
UNIONIST PAHTY tULD AT STOlu.rOWf C!ISTL .. ; ON TUESDAY 19 Dj~C:r:'.:B;~R 1972 . 

Those Present:-

secretary of State 

A P Mc/Jaster 

Dr Paisley 

}lev 7lilliam Beatt ie 

Mr John :/'cQuoid 

Mr Samuel Eobinson 

Councillor John Crowe 

Councillor Robert Donal dson 
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Dr Paisley said that this is not a time for discussion about the future, the 

real issue at present is the survival of Northern Ireland as a communi ty . Since 

Direct Rule there has been no significa nt change in the security situation. 

He would much rather therefore press hard for immediate action ill the f ield of 

security than discuss the Green Paper. He believed that there will be a spate 

of murders in the near future and that the country is on the brink of anarch,')- , 

and called, therefore, for very firm a ctions to deal with the situation. '].'he 

Secretary of' State said that he was extremely worried about assassinations. 

Detection was proving difficult. He would probably be maki ng a statemen t about 

legislation arising out of the Diplock Heport but pointed out that law::; are of no 

use if detection is missing. The low detection rate is probably a re sult of 

lack of information because witnesses are fearful. The §!"cretar;z of State 

said he believed that the Task Force which was recently introduced "Nu S already 

having an effect in East Belfast. He assured the deputation that strenuous 

efforts will continue/ to remove the men of vi olence . 

Dr Paisle;z said that we are facing an emergency situation, a breed of Coml)1Jlsi ve 

killers is being raised, and to comba t this, drastic measure s are needed. He 

therefore sugGested that capital punishment shouB. be brought in, not only for 

murder but for intent to kill (carrying guns , explosives etc illegally). He 

also suggested that mandatory sentences should be introduced because in seve~al 

cases recently Judges had imposed a minimUL1 sentence which, in his vievl, had only 

very slight deterrent effect. He also called for corporal punishment for young 

hooligans. In his view some leaders of the Protestant community are now preaching 

sedition, some Judges are cracking under the strain, and. t he time has arrived. 

therefore to co nsider l":1i litary Courts . He apprecia ted that there is a shortage 
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of ITlanpO lver i:.nd aSKed t herefor e i f some fo r m of Civil Defellc.e }orce Gould be 

e stablished t o suppl ement t he Army and Pol ice . The Secre~.~ry of Sbt(~ said that 

many more r ecruit s were required f or the Po l ice Reserve and that his fOar was th"t 

any offici a l ly r ecognised Force alo ng t he lines sugges t ed by Dr Paisley 'I,ould. have 

to be a rmed; tnis in t urn would r equire l egi sl a i i on. 

Dr Paisley went on to suggest t ha t it should be r:v;l.de an o ffence t o fail t o pass' 

i nformation to t he security forces about terror is t s . He bel ieved t hat the 

Kilwee and the Tunnel ar eas of Portadown and the Drwnarg Es t ate in Anib.gh shou) d 

be cl ea r ed out by t he Ar my and be domin5. ted by t hem . In such circumst:.t.nces t he 

flo w of i nf or mat i on woul d be dr amat ically increas ed a s had happened in o th~r 

Ca tholic ghetto area s. 

Counc i llo r CrOi'.e r efe r red t o extra security arra ngement s at an Army po ~t a t 

st Angelo Airfield near Enni skillen and compl ained t hat barbed wir e barriers 

erected ther e f ollowing the attacks with rocke t s were creating a tra f f i c hazard. 

In spite of r epresentations he had made locally , nothing had be en do ne t o r elTledy 

the situation. He also alleged tha t some i nf or mation passed t o t he police was 

not getting a nywhere. The Re v Beattie sa i d t ha t wi th t he assistance of t he 

Chamber of Co mr;;erce in Lisbur n they had been able t o arr ange f or empl oyees in 

premises in the town to j oin the RUC Re serve. This had had a dr amat ic effect in 

reducing the planting of bomb s. He al so had hea rd that many people bel i eved 

'phone contact with the police and Army was dangerous because line s had been 

tapped . 

The Secretary of State said he did not think it was possible t o tap t he Robot 

' Phone service and would look into the possibility of pUblicising thi s fact. 

He also said that his Private Office could be used for passing inf orma t i on. 

Dr Pa isley, wi nding up, sa id he would like to have another meeting before the 

pUblica tion of the White Paper. He felt that if t he White Paper wer e t o i ndic a te 

any'weakness" in the constitutional link with GB, this would push ce i·tain el ements 

over the brink . By "weakness" he meant, for example, t he i dea of a Council of 

Ireland being established while the ll.epublic continued to cla i m jurisdict ion 

over the six Counties of Northern Ireland. He f elt tha t unless the Republic 

disclaime d such jurisdiction the elements in Northe rn Irel and and l ed by pe ople 

like William Craig vlould re sort to viol ence. These elements 7'CJ.n t ed a ";::on-

fro ntation" and this pro posal vlOuld provide t hem v/i t h a n excuse . 
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l2!.:. Pai~~ also suggested strongly that the Border Poll should precede tbr~ 

pUblication of the ',Vhi te Paper, otherwise the number of spoiled votes would be 

very larGe indeed . 2'11e SecretalY of state said that he would be glad to have 

a further me etinG befor e publicatio n of the Vlhi te Paper . 

A P McMASTER 

21 De cembe r 1972 

Copies to:-

Lord Vlindlesha m v 

Mr Dav i d Howell v 

Mr ":im van Straubenzee ......---
Mr P IAills /" 
Sir Willib.m Nield /" 
1.11' P J Woodfiel d ../ 
Sir David Holde n ../ 
Sir Harold Black ---
Mr J T A Howard-Drake ...,/ 
Mr ]i' A Rowley ~ 
Mr K P Bloomfield -.-/ 
Mr F F Steele -----
Chief Constable v 

Deputy Chief Constable .../"" 
GOC (2) v 
Mr D G Hughes, NIO'-/ 
Mr J '1.' Williams, NIO../ 
Mr K D 1.lcDowall .......... 
Mr T 1.1 Roberts ./ 
Mr J L L Imrie,../' 
Mr Stevens (2)/ 
Mr K J Jordan ../ 
Mr D J Trevelyan ./ 
Mr 'N J Smith ...,/ 
Mr Christopher Hoberts -' 
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