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SECRETA.JtY OF STi:l'B ~ 

THE WHITE PAPF;R AFT) ;.:"I'8R 

1 • I su'!:,ni t a pnI":I.' r ~'c:purcd by N?J;thern Irel~d PerDlIlnent Secretaries 

meeting !"s tb::. :.\J. l:tu'C Policy Group. 

2. In the v'per 11(.' r1.i~':-\'1 attention to the risk of serious unrest among the 

majori ty if I;h0 ',.'lute I'apo!' should appear to provide for the i m.posi tion 

of an unaccept,;.;l settlement; and .. Te suggest how this risk might be 

reduced throu::{r 't·;Jh the timing and conten.t of the \,lhi te Paper. Our 

main poi \l.ts &i '\ ; :-

(a ) The'. 1.:i~:e Paper should be publishe d as soon as possible 

after '~:.'';; result of the Border Poll has been declared . 

(b) It r:r'(.l 1d. deal j..n a. practical uay ,rl. th matters i'Thich are of 

daily CCl!C0J"l1 to Horking-class people in both communi ties 

and s})c.'.:) d carry 0. clear commi t."ID.ent to social and economic 

(c) It S';'f:·J.: r1 ta...1w special 8.ccoun t of the mood of the Prates tant 

C0Jl11JUJ\i :y by rei terac i.ng that Northern Ireland will remain 

p.s.rt of' tr <:... United Kingdom unless the majority of its people 
.. 

decide othorwise, proposing increased representation at 

'i'lest ·1i.;·--'i:0r and mnking it clear that arrangements for a 

Cal fl .::_1 of Ireland Ni11 not be made over the heads of the 

pear)) « 0f Hori:hern I reland aud w'ill be contingent on a proper 

respo)~SC from the Government of the Irish Republic. 

(d) To ir;~l'«'.:::;e the chances of acccptal'~ce, it should not propose 

any I":U' c:' cular form of Executive but leave it for discussion 

l'!ith C E:ct.ed representatives after e l ections have been held 

for p u(..u Assembly. 

De B HOLDEN 

9 J anuary 1973 

Central Secrctaritd; 
STORHONT CASTI,E 
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