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APPEiIDIX : 

This would pre se rve the b a si c re quirement of no f undnment al change in the 

consti t utiona l positi on excep t by consent; and it Houl d ·.put i t up to t he Government 

and pe opl e in th e ft epublic to s ee whe t he r t h ey were 'willing '01: able to e arn s uch 

consent. A form of Agreement Vlou l d provi de for t he possibili t y of movement in 

stages by cons ent, a s for example in the following :-
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Pha se 1. To last for a p eriod of not l e ss t han LIg? years from the 

election of the first Northern Ire l a nd Assembly under a new Constitution • 

• 
Wi thin this phase, the constituti onal position of North ern Ireland a s an 

integral par t of the Unit e d Kingdoll yvould r emain precise ly as it is at 

present. During it, the Irish Rep ublic would be expecte d to take any 

steps necessa ry to co-operate in the total supp ression of violent and 

illegal organisations. '1'his might include provision for' a ' "co;nmon l a 'N 

enforcement a reall,which already e xists in relation to fishery offences 

(see Foyle Fisheries Act (North ; rn Ireland) 1 952 and t he corresponding 

Act of the Oireachtas). The two G·overnments Vlould set up some form of 

joint consulta tive and voluntarily co-operative machinery. 

At the end of the !J.sil year period , and thus contemporaneously wi th the 

[J,hirg General Election under a n ew Consti t~tion, a Referendum would be 

held to decide, on a ma jority of vote s cast, whether the people of Northern 

Ireland wishe d to move to Phase 2 ' (see belol'l). If the answer was "Yes", 

there would be immediate movement into Phase 2. If the answer was "No", 

movement would be delayed until, at the earliest, a further Eeferendum 

after another !J.sil years OR until the Northern Ireland Assembly, or both 

its Chambers if bicameral, pass e d Resolutions that Phase 2 should begin 

from the date of the next Election. 

At this stage, the South Vlould see clearly tha t anything othe r than 

co-operative behaviour or a firm hand wi th terrorist organisations '.vould 

remove any possibility of a IIYes" vote at the Referendum. 

Phase 2. To last for a period of not less than!J.Q7 yea rs from the 

be ginning of the Phase. 
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Within this phase there would be -

(a) an element of "condominium" or joint sovereignty ; 

(b) a transfer of certain powers to some form of joint all - Ireland 

body; 

(c) efforts by the Republic to bring socia.l services, and' in particular 

social benefits, up to acceptable levels; and 

(d) preparation of a new Irish Constitution designed to be acceptable 

',J to North and South . 

At the end of the {lgl year period and of Phase 2 - that is to say not sooner . 
than the fifth General Election under a new Consti tution - a further Referendum 

would be held to decide, on a ma,jori ty of those elj iJiible to vote, whether to move 

to Phase 3 (see later). If the answer is "Yes", Northern Ireland would move into 

Phase 3 on promulgation of a newall-Ire l and Cons ti tu tion. If the answer is "No", 

any further movement would' be delayed until a "Ye s" result was 'obtained at a 

subsequent 6§1 yee.r Referendum, or until the passing of Resolutions to that effect 

by a majority of the memb ership of each House of the Northern Ireland Assembly . At 

this stage, Northern Ireland voters would be able to consider whether the " t erms of 

entry" - constitutionally, socially and economica.lly - were acceptabl e or not . 

Phase 3. Unification of Ireland on an agreed basis, but with the maintenm1ce, if 

Northern Ireland wished it, of a regional Parliament. 

This scheme is designed to test the South's intentions, and demonstrate the real 

problems of unity. It would be difficult for them to rej ect it, while de claring 

they did not wish to coerce Northern Ireland. . It would leave Northern Ireland.'s 

destiny in the hands of Northern Ireland people, and would not in practice take 

them out of the United KinGdom a day earlier than they themselves wished. 

© PRONI DCR/1/126 
~ r~ 
~.:....... 

~t~ ~.", '':'.'' '\lr .. 'C'!1t 

k~~:: ~ 


	proni_DCR-1-126_1972-09-08_c_p1
	proni_DCR-1-126_1972-09-08_c_p2

