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NOTE OF A H.E:ETING liELD IN NIO(L) ON 5 JUlifE TO CONS IDER THE' SCOPE FOR '\a'\. 
DEVELOPING POLI1'ICAL CO-OPERATION \<iITH THE HEPlJBLIC OF IRELAND 

Those present: HI' Horiarty 
Miss Kelley 
}1I' Buxton 

Hr NeVlington ) 
Nr Thomas ) RID, FCO 

HI' Derek Hill 
HI' David Hill 

1. The purpose of the meeting was to consider how to take fOl;'ward the commit

ment made by the two Prime Hinisters on 21 Hay lito develop nevi <3.-'Yld closer 

political co-operation between their h/o Governments". 

2. Progress ought to be made \-li.th this before the next summit meeting. We 

might be able to put this off until the beginning of 1981 but Hr N('H·rington. 

reported that Mr Haughey had already requested a 10 minute meeting with the 

Prime Hinister in the margins of the Venice European Council and might use this 

to maintain the momentum of their relationship with a view to holding the next 

summit in September. 

3. miG could give a fairly positive response to any Irish desire for practica l 

co-operation. Our aim \1aS Hto keep Nr Haughey sueet 11, ie to maintain good 

relations by being as forthcoming as possible in the area of Anglo-Irish 

co-operation vlith a vim'>' to dissuading the Iri sh from making unhelpful comments 

on NI matters. The trend of history over the previous sixty years has been to 

rais e barriers within the British Isles and it might be possible to promote 

. converge!1ce inst ead of divergence. 11r Haughey ,iOuld be able to present such 

. developments as part of a proces s of removing barriers to eventual Irish unity 

but HNG should ensure tha t they were defensible aga inst accusations that it ,Jas 

promoting Irish unity.. In t his context it was noted that co-operation in some 

areas vJould lea d to self-evident mutua l advantage and that, in general , it was 

very much in line vii th the Europea.'1 Community policy of I'harmonisation fl
• It 

'was also noted that the common legi s l a tive and administrative background of the 

UK and the Republic might make Anglo-Irish harmonisation easier to achieve than 

Community harmoni sa tion (a.nd that to achieve the former would strengthen the 

lJK's posi tion in any negotiations on the l a tter). 

4. It vJaS a greed that the first s t ep should be to find out hat'" the Irish 

vJanted to de velop I!new .:::.nd closer poli ticE:tl co-oper a tion !f . It %nigr~t 06 

they were only seeki ng r" nOnlEMhat (; thereal arr angement, and if they did appea r 

inter est ed i n practical Go·-opera.tion in speci.fic a reas i t would be necessar y 

to discover \{hich c.rcas t hey had in mind. Mr Ne~li n8ton s a id he vlOulct a rra nge 
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an exploratory meeting "dth Irish officials for a mixed FCO/NIO team which 

shov~dinclude a representative from the Central Secretariat. 

5. In preparation for these discussions, the meeting went on to consider 

(in a fairly cursory manner) some .of the areas where there \oms some potential 

for political co-operation and to examine possible structures which might, be 

set up to implement this. It was not thought necessary at this stage to mount 

a massive exercise \dthin vJhitehal1 to examine the implications of these 

proposals, though this might be necessa.ry in due course. It Vlould, however~ 

be useful to have NICS cornments at an early stage; it \vas noted that the 

proposals vlere in line vii th the general theme of Nr Bell's memorandum of 9 May. 

Areas of Potential Co-operation 

6. A list of the areas of potential co-operation which were discussed is 

attached, together vlith a brief summary of the comments made on them. Hany 

are unlikely to lead, via legislative or administrative changes to complete 

convergence of practice but there is plenty of scope for consultation, 

co-operation and general statements of intent to co-operate. 

Structures 

7. The Iris.'l may be more concerned with the presentation than \oJith the sub

stance of Anglo-Irish co..,operation so there may be a need to consider ne\·/ 

structures of co-operation. The AIEC ma chinery is available and has not aroused 

controversy. It already has the contacts within Hhitehall, at Stormont and in 

Dublin to study the potential areas of co-operation which might be' identified 

and to prepare reports and recommendations. It would be possible tQ raise its 

profile through increased publicity or through the establishment of a permanent 

joint secretariat or by the sponsoring of 11inisterial meetings Q~der its aegis. 

These might be formalised as a Council of Anglo-Irish Yunisters on the model of 

the European COlu1cil of ~linisters. Alternatively, it might be possible to 

arrange regular bi-lateral meetings bet\veen the Prime Hinisters, supported by 

appropriate Ministers, on the model of the regular Anglo-French and Anglo-German 

political meetings. 

~ ~ t! L\'\\ 
~--l Lc;A, \ ,Iv \ \ 

• 

DJ E HILL 
Security an,d Internationa.l Division, London 

q Ju..."le 1980 
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-".REA::; OF POTENTIAL HlmBONISATION AND POLI TIC,'i]J CO-OPERl'.'l'ION BETIJEEN 
t'K AHD THE REPUBLIC OF l"REI,AND . 

Rir;ht for m<: ci ti =.ens to vote in Irish elect.i0Tl.:O; 
-'""'" - -- - ----"-
This might in due C01.).:cse lea d to pr essure on t he UK t o a.mend the regula tions 

'i;hi ch prevent. 2.11 but long-term res idents of Northern Ireland from voting in 

local end ASSCT!lbly elections. But for the moment t :1e onus \-12.S on t he I r i sh 

to do s omething .. Haughey hC\s publicly pr omi sed to conoider the me.tt er. 

Postal/telephone chD.rp,'e.~ 

Dr¢ver and v(~hicle licensi~ 

Ta::es and exci se d1.1t:i.es 

It \'Jas recognised t ha t this ,'las a very sens itj.ve area indee d and tha t proba1-)ly 

neither country coul d subordina te its monetary or fi. s cal policies to the need 

to keep in step with the other. Nevertheles.s there mi ght be scoIle for 

Gonsulta.tion r:'.nd some co-oper2.tio'lle 

Ha rmoni so.ti on of 18.\1 

StJ.bject t o cH1vice, it '.{as felt that t'!:is a r ea might s i"e ri se to a lot of 

useful co-oyerat i on, pe.rticulnrly D.S the hro cOlmtries ch2red t he s a r.le be.s ic 

Cornmon La\.; . The TecH Commiss ion mi[r,ht be encouro.ged. to be 8.l' I rish 1 2.H in 

mind und to spenk to the Irish L~n'l Cor:1mi ssion .. There may be s cope for more 

formc:lised r.1utuRl consultG.tion on chR...'1ges in domestic la1:-.' .. 

fl. specific , though th·:n'ny, e:::::.mple of h~J.rrl0nising 1e.i-iS. Both NI and t he 

Republic f .::(ce lege!.l chall enges to t he pres ent l en; in this CI.re8. . 

Ren.:::.tria.t ion of "Ori s oners _~ _______ ---r...",._ ..,_ ... , ___ ~ 

Thi s mi ght be a s ensitive issue l)",lt the Government has C!.lre3dy agre ed on t he 

genera.1 · desirnbili t y of bi - l a teral a rrangement s in this field . 

Investment incenti'!es 

for the s.<:i.me investment , t hus drivin g t he cost up",;clrc1.s . 
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Re~llations and s t andards 

e g food additives , nois e levels, building standards , health and safety , 

p?,tents, trade-marks and pha.rrnaceutica.l s . 

Transnort and Comrmnic8:tions 

Air routes I r oads, ferries, ports , S'I'D throughout the Britis h Isles. 

Huch co-operat i on is cclrec:.dy taking place in these areas . 

Continenta l Shelf 

The T,,-oiseach' G suggestion of 3 joint adlilinis tration for the disputed a reas , 

is a n on-sta rter but it mccy mea n tha t he Hill be r eceptive to our sugges tions 

for ending t he Carlingford LO"J.gh dis:::mte. 

Bloods tock r e ;:::i s t er s , 8.nimal hea lth and · breeding reP-"'.l.l e,tions . . . . '- ..,.. ~ ....... ~.. .. .. -
The hro pi':!rts of Irelond both have hieher s t ;:md3.rds than GB !~.~ D.nd t here 

apT)e2TS to be clos e c o-oper2.tion 2nd conS"Lllt ,,,,tion alrea dy. 

Reci:;rocD.l access to e:d s ting lis ts. Not much s cope for co- operc:tticm. 

Diff erences are a lre3.dy slight because comp:mies Ho'.1lc1. other-,,;i s e move to t he 

most f Rvour2.ble c::.reC1. . 

:2e.£9~i ti on of ex~ mino_tion 3t ondo.r ds, voct'.tional QU'JlificGtions 

It i s do·t1btful vihether eny problem exists. 

Direct Bro.'?.etc8.stJ.nr.- tF S.-::tolli tA --- .---_.----"--_._-
A s ins-Ie s O.t el1i te to co 'or the i:hole of t he 1.1){ is alre2.dy r::eing considered. 

Perho.ps it could be 8. Britis h I s les se.tellHe. 

'l'OH:::-:i. s m 

Join t uromotions ~~y te possi ble but there is nl reD.dy R lot of co-o~er~t ion 

nnd :!,r o1:abl:: .li ttle room for devel o:9~ent. 

c~ffic:iently . 
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Service s in :Sorder r..rea s 

There should be scope for co-o;)era.tiol1 in the provision of all sorts of 

services in border a reas , eg hospital, e duce,tional 2nd librc.r y f 2,cilities. 

As c:. r:1l.nir:1'J.m it should be p08sible to develop reciproca l arro.ns enents. 

_C...;;·o..;.m_.rn...:'l . .;.;:.'.n"",:i.:..;, t~T :opel Irf'::ern~ticn?1 PoU tic21 Vlr::l tters 

The Re:?ublic is r apidly emerging a s D. confident and pros perous r:;ember of the 

Euro::;e,:-,n Conmuni t ;,' . Ther e coul d be a great deal to be gnined from 

presenting a united ' 2.nglophone I f ront Hi t hin the EC. I nternati onally , t he 

Republic ha s greo.t influence '\:i th Third Horlo. 2nd non- J\ligned c01.l.ntries ,,,hich 

could be used to further any Anglo-Irish initiatives in int erna tione.l m2.t ters . 

Co- crper0.tion micht be directed t: .r ough reGV.l a r su.mmits on the Elodel of t he 

resu1,3r Jlns lo-French 9.no. Anglo-German pol:i.tica l meetings . 
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