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NOT~ FOR TIrE RECORD - SHARED SCHOOLS 

This minute summarises recent discussion on shared schools. 

Backe..round 

2. In 197L~ 111:'. Basil ?-fcIvor, tho thon Hin:lster of EducatIon, put 
i'ol'Hard a proposal Hhereby schools vTould be set up vd.th roprosentati vc::; 
of both Proten tnnt Rnd Catholic churches 0 n their governod body. 
Under the proposal thone parents v.:ho vrlshed l"TOuld be able to send 
their child.ren to these schools. Interested parties \{ero .invited to 
comment on the idea and it Has found that there Has insufficiently 
broad support; for the idea to justify going ahead vri th it. The 
proposal was therefoI>o allm.red to lapse . 

3. Tho matter was raised again at the recent Oxford Conference by 
L.g.dy Plt:hol' en oohalf cf All Chi-luran Toge·~ho:{'. In his H ndin.g up 
speech on that occ8.sion the Secretary of State said that there \--!ould 
be a. "confal'ence" ~et up to discuss tho idoa fux-tho r. 

4. \'lh€ln tho Secreta.ry of State had dInner Hi th Hlnisters a.nd OfflciB.l~ 
in Stormont House on 15 July this llas discussed end tho following 
concluslons was !·oached. 

110 That tho Covernment should not org!L'I1. .... se a conf'erence 
dix-ectly . 

b. T'I1at congldoratio. be given to lnspirlng some 
inclopen.dent body to P10'Lmt a properly prepru. ... ed conference 
( eg QUE Institute of Educntion ). 

c ~ That liO confel'enct'J f!. lOnld t.Rke pJ.['.ce for D.bou.t 3 
!f101l"t,lS , sinc~) It .i s Impoptant,that tho publlc debate 
on the ConsultatJ.ve Doc1.l:.J.~mt should not get mixed up 
with SUCl a hot potato . 

do It \lould be possible to dlncuss tho fOrrl8.t of a.''1. 
indepondont confor'9nl~o with tho vcried interes ts in 
the intorvening pGl'i.od q 

Hl~ e Hoyle \olaS in tt81'eeLiLon.t 1-d. th thoso and in pf~rt;iculo..r vIas rnos t 
keen that dlscusnlon on shared schools should be kept separato from 
the proposed public dob8.te on seconcto.ry 2'corgxj.isation. 

Hooting vi tl~ LD.dy Pisher, I·INl. Rob1. 1'3. nnd Brlc..ll Garrett 

50 Hr. Hoyle bo£!l.l1 the pl~OCOS 8 'of preJ.1.mina.ry consul to. tlon by 
meeting the tlu"'Of) leading mCl:lbElrs of the AJ 1 Children Together 
mo roment in S L;ormont on 22 July. Lady Fis.lcr boge.n the l"rlOGting by 
s8.ying th~!.t fJhe h['.::1 beo.n dolig,lt.;od yhQn the Sacrs tv.ry of 8tH-to 
"~Emerous1~' Rnd reln 'J'kE.l.bly" replied to her SI)ooch duo lng the 
Oxford CunfQron~o ~. and SIlO hopod th[l.t Kr. !'~oyle would fol1oy; up 
the Su.geofition that thsi"e should b D. fID'thQr conferenc~ or. t ~.e 
ma.ttcr. }lr. Hoyle replied that hb had noted tho 1.'0Sllrg(lnCO of public 
interesi:; .tn sharod sc}'ools and Has open to suggesti ons about hOH 
best to proceed . . 

/ •• 5 cOlltd. 
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6. Lady Fisher soJ.d tho.t she hoped that 'the creation of shared 

schools would do something to b~oak dOim sectarian tension in 

Northl9rn IrelEilld and \·;ould make a small contribution towards b:;:>1.nging 

about peace. 

/ 7. Hr. Garrett then handed to the Hinister a paper ( o..ttachcd ) Hhich 

set out two broad objectives. 

( a ) To melee maximum use of faci11 ties Hi thin the 

0xisting educational systems involvlng sharing of f 

specialist teachors , equipment , out of school activities 

etc. 

( b ) To enablo those parents vTho wished ( and Mr . Garrett 

so..id that these Hen'e at the moment n ot nlBl1Y ) to send 

thr-d.r chl1rl'C'cn t o [t..~. ~.nt6g~ate d scllool. 

As t o hOH to pI'ooeed t.m·rards this HI" 0 GD.rret tt thought tha.t a 

conference should be sot Ul) und!3r the D.1.:wpices of govoI'nment 

and chaired e1 ther by 1'-1r. Hoyle or Secretary of State. T 10 purpose 

of tbis con.ference i-!Guld bo to identify attitudes and to encourage 

publIc discussion ; 1fJr. Garrett envisaged a standing coni'erence 

which \Olould meet regu.J.lu~ly over a period of , say, 3 months ; t he 

c011i'01"'once would be Rttonded by the Gover'nrnont , educationa.l 

administrators , t6~0ho1'3 , D..!ld pn..ronts , althou8h ho admittod i t l10uld 

be dif'ficul t t o find x'eprosontatlve exurnplos of this la.s t c ategory . 

8 . Hr . Hoylo tha.n.ked Hr. GS"t'ro\Jt and promised to study the pap e r 

l11ich ho hRd. boen Given. H("l}-!Ovor he said there llore several 

difficult:Los I n tho p-.pproach l:hich had- boon outlined . Priraa.r:y 

atno;1.gs t tb: 86 HB.S th~ ... t if 9. c< :"Ui3;'o'"9-CO iW.S sot \l.p t lOse par-ticlpat 

ing might be forcod :l.hto expl'osrl:i.l:.g the:tr position p::tblicly a t 

t :hc outset nnd sl'.b3 Gq1..i.ontl... not: be ing c.hle to movo f l'om i t 

because of tho puultc co~·!i i;! ;,[.~lt \[;l1ch h8.d con gi von . ( H~. l·ro]l o 

sllid th::i. t thore KftS 0. clo~0 pDX'H.J..l0 1 here to the Co~s ti tu t.ional 

Convention ) . In this l1eht }w hop8d N:c· . GH1'X"ott reaJ.ised th8 t 

proO"03 B Hi" ... 8 p..l:'oo.dy be in5 l-r:f'.C10 tOHD.rds his firflt ob jocti V0 ( tlJ.a t 

. of shn:r'in::; fa.cJ: 1 t105 justif cd by locfl.l c:.!'~1..i..:·~5t.ances ) but 'chD.t 

. th:i.s Pl'OSr'u8 S might be joop8.HHRed if thoro He}:'O an E\c:n'imon1.ous 

publ1.c debf'~ to on tho lnCl.tte!' 7il1. eh \lOulJ h:1Ghto.d HOC tarian fooling 

l'athor th':lll lessen itc Hovlng on to hif; S~coi.l{l proposal ( that of 

thE; crev.tlon of D.. netT tJi-pe of :.:;harod school ) N.r. !-foyJ.e said there 

,,[ou1d obvioi. sly bo st.rone; obj8otion::J to 'chic sug0os'~ion ll.nd tha.t 

to dis(}uss It in tho pUv1.ic B.X'011a \rould only make those Hho objected 

strmd even fir'mer on their p03i tions e 

9. !1r. Ga.rrett accopted this o..nd sD.id ho realised that the CD.tholic 

church mIght be an ob:Jtacle 0 HoV/eve!,' he did not; feel that 

Cardin.e.l Conuay spoke with tlHJ b8.cking of tho Cv.tholic C o!?'Jlluni ty J 

nor did he accopt th~~t tho C·9.rcllna.l "'!l.U'! In any ,·Jt ..... y bound 'hy Canon 

La'H to Cq)POS0 the scheme. He thcl'.ght th~t the type of conforence 

he had Duggested 1Vould servo t o !llObl11oe publ:t.c opinion on the 

issue and force B. Hidesproa.d ro-exD.!nination of public pOSitions 

Hr. Moyle replied t1::.,..t he had not yet docided whether or not to 

hold a conforence as such but 11.0 \·m.s thlnklng about the bent way in 

Hhich constructivo pub1ic' dlscl.l.ssion could be encollragod o 

}11'. Gl1!'l'ett replied sho.r·ply I~h_ .. t }10 h ~d rocoivod 9.. lett~r from 

z..r::. Darl1ngto l l of tho Nor·thorn IrelL\.u<l OffIce vi~1ich COIi1'11i t ted -the 

-- .. 
• ~ f " • / ••• contd .. 
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J!overmr1~;mt_ to _ the_ho.lding of a .,<?onferenco and he hoped that 
Hr.- !'ioyle Hould. be acting 'In -accordance vIi th this letter. He 
also saId that ho felt the !Hnister ought to lmoH the.t he ha.d the 
backln~ of many influential newspapers in GB and Uorth~rn Ireland 
- notn.bly th Delfas t rfelcgraph, the Sundl1Y Times and the UeH 
StatesFlnn, and thRt edl torial pressure ~;ould be brought on the 
Govormn.ent to '00 soen "to act on sharod schools . Hr. Hoyle thanked 
the delega.tion fo!' coming to talk to him and promised to be in 
touch ,·.'hen he had taken further soundings. , 
Heetip:8... wi th Ca.rd~.nal COl1Hay 

10. FolloHing this meeting Hr. Hoyle travelled to Armagh to meet 
Cardinal Com .. jay, Bis lOp Fhil'uin, and Bishop Daly. Hr. 110yle began 
the meeting by expld.ning thE1.t the issue of sha.red schools had 
once more becorno a fOC11S of pUblic interest and tha.t there was nOH 
pressure for the setting up of a conforenco 0 Hr $ Hoyle v.deled 
that the idea of shared so 1001s vTaS instantly appealinG to people 
of good intention H10 knOll nothing of the roalities of Northern 
Irels.nd, and foremost runong such people VlerG the middle-clo.ss 
liberal English journD.listB "Thorn Brian Ga.rrett m.Lrnbered among hiH 
allies. As far as he hJmaelf ",u.S ooncerned, the Hinister confirmed 
thn.t he had taken no deci ions but \·,'D.S merl.">:ly taking prolirninary 
soundinGS &'11ong interested pa.rties; hOHevex" there wou.ld be 
pressuJ'o on b: m to sot up it conf'erence and , given tha.t the Rorr..an 
Catholic church HOlud be expected to D.ttond s1-1.ch a conference, he 
asked for the Card nal 's views . 

11. Cardinal Com·nl"Y's att.Ltu e was of complete intranslgonce. He 
dil::r.lis~(;d tho idea D.S tl·dv:i.o.l, lrrolovant, llnd Hitr..out popula..t' 
s uP}) or"t ; he \·,ould n.ot partlc ipato ~ 1.n t:.ny con.ference on the mat tel' 
uh5.ch Honld be sot up by libe 'L'.ls for libtH'als and ,",ould b~ so 
cons true tod as to put tne Ca'cho11c Hiera.rchy "In the o.ockll (he 
described Lady F:t3hol" S SChel110 as an 1l ambuah '1 ). He affirmed tha t 
his ch.t.u'eh a.tte.cn.t::d tho VOl',] iehcst lr::poJ.'tr.nco to Catholic 
01111o.1'on contll1uins to be eti.\J.c[-~i;od 1n Ct' ... thoJ..i.c schools - this "'1[1.3 

er:1bodieu. in Ca.non I;luT, ha.d been O~'ldOl'!h)d by tLc Vs.t i0GI.~1 Council, 
e:o.cl WJ.:J the on) y I,!e;y in '.;h5.d1 o. ~ tB.bJ_c en'ti l'Ol1."10nt C(;uJ cl be c:i:'oated 
",here c.llldl'en could le::trn about tho ml'3aning of lifo and the ru1u~J 
of prh~ci"pled hur:~8..n c.onduct. He thoucht 'cho.t to tww a child fl·' 01;1 

a C[lthollc homo Rnd educate that child in D. l:.on-Catholic school 
\;01.11<3. Cl'e2.t;o ten8:"Lo~1 oot'doun the home i'4nd school env lron~;-,3n t; "Hhich 
could only be harmful to t 1e childc This mIght not bl:;) the C8.se in 
I:1ia.dle~clas s aroas 3uch as HolY'·lOOd (both Cardinal Com·ray and 
Bishop Hlilbin spoIre Hi th pa:i:'ttcular scor:J. of Hol~Jood D.S a kind o~ 
North Doun Hampstou.d) but it ccrtulnly tl.ppl1.ed in the big housi:n.g 
estutos, l.!here Catholic Hohools Hel"'e a gr·ee.t force for p0ace
teachIng love, nondvio1encEl J and the tr'lport!.1.l1CO of the fEunlly; it 
would bEl f,)ll;r to dor.:troy this and. I'6place 1 t by an ummnt,&d and 
dlsrupti ve systom of Sha.l~()d schcol~. Summing up the CC'.T'clInul said 
they woule!. objoct to sh,:n~oJ schools, would not attond an open 
conforonco to di8c 'sa thc,n 1 llnd 'h"ould Hage a campaign to fiGht fll.1.y 

proposal iThich sot out to rola.'C the hold of the Ca.tholic Church on 
the education of :l.ts olm childron. He said that he i·H1S Duro that 
all his clergy suppol .. ted hin vleHs. 

/. • contd . 
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12 s !-i!'. Hoyle thank9d the Card5.nal for hi s frank stateIl'lent e He 
then referred to Hr. Garrett's tHo-tier sUGgestion, \-Thereby the 
first stage would be to share facilities a.nd the socond 'tolould be 
actual integration. Bishop Philbin replied that he dld not object 
to the nharin£; of fD.eili tie!] and extra-curricular a.cti vi ties \-1h0re 
specific circml~ trulCNJ necessitated such nrro..ngernents but he ('.ould 
not endorse it as n principle to be generally applied. Bishop ~)n.ly 
then rtls'de the smne points D. the Ca!'dinal but \OTi th even more viEOUI'. 
He roferred to a moetinz uith SOine children educated in non-Catholic 
schools t-rhom he had asked l;.bout the meanine; of Christmas ,.. they had 
variously replied that it "Tas to celebrate the birth of Santa 
Cl$uS and the death of Christ. If Uhrlstian valuos Here to be 
protected, he concluded, then Catholic schools r,mst be retained . 
In England childrcn \oTero taught about all religions - including 
Bhuddisr'1 and even COr.l.!"tmrdsm - this could 0>1.1'1 be confusing a.nd 
chiluren in northern Ireland wr~ltod st[~bili ty n.ot confusion . 
Ftu'ther" 11ore ho suggostod the Hinistol' \-lould find that ,.,hen pressed 
the Protes taut ChuI'ches Hould be simllal'ly opposed to this schemo 
~ indeed the only people in fE'.vour of it \-lere the "minute croHd 
In Holyt'lood't . 

13. In reply to it question fr·om Hr. Hoyle both Cardinal Com-la.y a.nd 
his Bi~hopo said that a conference Hould bo d:tvJ.fJive a.nd Hould do 
nothing to help sectarian fet"llingo They suggested 'thnt as it Has 
not in the bes l; intBrests of COlf!Y,1l.mi ty relations to hold an opon 
confercnco I~. ~10yle mig.l.t hold a series of consul ta.tlons ( sue: as 
he \-las hRV ng at the mO!"ll-3nt ) o· reX' the com ... ng r.lOnths ruld ) onCE) those 
WC1'e corn.pletcd, he n:dg..."-)c iS8ue a sta.tement. Hr. 1·10yle se.id that 
he H'ould think over R11 that he had been. told , and keep the 
Ca.rdine.l up to dato 1.-J1 t 1 his t,hlnldn' • 

1:'he fu ·tLrO 

J1! .• Hr. Hoylo ha.s stIll not 'cD {8n a.."!J.y f~.rn decisions on ThC,'0!1<)X' 
Ot' not thOt'0 s . . 0,)11..'1. bo a cOlli'ol'QnCO B.nd; :Lf there i3, on l-;l:w. t 
form it ~·d.ll t8.ko. Ii. lotter has beon r'ec.olvo1 frOl'l the Bl':t.tish
Iric 1 Assoei[>;i; .0?.1 ofj~or'in.g to lold' e. CO?lfOl'OllCO t} of:1so1ve::J. OJ €I 

course of v.cticn 1.8 fIJI' 1;:10 :~:i.n:Lntor to oJ.d consuJ.tatJons \-!h:U .. ;) 
conferences f'y'J.··O held by othElr 1>od1e8 ~ueh as this. All this Is 
un<lol' consider-ucion. 1·11". lioylo I H poni tion is tha.t conto.ined in 
the [\Um'lOr to this Hook t s PQs: 

II It is not t he intention of tho Gover1l:"1ont to clep:d. vo paron ,8 
of the l'ieht "to havo thoir' children educated In accorduHoe 
Htth their r'oligions choice. A pr'oposal for 8haroQ school 
governing bodIes H ;:tS nl8..de by Hr. Basil HcIvor, Hlnit:tel' for 
;.;.c1ucation 5.n tl e pO~'lor shari! g o.x0cul~ive, in :'!9..y 19n~lI. 

f1Consul~ation on thi~ proposal subsoquontly did not reveal 
suff:lclent support to '\mrra.nt legffJllll.;iOl . I have noted a 
recent; ~ene\,ral of l.ntol'8st in slli1ilur' prop03!l.ls to those put 
i'or\-rard by Hr. Hclvol' and I am at present rovieHing hOH these 
might be further considored." 
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