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worth remembering tha t during the past decade there has been intensive 

Provisional IHA activity in Ardoyneo Attempts made by the Provi s ional IHA 

to bu .. ild up an el ternati va sys t em of civil administration included their ovm 

"policing" arrangements and lIpur!ishmenta shootings. In the late 70s the 
, 

s6cur i ty forces assessed that the Provisi onal IRA proba bly d('lri ved a total 

annual ~Lncome of s ome .f~90tOOO in protection payments BJ1.d revenue from clubs t 

Black 'l'axis, businesses and the construction industry in the area. It is 

undoubtedly true that ordinary c i t:l.zens in the J\rdoy ne ha ve feHred f).ttack 

from outside but all this l awless activity \vi t hin the a rea ha s creat ed a fear 

of the orea on t he part of nnighbouring communities and of those \\1ho ha:vc 

suppli ed services to t he area. This 111'~s adversely affected efforts to ease 

the Ardoyne ' s problems . 

3e Provi s i onal I RA influence nO'1 seems to be waning and t he civil authori ties tn. 

r.ecent yeH.rs ha.ve been increasing their efforts, csp/!.!cially in relation to 

hou sing and envi ronmental conditions and the problems of social depriVation, 

the worst manifestations of whi.ch are found in the 24 \-lards of the 01 ty 

( including Ardoyne ) \'/hi ch compdse the Bclfafst. /.reas of Need .. 

4. r have attached e3.t Annex 1 a stati£; ti.oal Gxtract from the 19'79 Belfas'i; 

RounehoJ.d Survey on several of Belfast' s deprived wa rds .. includi ng fl r doyne f 

which quantifiefJ to some extent thfcl scale of depri v;;;,tion. Del3pi to the 

dif ficulties , hO,(!€V8Z'~ much wo:!'k :!..s bei ng carri ed out by public agC'Jnci~s Cl.nd 

l aat YC7C!.1.' I S area officer r':=port attached. at Annex 2 gi 'lea a detail~d accollnt 

of hO'(.!sing a.ction 9 youth and cOliJ.munity f",cil:.i.tiefj ~ and IJublic f.ll1'lenities and 

ernplo:rr.ient" This y ei.:U· t is l'cport ,d ll be a va::Uo.ble shortly and I shell a:r.ranga 

fo r you to r ecoi V'(l e. copy" 
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OX\ the speci fie $. s suea you rai M in oonn~ction wi th Enterprise &11616 ~ L\ 

Development Officer. for Brookfield IndustF'ial Estat e and the EJstab11shment 

of a GTe t I would make t hl} follot",ing commenta: -

5.1. Brookfield I ndus trial Es t ate is included in the Enterpris e Z~ne site 

for Belfast pres~ntly u.nder cons idera tion. It 1.tlI envisaged that once 

the Enterpris0 Zone l egislation gets through tho House a Development 

Officer would be appointed in connection \>/i til the implementatioll 

arrangements. 

5.2. Whether oX' not there should be a G1'C in Ardoyne is of course a mat ter 

for you to decide on the basis of advice from your Depar tment o f 

Hanpo\'>Ier Services. 

6. On the general approa ch of hoVl vIe are to t ackle Belfast' B social deprivation 

problems , on both s i des of the sectarian divide , I would suggest that the 

mos t a ppropriatC3 machinery for considering thes e i s the Belfust Areas of Noed 

\-Jorking Group ( see Annex 3) Nhich I have set up as part of the Belfast 

Comini ttees ' Structur e and t-lhich embodies a n Inter-Departmental and inter-agency 

a pproach to social deprivati on ~ You are very welcome t o attend meetings of 

the Group and of the Co-ordinating Corom ttee. 

7. Ardoyne, as part of' the Belfast ' s Areas of Need has already benefited from 

additional r esources a.mount ing to some £360.000 allocat ed by the previolls 

a0jr.inis tration for pre-school a.nd youth faci lities there. In addi tion , tho 

Hous i ng Execu tive , as the Area Officer Report shows, is heavily involved in 

i mpro't'in.g houGing and onvironmentel condi tiona. The Belfas t Areas or Need 

. Vlorlting Gro\.lp 'wi.ll try t o determine , a:nongs t. its other t asks , the s copo for 

acidi tional measures in Ardoyne \'4-;' th:i.n the constraints i mposed by the Cabinot t s 

public expenditure policies and in line with our philosophy of less Oovernm&nt 

intervention and more self-hel p. 

8. On baJ.ancf) v therefore, I f ael t ha t ' -Ie should contiuue to try to mako progress 

over G, ped.od of time by means of the steady . pa t ient work alrea dy tmder vW:l 

in Ar doyne and by t aldng appropriate opporturd ties through the Inter-De rt.mcllta l 

Bel faa 't Areas of Nee d ma chinery to gi va a ddi, t i.onaJ. a s sistance where possi bllZl. 

OJ. ven the scale o f Bolfas t' oS pr oblet ls :md t.he sec tarian implica Uons o:f' 

s electing a s ingl e area f or B~)cial troatment . eopecif~1y when no additional 



! 

! 

public funds are avu:Uable, it 11J.€i'.y no'lt be a.dviso.ble to r aille th.i..a 

particular hare a t; Irreaent. I hope you would &gre@ therex'oTCil that in 

the present public eXp$ndi tuxe olimat~ an oveiht epeeial in:!. ti~:A't~i ve on 

the Al'doyne. addi t i onal to Belfast Areas of Need~ \30uld be prf.>Ulatur® emd 

tha t ~JG should not involve tho Secretary of Stato at this st~g~ ", 

PHILIP GOODHART 

April 1980 
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