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SeCJ:8t,3.r i a t 

t he t B, l ks '(:ere t akinG' pl a ce. The L'1eeti.r~:; y,rOiJ.ld Hish to cOD. si dc:e· h.ou to proceed 

b1.1t :h.e cot~lcl see tb.ree .areas 1rrh:Lch. could be di.scu.SGGd :--
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to the Secretary of state on the~1E~ ma tteI's~ and t he ;:iocretary of State viaS Hil1inG 

to discuss them at my time lri t h the pa r t:i..es1 either t OCcther or s ll)gly. 

( c: ) Standin~ Orders for the A[oS0rbly. 1'hi::; 1'oJaS entirely a matter for meribers 

of the As sembly ancl it \'!Ould be w:tong for the S_cl'o-[; Elry of sta te to -be snen to 

play any p3.J t. Be WOl l (l y ho~{ev8r, b0 '.Tilling to he lp priva tely if t he .... 
w.r!.J~es J. 

thought tb.d.t wou ld. be d e::;irab le . 

2 . L'l!' Fa4kner said that the Secre tary of :3-(;a ce I i3 open~~ statement had b een very 

. h :; lpful. He s uggested. tllD. t all Lhr.ee delceations should f i r ::;t of all agr ee to 

acce pt t he stateD13nt and itf3 i mplicc1.tiol1s l'rithout r e:::;cl'vn t ion . 'l'he Unionist s 

supported the Cons titution Act t ancl they looked fo Y.' a s :i.miJ,'tt' D.dSUra2lCe from 

t he othe r t wo parttes. 'l'hey did not minimiso the pro'81cD:3 of forming aD. ~~xccu.tive f 

but they earnestly hoped that the t alks lTould he suc c es::;ful and that t hey \~ould not 

harp back to past disag-r88TID!:.ts . It was important, though, t}~::J.t all t11:COO pa.:::'t:i.(;3 

shoul d accept the r ealities of tho p1~esent conc;titut ion:ll p.)si ti on. 

3.. ]~au:)Jg)~:r. explainod t :b.a t there llTere other i s sues upon which t he 1 nionLts 

"lould "[i sh to lmO\'l tho attit ude of ti le SDLP ,. f or exaru ple f ''rh0t1101' it uets a ccepted 

t ha t the Executive 1'[ou11 opera te on t e principle o£' collcet i v8 responsib:i.lity. 

Al l partie::1 had frequently re [>udi a ted violence 1 encl it ,.ras no;[ e f! sen ~ i.:J. l -ella t they 

s hould. declare s U:9port fo r the security fore eo . 'I~he Union:Lc-;t J; ar ty also r:nG to be 

s atisfied that the Rue ",a:::: unequivoce.J.ly aec ept cd as the police force 1·) 1:' n orthern 

I relc.nd ; and it l'Toulcl need to Im o\f 1'111:.1 t the S:)L1) I S a.tti t ur:le uas to the rent [lEd 

r a t o s t--rike • 

4. J:p.~cJ~ et[ll"".L..9.:L_:Jt~ sugbes ted t ha t [, 8 hi.:-:! OPening .:.;-i;a';f3ffi·:;,ut '112.:3 accepte .. 

a s t he b.:w i ~1 of the I.loot i n G, it cou}d be i r: sue d in his OI·m na.me Hi th an ann01.~lC()m8nt: 

t h:it i t ~:as 80 acceptod by all threo pa.rties , 

5. ]J;r Pi.!i hope d t h":ti; the moetinG' 't;()-Il. J.c. oS' p:r: oduc t i ve and memo:J.'ahl0 for t h::: )lftole 

of I re l and . He aGTeed thq t a l the pn.rt i es pre s ent ·\·;-er e o~)ro .::; ed to v iolence ; 

t he bali ef of the ' .. :as that politi cal ac~j.o:r.. alone c ould br i l l £;' arl end. to 

presont vioJ.e .ce i n tho Proyinc8 . He said. -th3.t i t 1,oJoul d. b e a .di stak:: to m:1Jir.1:i.8 o 

th~ res:p0l1sibili·y placce). u pon ev" ryone a t tha meetinG_ . ,he ::~:: )1P b e lioved "eha t 3. 

j U3t 8.l.l.d clerJocra t i c Government could on ly be ba.sed on the i nvo l yeJ:l8 rc of 

i n the hope t hai; the Assombly i.f ()uld ,york: and the ::xecutivc 1ou 1:3. be set up ~ an d. 

2. 
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Al thoue'h the SDLP 'I'Tore not GOillE t o lay clm'ln any pre-condition::.; for the continua.ti.oL 

of talks , they 1!8r0 anxious to :Iillo'Vl tbe Unionist attHude to -the draft St anciine' 

of broad pol i cy and d.etail tm..-ards all a.1;;pcCtS of life in t::tE~ province. He tl'.ought 

thl t rx }'auU:ner had appeared to lay dmm condi tieDs upon Khich tho Un:i..0l1i~3t Party 

"lOuld ru:W0 to be satisfied before an "xceutive could. be for , od. Security, 

i nternment and police h;:1.d beon ment ioned. All \w:ce :c83erYGc1. lnEl.tt(;rs ~ 1Thich the 

SDLP "!01'e uill:i.llg to di scuss Hith t he Secretary of state . '1.'hey ~3ho ulrl not ? 

hOVlever~ be d i sc'l.u}sed at thG pres~~nt IDce tillg' . Er. J?i tt cOi.'1cluded by ::mying that 

t he SD1P accepted the COl1sti tuhon Act , inc l ulbTl5 t!18 ,:';xocutivG Oath ; 

t ho. t the meeting would agree i l"l principle to the i'orJ:13. ti.on of an Executive; and 

t lla t all tho par'tic:::; l;ould. accept the draft Sta!lding OY'del' s fo!:' tll, AFlS011bly . 

6. ;':1' F~icE. ac cepted. t he Seere t ary of ::::tate ' s opening st{).tor,lent ~ the Oath and 

t he Constitution Act . His p.3,rty did nl)t 1~ish to look b ack\v,;:xdfJ but fm'·w:l.l'd. to 

the f u t ure; he reaffirJrl2d that his party , liko the other hio , lTas 011pC88d t.o 

v iolcnco 9 and tlv.l-(; they uished to pm'cuc pol.itical 11lcan8 to end triG Pl'8 8e It 

In order to a chi.eye this , they uere anxious that an Execut ' ve s hould 

be f Ol'l11f!d . 

ASS 81r:bly b 8 tueell t he thl.'ec lx'lr tie::; a t the meetinG on the Ref-or:: of the COf'.11l :L'ctee 

on the Standing Orders , and he hoped t 11a t any differences C Ot,. cl be r esolv ed i n 

8. l'he f i r s t priori J~y \[as t o bave dis c1.w3ions a bo·,'.t s ocia l a.nd C! ccnonic :;:cc o'Jlem~; ; 

t hese i'JG.··C vita l i SE'nes . a.nd the 2.g:rc e r;;en t ~lhich 'd a s 1 i ke ly t o be :c,:;acheoi by 

all F:lyhes in t he Bxocut ivo "7o tucl help bincl up the divj.s ions ,·rithin lJortl1er. 

be drc(\m up; ho~: to deal Hith Bccie ], and econor:li.c pl'obJ.eD8 s .. o:.tlcl be high on 

t he 1.' st. Di;:Jc1:,ssions about Svanding Orclors shon.lcl be Eie::arate . 



8.1 tho1).gl1 he d.id not vrish t o enter into 8, detailed. di[?cuBsion at the present: 

meeting, he thought the on.ly controver::;i[l l item would be the Frayer . U11ile his 

party miGht not feel ol:.lig'ecl to s upport any D"JY:snclment::; about the Eace, t he 

Ser j eant-at-A.rnm or " I,D.' SpeakeI'l l 1 they 1'1Ou1d be bourlCl to s uppor t the a mendment 

t 11tlt a t tcndance El.t IITayers woul.d presumably not be coml")ei,l sory . Thi s \las 

cer t a i nly the position a t llestm:l.nster . 

11 . EI' .Qy.rri~ suggested tl"rai; i t liould be bot t er Dot t o d i scu s;::, l'Gservccl IilCttters 

a t the present meeting but fi rs t to look f or agre (3J:lon t i n prinr~iple that an 

Exect:.t ive s houl d be; for'me d t and then to d iscus s t he imI) lement~ti ()n of an aGreed 

policy. L-:J::.JLE!£ said t hat t he pa.rt i es should avoid areas of lloten t iaJ. d 1.8--

agr'eement a t thi s stage S> and begin by l ooki ng a t t bose 2-1'e2.3 1;Jl~ere they I-lere 

likely t o 1.'0ach l1{tr'eemsnt. The I'leeting mi ght, therefore ~ i'i1'8t tm'n to 80.:;ia.1 

and economi c policy~ 'i'lho:re ~ althoUGh the p.).rtiGs i'iould }VW8 d i fferent a ppI'oa c ll", s , 

t here '\';ould 1)e; Creed: scope :f or construct:ive di.scuHsion D.nd a{,Teer.lcnt ; only 

'when t hes8 areas lead b 0021 d:i.8Gll:Jscd should t he rart i es l ook at thO;38 DT88.S tlhore 

t hey were li.ke l y t o disagree. 

12 . Yll'..J5U:'.!lO said t hat i t Has :.i.m:portant t ha t t he preoent meet ing ::110V.1d be kept 

conf iden tiaL ci'h~LJ?.§s.:.rotC~:"._9LStaJ.2. agreed t hat t he; t alks .should l'ema i n 

confid0ntial ~ and i n the follovJi ng rl:i_scm:sion t here H'E;';-:; a geD.E:1:r.a l f eo1:il1€ the. t 

a singl o ag:reed Gi;atereent sh ould be r eleased t o tho }'1'083 at the end of t he 

day and t h::tt t here s hould. be no corr;[,1cnt either by tho Se c:re t ary of State OJ.' by 

any of ·the t hr ee part i es . If tlle pa.:r't:y" l oaders 1:ook par t i n Yl interv-i eil[s , 

t hey NQuld i .l1ovitabJ.y b8 drmrn into COrJ.111e n t ing on the Etf,Toecl statc);,ent aL'!d t h~cs 

coul ,l on ly l ead to dis s er:~-; ion . 

13 . J.1rJ):ra~:f oE,1 agreed t ha t a b 3.3 i s of confidentiality 1'Jas 8SCclGntia.1. 

l iOuI d be an i nnovation J a nd i f there 1-181'e any lc;aks a.ny future tal ks 

dis cU13sed at t he end of t ho day . 

Tb,i8 

In c ODment :lllg on t he -propof:J.:1 J. thD.t the L·{~G ting f3h o v.J.d c onc:mtrate on l ike ", ;! 
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said. that as everyone aecepted. the Consti hl't;ion /:..ct uud in P' rtieular ~1eGt:!.on 2 

of tha.t Act, the fj.rst prjority ,'las to dif; Cl).,sS the :!?olicy tn8,t sbould be agreed 

and Cldoptcd by a pmler-sha.ring IDxceutiv(,; l:ork:Lug CI't er tbe next fOlU' year:.>. ',r'he 

.So2.!P:J;2:!.Y.....s~Lg_t~i~ said [;11".1t he ',m~) prer"-l.red~ i f it hclpCCl , i.o d .i s cuss ,lrCilS of 

di~,;agroement j.ndiviclaally \':ith the parties. 

15. Hl' Ilrildfo.cl Gaid t113.1; an thJ.'ee partios o.cceI)tc~d the principle of a :r::MCI'-

sl18.ring ji;:;:ccutive and tInt there ,,,ere vnliln1y to be chfficu1tic8 in iJ,,;reeing a n 

economic and soc:Ul.l progra!D.:lle. J:lcv' r the l oss , the Unionif.l t elec torato vias 

appreheni:iivo abOtlt }nT<,er-sh..'lr:i.n·8 , and :Lt 'olould be 'useful to k:nOli a t the boC:i.n,r> jpt; 

of the discu..ssions pt'8cis ely uha t difforencos \Tere going to energ over tIl 

f:.nibj (~(' t>:~ 1'lh,jeh Hould }1:cobably be divisive. It Has important that the Elcet ins 

should graPllle l'lith the so ir.:,suc:J stra:Lc:hta11t:W and he 2.sked for nn :i,ndication 

of' "1'.'0 C'T)TlPI" att ·;·I-" ··I,, to·· .. '1"d'" (rl) '''O l ~C'" '-jr~ curl C' o C"I,-i+v P '~(J v _ t..)JA" J_ IJ ~ ..L V vu e " \ 01(.4._.;:) U 1:' _J.. .1- .1."0 Cl,, 01........ • .... v . v. .'" ..... 1 _.__.1._ in p8.rticulc:C 

\'lhether the secux'itr fOY" (;es '\"!ould receive th(~ Sll_pport of the ontirrJ adElinistration r 

and (b ) tho rent ::.ncl rate striJm. it cbx':i.i' ica t:i.on of attitucl.2S "i:ould be he1l)ful , 

and ,'laS expected by the e lectorate. He ChOl.crht it l1ou1d be Hl'Ong for t' Le 

meeting to beCOT!le llwol yccl in a deta iled o'l'gument about tho ;;.;tn.nding Cl'ders . 

16 . .He lllli~ atreecl t:!'l3 t L 8 contentious issues would have to be f aced , but t he 

ob je c ti,\TO of t he talks \ms to find aGreement ; t he meeting shcm1d f thGl'oforc r 

start w:i..th areas 1-,her8 agreen:cnt cO'.Jld be io'..m.d ancl aftel''i'iards to Ii:OVG on to t he 

on t he d:ivisiv-8 i ss les before there could, bE~ any :f:L1 £11 aeTee::2cnt ab()Ut the 

i:;xe cutiVQ b'ut it liOUId he lp to get provi:::;:i.ona l agree ,1rmt on t ho other issues firs t. 

l1r)!"\:i.tt enlarced on this point and said 't h'l t there lvere "\'Tl' 8C"::Cl':J I1 on both 

extrer es of the GO~.Jr::llmi ty \':ho i'lcre d .;tel' L1ined tlu t an :;~::{8cuti ve ~;ho1.l1d not [;2 t 

off t 11" crolll1cl. Ae,"ree rnent in }):;:' i nc:L pJe to f orr:) an :~:.:: ecu t ive \·;ould c',i.minisll "he i:r 

i nfluence. 

h::ld beon discu!:J3Cd , and it )la.s i.mport.ant t.hr::l,t the r:ce~3[~ statEment at the end of 

t h0 day 3nm;.J,d not be too op t;:Lwi::Jt i c and, PI' 'v oke [1 ~)'U:blic rE:8.ction tt .. a.-t the 

had 'been )"8.'301\;80. . }Io was of the o]Jin ion ti" t one.:; a meotil\.<; h:C.d o. oalt ",ith ~;l~e 

I 5. 
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nOl1-Gontentious issues and had es tabl ished a n atmosp.lere of mutual co nfidence, 

it \lould be fa:c easier to take a constructiv~ attitud.e to the s1).b,ject c' "l-ibch 1·:oro 

going to arouse disat.::reement . 

18. ftc TI-'I'lO said that the meeting ' :J Et~)})roach shoul d be to establish limited areas 

of agreement. '1.'hi;; development 1";ould be Greatly Helcomed by the p:;ople of 

Northern Ireland.; it lTould l'l'oduce optiuism and VTould help to change the prescnt 

climate of public ap~l.tll;T in Hhich violence flouri s hed. 

19. l :.±!'.. Pa}dll'-Yl:.~ sUGgested that, if tho meeting l,ri,.::lJed to l'iin public confidence, 

it would help if there Hera a el.e.ar sto.teJr.cnt -G hat the }fCC ~·Ji18 ac:cepted as the 

Police Porce of the country. 'l'hin i.r;sue ,·vas II non-nogotiable l! • 

ntatemBnt s ' ould be decided la-(;er ~ but that its ton·:; .shou:Ld be one of cautious 

content ious itenr3 r a11(l then ou.:i ldi.ng Oli the) atmosphere of t:cust \{hich \,lould be 

created to neGotiato tho more COiltentious i ssues. I:r:_Q.~1£.l:~ arlct i::.?:. Ell.t;:.Q l't:pf;a:tecl 

that t he mc·eting SllOciLcl start I!ith thn subjocts which 1 m Id b G t1H: l','HolPO;18ihilit:;r 

of t he ;~:Z:t~cutive in. the Assembly, and then discuDs t he d j.visivG issues - ul ie!! 

1i l'fre after al l a \-Testl"instCl' respol1sibHi ty _. T;Tith tho Secretary of State citber 

generally accepted Plat agTeernent on non-eontrovo:csial i::::suos 1"io'..l}d o:11y be a fi-r~Jt 

sbge :i.n roo.chine OYt;raJl ag:res~r:~ont on tllf) l,asis of \'7hich an Exucutive rn:i_!.Sht bo 

forrned. ! 

t he Unionist and S')11: Parties. 'l'h~ very f act ) h01-TeVer , of reachinG qualified 

agreo;:nent a:3 a first f;tOP ·Honld bo a holp in t he second J.1:U't of the di.GC\.l.~33i.ons . 

forgotten or lwcler-ra·i;ed . 

21. '2he Lloetine then t uru()d briefly to some of the cf.mten tiot8 i ssues whi.ch Dad 

c laim.ln.c; th:1t it had b een inibnl}y a Jn8.J.n;;) of pr\wentinc violenCe) lIiliell'dould 

otheri'Jise h'3.Vl, occu:rrccL J2'~]!_~.Y.l:0l recocni sed that L; YiOlJld not be possible to 

t ake pa:rt :in the :1.' 811 -(; and r:J.t8~:; str i ke or O}lpor:e tho sccnrity- forces if one ·\'i:18 a 

6. 
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22. Nr F'it"t thought that -the parties ~ differing vi 8HS on the RUe c ould not be 

r esolved at the present meeting . He suggeBted U at Hr Paisl ey's amendmerd;s on the 

Standing Orders v:ere purely an attempt to put the Unionists i n an embarrassing 

po sition~ and to prevent them from joining the othgr parties in an Executive. It 

v<as very ilnport[~nt that a COr:lpro. lise should be l1o[oHated on this . Ji!.....E9..lY.2.! 
stressetl tha.t the Unionist e l ectorate had no great ent hus iasm f or power.-sha ring v 

but the:cC3 Has a general haDe that some constrnct.i ve scheme v-lOuJ .. d emerge. 

fu::..Pa~~.12 said that his . party was bound to vot e for t he Prayer for th e Head of 

State ~ ~§.DL[', indicated tha t there vias scope for priva te discu ssion and tha t it 

. was. essential that the StEmding Orders \"ere discussed oet,veen tho parties b efore 

15 October'. In t he course of d.iscus s ion, the A.lli.?-Yl;28, P~t p~inted. out t hat ·t.he 

Unioni s ts we:ce in a v ery difficult position, and I:L~.2.P.2l: "\<TOndered whether the 

Assembly mi ght nat f a.s a compromise, adopt the Lord. fs Pra:{6r ,,,h ich Has u..YJj.7er;~s- 1 1 ,y 

i n this matter but uent on to say that thex'c Has cl early scope for compromi se and 

t hat his own good offices v·lert~ available if he could help the parties to reach 

agreerneon t. 

23. .TI:~,2...1?2££21~l2..2f...§~j!£, then tu.:ened the di scu.ssion to t he a.fternoon pl'o gr[~fi'in e < 

It 'Jas a greed the;t first there should be a session on economic '.w d social i ssucr,; , 

t hat th e meeting . hould identify tho more contentious i ssu es and fi.na.1J.y conside r 

tr··, for;n of the Press statement and decide vlhether 'J.'V and Pr·88 3 intervievJS s .. ould 

be given at the end of th e day , 

')'ho meetj.ng adjouY"n~d at 12 45 pm and the parties held separate discussions in t~lCir 

d.elegation rooms before g oing to lunch at 1 00 pm. 
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24e ~"he l)a:cties ag.:reed rrith the secretary of state!~) .proposal t'nat econom:Lc 

and social i ssues should -be d:~,3cussed for the fi.:C'st hOUT durin(~ thE) afternoon, 

tha t the l1t)xt half hon.r &~ ould be devoted to identifyin'r, t he more conterrti oll.s 

i ssues and th8,1; tho remaining time should then be made available to enable an 

agreed. press statement to be propared~ 

25 ~ ~~~~~ S£~l=£Gt'?:.J~2 ... ~2f _2,t§;~~S:. l!.laclc~ it clear that he liToulcl not be prepsred to go 

on television or radio to cliscllss any agreed statement. '!Jhethor any of tho 

political parties \1ould i-Jish to enter into any such d.iscuusiomJ ,'TOnId be up to 

t hem but he hoped that i t \JOuli be pos:3ible for them to agree not to add anythinc; 

t o tll(o- agToed. sta.temen.t e 

t bat they preferred tno.t no inter-vic,,!:::; should be given after the agreed 1:;i;atcnwnt 

s hould say that the pa rties ha d ['.Greed not to acld anythinc further by I'100y of 

be aeereed '-Thi.ch Ji'l£tde it urmecens"'.ry f01> any party to go on telev:i.sion or ac.d 2,ny 

gloss. A statement mau.e by one party might easiJ.y lead to fl.lTthcr and different 

stat ements be i ng made by the other parties, 'ihieh vrou l d destroy pu·bl ic 

ensE:~ntial if an Executi\Te i-;a s to be for!.i18d ~ Such, a.n. agreem.ent naGel. not exten.d to 

detail but c ould c onsist of agreed 0\'orcd.1 objectives f3u.ch 8.:3 those c onta:inccl in 

It should he pos8ibl~ 

out in their first term of office. It miGht be b:lsod on the CO;:-JIIlOn objective:s of 

obtainiYlg a rising stalldard of livi llG" fu.ll 8!":lployJflcn.t Ul1d soci~l justice ~ It 

a) an ocoDo~dc plan 

C OI:Jw U ... YJj ty r elations 

c. gT"icl11 tu.re 
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e) t ranspor· t 

f ) ed.uea tion 

g) cultu:ce and COlJ1HlU11ieationEJ 

h) t he envi.ToY'Jllent 

i) labour r elat:iomi and industrial democracy 

;j) po:.;rerty 

He added tha t although pric es policy i'iQuIrl not d i T8ctly con C: Ol'n the nxecu t iv8 it 

should be pO :3sible 1'01' the Executive to make D.. lo cal contribution. He thour;ht t nRt 

i t vlOuld b0 polit:i. c~lly a ttTD.ctiv8 to thc Union.i.::;t Po.rly :for the E:t~ccu-c iv e to agree 

to seek, g"l"f':8. ter illdGpcYl.dence f or N'ol'thcr11 IrelaYld i n tIle mal1&.gewen.t of ce cI)'Druie 

affairs. C 1(1).1:' t ar,s-et s mi ght be la id dO"\V11 in such fiel~ls as empl oYf!lcmt and 

i nVE:'i3trnent 2nd an economic plan mi[~ht be prepared by a centra l plarm:i ng u.nit. 

stay ,·;ithin tho broad f ramc;wI"k of t he UX econo.ro.y an(l H!1J.ch 'i'r\Ju ld depend on how much 

There vras no a1 tern2.tivc f he believed , to p2.rity VIi t.h t h':) UK i. n socia l s erVH~8S . 

On a ~;T :Lcult;u.re i t tlOuld be i mportant to re cogD.i.se "th~ .. t tho 38a11 

in NortheTn Irels.nd set it apart f :Nm t he T0St of' the UK , and :1. n t he fi e ld of 

t Ta l1spo:t t o.ny fl1.tuIe ~~:xec1J.tive ,,';ould iL£T..ed ia,tely be fa ce d ~·,. it}l t he cu()::~ tion of ~·Th.:lt 

f utur e t he railways of No:cthsrn Ireland s hould havee: . Altho'.-lgh it ],1i';ht be chl·fi c '.l.1;; 

t o agr(;8 a 4--yoo'1.r IJX'og-.canr:-:.e in advance r he c ou l d. see no seri ous cliffi cl.11 t i es iil 

pursuo those obj ecti'!es vli 'L,h flexibility. 

28~ Mr :~lnier could also see no - ----.. -~~-
All t he y.'lrtio:3 des5,l~e 'J economic and social de~lGIG})[Qont on bGhs.lf 0 :'" .lv:~·8 people c.r 

ilnp o.rta~!lt an.ll prJri t y i ll 8 ocia 1 servi.ces desirable fj 
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to dHY. Ar)1. CO?P:~£. suggested t:ha.t trw tbreo paro.os Ghould agree to fo:rm a 

8ub-co:)1mittee l/{~liGh could. prepare an econo!'llic and s oc:i.al p:cogramme of the sort 

Hhich ha::l been proposed. 

298 liE.. BTaQ;LCird. thouC:ht tha.t it Ju:Lght not be realistic to tr:l to reach an 

agreed program.me in detail becau.se mud;. ,(·rould depend on the money t Lat \·roul d be 

made available by HI,! Ti·es.su.C'.'T; the T-ixecuLive IrlOuId 11aveto :~ork \·.'ithin tbE) l'ubJic 

Pl"" OC(~rlv~"es e-

. th.s:t 1;:::.e Unionist Party Kas doctrina:i.re on economic matters; he accepted. that 

tb.ere \'iould be a~ mix:tlrrf~ of froe 81J.tsrpr :i.s o an.d GO"\Fcn:llJJ1(:;nt assiDtan.cc 8~Deei.al1:y1' 

designed to meet the need.s of Northern Ireland . 1-11" Faulkner was c oncerned. to 

knOH uha t relationship an 2xecutivo would ha.ve "l i th tho }; }~C on regiona l aid. Tn 

part icular l' he wanted t o hJOu v7110t1181' the 'Dxecu.tiv8 l0[0uld ~~8.VC to work tln\)ug'h 

Hi t11 l;}.te:r: by rowsll - see below). 

fi r NorthGrn I:celanJ. in the ji:F;C was in.adequa te. At] to education, the :3DLP policy 

document looked to'i'Tal' cis integrat ion after consul -Cation ';lith interes ted }y3.yti'_,r3 and 

t he implementation of experimental schemes; their minds wore not c losed on this 

i ssue. He thou;ht that the targe t s for l1ou;:;e lmil(l inc; had been too l ou ; l ard m;l.~:; 

availn.bJ.e and an E;xecutivG should agree to vork for a 0..ramatic increase . Li. ~e 

''cU. correctly plu.cccl COlllli1'J.ni ty rela·~ions hi i~h on the l is t of priori 'ci es . 

I n the P2.st iD.8ufficit::nt r8f3011'.'CCOS had b8eJ). de\roted to tn.is ficlci. 

a gree on eene:cal e(: 011~) 111ic and social po1:Lc ies. Over a 4-year period pTo1)len'ls ~'lOltld. 

poli.cy . This s nould not be allo;ved to o'bs cure the fact, hm'!8V(;l' 9 tha t the TJnionh:t 

c onsi d2:r , for CXLl r::1p J.C $ t}1 ~': pllbIic oi .. n:l~rshi. p of pr:i.v:.l tel~f re11~~ cjd ace ollunocli.l tion an.d 
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of certain fiGhing right;.>. 'rha SllLP believed in 1181'1 ecoD.omic and ~joc :L(tl poL; cies 

"Thieh 'i70uld have to be disc-J.ssecl further-. }):Jl._Cool~"t sw.,;gcst ed that sucb d.eta U 

could conveniently be discussed b~r t he s1).b-comrD.Hte", uhtch he had pr opos ed should 

be forrited to cliscuss ~;ocial and economic qu(!stions. lit .. ,I.j;oQl2?d: a l so stressed 

t hat tbe SDLP l-vere amrio ulJ to i.'1trcdu.ce n01': polic i es . l<'or example, although 

parity in socic,J.. Sel" ices 'tJe.S probably essential , pilot ;)C.lemes might be inii:lc.ted 

l;hich dep'.rted fr OB p:.n:ity and the ~)J)U) env:lsago(l more State interv'8ni:ion, for 

exc..mple i n 11[;1:'icultu.l'e. J.1r __ Dov.:_J:.U :pointed out tl-Bt thE; F'ine Gael and. Labour 

for med theil' ··oa.liJ,;ion on the :,as i s of a staie12cnt on bro"d objectiv8s . He sugGested 

tha t the p8.rtlcs rOl 1.D.d the t ab J.e could (Lo much the same. 

':( ~ 

./;). 

Executive F0T0 formed u.nd get undor ~!ay , wan,! things (;oulJ '00 done in Northern 

w:liel' , ray, 1 OHever 1 I urthcr n I ,'elRnd vlould i n :.:tll pro:::abil:U;y '0 0 dealt "'ith in much 

the same \\'uy as .scotlund t:nd ',jules.. mI TreaGLU'Y woul d be prepH:r.ecl to <. 0 t h:in[;'s fOl' 

an 7~xecut iV'G \,r]:1:i.c11 , if north~rn L :'eland ~'70r-~ l ike Sco tl::U]u and ";3.1es , tl ey ',';ou ld be 

l.U1vT ilJ. :Lng to do . hrd:hcT , the l oca l gaverrmcnt ~J'.:;tem i n Northern I reland cLm,::'1.ud(}d 

a. SY:3"l:8L C'i' devolved. c;ovornn;ont since other v istJ c~mt:ca l con tr ol \-l(lU d '0 0 too TGXUO-CG 

f l'om the l oca l areas invo. \Tcd, On ths othel' h:md , he thou~;bt th~Lt arry :;:;xocuU.vc 

uonld "e i·!e} ). adv i sed 0 stick close:L;;, to :;x;.rHy ',;i th the re~~t of the LJX in ;>oci:J.l 

i;"---1.t i lli" l-Oi 1t r:JEl.de by the Secre tary of State applied. 8C!lul1;r t ~rrangem(mt8 

made for the:' repre sent:1.tion of Northern Iris h ini.: e:;:ec.ts in t he context or th~ ~;uc . 

Nor therD. J.relal"ld , as pJ.r t of the vb:, ~'JQS :represen t ed t hr01.:Ch n:n Go'r')rmlel1 t but 

special a rrangements P.ted a J.ready b GCl1 llJD.de to ensure t h6. t acco·\.mt Has taken of 

Nor thern Ireland i nterests and. the \-: or}~j,ng of Em BXeC1.l.tivo uould enBlU.'O the 

pi-:.rtics I t l';O Lnmbe:cs 08:ln,';' ~;u:)pl:Led each by the Un:l.on:i.st Part~· and the .')DL} and 

one by JC10 Al1:i"mce Pcu>ty ~ these nUI!:bers being :,! L:'lOut [-l'c:judice to t}, G al.lcca ',j.021 

of po;.; t s to C[wr. rm:ty iJl the Sxcc,:ti'TG ? ;';r .l~Il.1l::'311 Q~-;r· c .:-cl to c:u3si c l; Ole sub-

)\ 

c or,m.i V.; 00 fUel t he Secre .;al'Y of Stat e tD-3.de :i. t cle21' t ha t offici3,ls .rould be availab _ '? ~ 

It uas l ater D.Greed t hat t he sub-(:orJD:i. tt ec ~-rou.ld ccn::-,i st of J.:.r 11 000 1"<,1' 

( Al1iclllce ) ; Er Iir Eer-,TOl' 

I.,' ... ·rty) anc't t h ", , - )' + F ()1'1r! rc .;:"'O ~- "'t ·1 0 "'''' o n 1"on '1,, '-/ ,0, O~+O'"\ " 'Y' '1 0"'!"'> ,(.,,_ . . ~ ........ v . ~ V I .. i.. ..... • ~ ., ..... v ........ <:I.~.".J 1 _I.....: _u" '-' -" u ""' t"... ...... ,.o j _. 
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3~·& Durins- the di[)cussion on economic and soc:i_,.l issues, the que~3tion arose 1'l:lotner 

an Executive \'YOt11d be obliged to re::L'ond to any (leim t8 in the As ."embly on It re:c,crvecl" 

c onstitute an Adyisory CO:illl1ittee for the SecrE;tary of Sto..te on such issues an';. \';'ould 

no doul)t reflect point? IrL'Hle durin '; debates in the ASt18nbly \'ihen it made :('enl'esent-

atiollS t o the Secretary of state t11rouc11 tIle A.d."'liscry COill!nittGGo F..es:po:nsib~Llit:T 

for thinp;s clone on "1'88e:('vod" matters \wulcl be acc eptcd. by the ;:;8crci:ary of :::;tato 

alld it 'dou.ld to tal~G an)'" stlL::re of tllH rcsponDii)ilitj" or.. 

such matteTs in the Assembly. 

not provide i.nsuPQ),:J.ble problems and l:JC)uld. only cO:::l1J1en.t a t thi:-; ~;-cai::c thn:t he d.icl 

not; see hm·! a pol:i.ce force C OU1~1 be bu :i.1.t up and strengthc:l.1ed if its very ex:.i ::;t:erl.cc 

of polie;:i.ng Has bounJ to inclu.d.G the vIhole qU8stion of s ccur:i.t j and. the AnnY ! :5 

, . . ' ; ~nce . m·l Go T81'mllent 112.nted to build up the police and r OlllO':8 tIle Ari!ly )·;b1.c11 

s oemed to be an ob ;jectivo uhich ,'!Ould be acceptable to 0.11 three lnrties G ~he SCCO::'lG. 

contentious issuo was detent ion. On this subjoct he would listen to all T8prosen~st ionJ 

en:lin:s of vjoleY1Ce and any measures 'Hhich cont1' i-bu-ced to thB."c end >!01.i.ld h'3.ve 'l:O be 

kept. l~ on()thele:Js the part ie;:; Di ,sht "rish to recoE1I:1811d thJ. t SOr.l(~ d1anees 3hoLlld be 

1l1c1. de . Es ViaS prepo.red for the full est d:iscussions on tho di~fic\l1';:i. 8s \·;h:i.ch. 11s· 

f aced in this Dl8.tt8l' ~ He af,Toecl \rith !,Ir Fi t~~._~_ interpret!:!. tion t h'3. t emerge:'lcy :90~lC1'3 

g enerally c ame \lTi thin tho heD-ding of deto JJ~ion as D.. ('on'c8tLi;ions i ssue . C on-;;inv.::'J.1g ~ 

c ontcntiou3 :i. :::;SUEJ f or ej j, ;3cussioJl 0..1 thou.Sh he h::,d. note,l tho implico.Li. or:l 0.->:' l"r""l" 
1. I..,. 

ea rlier l'ello.:dm 'Lnt no Inembcr of the S;)IP '::')ull boco:-:o :.. m~l-:lbcr of an :;xec1..l.tivo 

Council of 11'o1an(1 shonlcl be inc.luded i n the Jist of contcntiO~.l3 ).SSUDS. 1,. 1 ·c h')u,:;h 

no 'e r:;.}}.l1't itc G~j~)f'o:rel1ce could t::.ke 

i 2 
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36. 11}~Cuf:1?ie .'rondered vlheth0l' the Standinc; Or,jers for tb~ Assembly ~;hou ld also 

proposed sub-com:rni t tee on economi c and socia l ques tions c3110uld also bo invited. to 

11m-rever t t .2.t it v;ould be inappropri,':'.te for a 3ub-conuuittco vihich i~cl.udocl the 

Einister of sta,te (HI' Howell) to dC9J. l'rUh Standing Order s E3.S these v{ore enhl'81y 

a matter for the parti es themselves. ]'1r ?au ~17. sai d t hut the Unioni;.~t Party 

"raG nleeting on lTonda~.r afterllOOYl to diGClVJS the proposed St8.rtc:illg Ol"'do:-s [lr~d f"Llrtllcr 

progress on that subject 1'7 01.11 et ha ve to l,-ai i as far as he 1m.s c oncerned until th:lt 

meGtinr: l'1:'l.d taken pIn ce • . I't..:."a:~ t129)~:1~92::..e __ ~~:c~~:1 tha teach p<nJcy HOi,d.d v:Ls i t the 

Secretary of state i ndivid 1,.;.al1y du:t:'inE~ l10nclay afternoon . The til-:leS lfOuL) be 

arranGed Hith the Secretary of state ! s Office , 'cs }j-D c- into aCCOlLvit the fo_c t t '!].8. t.: 

the Unionis t PH.TLy il"ould. not be free until <1. . 30 pm. ~ further meet in g 

could t 1en ~a ko pl[.3.,ce oe-r.uoen all the parties together \·;i 1.:h tho Se8retary 

of state on tho rr.orning of ~:1..wsd.ay , 9 Oc -'cobcTr J.n order to cow; i o.e r uhat Pl'O?TCS8 

ocononic and social p:cogramm8 . 

37. A s tatement IJropared on. the basis of t be (U.S CLl.:3S iOl1,;, so f ar 1'18.03 c ircu l a ted. 

tn a J.l t hose a ttcmrling the Ilw c-:;i nt7 [1n o_ eo_ell party then 1eft to con s :idcr it 

abou.t amendment::; pro posed by the pax'ties . As a rosult, the ::.:tatsl1lent a ttuched Cl S 

Anlle x B to those minutes was agreed ancl tho SeCr01;:::I'Y of ;:; 'c:ate and the poli '. ica l 

ptir ties agreed not to make any ftLrthcr (:oJH:1ent to t he Pre s :::· f Tcl!;vis:i.on or ~':;'ad> 0 

0 :1 the state ent . 

Th e meeting ended 3. t 5.30 pm. 

8 October _._--_. 1 9r!~ 
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1;~nDAY 5 OC'L'ODSH 1 973 

This is an hL;toric meetinG' for Horthol'n Ireland., Hcme of us \Vi l l 

as individua.ls or collectively. 

'Vne Hort hern Ireland Constitution Act, 197'3 9 provides t he shlivtory bafJis 

of a conntitu.ti.onr3.1 settlcmorlt fo~r IJorthcl'11 Ircl~nd $ It is n.ot c .. 

rnonths. All those vlho h.av8 a real concern fo}' I~Ol· th(;l'n I:celan6. and ::.-\;3 

c itizens ar'e loob.ne; t o the parties I'epresent c:cl in the NortlK:rn Ire J. e.nd 

by ii;se lf ~ Bolve all Northe~cn IreJ.and i :=,( problf):!w. But I am convinced. t1)('\t 

the great majority of people '\;Tinh to see theu' el.ected. j"eI)I' s<:lent,liiv(;s 

manaGing j in 1::.1' (;'<) measure 9 thoir o~m affai.rs. The forces of violence 

t Of;ether. 

Let me say at the start t hat t hough I ~ 2Xld T believe .'7011 5 mn anxiow:: t o 

a1r:()st not1-1irlS" cOD.leI be 1'lorse than [;.n Executiv"e vTItiC11 h&s beell f OLDed \·:it f~out 

!)rope:c dif;i G1J. :~s:i.on D.n.d cou_l c~ riot ~n.ol c3. to;2:C!theJ~ 4i TIlts is not t he intel1ti.on 

on the n orthern In:lancl FlTties here represented. The Execu.tive can onJ y 

Her Hajc 2, t y f s Government ~lj_ll bE; v ery ci.:irc c t l y :i.nvolved. '.'le shal l do all i n 

arg1.U:G8n"t arId. ba.rgr.3.:l11inr;.-: But i f aereement is not TGLl Chcd o:nly t he Jl1811 of 

v i olencG \'lin bone fj_t ; thB_t ,-lOu} -] 1)8 a v e t';; r~'8Q.t tragedy for the ;:>eo-ple of 

Northern Ireland. 

, 
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be able to exerc ise his statutory duty under the.t Act of m.akinc appointments 

to the Northern Ireland Exec·u.tive . But before ue C3.11 Get to thiJ.t stage the 

Sccrcte:.I'Y of S to.tc is roqu:!.:r.'ud b:( the 1,n! to satisfy Parlinment at \']estmin:3tcr 

th3.t e. IJo r thern 1r-61and Exec'J.tiv8 can te f ormed vlhich t ha.ving recnrd to tl:!.e 

S'0.ppor'i; it cO!l'JTIanus in the Lssembly and the electorate on i'lh:Lch that SlJP.~)Ort is 

baseo, j.s likely to be 'l'lidoJ.y acceptable throughout the cO!::1T.!l1.mi ty. reho S ecre-cnry 

of state is also reqL1j.rccl to ",atisfy himcJelf f and the Parliament at ',/estrJ.inster; 

that the lJorthern Ireland. Assembly has r.w,rle satisfactory provisions j.n its 

standing Orders fo'!.' the p'1.rposes set out in the Act ~ incl1J.di.ng the setting up 

of Consultative C oa'7li ttees . It is encouraging that the Presiding Offie81;3 i 

Committee h~tS produced a report rer::orm:n.enr :i.ru; 1lhai: the ASS8:obl.. I f.3 Standinc Orders 

should be and that they are to be discussed by the .Assomhly on 15 Octob81' . '1'[:8:;8 

aTe essential constitutional provj.sions which mll:'lt 'bi':l satisfi ed before an or,-le}~ 

can be laid befoTe: the \[eshlinster Pa.l'liamcmt appointi.ng a clay on whieJ'J. devolutjon 

rlJ~e ~Till disa:~):;:Jear anJ a c ompletely nm>}' 1'e1a tiondlipbei;,';ecn the United K:i..Il:;iom 

vlill emerGe. 

The Coyw-(;i.tuti on Act also ostabli.shes a m.tmber of other matters of the h:i. ghc~r;; 

I relO-nel rem~ins a 1>o.rt of thc United Kinc;:lon uIl1e,;8 and until thE' nnjori t~/ of the 

people d(:cide othe:rwise at a poll helel for this pUrpOfJe i and Parl i ament h9.s 

,-(cei cled tIm.J.. such a poll st-.3.11 noe 1)8 held 8,3.1' lier tbi'Hl 1983. 

The Constitution Act also contains the initial lcgi.lative autlwrity ~hich providc ~ 

for consul ta~ion~, aGreements f a.nd. arranGements i';i'~h the l\.epublic of Irc1anel, 

notabl" ~ so far 2.S the Northcl'J1 Ireland Executive? and Asseulbly i s concerned :I.n 

r espect of any transferred J:1,:: tters 0 

sector' either by laY or executi \·0 actio:1 , It pro'Jides fOI' the fJ8ttir.~ up of <A 

3tD,ni:~ng Advisory COlllniss i on on EU"l!sn }hghcs , These are all Dl.3.tters of t1lC 

The C;OJ.l[~titutio[!. Act i~ the only basis on l.lhich ,Ie GaD all movo foniard . ~Jc n,u,::1-

all accept ·~hat ti~G Constii;utiol1 .Act is th.G laiJ (l},ld t}~at aLl ~:xt?cutivc ii1lt~ t. 

COl1",c:icm-ciou" ly fulfil. i b;; duties u.nc1er :L t in tile :i. nk~:L·ests o·r Northern. lreLmcl 

e.nd i ts people <. 
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Tho Seeret ary of S ta te for Eorthern Ireland today had (lif.lcu;.~sjons I'l:i. th the 

l eaders and dele!Y,"dtes of the Alliance Party, the Social Do::nocrD,ti c and Iabo1.!r 

Party and the Ulster Unioni::; Party about the fOl'J:1ati on of a Horthe rn Ireland 

Executive as provj_d ,Q for under the Coast i tution A C-G 1973. 

All the p:::u't i es accepted this statemont IH!.a ap'88d that dj.GCll:3Siol1s should 

continne undor the pI'ovi~:ionr:; of the ('onst:Ltutiol1 [;_ct 197,). The pEccti0S 

agreed in prine iple that they shou_d ,·;ork to ,~eth(~l' wi.. th the ?,.jm of' fOYL!" YlZ D.n 

'rl1C' r e 

a greelllent ·vl0. S r'eacllcd CiliU ~1. sUb"-COl:ll11ittee Nas so C ul:J to VJor-}::. out a lUOl:~C u8ta.:ll~c.l 

progrC."'-.IT'Lo'ne io ir11:i.s sub-c o:!!.:.;}. ttec V,rill meet on l-Ioncl.ay" tI It V!3.S also E.:greed th.3.t 

each party s houl d ,-,tate sep:ll.'ately to the ;3c::cY'ct 'J.ry of S·~atc its attitude on 

t he more ccnten-c:LoH3 immG~} such as poJiciuZ ; detenti.on s.rrd c;. Cou;1cil o~_' Ire13.ncl 

on ,:;hi.c11 there JS a d:lve ... gence of vie,,, yot to be cliscu.ssccl arr.:i l'esolvc ci. Lny 

a g.ree~-:l ent l'e::tched to day is \{ithout prejudice to the ba sic ~ooli tic!}.l principles 

c ',(:; p.Jxties and. must be seen to be su ject to o·verall a.tl'cer:18u'c bcin,C; r83.811ec1. 

r·lo fur-tlwr public cOi;uncmt viill be made by any o f t h o f.; .. u·t i o3 im'·c,lverl be f ore the 

r18y:t rou_nd of tal1cs ~ FLlrtl1cI' d.i8Cl.l!:~sions ~'ii ll t~ll~e rlace on Tuesday o 

/ 
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