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HOT.c l ~i' A M3C;'rIi :G B.!.~'l' rEE~; 'J,~L~ 3ECR2'L'AHY Ol STATE Arm LEADERS ()}' 'l.'HE 

PR1~SByr;.'~I{IAN CHUHCIl ON vrBDrb SDAY 6 D.~C c<.. ,,:Bim 1972. 

'1.'hose present:-

Rt Rev Dr H V A LyrlQ,s 

Very Rev Dr Haire 

nev Dr J .\ Orr 

Re v Dr A J IVeir 

- i',ioderator 

- }i'ormer J,:oderator 

1ol0derator Besignate 

- Clerk of Assembly 

~ - ;-1 

~I ,\ 

The Secretary o f State welcomed the deputation and explained ".;h8 reCisons fo r 

holding the series of discussions. 

Dr Lyw:l.s said. thu.t many people were very ~oncerned about the secc:.rity sit uation , 

the brlukdown in law and order ancl also feare d t hat the new assembly woulcl ()e 

nothing like th e old Stormont . As a r esult such people felt tnat this was the 

beginning of the end . If the new assembly was to be a watered down stormont 

Dr Lyni:is expe cted that there Vlould be a violent reuc-tion on the Protestant 

side, it 'Has difficult however to assess the likely strer,gth of this reiiction 

and the nunbers of people who would be willing to resort to violent means . 

He sUGGested that the refe rer,dum and the ~'!hite Paper should be p resente d as 

quite separate although he recognised th~t if the ',','hite Faller came first then the 

plebiscite would be regarded by many as a vote on its proposals. He had noticed 

in spe,:,.king to people throughout the Province that there was a tendency to 

thinK that the minority were betting more in t erms of concessions than their 

numbers would justify. 

Dr \'feir thought tha t the Protestant comliluni ty were in greater fear aoout what 

they saN as excessive apveaseLient them they we re about the task of' recorJcilL.tion. 

l1<:iny took the vievi that concessions had been made exclusively on the 'Cnionist 

side in Northern Ireland, a 'lYillingnes::; to change had also been shown Dot!l in 

~ublin and London; however, these mov ements had not been matche d. by any show of 

flexibility on the part of' the representatives of the minority in ~orthern 

Ireland . As far as the Iris h Dimer;sion was concerned he suu:;estecl it WetS 

important that the elected representative s in the new Northern Ireland assembly 

shoulQ have suff icient standint to talk on the same footing as the politicul 

representatives in the Republic. It was very i mportant that matters of mutua.l 

concern to North and South should be discussed on such a basis rather than 

between London a nd Dublin. He also wondered how the a cceptability of the 

proposals in the 'Nhi te Paper could be measured. The Secret~0.::. of State said 
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thu.t this was difficult; obviously the reaction would v3.ry as between the 

minor parties and the Unionist· Party and therefore .vould be difficult to quantify. 

There is also the problem of knowin~ \', ho is truly representat ive . It would be 

possibl e to have an ~lection on t he proposals in the :.'hite Paper , but what 

happens if the proposals eire defeat ed? In any case he could not see He r La j e:.3ty 's 

Government puttin~ such propo sals to the test in a referendum . 

Dr Lynas said that at a recent meetillg of the heads of the Churc hes the concensus 

"/las that they should advocate acce1,tallce of the ;,hite Paper . This approach 

Nould be baseu. on the idea that any neW' structures should at least be given 

a fai r tri a l and if r,ecessary be modified in the light of experier.ce . 

Dr .'ieir said that it was also vital that the neR st r ucture sho uld be a cceptable 

t o a C1a~o rity (in fact it would prooably require ac ceptance by the majority of 

t he maj ority) if it was to be workable. 

The Secret ary of State said the proposal s would obviou sly have to be r easonable 

i f they were to be a ccepted by a maj ority. 

Dr Lynas asked the Sec r etary o f State if he wo uld be wi lling to meet the 

General Board of the Presbyt e r ian Churc h early i n t he I'Te'/I Year , when he would 

hav e a n oppo r tunity of hearing gr ass r oot s opin i on . The Secretary of St at e 

agr eed to t his be ing a r rang ed on 9- !.~ondayJ or Tuesday tC!Vlards the end of January . 

A P MCII~STER 

7 De cember 1972 
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