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On 22nd J!ll11w.r,'T, 1972 an Anti-IntcrnTIent Demonstr .... ction vTaS held at 
Haeillir;an , JJiJYlavady, Co . LO~1donderr:\· . It Has org:lnised on betal f of 
N. LC . iLA . by the Forth Derry Civil Rights !~ssociation . 

SU!,Dorters of the Denonstration began arri vin.:; at tl:e },ssembl y Point 
at the Golden Slioncr ~allrooEl , Nneillignn from 1 . 30 p . m. onwards from 
various ~!lrts of l·:orthern Ireland including Belfast and !Jondondcrry . By 
2 . 15 p . m. betueen 600 and 700 :per30ns had assembled in that area. . 

Chie;-:' Sunerintendcnt R. G. 1; . Spears , Coleraine , Lt . Col. P . H. ':!elsh , 
2nd Ro;!al Green Jackets , Shackleton Da.rr:1cl:s , Bally;(clly and Ctief Ins~,)e ctor 
';! . S . Ir",-in, IJintlw:.d:r con t n.c ted l f r . Ivnn CooDer , ; .~ . P . at tte ,~sGenb::'y Point . 
Follo;;in,S discussiocs IJ- . Coo,!?er indic3.ted U:at tte De~~orGtr::'.tors intended 
to travel to Eagilli::;:an CamT) via a lar,m;£l.Y d~ich Has alonc;side the Go l den 
Slipper DallrooEl tOilr~rds U:e ~c[!ch and then along the be;::.ch tO~'jards I~!lCi.J,liGan 

Camp . At this time the follouine police and military were depl oyed just on 
the I~a.3"illiGan carro side of the I,ssembly Point: -

Poli ce 

I,iili t ary 

I nspec t or 5 Ser Geants 30 Constab l es . 

Pl a to on of 2nd Roya l Green J a c;<:ets in Arr.l.Oured 
Vehicl es . 

The asseoblcd persons Here addressed by i·lr . };'inbar O' Kene , Gl enullin , 
Garvac h uho is the Chairman of the Fortll Derry Civil ~iGhts !~ssoci.3.tion . 

O' :;~ane in<lic:::tted over a l oudspenker t hat the Derno~3tr2. tors ~'lOul d trave l by 
, the l anmi2.Y on t o the beach . SOrle of the Der.:onstrntors uere host i le at 
t h i s stase and a few stones and bottles were ttro~m at the Po l i ce . HOHeve~ , 

t h e demonstrators were persuaded by the Organisers to move ihto t he grounds 
of t he BallrooD ,,!}~ere tl1ey then formed up 2.nct moved off at 2 . 30 p . n . in a 
procession nloDC the lane'·Ti.",y to,'mrds the beach . Observation \'Ias kept on 
t he De80nstrati on by Helicopter durine thej,r march along the l aneHay and beach . 

At 3 . 41 p . m. a S!'rQl l number of the deoonstrc.tors had renched the danner t 
aire fence erected on th8 beach by the Army Qt the start of the pr chibited 
area ncar t o ;;acillican Cam~ . The nain body of demonstrators stonne d at a 
distance of aO'1roj:iElQtely 200 ya,rus sJ1ort. L STi1.:11l number C'o.;,iC f oruard 
i ncludinG :a- . 1. Cooner , I: . P . uno ,ras told by Chief Supt . Spear s thQ t the 
Demonstra tors Hould not be permitted beyond the wire fence , ns the Ground to 
t he Horth of it ITa::; c~ prohibited ' area and the pronert:r of the i:inis i: ry of 
Defence . ':nen sp8a}~in~S to I·ir . Cooper CLief Supt. Spen,rs l'ms alons- th.?, t 
portion of the beach behleen the e:r-d of the ;Tire nnc1. the S83. itself , Qn.d it 
lT3.S f1/l.de [~i te cl c[~r to ;;r . Cooner tr-~ t the line :rhich ;,;as Geing referred to 
Ivan tInt runni:r;,c strai.::.ht r..o~m fro:-:l tl:o end of tlw bnroed ',eire to the end 
of tr.e se2. i belf . Fr . Co oper left to join the main body of c]eoonstrntors 
and so~eo~e then addressed theo by loudspeaker . Inntructions were given for 

the Der.onstrn tors to link ar~:lS and move for'.ra rd tOi"!::.rds tl'.c l'iire . This tl~cy 
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did in a~ody . In the D~untinc about 50 nersons had de t~c~ed t~em8elves fron 
the nain bo :1;! of der.10nstr.:l tors 2.nd sow; ston~s ,-:ere t}1J?0l\'n [1. t tl:e Arr'ly <.-nd 
Police behind the ~li re fence who withdrew out of r[1.nce ; The usual obsceni t ies 
were a l s o beinG directed at the Ar my and Police. 

~lhe tide had gone out and there Has a Gap beb-reen t he end of the wi:re 
fence o.no. the seC'.. . The main body of de::lonstr[1. tors ,rent tm-rnrds tbis point . 
Stones Here still being thro':!D at the Police and ). rmy. The ::1[lin body of 
Demonstrn tor:::: cane Tl<lst the dam-lert "ire <l t 4. G p . !~ . [md t he : ·~rr.1Y fire d 
rubo, r ~t:~lets a t this st::gc and :~ ollocled this un '.Ti th a bo.tton c~[tr.3"e . 
Tbe Demonstra tors ~Jere driven b:: c~-( out of the probibi ted. p.rea . Stone t l' ro \':ing 
by deDoDstr?tors and the firing of baton rounds by the Array c O):tinvcd. At 
4.16 p . )·1 . r:w.tters had quieter:.ed dOITIl coni1i clera~ly, and by 4 .30 ~ .r'1. sone of 
the oef'lOnstr8.tors had cO~.1Cn c ed. to Dove b[1.C~ alon:.: the beach t O~ ![1. r cls t he ori ::::int:l 
assenbly point . A hard core of ap'l')rOXiPlately 300 (:C:7'.Onstr 3. tors Doved. a long 
the periBater fence i r. l c.nd in the direction of j·:nr.;illif;an CalJp . 1.s tte Ar~ 'y 
prena r ed to move in der.1onstra t ors withdrew , and in s o doirig set alight 6ne 
hut eluring their retreat. 

Shortly after 5.00 p . m. all the available Police, about 25 [lnd one Platoon 
1vent do'.m toua rds the Golden Sli nncr Jallroom to a;mi t the r eturn of the 
demonstrators . ~~en the demonstrators r eturned to the vicinity of the Ballroom 
they cro;:!u.ed round t Le builclin~ ane. threl" a la!'p,e nunbe r of nis s iles to'.·;n.ras 
Police and Ar my from out of the cO!:l~Jari!. tive darkness. Shortly !lfter this tbey 
set t}le building alieht and caus ed very considerable internal damaGe. 

The Golden Slip'~er BallrooD I',c.s set on fire at 6 .13 p. r.l . and at that stn!;-e 
the Ar ny' ca lle d up h;o further Platoons and at 6 . 34 n.n. !'~oved in in conjull ction 
,vi th the Police to clear the area . 'l'he ?ire Brigade arrived shortly after,-rards 
and Ducceeded in puttine out the fire. At 7.30 p.m. the area had returned to 
normal. No further incidents took place. 

It can be state d qui te cate[;orica Dy that there 1-1aS no breach of the 
GoverIlElent Ban on Processions, by the demonstrators on this occas i on. 

';.Then speakinr; to the orGanizers a t the beginninG' of the der'!onstra tion both 
of us were prepared to do all'in our power to co-operate with them ,consistent 
vIi th our duty of ensuring the. t tJ1ere iT[lS no breach of the Ban ,e.nd this a tti ~ude 
~.!.., r- ;naintained throuchout the afternoon . 

The area surrounding tl!e InterTlY.lcn t Camp l:~d been dec l ared a prohibited 
area uncler Reg . 34 and 34A of the Ci vil ,'~uthorities S, cci.'l l PO~'lers Act, and 
1-Te understand that an Orecer to trA.t effect !:<lS been published in t::e :3elfa~;t 

Gazette . The .3.rea included the fore shore (defir.i tion of cTl:ich ' .... e _ unders tand 
to include all thn t l and do~m to the 10ir 1'la ter mar k ). 

Fo arrests '.'Te!'c r.lade a t fo ot of nr:y of the inci(ten-t s oceur l'inc during the 
afternoon . The various si tun.tions urich tr.e Secur ity Forces found ther.lse lves 
in did not lend thensel'les to the ma;:inc of arrests and it ':TaS :elt, in f?.ct , 
that the oakinG of arrests, in the circl.l!'!stances , r.li ~ht only infl[;.ne the 
situation amd might have resulted in an a ttempt to breach the Ban. 
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