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© PRONI CENT/1/10/52 

CONFI DEl\ TT AL 
"~~4C#C .~~p~~ 

cc: ps/sos (L & B) f-( 
PS/Mr Al.1son (L & 
PS/PUS (1~ & B) ~ 

. PS / i\1r Bel jJ./' 
Mr Mars nal11 
Mr Blelloch 
Mr WYc:itt· 
Mr r¥~oriarty '4 
Mr Doyne·""Di tmas 
Mr Palmer (OR) 
Mr Gilliland 
Mr t.Jacks on 
f,,1r Ha r'r ington t1 

In a c on'versation with ftlr '\'yatt yesterday afternoon John Bume 

ex.p1"'e5 s·~d consider able anxiety about i"'ecent develop'nent.s in Northern 

rref~tnd , and particularly about the mood of the Roman Catholi c 

corrununity, a.nd asi~edif it were possible for him to mee t the Secretar 

of State. Such a meet i ng was not posslble~ but t he Secretary of 

State t elep!'1oned Mr Burne in Londonder'I"Y s hortly befor e l eav i ng for 

London o. 

~ ·1r Hume spoke of increa sing tension V'i!l. thin tl-;e Ca thollc comnuni ty and 

descri bed the pt~e E'ent situation as ap!"~etty desperate u • He and his 

party were under pressur""e if not to state publIcly the ir SUPPO!l)t for 

the hunger strikers then at least to he seen to be pressuring the 

Government to talk to t he hunger stl"tikers e 

Mr Burne 'Na s arn~iou5 for an official to go into the prison and talk 

to the hunger str i kers on t be basis of t he ir 4 July statemen t whtch 

he suggested 'was not dls similar to what he had said t o the Prime 

Minister at their recent meetlng~ 

The Se~r'etary of State pointed out that s ~ nee 4- J ly the pr-1 s oners 

had issued a fi.H--t l1er statemen t which repe ated their more f ami-lia!'" 

hardline and clearly i mpl ied that they, rather than the pris on 

authori ties, should be in control of the prison. Th~ Secpetary of 

State nevel<the less rel t that r whilst this latest statement Via s 

disappoLntlng ~ there was still hope for a resolution of t he p'!""oblem~ 

Mr Hume re-emphasised his concern ~~d ~Ri~ th,· at~ I t~!P t t~ ~ 
,"",~I - ...... "" 1 ; '-'_ ~ s .r-eng d Ol 

feeling j particularly in the Republic (he had b~en in Co DOlc~al 

the previous evening).. a r oused by ~ t.1 P hu' ~l"tO"~ !' . 
, ~l _ ~ _ strlke was gr~a~er whar 
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ever$ Action was required with the utmost urgency. 

The Secretary of State under-tool( to report to the Prime Minister 

what lvir Burne had told him, and said that he would be in touch wi th 

rfr Burne again at the end of the week. 

Mr Hume, whilst anxious throughout the conversation, 'vas nei ther 

aggressive nor belligerent and appeared grateful for havi~ had 

the opportunity to speak to the Secretary of State. 

NOEL CORt 'ICK 
Private Secretary 

14 July 1981 
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