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1<1r Palme r, in his minute of 30 !1arch, raise s the question of acces s to Sands' 

by representative s of the media. I haye di scussed t hi s _lith Mr Palmer and 

agree with his paragraph 6. While my own vie,,/, is t hat \.,re must be very firm 

on regarding Sands as a convicted criminal, I cmticipate very strong arguments 

being put forward on h is behalf in favour of his be ing allowe d to present his 

case to the media. 

This opens up a very large can of '.lOrmS e Are vIe preventing a potential ; '1ember 

of Parliament from putting his case to the electorate? Are we therefore sub

verting the democratic process? Would he have a case if, following the 

election, assuming he "ere defeated; fo~going to the High Court and claiming 

that he ,,,as prevented from carrying out his election campaign? Could he in 

fact delay the election if such a case were put before 9 April? These are 

que stions to which I do not know the a.T1swers , but so f ar as the media are 

concerned, I be lieve we must regard Sands primarily as a convic te d criminal 

who is, while i n prison, subject to the same prison rules and discipline as 

any other person. '{hile a Member of Parliament may have privile~s, a person 

",ho is simply running for Parliament presumably does not. 

I have already refuse d a formal request from BBC 2 "News Night" to (a) interview 

Sands as a candidate; (b) film Sands without an interview; or (c) take stHI 

photographs of him in the prison. Subject to views, I p r opose for the 

immediate future to maintain that line in the face of what I would forecast 

to be a consid.e rable number of such request s . 
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