
110TE FOR THE RECOF.D 

PROSCRIPTION OF UVF 

On Friday 3 October 1975 the Secretary of State held a meeting with the GOC, Chief 

Constable, and Senior Officials in Stormont Castle. The meeting considered the 

previous day's violence in which 12 people died. The UVF were thought to be largely 

responsibleo 

After considerable discussion the Secretary of State decided that the UVF should be 

proscribed. It was generally aocepted that the direct security advantages would be 

slight, since convictions for membership were virtually impossible without a con

fession. 

However, the Secretary of State was cf the view that the coiitinued legal etis~ence 

of the UVF was sufficiently offensive to the general public to warrant proscription. 

MOl~over, proscription also had a general inhibiting effect in areas such as fund 

collecting; holding meetings, and issuing publications. 

After the GOC and Chief Constable had considered what their immediate action would 

be against UVF members, it was agreed that the UVF should be proscribed from mid

·night on Friday 3 October 1975. The Secretary of State then signed the Order. 

The urgency procedure would be used, but the Order would be subject to affirma.tive 

resolution and a debate in the House would be n~cessary within 40 days. 

It was also agreed that consideration of means of strengthening the law against 

proscribed organisations should proceed as a matter of urgency. ~ne Secretary of 

State asked officials to press on with their consultations with ~he Attorney 

General's office, looking particularly at the possibility of makir~ it illegal to 

associate with organisations known to be involved in terrorism, rQther th~~ to 

belong to a specific na~ed organisation as a.t present. 

It waf.l recognised that the lawyers would be likely to oppose any such ch~s in 

the lE.~, since they had always shown a preference for execu~ive dete~tion rather 

than new 1 awe. liO:';;.1ver, Inrs .atings with the lawyers would st~rt at once, with the 

fir~t O!l"l already arranged. for Monday 6 October. It ".vas agroed that there might 

well prove to be a C3.Se for nell brief emergency legisla-:ion to be passed through 
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the House rapidly at an early date. 

D CHESTERTON 
Private Secretary 

7 October 1975 
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