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The Ulstar Unionist ~.)arty ' s m? ... l1i festo 't'las launched at a 
. :r.cess conIerence i n t heir fl8 !,vl y restore:,d 'p3.I·-:;Y h ep,dq'-l ::lrters 1.n 

Glengall Street on 18 Apri l by ~[ im 1101yneaux, p ru:-·t:y vice--pr~;;;id8nt 
and l eader of t he group of Ulster · Uni:,nist l"ff's, J o CunninGham, 
chairman of the Part y I s Executive Commi ti:";ee an.d. Horman Hutton, the 
party 7 s secret ary.. A singl e p age sheet; ~ t he manife f;; to viaS d evoted 
mai nly to constitutional and security i ssues , and apart; f~com i'~s 
OTJposi tion t o the EEC and c omprehensive education,; i t d i d. not 
sp l~cify any- p art i cular soc io-economic propos8.ls, eI:l.phdsif:;ing o::11y 

. its gener a l c ommi t men-c- to the Conser v at iye \Talues of p riv at e 
- ownership and en t erpr ise and the protection of Ul s t er 's rur al 

~~"-- ' ":,,: .. ~:" traditionsM I].lh e main poi nt s of the manifesto vlere: 
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it s commi.tm.ent to the maintena::l.ce of the union - It As 
Unionists, our overrid ing duty is to uphold the 
unity of the United Kingdom and t he supr eJl.acy of its 
Parliament ll 

; 

its commitment to the principle of 'denocratic' devolved 
government without powE.:r-sharirg -

-~ lI .. o.ou.r---objective, wP .. ich vIe sh2~1 pursue unremittingly, 
:remains the restoration of such a system of devolved 

'. :gO"lTer:=llIlent- as will neither e:ldar..ger the Union nor confer 
contrived privileges in any section of 'che communi tyl!; 

(3) its· -reference to UTLG a..nd to an increase in the pm-lers of 
-- district councils ·-
' ''vIe shall: not be satisfied until the electors of Ulster 

have the sams democratic control over their mm affairs 
"as in all other parts of the Kingdom. The appointed. 

... bureaucratic machinery by vlhich our main services a:ee 

= '.;-;':;~~~:;'~. -~~~ : .. -~-

:~ run.. must be put und_er the control 0.1 eleGted 
representatives responsi"ole to t he people -- the missing 

._t.upper-·tier I _' cf -local government n The district cmmcils 
-.must be g±:ven more functions and_ larger powers than, they 
-possess-~at J?resent"; 

:--:- :--: 
..... -- .. . - -(L~ ) "i ts oppos-i tiOD_ to · 'col'onial' direct rule and to the 

:-_ -"':"' .± ~. ~ ... 4.: 
",-:,:system- of -legislating for NT by Order-in-Council-

-nWe -are- opposed to the making of lavls for Ulster by 
I • < Ministeria.l. Orders under 'direct rule I, RS if we were a 

colony:. _ He shall continue vvorking for tne full restoration. 
oT our 'b±rt~~ght to live under lai-vs made by due 
Parliamentary process and no e ther"; 
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'. (5) its satisfaction with the increase in NI's representation 
at \Jestminster -

.: "In implementation [Of the right to enjoy as 8....'1 integral --
. -- part of the UK the same privileges and standards as the 

rest of their fellov: citizen~ Vole have secured by cU.l Act 
'of Parliament .. co. that .... UI ster shall have just and 
equal representation in Parliament"; 

(6) its stress on the party's independence from other groups 
at Westminster -
"Hhatever the political make-up of the neVT Parliament, 
\..;e shall continue to act in it as 'a party, independent 
of' all other parties, free to use every opportunity for 
securing the understanding and fulfilment of Ulster's 
needs 8...."l'ld just claims:1

; 
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,":',. ' 17) its commitment tc the Ulst erisation of the secur·ity forcos 
and to the Ililitct.ry defeat of the IRA ~ 
"Itle rejoice in the incr easing str0nsth, t?;.ffecti ve:o..ess and 
con.fid ence of the Royal Ulster ConG ta'bul a r-J , the RUe 
Reserve and the Ulster Defence Reciment ~ to \'lhich our own 
efforts in Parliament .bave contribu.ted; and v:e look: 
forward vrith confidence to the tiIne \-1'11en Ulster men and 
women wil l main tain the peace p..ud security of their mm 
Province , with the M rJ.Y defending the United Kingdom land 
.f r onti er and mrailable as an ultim.2,te reserve. The 
i nevitable .fail1li'e of the IRA ,\-Till be bro'.lght about by 

. the -realisation, on the · part of all concerned, that ill_sterts 
pl ace in t he United Kingdom. i.s unshaken and -t..Ulshakea.ble ll

; 

(8) on socio-economic issues its oppo s ition to t h e EEC as 
. -diminishing the- sovereignty of t h e UK Parliament a.:.r'ld the 
',. impo s i t ion oL .an 1ta lien" system of compIehen si ve educ a tion;. 

. . Li ttle of this i s in f a ct new and much ~.ppeared, t h ough pos s ibly 
'~. in ' mo r e 'positive fo rm , in the p arty's manifesto for the 1977 local 

goverD.I:1en t elec tions. - "The Unionist Way . Ahead lf~ Signifi c ant 
perhap s is the final omission of any mention of the Convention 
'Report and the gr eater stress on the prin.ciple of i nt egration '<'l·i t b . 
the UK. For example, .. in the 1977 mCL."1i f esto t h e same oppos iti()n . 
to NI Orders-in-Council was expressed 'but t he im.plication was that 
NI should p a.ss its ,mm lavTS in a devolved government; in this 
manifest6 , the implication is that NI matters should be included 
in UK legislat.ion& On loca l government, the manifesto sp e akn of 
the upper tier of loca.l gov ernment without s p ec:ifying Hh ether 

" . that implies 1 Regional COUlli~il on the Strathclyde m.odel or 3 as 
.: . proposed i n 1977, and once again, -there is no indication of 

_: -, . ~: .. ~:.'whether UTLG j,s - seen... as. an i nter im step to \>,rard s devoluti on or as 
',: ...•. :··a. permanent . feature ' in a. 3 tier system of r egi onal govern.ru.en t 
.. :~,:,,::~ ~ ~.(Storm.ont, UTLG.<t. diS±-ci..ct council s ). 
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"'~, __ .- .... Mc>lyne-aux'-s exposition of party-policy in reply to press 
''C 'c~· .,:- questions was in his traditional low key style.. He denied that 
':.: ~:c ·Unionists were-- embarking on an integrationist- policye The party . ~>.- .': · ~'las-' comm:i.tted to a "normal, democratic, devolved government not 

, .. .... -", ,- ~:based on a contrived power-sharing system tt 
• Coalitions wi thin a 

. >.- :-, devolved ' governmen.t- might be possible, but enforced coalition or 
'.' - -:." : '-t he so-called. partn ership Vlould never be acceptable.. 'roe separate 
.: _ .. . demand for- UTLG and greater p01tlerS for district councils did not 

prec~ude the need for- devolved government; nevertheless it ".;ould 
• v.,. c-be--"irresponsi ble tl not to accept an upper tier of 'loc al government 

--,....--:-~ .if .i t were off'ered... by the Conservatives.. The Conservatives we re, 
he sa.id,. unlikely t-o offer them anything more, particularly as 
they 'had opposed devolution in Scotland and Hales. Asked \-vhy the 
party's l'1Ps had brought down the gover-nment in that case, he 
replied that in obt-aining the passag e of the seats bill, they hci.d 
got as much out of the dying government as had been possible; 
there was no -real inconsistency bet\-ve en their action and their 
belief that Labour might be more easily pushed towards devolution 
than the Conservatives. He sidesteDDed the ouestion of \"Thether 
he agreed with POvlell' s view that another hu.rig Parliament \'lould 
serve their interests better . 

P'J.Olyneaux was particular in hi s c:i:'i ticism of the Pl~ovisi ol'!a l 
IRA's c ampaign of violence during the electio n~ c orrune nt i ng t hat 
there Has growing pressure within the party for the reintroduc-: :~ on 

of c ap i t al punis hment. . - 2 -. 
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