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Sub j ect : - Fatal 1.1ot or Accid ent in Bo[,;s i cl e , Londoncl er:cy , on 24th J uly , 1971, 
involving Lili tary Vehic le . 

Chief Super~ntendcnt , 
l IT ' DIVISI0?T . 

"...-- ------_._-----, 
RaYhL lilSiD C:r:STACU lARY 

" ." DU1::;;Or~ 

- 9 !~UG197 1 

Submitted . I have to r epor t that Inspector Cilbert he.s outline(;' the 
fr. c ts of this Cl".:e c orrectl:r i n his report . I ·:i3.S present c.ur i nG the 
whole i n ciC::.ent M:l \"lo.s in ch".rge c-:' the opero.tion . I decL18d that i f 
possible the f;:to.l accir:cnt must be Droperly investigr::teu. so that false 
alleGations p.nd der:o.nd:3 from an enquiry etc . ';roulel not be r:1ac e . '.7e 
were successful in ::,:ct·cinG this done. 

Thi s acci -Jent occurred in tho hocrt cf tr.e Bo{;si:'e ~!!r1 once the 
Army a"o::mdol1e5. the lorry then) "'.'as never a hor') of cr:tt:i.nc ~"t OU-~ :i_nt[~ct . 
I h0geC. to ret it OFt by r02d tec;ti'1,'" i.t 01lt the A. P . ll . Vel:..ic:le , the 
t lSO Serce8.11t.S and. r.iysslf 7icre held 2.,3 }:OS-tD.~~6S until it 7;,~ ~S roa.d tested 
arlO broucht be .. ck to '!ostlt:.nd Jtrc':", t . It VN1S ir.!-:Jos~3ible ·~o 2..:J.o'\'; ;1..1[1.0 

Army to attempt to come into the are~ to retrieve the vehicle ~hilst 
we were carl"y:~n3 out the acc ident investit;ation bccc:usc : --

(1) 'L'he Eves 0:1.1 the Policemen on the 3cene · ... ouE h::.vc besn put at 
ser ious r i sk . 

( 2) ~he accident investiGation would n ot have been COf11Dlo"ted . 

(3) The lorr y would :pI'ooctbly have been pe trol bombed befor e the Army 
could have g ot nePT it . 

It was my int e ntion, t o d ire c t t he Ar my to t ry and ta.."'<e t he lor ry out 
as soon a s t he police we-:.' e on t heir ':Iay ou t of t he are a , ho,/;ever , thi s was 
not p oss i o le be c ause ",\hen the lorry ' .. :as brouEht ba.ck i t -,,:a s inx:edia i ely 
set on fire . The crov/d t hen turne d on the police who e v entually e s c aped 
as described by Ins pec t or Gi lbe rt . 

I c onsider that the pro?er acti on W2.S t ake n and tha t t h e policemen 
involved sho·lIeC!. a r emar~~ab J e de vot ion t o duty and i t is my i nte ntion to 
su"or:lit an a pnlicat ion f or a f avourab1 e r ecord in r esp e c t of t his du t y . 
I rright add t h a t the l oc a l Army Comrr.anc1 er agre e d f ully '.'Ii t h the p olice 
a c t i on . 
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Su pcr inte ne.cn t . 
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