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Rcfcn:lll:c ........ ............................................ . 

1. ;fnile ::;ocialisinc in Dublin over ELlster I met r:~uiris T.'iac Conchail 

(:-ieo.d of GovCrDl!lent Information Services) who is Lln old friend. I Gathered 

that T,I CosGrave had not contemplated sendinG a messLlGe to the Convention, 

and you may t3.l<e it that he will not novr do so . ':!.'hey a.re very keen to be 

helpful to the Conve:J.tion Llnd would I think be prepc:.red to say ::; o:Ticthine; tf 

asked.. If you wish to discuss this informally or any other general background 

aspoct, I.'],:cG and Dermot Nally will be glad to meet you discreetly at any time 

~~d at a suitable venue . 

2. ':!.'hey are very proud of their performance in runninc the ESC Sur,lmi t in 

Dublin recently . ~f you thou[;"ht there Vias any advLlntace in looking at the 

Dechanic:.J of this operation (hovr papers were prep8.red Llnd circulated, printing 

a~r~~~0~0nt s, press liaison etc) they would be 'happy to lay this on . 

j. I i ~;;.t;:c: .C(;d. triG Iri::;h GovGrnJlJcmt was vory anxiou:.J that the Convention should 

Gucccc:d , even partially . rrhey are very worried that the SDLP way not stay the 

course particularly in view of their poorish track record. 'They will ]wep a 

10'1T pro~'ile v/ith little public emph2.sis on an Irish Dimension (2.1Lhou:~h this 

will no"c hold true for Fianna Fail . ) Quite pleasGd. VIi ih ;r:r ':.:; ::;p<.;:(;ch (al thou2;h 

t h e::, do not tru.st him and he i::; in particulc:.rly poor s t2.nclinc o.ft e r his 

1)C:: ;;.viou:::- at the :=2C Sur.uni t . General expectatic;~ lS th 2.L Convel1tion will fail 

CCO 'J in p2.rticular taJ<es a rather bleak view a~d is 0.tter.11'ting to prepare 

Tmblic opinion for the political realities of that siiuatio:J.. · Policing is seen 

as t r,8 main issue ir. the Nor t h, a:J.d SO!Tle eza.speration \'ri th SDLP for ho.vinS by 

tneir doct:::-inaire approach to this issue left' 8. void to be filled by Provo . , 

incident centres. Public opinion in South is s 2.id to be hardening against 

Frovos - pleased with success of Gardai activity after the Portlaoise 

atter.'lpted g2.il bre~ and during funer2.1 . Government feels strong, and no 

particularly controversial local issue is cominG upo 
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