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SECRET 
1972/Joint Sec/4 

COliCLUSIONS OF A MEETIEG OJ!' TEE JOllJT SECURITY CONlUTrEE IlliJLD on THURSDAY 
27 JAlJUARY 1972 :W STORHOHT CASTLE AT 10.30 AN 

PRESENT: 

ALSO PRESEHT: 

• The Hinister of State at the 1·1inistry of Home Affairs 
(in the Chair) 

The Senior Parliamentary Secretary at the Ministry of 
HOlile Affairs 

TheGOC 
The Chief Constable 
The Secretary to the Cabinet 
The Government Security Adviser 
The UI~ Representative 

The Senior Assista~lt Secretary 1 Hinistrj of Home Affairs 
The Secretary to thC'l Police Authority 
Mr D Gilliland 
1'1r B Cummings 

Hr T A. Crolil9Y 

1. SCEEDULE OF TI';-CIDEC'TS ,.jiiD SHVA.TION REPORT 

.The Chief Constable reported that the pJ:'eponderance of terrorist acti vi ty 

. . 

during the past .. Teek had been in the border areas. F:coB his point of view the 

most disturbing feature of the vroek1s incidents was the stepping up of attacks 

on RUC personnel I .. hich llaS obviously intended to i ntimidate the men off the 

streets. Consideration was given to ways ald me ans of ~ustaining the morale 

of the men eg more generous authority for the use of QU'i:;omatic weapons and 

protection for police homes. The former .. Tas undtn~ consid(;;ration by 

Home Office at the moment. The latter vTas a shi.~'bing problem and therefore 

difficult to deal ,dth. At the suggestion of t.'I-).e Senior Parliamentary Secretary 

at the I<1inistry of Home Affairs th~Chief Constabk undertook to check on the 

si tua tion in Londonderry in this :respect. J'h~~§8cretarx... ,to the Police Authority 

"Tondered if something couldn1t be dono to speed up delivery of 1,000 flak jackets 

i .. hich had been on order from America for some tim",. Tll~ GOC undertook to Bee 

if Ministry of Defence could bring influence tC' bear. 

NevTry was troublesome, dUG partly to the pl'esence uf a nest of IRA men in 

Dundalk. The GOC said that Army presence on the D~ndalk/NGwry road was being 

strengthened. Local business interests had expressed concern about lack of 

security in the to\'m, and it ",as felt th3. t the I4 (r{)[l. ~ . SO\""1.ri.t:1 ~ll::u:.ri. ~toe 

might usefully discuss the position with tho Local Commitieo of Businessmen. 

2. vlEEK-END UARCHES 

Security arrangements had gone according to plan _. 

.Armagh: March stopped at selected point • 

(under 300). 

Neus media exaggerated the numbers 

Mngilligan: 600/700 people. Eo trouble until marchers infringed A:rm.y territory 

and had to be repulsea. 
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"Lurgan and ) 
Nei·Tcastle ":. ) Effectively stopped e Necessary to use some CS gas~ 

NothvTi thstanding some provoco.tive reporting ,,'hich laid emphasis on "\!Tha tever 

limi ted marching there W"as rather than on the fact that all the l-iarches had been 

effec ti vely s topped there lvas generc. l S.:1 tisfa c t ion with the s ecuri ty ac tion and 

the Chairman congratulated An~y and Police on succes sful oper ations v 

3. BAN ON PROCESSIOnS 

Jhe Sen~Assis.iant Secret?-.LY. _lii,nistLY-.C?f Hone Af:t.:a~rs. vrondered if the terms 

of the ban on processions should be extended to embr a ce nagllligan Strand, but 

it was felt this "ould carry complica tod enforcement diff i culties. 

agreed also that the ban should be absolute and "'Jli t :1r)ut Gxeeptions. 

4. FORTHCOHHTG EVZiJTS 

Proposed Narc~s on Saturday (Dungamlon to Coalislnnd) and Sunday (in 

It was 

Londonderry) posed considerable problems. Tactics will be as for last week-end. 

The r~arches uill be stopped at points selected on t a ctical grounds. 

It was agreed that SPA Regulation 38 should be used to prevent assembly in 

Dungannon Square. The Londonderry Itiarches presented more serious difficulties 

and security action will be primarily un Army operation. It is planned to 

stifle the Shantallo,., Narch at source but it would be poLltless to attempt the 

sane tactics in the Creggan area. The basic pl3.J."1 here 1'T:Ul bo to block all 

routes into ~lilliam Street and stop the Harch there ~ The 0pera.tion might w"ell 

develop into rioting and even a shooting llar. Dep,:mding on the am.ount of road 

trnnsport into Londonderry for the occasion road blocks illi::ly be set up and veh:Lcles 

searched. This vrould luve useful delaying effect. 

Prosecution for ."caches of the ban on processions Ims disappointingly slou. 

1.he llinister of State m the rHnistr:y: 2..f_~ELAff<li~.§. undertook to look into 

this. 

5. TRANSPORT INFORtATION UNIT 

The Conmi ttee noted vd th s a tisfaction progress in the set cing up of this Unit as 

per Paper tabled. The Unit w"ill operate from 31 J anuary ~ 

6. GENERAL 

A PUBJJIC1 ... TI(,lT OF CIT~l.TIOH.'3! The COLllili ttoe accepted a recOD1:·1enda tion submitted 

by the GOC that in the best i...'1torests of recipients citations for operational 

Honours and Allards in Northern Ireland to rembers of the Security Forces, including 

the Royru. Navy, Regular ArTilY, Royal AirForce~ HUC, UDR and Civilians (as 

app~o~ate) should not be published. Rocipients ilould of course receive copies 
~ " 

of full citation. 

The Secreta ry to the Cabinet pointed out that althcu.gh ci-::J. tiol1s 1'TGre not 

published in too case of the norm.J.1 New Yea r mld Birt hcla.y Honours Awards to 

Police it vms possib10 "~hat somo of those concerne d could be connected in press 

cOIilLlcnt "Tith particular trper:J.tions <1gainst the lRA~ Stops had alrcady been 

SECRET 



© PRONI HA/32/3/7 

SECRET 

tal~en to prevellt publica tion of priva te addresses of police recipients but 

further precautions night no\'7 have to be considered. 

B IITTERE1vIEILifT: 

i. Accommodation: The nex t 4 l18el~s llilhl ·G.:le 4 adJ. i.ti0112,1 compotmds 

at Long leesh (capa city 350) are avai l a ble (end of February) will 

be difficult. Present spare a ccoTI!!1odation ~L8- )8 . 

ii. Segregation: Hot possible until t hG "-tt.>LLHor;..:t:':' : :!'c~)lJI1odation is 

availcLble. 

iii. Staff Recruiting: Progre ,3si ng sa-cisfuc GOrlJ.y. Contrary to 

press r eports only 9 GB recrm ts bact r eturned haDe . 

iv. Searching: Proposals for tightening up sear dl procedure was 

being cons idered. 

C 1lWRfJI.S3 I H .],Cllil2..IlTG: It 'I'f[l.sn1t clea r whether the r ecent increase in 

bonDing incide;'lts indic2.ted. a fresh sup;?ly of gelig;.dt0 ,)r increasing use of 

agricultural eAplosives. 

about increased ASU cross- border [Lctivi ty and c'. SUlli'l~T of aJ.'illS froi.2l the 

continent. 
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