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secretary of state 

AN JI'JII'EG~A'.rrON SOI,U'rION 

1. I'/hen submit ting our earlier p::pe r entitled. "A De-volutionary Solution" I 
ind :i.ca.ted that Northern I reland Permanent Secretaries under the gCYlc:r:,ll umbrelJ.u. 
of t he Future Policy Group ,.,ere also Norkinc- on a paper on the int8[;Tation a~,!pr()ach. 

2. The attached paper is the outcome of a number of discussions and , as with the 
paper on devolution, not all our members su:pporte d in £'illl each of the detailed 
suggestions. I have also cut short some of the enquiries ltThich some members NouJ.d 
have liked to pursue . I did this because I t hought that it vms more important to 
prolluce a paper quickly. 

3. \~ e have cons id.ered integrab on in the context of existinG arrangements in the 
Unit ed Ki ngdom and have not tried to anticipate the reco,'!m.endation;., of the 
KiJ.brandon (formerly Crowther) Co:nmiss ion . or the r oac t i or:. of the UK Govermne'lt to 
them. Our proposal for a Scottish Convention on the {;eneral lines suggested by 
the Douglas-Home C omrnittee might Ke11 be affected by the findinGs of the K:lbrandon 
Commission in rela.t ion either to Scotland or to regional Government generally. 

4 . 11e are a t present at ",ork on the draft of a paper on I-Tha t vre call "The Irish 
Dimension". This recognises thflt the Northern IrE:lanrl problem has an "ext8rnal" 
as ,,,ell as an "internal" cr...aracter and th'lt any real solution must take account 
of both. 
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DeB HOLDEN 
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