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'1c1 Ma%e IhtDg.r~ :t" Stl'~jke. All:; surviving s t r:Lkers maintained t heiI' f'sts in 
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eonfined. to bed " He r errts1:n s fully conElcio'Us ( d.espi te reports to the con:!:;! 'By.'Y) 
but the .brain stem. dt;;ficiency (observDd 1~ith HcKen..na ) is nO\'lf "'rlell establi8hcd ~ 
lIb ~~till has iJome vision however and hin fluid balance is nm-i being 
m~.il'J.tain ed.. The likely eX'isis is nmv thought to be just over a 1veek a~-m.y ~ 
though prognosis in this c()nte~~t continues to prove difficult 0 t'lc Creesh &.nd 
( ' I To . ..1' . ' . • .It' • 1 b ,. ~.r~l ·· · ' "l- i 
~LJ~~ a.re DJ) G g1. V:U:lg ser].()us cause .l OJ.' coueern anc o-cn \,lel'~ BGl .L 8.0. (:! '; 0 
+:<::.1."::> .'~·c:o< c' ·, ", '1-; 0'(' ,-'l" ... · inrf" 4-"1., ,,,, '1,'''' ;>' '' t 1'(l7" ':'>"1"('r the""" a"'c. ·"'O'J t 'hO'lgbt· yeo· 'h'e Q}lO~'I'ln Q' l.o'~ • .4. ... "~ CA~..... .1 ~c.; I. V ~ .~A "";,\. ........ "' . .. .. f" '-' ...... t;;; v'i v 'VAQ 1.<>_ n ........ >", J J,.. \;0 b.L tq \. I o. v, IJ IV.... .. ~-.. .iJ-w 

Cc..Y'1.y rz;vmptonlS of the brain stem deficiency; rlcCreesh feels weak and t ired 
End 0 'Ra.;:,.:<- h~a compla.ined of giddines s" Both prisoners are no'..v on daily visit !": 
f:com :celati-v'es .. 
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1 •. 2 " 1 Death of Robert S 3.nds As anticipated i.n the las t bulloti.n. SI'Jnds' 
C r.~. A ~i..f ... .;()C::;~'~::;~~~~·~~:T-~It ",, :r~-!-l <:"\ 't·.t"'\""k- ~ .... . "10 1,..1 0 " • . ~.-;.,., ':~ . • !.. ... , ..... ... ,,~~. ~ 

· •• >.l • .t. .......... " .... v.oJ. Uc;I. .... o,!).e C ... 1..1.",,<", • .1,. Cl" IJ 1., ,/vo. en~~ \;11 ... U th ••. d :1.p._,,_.a .i" D.(,O &. 0-,-, .\.,10(:', 0 .·1. 
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O"j " '1 j hours early on Tu.esda.y 5 ~ the 66th day of his fast" An hov.r later his 
b odS' 1,vB.S taken f.rom . he PJ."iflOn. to an outside lwsplt2<1 'NtWJ'.'tJ &. pos t: )Jlorte:r w a s 
p crfo:::'t:(wd later that: mo:c:ning " AfteX'H3I'ds the remains 'Nere t aken by t;he 
underta}{ex' fj to the pa:t'en."i;s ~ hOEtH in the ;r1f;inbrool~ EBta:t:e and from there on 
..1 \ . . -" .. - . ~.. ,.. 1_, r. • .,..... • 1""4'''1 1 "'01 ... ,... ml. ~ 1 !-- J' . 
,'::ll0 ,vt:: ... .l J..u(5 O.J '0/ -;; GO c ·c .lJ\ l..lte ' b vUU:cc l ~ ·.L,· ... !l.D.DI"OOr;;" .l.'D.e JU:Clern ... e:;-q:l e (~·l.Je(.!. ·co 
b e a ful1w ~~ cf:de :z:(::p·ublic8L. parw!1il:Lt ar>:JY af.flEd-I- - is t aking p:t.&ce ·this aftm.:-.·-· 
noon (7/5) to thc; Repu:blican plot in NiJJ.tO\r.'l1 GerJ.nterY9 11'3.118 Hoa.d. ~ Belfo.st ~ 
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In a further st9.tement shortly after'Nards , 1'12:' Atkins said. -

Ii I regret this needless and pointless death.. Too many h;l.ve died 
by violence in Northern Ire l and" In this case it 1'>]e.S selfG. 
inflicted. \-le should not forget the many others 'VJho h av e died" 
It io my profound hope and prayer that the people of Northern 
Ireland will recognise the fut ility of violence and t urn their 
faces away from ittf. 

For subsequent political corn.ment, see l ater section.s .. 

1 .. 2~3 In a press statement concerni ng Sands G death, t he protesting prison.ers 
Baid on 6/5 that 

liNe one 9 not even r1a.ggi e Thatcher ~ c an justifiably dishon.our 
Bobby Sands by robbinf.1' him of his political identity, for he 
died as he lived , e. Republi.can, political prisoner and a man 
totally committed to the liberation of the Irish people o He is 
a symbol of freedom and "truth and a lasting i nspirs.tion to those 
'Hho struggle. for jus tice <> II 

"His death is yet an.other body blm'l for the NationaliBt population 
throughout Ireland" It shO'l.·..rs that their i<lishes are irrelevant and. 
tot <3.lly sub~j ect to the Bri t:i.sh Government I S t radi t:Lonal poli(:?;y of 
colonial opprt:ssion and of appea.s i:i."J.g bigoted LoyalislU. a !! 

IIWhil e :[, ~ 8ponsibility lies , primarily, on the shoulders cf the 
Bri.tish Government ~ ;'1e feel that politicians and other le&ding 
people also share t h.e b lame for Bo:bby' 8 uf: a.th " Theil' tir.uidity 

. and l ack of courage in condemning ptrenucrtu;ly the :J;'uth.lfH3sn~;s8 of 
the Rei tish Government al10vled that Governmen.t to c a.rry out t his 
legalised killing.. 'rhe time for diplomacy is ov(;;r: tb088 '1.'100 
lead tho Irish people are duty bound to ensure that 110 oth.er Irish 
political pri130ner has to give his life in pursu.it of hi. s rights .. 
The only \iay to ensure this is for those leaders to l ead the Irish 
people in protest; against England ' s inflexibi lity, and to tc.ke 
poslti ve direct action aga i nst this callou s Govern.luent .. II 

liTo" Thatcher, Atkin.s and the British Gmrernment \.."e say : 'You. he~ye 
got your pound of flesh; now give us our rights.. Do not for one 
minut e thinll: that ~Je ur0 going to allow you to rob uS! of OlJ.I' 
princi p l es . There are many Bobby' Sands in these bloc_B ~ and vIC 
will continue to die on hunger strilte if needs be i n order -t o 
s afeguard those principles '" 

II 

"Final ly , we call on the I rish people and the freedom~lovi:ng people - t' . "".. . . fI ~.,..... ~, 1,. ~ .., • • ~..... c ;:· Ll~8 ViOLI.U '(:0 come ou-c agal.llS't, .0:('1.-(;1.811 oa.!'ol3.l".'C;Y· 0 :.i.'ne nung~r 
strike goos on ~ and 1.dll go on Qi:l':-;il our demands are met , and 
the YJ Gopl e o.f Ireland, and the people of the vlOrld 7 are the 
yehicles which 'i4ill bring us to that achievement. tt 
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2 .. 1 Jf~tio.B.._A~ Owen. Carron a8~~ci f(l~" a filla~ meeting with Sands on . 
30 l\,pr:tl and \<>Ja.s gl.ven th1.8 on the lollovll"ng morn :tng , 1 May , when he sa .. ", h:un 
for the last time" In a subsequent statement Carron duelt emotionally and at 
length \-'lith Bands' condition \vhich \188 correctly described as near dea.th; 
Cm:r on also confirmed that the prisoner \'las resig.aed to his fate 0 Sand.s gave 
him an account of 11gr I"1agee ' f.~ visit, thanked the 3 TDa as well as all those 
\<Jho had helped him but one message '.'.Thich M..rCarron omitted to mention was 
that Sa:-!lds also told him to "burn everythlng tt e 

2 Q2 ~):'ill)al_.Sec~arJ'._ Ngr I'1agee did not make SIlY further visits to the 
pris on alter 'ehe ti-lO noted in last week 's bulletinc These of course failed. 
t o elicit any favourable response from the prisoners" Before leaving the 
Provine·€: during the evening of 30 April he issued a leng'th.,y bu.t uncont;entious 
S-Cat emeD.t e ~rhiB covered the b ackgroux)cl to his mission vrb.ich steIIJ.med from thf~ 
.Pope t s pastllral concern and vras in response to reque sts Hirom l)oth sides of 
the COD:l.li1U.n. i ty in Northern Ir·eland. to intervene di:r-ectly at; the p:n;ise:nt moyue.n.t If " 

'IThe Holy Father ' s deep-felt concern is for the sacredness of a ll huma..."1 life 
eJ:~c, his appeal is made to all c oncerned, to respect hU!l1ru1 life and to 8.void 
everything that puts the life of ClJ."1yone in dan.ger .. " 

liD1.u.'ing my t i<W days visit t o Northern Ireland ~ I brought ·the message of t lH;; 
Holy ]~athE;J.:· t o the prisoners at the r·la.z,e Prison \'!ho a:r.e engaged in the bUlger,,· 
£trike , and t o the Government officiuls a.t Sto:r·t.1Ont Castle <> II 

IiI v i sited the I''I.sze Pri8~::m on t'\);!('} occH~;;ions Md snoke to the l~. prisoners '.o;ho 
p 'r',::-' "ll 'l.1'1Ilgo" s+-"" ~ k;;:. . (." ..... "I~>.",'T2.' V>('f' +' 0 th"" !ll -I~he a· n .... "' . .,.,"1 I'~' tlH ";> B" '\ "7 17 ""{-J"""""" ~-o "", ... ,<1: '-,' ...... "'" v L~I..._. V.Ia. ..,_~_.),,'-'j _ · ......... , ......... v ':"J·t, "'" of> "' ..... 1. \I , J:".1"' ''',;: \,.A.''';''' 'Y o,\' J..~ - v ..... "';j ""~(..A.v. __ " ... __ .j ~ v l:' - ...... 

a.n end to their htmger st:C'i.ke ill orde:c to save and rtlspe(~t thei}:" m,V"ll lives ~ 
and t he liv0s of all. in Nor thern Ireland Iwho may "joe ill darl.g;e:r:· as a J:'68ult of 
tb,(;il~ act:iOl1.$ f1 

lI .itll life is sacred and must be preserved 8.S a gift from God .. II 

ti l therefore appea10d in the name of Ch:t."ist and h,iB Vi<; 13x·-on.~.Ea1:',th, say:tug 
t hat viololl(,;O of all kinds must be condemn.ed in the clearest terms as being 
~gain.tlt the 1m·; of' God .. Ii 

!lDuring my vistts to the 118.:69 Pris()n~ I )]let with. l1r Bobby SS.1,ds on "3 occ9.sim.lJ:lo 

"I a l s o viai ted Stormont CactI6 and conveyed to the Secreta.r"s of Sb?i.t6 ~ 
rtr Atk:tHS, t;hi~ concern of His Holir.i.0ss for the s:t tuat:!.oll in Northern IY'e1811d~ g 

BAu.d I told him of the appeal of t he Holy :~"athe:;." to seek ever;/" mer:~ns p088l.o1€) 
t o bring about a peaceful solution to the ex.isting :p'robJJ~ms in a spirit of 
j u.stice tempered '.:ith J1l3:t'CY G il 

" l)' ):r,4n'Y +1,~ ''''curse of' T7lV s1101'''-l>- Vl.' 8"1 ~" • ..!.."" ·~l;:'1.o me+ ' •• 1)' +1" +l'\"~ f ·~m .. -.;."..L' '~,f~ ,."_~ n{' "' 0'''6 of - \.. . ~ ,.t.. C) v "., .. \'.:~ ,-",- , k. ~... k~Q.t' _ ~ .. \.J .. _ v ') C I • • ~... ""M ~. V ,,"t .... !./l.~ \,,1 .h.V ~J. _ d' ,, ~,..., v..... . ;j...." i.;.).,:'" ., 

t he pr:Lsoners :involved in the I:lJ.;mger strike a.n.d told thml.""l also ()f the Conee1'll 
alJ.d sincere ap:pt~al of ti.10 Holy Fs.thEn:'·" 11 
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for a short t ime ~ach and asked them to reconsider their position as ,,,,,ell as 
underli} i ng his partyi d policy" He ~'fou.ld U0t; C01TlJ.llent on the physica.l I.,'.on .... 
d ition of t he p:tisoners but confirlllc~ that he had had a brief and spirited 
argumGut with 8a.nd8 ~ wh:i.lst Hughes had seemed less than pleat30d at his -t.risit .. 
The prisoners remained unmoved howe\rer in their determinat ion to obtain t he 
full 5 demand.s/ political status .. 

2.3 .. 2 Illl:" Concannon ' s sudden intervent ion. did not find fa:vou :l.' tdth 
John H1..l.me or PSF'.. J:'Ir Hume branded t he visit as IIcheap and offensive 
publicity stunt designed t o t ake advantage of the presence of the inter
national media in Northern Ireland".. Danny Morrison for PSF deplored a 
IIdi Bgustingly hypocritical statement from Don COnCe.nIlOD. ""'ho said he h[;;.d to 
admit that Bobby Sands "las enge.ged in a political struggle but that; he d id 
not s u.pport politics.I status for the political pr i soners should open every
one 's eyes to the ban...'I{;rupt nature of British x'ule in IIeland e ti 

l''i.r MorriGon added : "Don Goncannon ~ one of t he a:rchitec.ts of the ):i, ... b lcekB t 
is ODe of t hose prima.rily responsfble for driving Bobby Sands afld his 
comrad.6s onto hurlgar strike and as such the r esponsibility to settle it rests 
also on his shoulders and conscience .. 11 

"His visit was a piece of cynical opportunism attempting to dis t ance the 
Labou.r Party f rom responsibility fo r Bobby Sands ! :l.r.npe)J.d:i.ng doath but tho 
P0!1t iu8 Pila te a.ct ~lill just not vJOrk~ II 

T.here vlaS little Unionist react ion although !1r Concannon 18 visit 'ti ilJ. h ctve 
found f < ".lour i~;j thin tb at section of the p opul a.t ivll .. 

2.,4 Ordina:sy Visits Once Sands I c ondition. became critical his rGl2.tbr(~8 
we.re (11Io''t~7e'd~-t; c:t:5!j "" i th him U-\teX'D.~.ght and 5 if.\8m.be:cs of his :fl.~.!l1il;y '01(:)1"('; . 

pr r;S8!.l t in the hospital i-:hen he died.. The :; surv-i vors all had fami.l;y visits " 
Hughes ''las visit ed by his parish priest; and 0 ~ Hara "by Browning of the IRB.P c 

Hu.ghes also saw Finucane in comp any idth a barrister; it is thought thi s 
may have something to do wi th a further attempt to i nvolve the EGER " 

3 ., "'1 . 1 Ma ze Prot: (~st The number of pro (Jesters remained const 2':<1t at L~15" 
As a mi:n'O'r soTldarJ:7t~T gesture vii th theIr l ate cOiJ,1l"'ad6~· some 17 prisonex·s 
(1 1 eonformi:ng and 6 protesters ) refnsed 13. !!leal 01'1 Tuesday (5/5) v.rhi l e on 
Vlednesday (6/5 ) 27 refU.Bed to "mrk and 56 today ( '7/5); 8 conforming pr i soners 
are ~c-efusing meals until Bands' f uneral aB a token gesture.. To ~rll'oid pO f~f~ ~LC.~ (~ 
di s {-l' .... 'h·OI Y1c""s rn,'e'~·'·~ ... ~ '.;!S=:'" 1~-J..., .::;Q t:pd as a f ur'tlLer' ' )"' ..... 1,.. b O-Jiu' ",y foT' 1~\"Ie D. l~'~0n0-{" r.! - _ V ~i. ........ _ '-" ,.J".." ..... fI..;l u....,..J ,.." .......... 0 ............. "-..\...., .... . . '-.. ~ l (?.b4l,_, .. . ... ' c_. , .,,_ ",,1-4 ' J:: . . ~_C""':'O..,--'-".L.-

'vi th only essent :: al work being performed; '-Jork has nov! been resumed on a 
li.mi ted basis . Apart from the minor act ion noted ~ the ~9roteB te:r's 
continued ' their deliberate policy of co~opel"at:i.on. and many have nm-! acked for 
I3JJ.d recei vsd letter paper and pens ( through the period of the dirty protest, 
th~~ se :pr isoners refused to vl:L' i-l;e letters as part of their policy of 8e1:f 
dE)nial ) '" It i s poss i ble that the prisoners ID8.y next attempt to obtain 
handicraft materials ... 

302 !1..:~&11J,;,.=h~r:~J2-:ot:;"'~.§pt On Wednesday 38 srld tc a:y 54 prisoner :::: rsfus 0d to 
,,{ork as part of tiJ.i» 601idari ty action and stated t hat it \.;ould finish afte:r 
the fu.ne:CD.l" 

3" 3 I?_'S.r:~s. <9fJ..~~l e.E:sL_Q~~.re.. Hy>(t~baY'k I'1inor di tu :-bances took :place on 
~euesd.[~r and \~ecinesde.y i.D.. ;hts , tho"Ught again to be a response to Sande t d eiC:itb" 
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5.. !~:t=L~8 ,.A§§e~XE.~nt The major development in the prisons was of cou.r t:;e 
the death 0:: Bobby 8tllids., However in contrast to ev'ents outside the prison 
this has so far not produced ru:ry signif:tcant reaction N'i t hj.n the institutions ~ 
an abs ence \'Jhich is in keeping with the prisoners C current; policy \vhich we 
believe they still intend to maintaino The solidarity action \'ihi.ch has te.ken 
place has been very low key.. As for likely developments there is evidence 
of some t ension in the prisons, reflecting the situation outs "de but no firm 
i n.telJ.igence hag emerged a.s to any r ad:i.cal change in prison.ers I attitudes .. 
The reports, given som.e press pu.blicity, that 70-80 protesters \>·wre preparing 
to join. the hunger strike have an air of' credibility ... \vi th the ~:orldwide 
press interest and the iIlliili:o.ence of another death such action could be thought 
to be a useful further turn of the screw and lU18 of course undertaken l~H;t 
time.. There must also be some pressure within the prisons for action to 
support the c ampa.ign outside but no corroboration h8J3 so fa.:rbeen obtained 
for tLese pru. ... ticular press report s " Finally 9 the hunger strikers confir ID.0d 
in the press stateIDent ~ noted above, that they intended to continue their 
fal3t s and all have ma.intained a front o.f determination .. \tJhether all 3 and 
pa:.c.'ticularly 0' Hare. \vi11 go the di8tan(~e, remains hO\'Jever to be seene 

DE.VEJ..tOPtlEl'fTIS ~JITHIN NIO 

6~ .9.g!:l:'es·l?.2¥~ Correspondence from interested individuals and (;1:'oupn 
h as snOi>m a defini·ce inc:r:-ease .... it is divided bet'i..<Je n cipposition to t ho 
strike (mainly from GB ) and support for it/hu.mEtnit arian concern (mai.nly 
abY'oau ) e The le ve l of c orrespoudc·mce howevo ( remains '\':el1 b clo':r thnt last 
tiillec I 
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DEVE> __ .t:'l''lENTS IN NORTHJ~RN IHElitND 

8.1 T'he <?amJ28i@ Afte r a brief lull last week, tem;ion began t.o rise agai n last weekend 
as Sands ' d2ath approac hed , i-lith rioting in several 8.reas of t he Province but with 8. heavy 
copcentrat ion on BelfasL Willi am Ross (Official Unionist NP, Londonderry ) received a 
hoax l etter bomb on 1 May with the message HI i' Bobby Sands dies; watch out for the next 
one ll

e The weeks big H Block raJ1y was at rroomebridge on Sunday 3 Hay at t ended by 5 ~ 6,000 
persons. Speakers included Owen Carron (\"ho said that Sands' last wish "ms for a public 
s t atement of support from the Taoiseach) and Mrs HcAliskey , who called for peaceful 
d em onstrat ions , should Sands die. 

8. 2 There was rioting for most of the day in Belfast on 4 May and as news of Sands ' death 
spread ( at about 0 11+5 on 5 Nay ) crowds gat hered in the Short Strand and E'alls Road areaf:i .. 
'1:here was heavy petrol bombing of RUC targets pltl.6 f actori es , commercial premises and a 
Methodis t church. Fifteen men in paramili tary uniform made an appearance at Sands ' parish 
church in Twinbrook ~ West Belfast , as his body vJas b rought home . Riot ing and ci vi1 
disor'del' continued during 5 Hay ~ \-rith petrol and C:l.cid bombs, barricades~ hijackings , 
malicious fires and e ven bolts from a crOSSb01rl. As has been the c ase during riots in 
x'ecent Heeks 7 t he trouble wa s caused by youths and children. Again, th(~ dif;;turbances 
11/ere wors t in Belfast. The follo \-Jing day I civil disorder \<!as combined wit h an increase 
in terrorism , \,-,ith one RUe officer shot d e ad in North Belfast and 1+ Security for ce gun
shot casualties (Belfast ~ Londonderry, and Crossmaglen). An INLA t errorist was k illed in 
BelfaGt while handling a bomb~ 

8.3 The PIRA st at ement of 5 May Oil. Sands ' (leat h urged "a disciplined response !! fr om 
nat i onali st yout hs. Rory O' Brady ( PSF President) cl aimeQ that Sands had died "for b'.1!!1an 
dignity at it s greatest stature" and that his struggle \ljould. be understo8d by lithe dCI'Ir:
t rodden and oppressed" everywhere. The IRSP/INLA stat em ent cal1ed for "al l anti ·- impc:r:ialist 
parti es to unite in a broa.d front so as to ensure a speedy Hnd succesf:;fu.l outcome t.o the 
p2~esent val''', The NHAC TU sub- committee called fo:' vlO:ci::: stoppages . Ger ~";)' Ade.'1!s ( P.~;F 
Vice President ) a ppealed on 6 Hay for nat i onalist youths not to be drc.Voin i nto coni'r-Gni;c:t1,:ion 
.1ith the securit y forces " dN3pite their clear' pro1JocE,t ions ". He asked for the fUi;e:cal 
proceedings to b c dignified. 

8,~· Tbe possibility of fUrther st rikers suggest ed by the prisoners ' statement ( parD 1 .2.3 
above ) Vias also r aised by 11arc211a Sands during an RTE int erview en 3 Hay. She called on 
the r2 aoisea ch to act p.nd said that free assoc i ation vIas the crucial issue . A PSF spokecman 
said on 5 l"iay t hat he could not confirm reports that '70 more prisoners \·:ould join the 
hunger st rike. 

9.1 I'.:?l~_~£!?l With con::munity tensions i ncrea sing i n the expect ation of Sande ' early 
death on h.unger strike the Secretary of State issued a st :cong1Y'-vJorded statement on 
30 April condemning t he Provisional IHA for deliberately pl aying upon , 8.nd fostering, 
int er··sectarian fears with the objective of enabling them to exercise control in Ccltholic 
areas and to present themselves as protectors of threatened peoplee He continued Tl Ilt (me 
a:;:ca of Belfast t h e PIIU\. a:r-0 contemplating e,,'acuating r esidents ~;o ether part.:: of tIl':) city~ 
burning the empt i ed houses : and by tl>..To\<ling the blarne onto other-,s) further fuelling 
s ecLari an conflict n• He appealed to all sections of the community not to b e misle d , and 
pl edged the total backing of the security for c es in dealing wi th pararni1it arie~; of \i'I"Jatover 
hueo Tibe statement 113.d an immediate reasGur ing effect, though Dr Paisley continued to 
t ake opportunities to v,Tarn ENG to crush any HRepublicon rebellion" \'.Ihich ;yd ght erupt. 

9.2 Ki.' Atl.;: in.s made his statc;1,eDt shortly after leather LTohn !\1agcc , the Pope' G env oy, had. 
l eft; ll elfaste NT' Ha.gee ' s statemf,)nt is l'E~ported above . Cardinal O' Fif1.:i.ch a.13o iSSU 2d 
a s tai.: E'f;]Cnt, i mploring those to \'Jhom l"r Hagee had spoken to pay h eed to hi 1'j message .. 
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9.3 .".lso . on 30 April the 3 TDs requested urgent i nt erventi.on by the rnt ernational Red 
Cross on the basis of rights assured by the Gen eva Conventions and additional Protocol s , 

9.4 Mea nwhile the Secr8tp.J:'Y of State, who remained in Northern ' Ire l onc uver the Bank 
Ho.liday \\Ieekend~ met r epresentat ives of the 4 main Churches, his s ecur ity and civil 
advisors, and l eading po1itici ansin br der to keep abreast of community fe elings and t o 
reassur e them that the security force s "lOuld b e available to pr otect the whol e c ommunity. 

9.5 On J+ Hay the European Commission on Human Ri ghts received an eleve nth hour a.ppeal 
by the 'raoiseach asking for " a r e commendation ari sing out of thei r recent vis it which 
would cont ribute to eo. a solution"; no i mmediat e response \Vas announced . 

9.6 There was vlidespread react ion from all sections of the community to Sands ' deat h on 
5 Hay . John Hume said that the death of Sands Gould ha ve b een avoided had t he Government 
shown tlgreater flexibility and sensit ivity"; l eading Irish-American politicians~ i n the 
words of Senator Kennedy t condemned the Government t s "pos ture of inflexibility" ~ 
Cardinal Tomas O'Fiaich t also criticised the Government ' s at titude as i nflexible s th.ough 
the Church of I reland Archbi shop of Armagh, Dr Armstrong, described the hunger strike as 
;rone of the most calculat ed pieces o f moral bl a ckmail i!1 recent t i mes". 'fhe Tao:i.seach 
o,ppealed to "al1 sections of the I rish people" fo r no fu x-th er suffering, injury or loss of 
li f e . Dr Pa i sley re iterated the pohlt that "Bobby Sa nds made the choice to die • • • :nsny 
hundreds of p eople have b een done to death by the IRA a nd th ey had no choice Viho.t 80e'le:::, II. 

By and large , hO\-fever ~ the i nitial r eactions of Church l eaders and politicians were t o 
urge the p eople of Northern I rel and to r emain calm and not to b e provoked into taking 
actions which would onl y serve to aggrevate the al ready t ense situation . 

9.7 Heanv,hi1e, J ohn H'L<j',1 e continued. to decl a re that a oettlement to t h e II-Blocl~. crisi.3 
could b e found and 0)) 6 H~ challenged the Prime Hinister to fii8et him to di sc1..< 613 il'csh 
moves on clothing aud fr eedom of associ ation! )'citcrc"ting that h e considered t here t o 
b e "no sacrifice of principle invol ved" and h e l:<.).d cv-:;ry re::.tson t o b elieve IIt his \'iOL~ J. d 
resolve the probl em !;. 
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10 .1 Cam ... 1!aign - Irish ~.~ublic There WE're several small demonstrations and incidt:nts 
folloHing last \'leek's pattern. For example, 12 members of Fianna Eireann and Students 
Aga'inst H Block occtlpied the market room of the Dublin Stock .Exchan£0 on 1 Hay. Students 
also occupied the Labou r Party Headquarters i n Dublin. On 2 Moy British Home ,stores in 
Du.b l in "Jere occupied and H Block protes ters occupied t he l'esidence in' Co Sligo of the 
Conszr vative 14P for Harborough, Lt Col S A Farr. 'fhE: CPI handed a letter to the British 
Ambassador blaming the British Government if Sands died . A group calling i tself t he 
' Rf~publican Action Force' ( probably a PIRA nom de guerra ) burnt Lord ROt~smore ' s country 
cot t age near Honaghan town and threatened " If Bobby Sa.nds di e s we propose to carry out 
attacks against all rel i cs of col onialism in Northern Irela nd as well as the Irish 
RE:public ll

• The Helmblic's Confer ence of General Cou.Dcil of C::>unty Councils sent d. 

t e legram to Mr Haughey urging him to make an attempt to save Sands ' life. The matter \>las 
raised by a PSF councillor who asked for the decision to b e made on humanitDria l1 , not 
polit ical grounds. The motion was passed unanimously . 

10 . 2 After Sands ' death the NHAC issued a statewent sayin : that the period b e fore his 
funeral 1t r.;houl<..~ not be marred by any action "'!h1c h would detract fr om the dignity and 
heroism of BI)Qby Sands ' sacrifice or d",tract Cl,ttention from the continuing hunger strike". 
'l'he statemen t A.lso called for th8 British Ambasl..,ador in Dublin to be'! \<lj tbdr avm I the wi th·
drm,.'al of Iri s h troop.s from the border and the boycot t i ng of British firms . The NHAC has 
acked for shops and businesses throughout Ireland to close on the day of Sands ' funeral . 

11.1 Ca l;-~ iE2:!.-=-.!:Tn\tcd States Prince CharJes 'tIas met in h'ashington bv the l ead.or of the 
Ir i sh NRtio:0? l Cauc1..: s vJi t h a l at h'r signed bJ Represenb,tive Benjamin qibran ( P.p~l1bUca!' ) 
and 12 other Congressmen a.sking BRE to intercede for Sa!l .S f life. Thi~.,tJ·-thl'ee U.s Congress
men sent a telegram to the Pr i me lv::i.nister urging her to enter negotiations'to elld the 
hunger strike . ~1<:io n 'vlhi Ie President Reag,m ' .c; chief coun .sellor ~ Ecl\<!in t-if:RS C ; onl101)Dcpd t hat 

~I the US had no dil~ect role to play in l{orthern Irela.nd. Noraid org[:mised G, numr.cr of 
dcrncmstrations ; venues included the British Aij:·\Jays offices and t he British Com::ula:e i r" 
Nc\>! York. ./I.t one demonstration an effigy of !"irs Thatcher vJaS bu:cnt . 

11.2 Followin g Sands ' death Senator Kennedy condemned the British Government ' s I:inflexibility 
ilnd u r ged a l l sides i n Northern I reland " t o resi s t ca l l s for further viol ence" . Hayor 
r.;dward Koch of New York said t hat BTi tain shoul d Vi i t hdraw from No:r-thcr n Ire13.nd 2,::1.::1 I'braid 
spokesman Martin Gal vin accused the Government of murdering 52,nds. i'ne US docin,!o:d~ers ! 

~lior. - 'rhe Internat i onal IJongshoremen ' s Associat i on - 8nnounced a 2lf- hour boycott of 
Br i t i s h ships enterine US ports cummenc ing at 7 am on 7 Hay . Irish bart; in Net', Yor~ \'iere 
c losed for 2 hours as a mark of respect . 

12 .1 Euyoc Prior t o Sands ' death there were demonstrations outside the British 
Embassies in Paris end Athens and the Britis h Consulate in Ghent. Three maskE:d Iiien armE:u 
with a sub·-machine gun and pistols raided the British AinJaYf:'. office in Oporto. 'rhey hoist"d 
the Irish tricolour and painted pro- Sands s logans on the walls . The Portuguese urba.n 
g1.1erilla gr oup I The Popular Forces , af 25 April han claimed r espons ibility. A bag of blood 
.... Jas thl'UvJIi at the National ~1estUJin3te:r DB.nk in Antwerp by l7le",Cers of thl~ Belgia n ':Jor)::: G:::ct:p 
on Ireland ; this HaG int ended to symbolise the bloodba th which ' . .;auld foL~ot'J SaD( .3' deo.th. 
'l'he Group also claims to have collected 2,500 signatures sympathising ,..yj:r.h Sa,nds . Forty 
members of the Young Communist Revolutionary i,lovement occl1pied the Brit ish Ain:ays offiCe 
in Pari ES in support of Sands: they did not cam,e any aarnrtge . Hr PapandrF,ou , lCE,der of the 
Greek opposition party Pasok reportedly sent a letter to the Pr ime Hinister calling on the 
"competen t authoritie s to intervene and save the hunger stril:er s ll . 

12.2 Italy's 3 tra de union f ederations issued a statement supporting Sands. George 
HarchiJil3 , leader of the French Communist Party, condemned the Briti sh Govern:uent ovt_· t' S"uld{;. 
'1'11(; East German Communist Party Con;:;;res8 des~rib€d the citizen[: of Northern Ire:~? n(1 C't S 

.. iiI 

,>\\L .. 
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" SU:op~. __ ,sed and s ub jec t to di scr i mination lf
, and t h e East Ger man Ambassador i n London ca ll e d 

a t t he .F'CO concerning the Sands affair. Ba s qu e political partie s sen t 8. pro Sands B.ppeal 
to t he Br i t i s h Embassy , Ma drid . 

12 • .3 Ther e wa s wi despr ea d prot est fo l l ow i ng t he hunger stri ker ' s death. A balloon f illed 
\Jith t oma to ke t chup I;Wt; t hrovm 'a t the Qu e en dur ing her vis i t to Oslo . A Dun l op war e house 
in 'Toulouse was da maged by a b omb . A car s h ovlroom in Zurich which d i s pla y e d Britis h cnr s 
was f i l'e- bombed awl "Victor y t o the IRAf! spra yed on the vl i ndow. Firebombs \-Jer e a l so t p..T ovJY] 
at ca l' s howrooms i n Floren c e . A petrol bomb expl oded a t a Brit i sh Forces c inema i n 
Duose1 dorf and pro l EA s l ogan s were pa int e d outside t he British Consula t es i n Ha.mburg and 
He,nover. '1'he Portugue s e Popul nr For ces of 25 Apr i l cla imed a b omb a tta ck on t h e Roya l 
Br i tish Club in IJi s bon . The Por tuguese Parl i a ment ob s erve d a min te IS s i l enc e f or Sands , 
and the officia l Soviet ne wspa per "Izvcs ti3n b l amed t he Brit i s h Gove rnmen t for h i s d ea th and 
" i ncr easing terror a nd r e press i on in Northern Irel a nd!!. F ive thou s and young peopl e a r e 
report ed t o have part i c i pa t ed in a demons tration outsi de t he Br i t i sh Consula t e in Milan at 
which the Union J a ck was burnt . The Fren ch Com rnuniGt Pa r t y , Young Commu i et s and General 
Conf ederat ion of Ia bour , s t age o. (;( l a r ge demonst r a tion i n Par is chanting " I r elan d wi l l prcvai1 11 

a nd s i nging i'The I nt er na tionale". The Eur opean Pal'lia mcnt i s t o debat e the prisons i ssue 
tunighL 

13 . !lse\"her e Sma.ll scal e p i cket i ng ha s oc cur r ed out s i de the British Embassy in 1t!e1Unot on 
a nd t he Cons ul:l t e i n Auckla nd . Af ter Sa nds died there H~:lS a n :mti-Br it i .sh demonst ration i n 
Bri s bane . 

14.1 .9j._r.:!..~~ gn i~l.gl·ea t_Bl'it. &. in About 100 pers ons t OGk part i n a dem(mstl'ctt i oa orga.:-,is2d 
b y the Na nche ster hUYl ge r s tr i ke commit tee a t Pic ca dil ly s t-1a nchester , on 5 N~·q. On G l"b y ;:l.t 
0250 hours a man pour ed petrol on t be floor o f the. mar que e il: ·':)1i ch t he Hanch;:; s t cr t1otocs tc: '.; 
exhibition i s be i ng s t a ged and se t light to i t. 'l'he fi re :',raJ; qu ickly ext i ngu ished b;i 
s e cur i 1: ;)" guards but the man ma.de good hi s c eca.pe . 10 t Cl"'an anon;rmou ~;. ca ller c l a i med it hed 
b e en dOD e by Bobby Sa nds ' supporter s ( not r Rl ea ced t o praSE ) . 

11+.2 On 5 Ha y Leeds hunger s t rik E! c ommitt e e organi sed a d Ciilons t ra 'c i on Oil the s t pc o f :-Jec ds 
'l'Ovil1 Ha ll to COllltll eiTJOrat e the dea th of Sa r.ds a nd 8hO\-, support f or othe::.' hunGe r r;t rikel's. 
Approximat e ly 150 per sons t ook pa rt with r epr e s ent a t i ves f rom Le~ds Troops Out Mo vemen t , SWP 
and Women a nd I reland Group . There was n o disorder . Lea fle t d i s t r i but ion in Bi r min gham 
City CentrG by 12-1Lf memb ers o f local H Block Ac t i on Committ ee too~ pla ce on 30 f'.priJ_ and 
1 May . 

14.3 In London t here ViaS a picket every e venine; exc ept t he 6 Hay Cl. t t h e entT'B lJ.C C to Dov.'n i ng 
Street. Par ticipa n t s wer e ma i nl y Troops Out Movement a nd va rie d f rom abou t 6 to as ma DY a~ 
70 on the eveni ng of 5 Ma y wh en ther e were 3 arrest s f or ob s truc t i ng poli ce. Ea ch e venin g 
since S2.nds ' death there h8.. s b e en 2- vi g i l at Kilburn Sq,'Uar e ol" r:;an i sed by Pr ov i s i ol1al S i )HI. 

:Fein. On 1 Hay a t 0800 hour;" b efor e the arr i val of sta ff I 7 s uppor t er:::; of t l: e H Bl ock/ 
Arma gh Action Committee en t ered t he Labour Party HQ, SE'i'7 , t hrough an un l.ock ed door and 
barricaded themse l ves i n a t op flo or offic e . They hung banne~s f rom the w~ndcws and 
t e l ephoned var iou s n ev:spa pers , the BBC B.nd I TV. They a gr e ed t o l eave t he bu i ldi ng a f t er 
they ha d been i n t erv iewed by the pr ess . A public meeting at Ki l burn Squar e on 2 Ma y 
Ci. t t r act ed SO;[1 8 150 pel ·son s including f a ctions of nCT , vJ]lP and :?SF . n l.6 follo~Y ing do..y 30 
persons he ld 8, poster para de out c idc t h e Don:ini or! Theat r e ! Tottenha m CO'J.r t R03.d , vJ1 j vlhc!' e 
a Ha y lh y con c er t , a tt ended by l'1ichael Foot HP , v/a~:3 b " ing h e l d . ~Jhen Nr Foot \1a S addu ;';3 i.xlg> 
the audien ce 6 demonstra t ors a pproa ched t he s t a g e a nd s houted H Block s l ogans . They wer e 
e s cor teo. from the bui lding by pol i c e . Ther e wa s an a lj. n i ght vigil a t. Traf a l g8r Sql.rarG~:/ 
up to 150 per SO?lS on 5 Ha y a lthough onl y about 20 r emaine d through the night 0 

1!t .!j. I n Scotla nd t here W8. ., an ev,~n :Lllg ri 5:'c l a t the r·1vUil.U, Edin":.mrgi1, 0 ,1 .5 l'lDY o..n.d 7C) ,· SO 
s u ppor ters of Ed inburgh H Bl ock Act i on Commi tt~:e c:lcu:;hed vIi t a fo,j ifli l a r number of l ()y~~.l ·i 8t.::; 
who were heckling the pa rticipants . There were 3 arrests . Be t ween 15 a nd 25 3upportprs o f 
H Bloc . ./Alol'ldg,l CO!11rn i tt ee t ook }leTt i n vigils i n Hn :i on Str~e t I Shxling ; on u, c:.n d .'5 r·;"y . 
There were n o unt ow~rd incidents. 

or t o:" ~ 
. \'""" . ~ 

~, \ . ~';.~ 
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15 •. 4 The hunger strike has recei ved very heavy coverage · in t ho last wee': ~ 
in the Uni t ed Kingdom ~ I reland and also over8e~l S., 

"1502 'The Times ' (1 11 y ) criticised the wide·r;pread i mpress ion in a number 
of count ries that if Sands d:i.ed 9 it woul d b e because of t he intran.sigence 
of HMG" It might be possible to make SODle small adjustments l.I'I. "the regime 
but any changes 1-lOuld h ave to be for all prisoners" not for IRA prisoners 
alone .. 

-15,,3 The 'Iri s h. Times ' ( 2 Tiay) warned that FlY's :L'hat; cher's principle of 
lINo Surrender" could not be abandoned at one deathG "0ne death "Would shock 
millions 't and Bri taill. might ride out \vhatever international criticism. "lfY2 C 
hurled at her.. But t vlO or three or four? No Govermnen ~ could survive ·i'wrld 
opinion in such a situation "" The IIrish Press ( 4 I1ay) a lso follo-:;"md this 
line . 

15. I·i· The Irish Times (5 Hay) though i t " :inc.redi.ble" tb.at Hl1G did not t ake 
up the ' ECHR r ecommendat ion of more flexib:i lity in the prisons 9 " i f only '1,0 

present a b etter image abroad , but much more urgently b ecause life vlaS 
inV"ol ved in t he i ssue ., The appalling t ragedy nO"l is that in t his lates t 
tVlist i n the dispute 13 lives h!:lve already been ended by violence II " The 
l eader concl"li.ded 'Ni t h a plea for lli"1G to libring cons tructive policy r ather 
thc..n u.rid. dOgE& into 3. diGp;.J.te 'hich in actual fgc"t could have been. avoiri.ed. 
in the fi.rst nlace tl 0 All the I r ish na"tion~.ls vi€n"ed. Sands ' degth as 
avoid.e.-b1e 'i h 8.d there been some flexibility from m'IG" Th ~y ·NfH"(~ a l so 
Ul'!..s.nimou.s in calLl.n.g for calm j asking people to refrain. from street vioLmce" 

15 .. 5 f1:G8.l.1\:[hile in Britc.in , the t uardian i said that Sands ! postb:wnoltlJ [rif't 
t o t he Republico.!'l movement vms to i nflame uninformed opinion jJJ.tern-3.tionaJJy 
agc.inst Bri t:=.tin .." "\·lb.at civilised · coun:t~cy '-lOuld 6,11Ot1 an elected fIE t o 
starve h imself to deHth iJ J ail r at her than. be a l lO'tved to wear his own 
trouser s ? That is ho",·: tho qu.estiol1 \.dll be put il

• ' '1~he Times I said that by 
refusil~g to submit .to Hr Sands ' blackmail Hl'IG b ore D.O resJ:;cnsibility \'lhD.t(·nYey.' 
for his d OC).th : "He committed suicide in ful l kno'\.11ed60 of v-i'h c:d:: h e i ..ra8 doing 
and determined to rej c.ct al l initiati V€~ cl.esigned to 8 - ""0 his life C G " !! 0 

15·,.) 6 On the day of Sa..:nds' funera.l (? r·Jay) f our full p age s of tributes 
appeared i n the I b.'ish N~~ws '" / .An Phoblacht f (published. before Bcm.ds ' QO<.l.ch) 
di3mis8ed suggestions that concess ions on 'l<Jork or. clothing alone \voul.d e:D.d. 
the i mpasse .. The grim hea.dline on page 3 warned Hl\Tothing less than t ho 
5 d em.?.-l1ds if ., 

San.dlS ' de ath ~1a.S a l so accorded front~~pnge headlines and detaile coverage 
tl:ro"llGD cut t he \-Tcrl do Opinicn d.iff ered (In Nhether h'5l H9.S a crirrdna.l OJ' 
martyr.... They varied from the German paper ~ DiG \.Jelt I s vievl tb.at tlhe "JaS 
t rying t o blackm.ail the State with h i.E: life \I to Iran i<lhere the official JlEn,m 
agency referred to the It he:roic death of Bobby San.ds <; t he Irish Republican 
fr t.::\6dom-fight .r!l .. 

16.. The heavy presence of foreign jOl.U'nalist s and cameramen~ parti cularly 
in B~:,.faBt h:l.s been accompanied by clctims thgt th.ey h a'tTe en(~ourHged or everl 
paid f or youths t o riot for them~ 
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17. 1 Sands ' death ha.s been the major 0 VOlt durin.g t!1.0 period. As noted abo'ITe it has not 
so f ar produced any signif i cant response Tllj ~~lin t he prisons, either i n t erT.U3 of disrupti on 
or f urther hunge r strikes ~ H01,rever its 2 mus t immediat e effects are to have given a 
sigriificant boostto ·the campaign abroad and to have lessened any prospec t of the prisoners 
giv: ng way in t he short t erm. To have died as a hunge:t~-8triking HP has i ncreased t he 
already high l Sv-e l of i nteres t abroad t'lhe!'e po U tical comrael1t has aJ.so been consid -rab li7 ~ 
thOUg~l i ll-i nformed and generally h')s tilc to IIHG" Support; a t responsible govern.ment le~el 
has hov!eyer continued to 'be l argely absento 

17e2 At l oced l eve l PIRA. has conth med t o expl oit I.o t h t he political and. t errorist 
poten1;:.i.a l generat ed by the death. Oliver Hughes ' appcal.'ance as an IIP candidate in tbe 
forthconling l ooal electiore gives evidence of t he f O ... U1el~ .. The out \}f e.a l't. of str oo t violenc·' 
on Tuesday was i noV'ii;uble and follo1'Ted the pa. t tern. a..'I1ficipated l as t \'Teeko This can bo 
<'~XJ)ected to cont inue f or a f ell days a t l east but since it mus t vm.no before long it is 
like l y tha;t t erro:ds t ac t ion \%"21. be stepped up to maintain the campa.ign :J.mpetus . The 
marked i nc:roase in 8 i.(loting incidents over-:Ilight ( 6/ 7 Hay) gives 8. clear l:lOin-i;e r to t h.:i.8 p 

t hough the l:i.kely course of future events shou l d be come clea.:rer a f tGr t he fu:t;.oral t hts 
.af ternoOlle 

A K IJ:EriIPLETON 
Prj. SOh Admi?lis 'l:l~a'\;iOJ1 Divi sion. 
Kort he.l ?D, I r land. Ofti(,e 
Dund.onal d House 
BELFAST 
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