
:1L 1L\RDCASTLE, WORLD AT ONE - 15 DECEJ4BER 1971 

As e speak, r Kaudling is in the air heading back to London. Thi afternoon he joins 

both Ilr Heath and Jtr Wilson in talks on the Northern Ireland problem. Ian U1tchell 

talke(1 to udllng berore he boarded hiB plane and asked him how he saw t.'l-te priorities 

now. 

udllng - "Obviously, nothing can be right until the violence has been uppressed. On 

the other hand we cannot it for the suppression of violence in order to start the 

talk:i.ngabout the future. That is why I so deepl¥ regret the unwillingness of the SDLP 

and the ational1sts to come and talk to me. Because by refu ing ev n m talk they are 

going to prolong the agonies of their own people. It 

i tohell ... "And you have still not been able to see them?" 

lfaudling - "1 offered them, I inn ted them to 00 e nd see me wholly on the condition 

that they could disouss a!'l.ything they wanted to with me but they just won't come. Well, 

how can you possiblJ reach agreement with people when they won't even talk.1! 

Mitchell - ''You spoke then this morning to Dr Paisley? Was this a useful meeting?" 

J4a.uclling - "Yes, I s for the first tim Dr Paisley and his Party members ~ Stormont. 

I had seen, as you know, other Party members, representatives from Stormont, p ~t of 

my general talks on the future. It s the first ti e I ho.d seen them 8S a P. rty, it 

was very interesting, they explained their point of view to me and confirmed that it as 

to be found in more detail in the Hansard a t Stormont. tI 

Mitchell - "Do you see any future in r Wilson's ideas for Ireland?" 

lfaudllng - ' . ell, I think his proposal for inter-Party talks wa a very valuable one. 

I am in act going back to London in order to partioipate with Mr He th, in precisely 

talks of that charaoter with Mr Tilson this afternoon. I! 

Mitchell - tlFinally, could I ask you if you are more optimistio now that you have been 

here again." 

Yaudling - "People also ask wbether I am more or less optimi tio. I don't answer, 

because I don't think it's a meaningful question frankly. The situation is tra.!f,c, 

de ply tragic. but the determination of everyone I know - ot the security foroes, 

Government and alike - to bring it under control 18 una ted." 

William Hardcastle - "Befor that intervt ) lofr udling held e. new conferenoe and 

Simon Winch ster ot the GUIlrdian was there. He came on the line from the RAF airfield 

near Belfast, from which the Home Secretary departed, and I asked Simon could he read 
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significo.noe b tw en the Unea of t r udling d to y ... 

lnchest r - "Yes, I think the 

fairly optimi tio. The first 

ere two things.. One of t m f irly depres lng, one 

when he admitted atter hi cOnYer ations with the GOe 
y sterday" he a tted that the J sees that it':I not going to be possible to reduc -

the ioleno to nil, only to reduoe it to a certain level. Thi is a lin whi~b so 

s or of'f'ioers wer putting out last wok, an no the 110 Gore ry h s confi d it. 
The viol nee will not be eradicated in North rn Ireland tor a lors time but 1. twill 

duced to a level which r udll hope will be eceptablo, thou h ouldnt t 

pacifY t this 1 vel of violence could b. I think this is 11k ly to depr s quite 

a number of people OYer her • especiallY of course the h rd- Loyalists who will 

cle.im t t.l).e D S 01 18 and e 01 roc ould ve n able to c mt. in the :rnA _ ch 

or ef'feotiv 13 than th Arrrry se !ll to be aying they are going to ble to ~o now. 

'1.'ho s oond thin Gover th question of inte nt. You ill t t tho 

e tminater De to C Ilnghan put to ard 0 for timpro'dng int rnmentll , to 

u his phr "try:illg to alter internment in som y the. t would k th SDLP and 

tho rest of the Opposition c b ok to the cont'erenc table and tart lkltg. lI.r 

udling en h s sked about hother he had any viowa on improving' te 

rin . ns internees to orne form of courts, was er 1 ss than non-co di 

ugg st that talks re going on an that aome progres was b ing made and ti t in r. ct 

inte nt might be in Gome y lte1"8d in the future." 

HArd stle - "In f· ct, Simon, while s holding hi ne S oonference we 

he rd the. t :r 'il.eon is seeing Ur He th this afternoon on the subj ct ot Ir land and 

r udling i apparently joining the talk hen ho lands over here. Do you re rc1 that 

a OOins igni1"icant in any y1" 

incheater - "Yes, this is th £o~l b mdng ot the inter-Party 1ks t hioh we 

he he r 80 much. Mr udl.ing add s much at tho p s c')nt rene today. He 1. 

going ove rather unbriefed, he co s ed, to ee 180n and I believe Callaghan 

as well and Primo K1niatel', to start t long aited inter-Parly talks which 11 

ot cours ng othor thi diacu a the pos ible vent 1 re-unifi tion ot Ir land. tt 

Hardco.stl - ltyou are prob bly a: :re that thor ba been a flurry of ne1f ours about 

direct rule fro Westmina I' b i put Northern Ireland. as there anyth:1ng in t 

udl1 _ d to aay to ov or disprove the rumour. 1" 

inchost r - "l! 1d that no-one today put fo ny tirm propo ala for airect 

rul and that he per 0 lly d.i not think it 8 on th caras t the nt, but a 

her d peed him on h thor e th.ou th direct control ot security in North rn 

Ireland should b taken over by eatminstor. He erely reite ted h t b hE4 said in 
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eetminster a couple of eeks ago, that it would present certain difficult ies, but ~ 

own 8S i that thi :LS something about which a lot ot' talking is go~on t present. " 

Hard stle - "Just on final point, Simon, would you oonsider as being significant that 

til·s morning th head ot' the Orange Order re-rai&ed the question of the oreation of a 

new seouri~ force in Northern Ireland." 

Winchster - I ell, I don't believe Iir Kaudling is going to ve any truCk with that 

sort of t 1k at the omant. e ked. him about the Protes .t vi !ante . H~ i4 he 

thought they were doing a good job. H ent rather farther than Lord C~rrington had 

gpne when he was here a month ago. Lord Carrington said that he thought the Protestant 

vigil ntea were force that ought not to exist. Mr udling, howe'lrer, was much more •• 41 

he a 'eed that they were doing a good job. I think he would rather leave the situ tion 

like that - an unanned Protestant citizen force like this - but certainly no organised 

third force." 
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