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PROTF:-; r:::;:'~ES IN TH.S ~1 BLOCKS 
-....----- ... "'! .. -~ .. - .... ---,...--------------.,. 

1. Conditions in the H Blocks are not static. 

been dror:pcd and a ne1d medical regime has 

are :::J\',' beinh cleansed on a regular o a sis 

as part of tho nece~3ary 

been introd lc cd ; cell ~., 

and on a cGrtt~~ous 

affect:Lng , or liable -to affect; not only prisoners but: pr,L;c ... 

officers and the '>'lider co:-r.mu::d,ty. The Secretary of Sta-i.:e ': ·oL~J.d :) ':~ 

vl.11ner8,blc to seriou3 cri ticisD if he did not take account o ,!~ 

develoI"Jj.ng circ>~l; stances, o~,~ anticipate risks, because he C~!r..:1ot 

abdid::d.:e his statut:oY'V respow3l:bili ty fOT the gen8r'c:~. recu12.t: c::! 

of prisons and prisoners. 

2. None of' the IneaSt~ _res so fal:' tal\~l can be l"'epl~·eser;.ted as a 

of specie1 categcry s-catus . Instead they are seen as cvidc~ce cf 

the Government IS cle'cermiTlation not T.C vieln. They 8re e,ccsp'ts:: l 'c 

or 'vrelcoT':e ~o staff, many of whoIn see th2!2selvcs ~n t::e f:'on-s 2.L _2 

·of the battle . If the support of staff was lost we would be in 

serious trol).blc . 

;;. The purpo2.e of this. submission is to cons~ci'2r ';rhet11er ... ·:e 

systomatic ctc~se . 
0, ' 
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i.e,. T.he r.'ii l list E:I~ of sta-:'~ e I s p r e l.:Lminary vie·:[ is that \'/e SDc)1.l1d 

'" ·t <:, y' or' nl'X' Dr " ~ pn·l
- -;·aclr 

~ '_"'-' L _ ' '''_ ~ .... t .. 0 __ l.,. v ,\. .. CJ:w.ri.ges could be plaus:_bly repl··c:s e:i t ed 

as co'ncess:i.ons unless very car·c!ully handled; some :~enge s would 
certainly be concessio~s towar~s the reintroduction Co . .... 

Oi specl2..:. 

category status. There is little support for the me t hods o~ the 

protesters in Borthorn 2::r'eland , a1 t~1.oUgD the H BloC!\: Issue is 8 

major item i n the prop 'Cl [:anda of PIKA, PSF and the Ee2.ativ(~s I ;~c tion 

ComIEi ttee. The Govc:rru~snt h2ve the over~helmin~ support of 

Parliament. In~ern2tional opinion is generally not Greatly 

ir~iessed by ~he dirty protest, with the exception of those p~ople 

and 'bodies \\'l:~3.re susc eptible -Co PIf-L.( propaE.~aJda. Tile ilUC, the 
. . 

Army, . the pr:i..son officers and the great bulj~ of peop1e in Ncrt:',c ~~n 

Ireland ;,-cluld be very ,';orried by, and perhc:.ps hosti.le to , ar:.~r 

sign.iJicdllt change in regime. r·'Ioreover , the prisoner's th2nse~~ ves 

.se0m doterr:-lined to stia}..: it out and would not modify their prcltc s t 

unless damaging concessions were m8de to their point of view. 

5. The detennina-',:,ion of the protestinG pr.lsoners sefJ!n ::3 S Ll·(rl:~.; 

they may believo that they are "Tinning the propacanda battl.e. This 

battle is oein.g conducted oy PIRll. and thei!"' associates in rc~spect 

of political prisoners on the blanket; 

e;-nphasis9 that the prisoners h2.ve brougll.l:; the dirty concli tions Up C':!'l 

themselves. I1ensures taken in. the general i~terest to allevi&te , 
those conditions m2.ke life that much more tolerable to the 

n risoners and at the present ti~e there are no signs of an 

abandom::ent of the dirty protest . If'" the.t vrere given up, priS GYie:;:'s 

could revert to just being ~n the blanket 

also go on indefinitely . 

and this protest c ~u:d 

6. The GO\'el-'r.uTTle1:"!t' s depcer'mina-cion is. aJc least eOll2.l to t11a-t of 
of State -

the protesters; but the Secretar~1 h1~ecls t.o take into account ris\:s 

\vhich PIw\ shrug off . Responsible :peo~le and bodies ','rno profess 

li tt.le sym:pathy v·;i th the object~L ve oX the protest 2.re ,"rorri·sd 2_oout 

the disb~sting condi tion.-s in H Bloc;~s 2nd the appare::1t severi t:,r 

of tho. regime; Q.."1d they :-101d GO'Jcrr ..... ':lent , 8S the ultirD.a-ce c.utl~o2.~ity, 

It is no dOL:bt 
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~enuin81y felt in particulnr by some relatives of prisoners who 

th:?;;;];:iel V2S 2.ttY'<·'ct 2. '-,-,ider sJln::nth~T, There 8.re risk::-; that ti:1e 

GOV(~1"'nnent 1;:i11 be held that much more culp81)le if, ciespj.te the 

revised Deuic"l regime, an epidemic breaks out or J under 

pl'ovqca1.,1on, a pr:1.so£1 0:-£1C8:C il1- 'c~eats 8. prisoner , or a 

""- _ })risQYt8r 'oroelt'·, dO','n1 uadc;T th(~ tot.al. rE':£ime . There .is a lso the 

poj. nt tlw t Lhe :~u''''opea::-l CO!.~~liis::;iorl of BU:"jjaD IU~~ht.s llav~~ recei 'led 

fO'll' c .... mnl···'"nl'c: ·r-r'c"" p''''o-;-cC''c' in"--- t.... ~ ••• h'''''.i: c:.. .L_J.t.. ~ _ ____ .1.:. _JJ* ............ C> -.- - C) p:-isonel's :::l1d a:ppea::.- to have 

a dmittGd them for consideration. Our corn~ents are to be sought , 

I believe, ~)ut ':lhatever our posi tioD in 13.'\1/ if'>, ',ve may vlel l face 

an intons .t fied and emba:crass.ing propaganda campcd.,s11 v!hich focuses 

on well - 2rganized marches and demonstrations threatening the . 
maintenanc e of 12.'1:7 and order . 

,,' 

7. ' The pri~.:;oners are protesting for the right t o:-

(i) wear t}lelr mm clothes at all tir:J.es; 

(ii) no '~ to work; 

enforce their mill discipline. 

They \'/ould thus become prisoners of '-.'lap - or political prisoners -
1 . _ 

and eligible for release on the conclusion of hostilities. The 

Courts would be seen as political c ourts and not courts of law. 

'I'he RUe would become poli tic~l poli c..e , not the impartial guard.inns 

of the 12w. Terro2'is~ would become respectable. Obviously, 

therefore , the granting of any of these claims as rights is out or 
the Question . 5ut s:r~ould the regime be modified 1,\ri thout in all~T 

way makinc a concession on these claims? 

8. The blarllcet protest has no'o'! been going on for two years. The 

dirty protest has been going on for about seven months. Discipli~2rr 

measures and punish;:-;ents , i :npo3cd \··rhon the_ protesters \'ie~t or: the 

blanl-~et Vlere imposed in e.xpect2.tion of 2. short, shary cnmp2.i gn . 

In. effect, no iurthel" measures Or p'.).nish:l1erits 'dere fe3sible to dC81 

"Ii tl-; the dirty Pr.''Jt(~st. For '1~\':0 yc:el's Dri :::.one1's have suff'e::-,ed:-
<. 
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(i) loss of remission; 

(ii) loss of daily exercise; 

, (iii) loss of privilege vi~its (three a month); 

,. ) . t,J.v loss of access to library facilities, radio 

(v) loss 6£ evening association . 

9. There are b'ro main slements l:.ere . 

(i) Under the rules exercise and ac cess to library 

fac:!J.it1es are available if nrisoners ':lear 'Orison 
~ ~ 

uniform, prison under"";lear or go na~~cd. The Drisoners 

themselves are refusing to obey the rules and so deny 

themselves exercise and 8.CCO:3S to libJ'ClJ:" y fqcilities 

(although there is the question wlletne:n , ':n the general 

interests of hYGiene, dtrty- prisoners i'IOUld, in practii:e, 

be allowed ~o exercise their option it they waD'ted to). 

(ii) Punish"TIent for brealdne; the pr:Lso'n rules (in 

refusing to wear tmiform and to wor~\.) · has in'lo]vod the 

loss of remission and priyj.leges, ie prj vi.lego v isi ts 

(statutory monthly visits remaining), denial of nows-

,papers, books, radio, uarcels ~nd denia2. of evening 
association \'Thich i's t2.ken in a prisoner's o':rn clothes . 

Any alleviation \'lOuld, hOl'Jever , presu'!labl~r be c'ubjcct to 

considerations of hygiene. 

10. There should be no question of negotiati!1[; '.-:i t~l priso :ers or 

their represeniatives. Rather the S~cretary of St te nsods to 

satisfy himself that the r egime for which he is u2.ti~2tely 

responsible is both just and ~lmane in respect of a~ indEfinitely 

1 t ~ d' I' . b r1',o -tl-l'" €X~- ~-' )-' l1r>.,- )~ s ong pro esc, an- 1S genera ~y seen ~o e so. - ~ ~ ~ -
so sati sfi ed , he CtJ!1 renew Dublicly th'3 Govern'~'l e~lt I s ress~':;' no ' to 

surrender spec:i.?~l c::d',egory ::,;t,::_ -Gu,:; to th.? protesters ~_ r: :: .:'~ ': i:'_ :':: ':~ 

the world large t;. otl-i cf h~s rcso2.ve and his fa:~ness. If 

I..: 
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repl'e~-;cntec1 as a c oncession on tt:e p r j.l'!.c iple . 

prisoD8rs did not :!18'.~e 'i. iS8 of 8. n ew regi rr.e! -+-l l 2.i:, could be r epre s ent ee. 

r eascn obly a s IJI'G o :;:' o f t heir O';,'"::} .i Yltrnn.s i gL' ~1C(> and di s~~ eg3rd of 

basic hUlfian cie c cn~ i es . 

-11 . <['here Sc G:7l;; t o be n o p oint or r eas ·)r~ in " i.trying lo s s o f 

,-, c· 
C'. I:,) 

But: 

(i) there ! ~J i fllt be [l ch;J n [~ c of rules on 2v a i .lHbili ty 

of exercis e , wi t h pri s orers be ine al low8d to exercise 

.. in prison sinb1.et~; 21:c.i shorts ; 

( , , \ 
l :r. J i nste ad o~ t he los~ of prj~ileg0 s being in effec t , 

RS it is n ow J 
a c or;1p A'ehensive loss , it c~ uld be selec t i ve . 

Ul ~dcr (ii ) f for example , J O,,) S 0::" CV-2 ling a :'-;so .... i ,'} tion r:::-..ght be 

~'c<"~ : - :i(;:"(-: d to a limi ted Dl;.":.bc r u[ d~ :/ s a ·'d e e:": , SODe p r i v i l ege visj_ts 

]~ ~ j J itio~ , liL~~~j boo~s mi ght bo brouzh t 

1? I f thc ~ e changes were discl aimed 1 y prisone r s , so b e i t . I + - " 

is only right to s a y, h O"'2" el" t hp+ Pro tr' c~ + " ,.1- n '·' ~!:>r" l' 1l- +a·r·y 
..... " , .1. _ ..... v..... ..... ~ .... .... " .. 1..0 .:..~ c: . ... ....... ~ . l . u ..... _ 

prisoners and their organi~ ::J -: i ons mi Ght s oc: i::ou n1..i!1[; and susta i~l '::'Yl S 
.. 

a campaign of their own as f easible und.er -:;hcse conditi ons ; cut 

at t h e mOf[l(mt they s tand to ga i n fro:!l any 

+ 
""', .... 

provesters win on specia l c a tegory s ra Gus 

protestin g . 

c O:"ic e s s ions the present 

peDel tj.es of 

prison and rel i e s on h is s taff . I f ~here ~ a s to Le a ctange of 

. r e g i me his co - ope ra t ion would be nec e ssary l.H_'C;) 1..!~ C' h e acl:ninis-:ers 

the rules a nd i mpos es punishmen t s . '1'her e ',-:aul d ~ c Ii t -:le p oirlt 

too in attempting a chan ge in the regi~e .,<- -'.: r..Ol! t -: : . ~ ag:re e::1ent 

o f pri s on off icer s '..r~o a.re not i n cl ined to f [': .'OtL le~: ie!:cy t o':!ards 

pl'i so!1e!'s v:ho !Jake v:o:d d ng condit ions of:2'e;1s i v"? 'l'::E.' 5i tuati_on 

enga[eci in industrial ·:.l c tion to get more ::-.::' e:,·-; 

frane of r.1ino. . '\ n·" c'" 8" cE:' i ro1 
) ' l ' J · i l ..... J. ... c..,. -- - not OP 

r; 
-' 
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~',<"'h" d -iuc:i- ·L'O I J. lA.0 ... ~e . . v V J ... '. 

14. The issues are difficult and finely balanced. Conditions in 
the H 1310cl<:s are not as static as they mif:ht appear. Eowever, 

, . the regime that is being administered is not one designed for a 
lODe; dr2':m ou.t struggle. Bumanitarj.an concern :na~{es tl-.e present. 
regime vulnerable, especially if something goes suddenly wro~g; 
and . hu.:nnni tar·ian. conc0:.~n can tw.'ll. irJto p;)li ti cal pressure, 
espesially if it emerges that we may ~e vulnerable at the 
!.t:uropean Court. For hoVl long, for example, is i t possible t o 
keep pol) tical parties from 1,"lestminster i:ro!ll visi t:i.~; the 
H Blocks? A change in the re8i~e ~ay not be an immediate option but 
the Secretary of State may think that it is ,Yo!··th further 
~onsider~t!on, including consideration of how a cbange ~ieht be 
nresented . 

20 October 1978 ~ E HANNIGAN 
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