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Present: 

Secret2.:':',J of StCl+'} 
Sir Frank Cooper 
HI' Cudlipp 
f.1r JO:"Qan 

Mr IJes -G 
Mr 1 C'1.ird 
Captain Ardill 

This !r.et:; ting was one of a series with the miJ,in poEtioal parties of Northern Ireland 

"ihich had. b~en o::..llsd. 'n.y the Se cretary of St ite to dis()uGS the poli tioa l and Gec'J.ri ty 

situation during the IRA ceasefire. 
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Response to Ce ase fire 

Referring to the stormy meeting vd th Dr Paisley earlier that vleek, the 

"ecretary of State said. that he hoper", Mr !-iest w 0 U 1 d . take him at his 

'1lOrd I"-'hen he said. categ orioally that. he "ias not negotiating either direc tly 

or :indirectly wi th th~ I:iA. His only re sponse to aI',)' of the ap:;:'.1'o8.cilf>'S that 

had. been 'Ilade to him WC'...8 to say that o. E~muine and sustaine6. cessat ion of 

violenoe would. create a ne\v situation c:.rL':" 718:v opportunities for proc·eHs. 

Despite Dr Paisley's incredulity, he stresded ag&in that the 4 Church Leaders 

\-Iho S2.,,·1 the Prime Minister had brought \;,i th them r.o proposaJ s. No negotiations 

were taking place and if that situation ever changed, he \wuld sa,y r:o pl~"lic:;'~{. 

Referring to the Ulster Unionist Gouncil' s l.etter of 2 ~T anuary 1975, the 

Secretary of State said that there 142.S no question of the lin...~ \;'i~h Great 

Britain being broken nor would there be an amnesty for convicted prjso~ers. 

Similarly, the Security Forces t'ecei ved his full support and indeed \-;ere 

under his direction. 

Mr 1,lest askecl whether the Security Forces He"'':; nO\'1 restricted from arre sting 

suspected terroriGts . The ~;ecretC1.ry of ~3tate re p lied that the Army C'_nd Po:;"j ce 

\-Iere there to carry out the la,'l and susr~.::.i;s \-iculd be al' rested and put thro~h 

the courts ::ll the normal way. Capt a in Al'dill iJ,sked ,;hether the Army's polj_0y 

on the questioning of suspects had been altered following the ceasefire. 

The Secretary of State replied that if the:'e \.,as a cessation of violence, 

it was a n:l.tu.' a l consequence that the level of rnj.litary act ivity \JO'Uld be 

rec:uced. proportioYLcde ly. He r c-i terated ·';hat people l'lOuld contir.ue ·to be r,ut 

tp~ough the courts. 
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Mr Laird referred to the pressure being b1,;U t up by the med ia for a re spo.:~, e 

by the Gov~rl1l11ent to the ceasefire. He argued that the only pos s ible respons e 

wa s an arms amnesty. The Secretary of State agreed that there "'/ere ::..,. t,;urnents 

in fCivCiUT of thi s but stressed tha t the timing h a d to be finely jud:::::: ::! . Any 

amnesty wouid have to show a good r e turn aue: arms 'l'lOuld need to be surrendered 

from both siaes. Capt a in Ardill agreed that the timing was not yeG right. 

It was also mutua lly accepted tha t violence would not end overnight and that 

there would all4ays be an elemen*, on both bides who "'0uld continue to '~r ,,;age 

in armed crime. The ~roubles had created a generation inured to violence and 

vandalism . 

C;.:::.ptain ArdiJl proposed that if the ceasefire continued the Army should 1:.3 

redeployed to the border areas in a Jetermi:r.8d effort to se a l the borde:: to 

terrorist activity. The Secretary of State saiu. that this point had been 

taken very much on board. 

Commenting on the SDLFts position, Ca pta in Ardill mentioned that they I'Je re 

, ' trave~,:;"if',g to Dublin shortly to seek further instructions; they were ,feeling 

the draught ~ Mr Laird pointed out that the more response to the ceasefi'T'8, 
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t he "l8aker lias llot only the SDLF's posi'tion "out also his. Anything trat 

led people to ueHeve th8.t violence paid off inct'eased the support for 

para-mili tary organisations. AcknOlJledging the fact that the Secretary uf 

Stb.telsiJri tial response to the ccasefire over Christmas had been very limited , 

Mr Laird crr.ph,~sised that there should bE:- no amnesty for convicted prisC':.e r s . 

Loyalist prisoners were optimistic,_~t the moment about an amnesty; if they 

recei vael one , he \vould quit politics. The Secretary of State gave him an 

assurance tha.t there would be no amnesty. 

RUC Reserve 

ffurnL'g to wider issues , l.'Ir ',:ept criticised the slovI I'8crui tment to the 

Rue Reserve. The Secretary of St a te replied that recruitment was in 

fact promising; in the last 3 months, :1 j 282 people had been recruite d 

into the Reserve. Much of the delay "'as caused by the c areful bui. 

necessary vetting 0 f applicants. 

Mr l:est went on to say that many Reservists felt tha t t hey ,.lere not be i nG 

properly e mployed in their full oper?~ ~onal role. The Secretary of State 

said that the use of the Reserve on s't a tic gu c:.r d duty free c1 fully t r :.tined. 

, RUC personnel for opera tiona l ciui i e s and incre ased t he over all efficiercy 

of the poUce. 
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r,lr Fest also commented that the regular force ':las concerned tha t thIS 

incre ase in the Rece rve T,v oul d. reduce their ")vert:i.me and thi s had creat ed 

friction. The Secre t ary of S t a te promise d to look into the problr;uJ .::D r1 

discus s ,;.i.th the Ch i e f Cons t able - ActiC':l: t.Ir Cromey for a dr Fl I''{j let t er 

to the Chi~f Constable. 

Constitutiona l Convention 

The Secretary of St :lte ouilinod the progress on the Convention. The date 

of the Electi ons h c.J.d. not yet been decie: 3d bnt would be some time ir. tho 

Spring . l1eanHhile preparai;qry organisation Was being done by Mr B::" .::.ckb' .. r,r.. 

The Third Discussion Pa per vlOuld ~ot long be del ayed and at a sui t able 

- moment the name of the Chairman would be announced. 

Mr "lest commented that meaningful discussio:1s \'Ji th Mr Blackbm'n CO'l~ ~_ cnly 

begin after the Elections j '~()fore then no one kne\v \..;ho would be ~'. 2~-t'3d, 

In ... :::spor,se to a questi on from Mr Laird I the SecretRry of St a te expl a ined 

the stalius of a Merr,oer of the Convention. Members Hould be accorde.1. the 

same c')urtesies as MPs or Assembly j"J2mb~rs although they could only debate 

consti tutional issues. Nevertheles s Conventi:m IIIembers \vould have tr . .3 

opportuni ty of persuing loca l grievances with Minj sters. Mr Laird cOlnmented 

that it would prove difficult to find candidates of the right c a libre becaus e 

of th-:. 10;[ salo.J'Y being offc:-ed. 

Captain Ardill said that they were convinced tha t the Conv81ltion vwuld arrive 

at an acceptable solution. 

Finally Mr ;':est s?id. that he was particularly interested in tocal Government 

re-organil>ativn and in the passage which was supposedl,Y deleted from the 

Kilbran-1,on Heport before pubh\.)a·~ion. The Secretary of St :lte denied 

kno;dedge of this but sam tha.t the . G.onvention would have to consider the :"";8ue 

of Local Government fully. 

The meeting last one hour and I on both sides , H<1s ~ordi al and friendly throughout. 

J.O J onuary 1975 
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