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MINISTERIAL MEETING DUBLIN 5 MAY. 
CO~1MUN I QUE 

"' . i 

1. THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND, T~E RT HON ROY 
MASON MP, AND THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF IRELAND, 
MR MICHAEL O'KENNEDY TO, MET TCDAY FOR DISCUSSIC~S AT THE DEPART
~NT OF FOREIGN ,AFFAIRS IN DUBLI~. THE MEETING WAS ONE OF A SERIES 
~ REGULAR CONTACTS ESTABLISHED ?V THE BRITISH AND IRISH GOVERNMENTS 
TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST. MR MASON WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY THE MINISTER OF STATE AT THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH 
OF F ICE, MR ' F RAN K J U 0 0 M P. M R 0' KEN NED Y 'w A SAC C OM PAN lED BY THE I 
M:NISTER OF STATE AT THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MR DAVID 
~DREWS TO, AND. THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE, MR G COLLINS TD, AND 
MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, DR M O'DONOGHUE TO, 
ALSO TOOK PART .IN THE TALKS. 
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2. THE DISCUSSION, WHICH LASTED 4 AND A HALF HOURS, COVERED A WIDE 
RANGE OF TOPICS INCLUDING THE POLITICAL . SITUATION IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND, SECURITY CO-OPERATION, ECONOr"1IC CO-OPERA.TION. , \."~'" 

3. IT WAS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WAS A DIFFERENCE OF APPROACH 
BETWEEN THE BRITISH AND IRISH GOVERN~ENTS TOWARDS SEEKING A BASIS 
FOR LONG TERM LASTING PEACE AND STABILITY IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 
MINISTERS WERE~ HO\v'EVER, IN COMPLETE ACCORD ABOI ¥~ THE NEED TO MAKE 
POLITICAL PROGRESS IN THE SHORT TERM AND AGREED TO ENCOURAGE THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES IN NORTHE RN IRELAND TO COME TOGETHER IN A SYSTEM 
OF DEVOLVED GOVERN ~1ENT BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF PARTNERSHIP ~vHICH 
BOTH SECTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY COULD SU PPORT AND SUSTAIN. IT WA S 
ACCEPTED THAT POLI1·I CAL PROGRESS IN NORTHER IRELAND REQUIRED THAT 
THE POLITICAL PARTIES THERE ACCEPT THAT THIS WAS THE WAY FORWARD AND 
VIa R K TOG E THE R TO A. C H ! EVE IT" 

© PRONI CENT/1/7/6 



r ~. ON SECURITY IT WAS AGREED THAT THE BRITISH AND IRISH GOVERN MENTS 
\·lOULD CONTI NUE TO \1/0Rf< TOGETHER

J 
EXCHANGE I NFORMATI ON AND CO-ORD I NA TE 

• ~ IE IR EFFORTS TO ENSURE THE MAX IMUM EFFICIENCY OF THE COM MON FIGHT 
hJAINST TERRORISM. THE MINISTERS NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THE 
EFFECT IVE AND CONST ANT LY DEVELOPING CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE GARDAI 
AN D THE RUC. 

5. THE MINISTERS RECEIVED AND ENDORSED THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
REP ORTS OF THE STEERI NG GROUP SET UP, FOLLOWING THE MEETING I~ 
SEPTEMBER 1977 BETWEEN THE PRI ME MINISTER AND THE TAOISEACH, TO _ I 

REVIEW THE ARRANGEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATfoN 
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO NORTHERN IRELAND. 

6. THE REPORTS, WHICH WILL BE MADE PUBLIC SHORTLY, REVI 'EW THE 
EXTENSIVE ECONOMIC CONTACTS WHICH EXIST AT PRESENT, IDENTIFY AREAS 
WHERE CO-OPERATION . COULD BE IMPROVED AND RECOMMEND SPECIFIC PROJECTS 
FOR DETAILED STUDIES. 

7. THE MINISTERS ANNOUNCED THAT THERE WOULD BE AN EARLY APPLICATION ' 
FOR EEC FUNDS WITH A VIEW TO STARTING A STUDY OF THE ERNE CATCHMENT 
~REA~ THE STUDY WAS A MAJOR PROPOSAL CONTAINED IN THE REPORT AND 
FOLLOWED AN INITIATIVE BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES ON BOTH SIDES OF THE . 
BORDER. CONSULTANTS WOULD BE EMPLOYED TO ASSESS AND REPORT ON THE 
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL OF THE ERNE CATCHMENT AREA WITH REFEREN~E TO 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM AMENITIES IN MATTERS SUCH AS ACCOMMOD
ATION, ACCESS AND MARKETING AND THE DeVELOPMENT O~ LAND RESOURCES 
THROUGH ARTER I AL DRA I NAGE. . 

9. IT WAS ALSO AGREED BY MINISTERS THAT THE JOINT STEeRING GROUP 
WC~LD MEET LATER THIS YEAR TO REVIEW PROGRESS ON ECONOM:C 
CO-OPER~TION GENERALLY. 

9. THE MINISTERS AGREED THAT THE DISCUSSION HAD PROVIDED A USEFUL 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON MATTERS OF SHORT ".ND LONG TERM 
INTEREST AND THAT THEY WOULD MAINTAIN CONTACT ON fHESE MATTERS AND 
MEET AGAIN ~S NECESSARY. . 

. HAYDON 
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