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The ,Secretary oi' State has seen HI.' Hanni g:m I s note f' 0 -,-. 20 October 

and ~ould like to discuss it, but before doing so, he would li.ke 

to see tbe further material promised by Hr Irvine.. The Secretar~l 

of State's first reaction is tb at this is not the right time for 

hU!lwni tarian relaxations/conces s ions. He points out that \'.:e . 

could offer something to cleans e our consciences and becau~e it 

would be good PH only to find that the prisoners gobbled up the 
. conCG 0S iOllS and pressed on for fJOre. Before any discuss ion the 

Secre cary of State w0uld also like: 

information about the prison regime in the South and 
the manner in which changes have been made in the 

last few years 

;- advice ae; to whether the "European" case has got any 

chance 

to be told what is known of the vie ws the Governor 

and his j·L.i.dgmen·c of the likely B.tti tud 'JS of the prison 

officers. 

JJdC:; 
J G PIl,LING -
Private Secretary 

23 October '1978 
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