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CO~JF:DEN 1M 

H£mIING BE'1VEEN THE SECIDS'ARY o.F STA!rE Al'ID 

- 11R. 0' K.&'V].D) Y 

S'J!EERING BRIEF 

. The ~n Objective 

1. Our aim sbould be to deruse ~th as little !uss as possible 

the issue oi Ministerial .meetin.!s with the Irish. This ~eting 

should be treated as one in the occasiclllal aeries or exchanges 

hf!ttlfeen two friendly Governments - a IlE eting which would have 

taken place a month ago but for the dec,th of the e~-President .. 

2. In pursuance of this there should be ·no .formal agenda 01' 

specific matters for discussion - apart .. perhaps .from agreemeo:; 

on the UK/Irisb econDmic report, there is DO "business" to be 

done - althougb the tails will naturally range over the three 

main headings; politics, seew-it,- and tM econOZ!tr- The 

presence of tlr. Judd shoul.d demonstrate that the mee ng is 

an Angh--Irisb one) not ' Narth/Soutb. Be will take the lead in 

dealing with tbe work of the steering Group on Anglo-Irish 

Economic Co-operation, and on the ~ew bi~ateral Anglo-Irish 

matters which ma;, COJBe up. 

3. Our relationship vith the Irish is not the same under all 

headings t and it W3J be help1'u.l to seek to draw 8 distinction 

in the treatment of the three subjects .. 

i. On Politics: our position is that we are prepared 

to tell an interested Gove.rnment how we 6~ the situation • 

. Can'td. •••••• 
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ii. On Securit:;r: we itOuld stress that both Gonrnmellts 

need to work closely· as .allies in the .fight against the 

COltmon enemy; 

iii. On the Econol1l;Y: we tue the vieW' that there may be 

scope ~or pra.:tical. co-operation across the I.t:iah Sera 

as ~ll as for co-operation on practical cross-border 

projects of .mutual benefit. 

Subordinate Objectives 

4. Our ~.lbord ina.te objectives on these three subjects should t.e:-

(a) Politics: To fo<;us attention on the immediate 

Northern Ireland situation. and prospects ~ and to avoid 

arousing af~esh the Question or a daelarBtian or interest 

in Irish unity; and OIl the latter merely to note the 

"agree:ment to differ" arrived at in Copenhagen. To at 

clear that political progress can in our view only be 

made by a move to devolved gOTeJ:'ll]Dent. ani that the 

publisbed framework put forvard as a basis for discussion 

provides the 'li83" forward; - to 'seek their reaf.firmation 

o:f their general suppwtt ~or this course OD the basis of 

the line taken by the Taoiseacb in tM Dail on 11th April 

lffien he reported on the Copenhagen -eeting. In the meantiJl€ 

we shall continue to meet our responsibilities through 

effective direct rule. 

(b) Securit-y: To empba:rise to the Ir.ish that we ha~e £.2! 

BOught to criti.cise their securit:y actiYiti~s; on the 

.r.r-. ,~.,..... ... ~ 'TlAl" 
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(;ontl'ary we much appreciate the erfortB leading to 

successes tJuCll as the a.r.rests and finds aade recently in 

Donegal. (Nevertheles~, nothing must be said which 

could be quoted as impl.yi.Dg eompleta satis.tac.tion vi th 

the present Irish security effort). Our CODCern is 

that they should understand that the role pl~ed by the 

border is a campJ..e:l: :ma:t1:er, not capable of encapsulatiora 

in particular percentages; and that the security forces 

on both sides or the barder shou1d know that nOv is not -
the time to relax e!"torts. · IndBed we vant a «ontinuance 

of the helpful exchange of in:tormatio~ privately, with 

even closer co-operation through police channels. 

(c) The .Econos,v= . To have the report of the Anglo/lrish 

official talks received b7~sters OD ~/Irish basis; 

Lto agreeto publish itJj and. to announce the Lough 

Erne study as a pat"ti.eular pr~tica1 cross-border project. 

Irish Obiect;ives 

5. It seems u.'11ikely that the Irish Government "ill 1ia'Ot to 

risk det.racting froJ:1 the ~age or the Copenhagen meeting as 
J 

.baving got relations "back on the rails ll
• On the other hand, 

they will no doubt wish to cla.ia .mat credit they can from the 

reeting. Indeed, given their tendenCy to overreact, they 

may rish to have it appear as a vietor,-. bei.ng set- up on 

"their terll's" t with no police present and no ~ial emphasis 

on security. They are also l.i.keq to s~k to plq down, or 

libolly suppress the UK/Irish context in which Ire would wish 

to set the whole topic o£ eeonOlll.c co-operation • 
........ ~! , ..... ~~~ ...... .&. •• 
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6. Thus t "-,,hile the Irish Government aJq ill general. play this 

meeting quietly t their background brie..ring may be CalCulCBted 

to demonstrate that they have dealt 1'irmlJ" with thl> British 

poeition on such matters as security co-~ration, extradition, 

and ftcreeping incegrationR
• Th1s -6uggests the need tor 

car-e1Ully chosen langUage in dealing vi th such topics; and 

for an ~reed c.Jmn:unigue and 8. ,joint press coni"erence at the end. 
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