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Illued br Ihe NOfilTHERN IRELANO INFOItMATION SIRVICS 

STATOO!NT BY ' THE PRThrE! MINIS TER OF NORTHERN IREL..'JID 
(MlWORTHERT. HON. J.D. CHICHESTER-CLABK, D.r .• ,T.p.) 
I'RClt STOmWNT C\sTW TOIk:! 

My colleagues on the Security Committee - that is to say the Ministers 

of Home A.t'f'airs, Education and Development , - have been in almost oonstan" 

session with me over the past day!. 

Today we of course have been considering the tragic 8i tuation in Belfast. 

Evidence available to us makes it very clear that subversive Republican 

elemen ts were to the fore in the events of la.s t evening. Well-disciplined 

and ruthless men, working to an ~vident pla..'1, attacked the police at a 

. number of points in the city. The police ,;ere of course obliged to return 

that fire, and in the subsequent exchanges a laree number of injuries -

some of them fatal - occurred. 

I repeat what I said yesterday in Parliament. Quite clearly we 

confront here a deliberate conspiracy to subvert a democratically-elected 

Governmen t. The disorder which is being created in our capital city cannot 

and will not be tolerated. The police forces, dealing as they are with 

armed conspiracy, evidently require reinforcement. The Inspector General 

has therefore requested the deployment of troops in the city, and the G.O.C. 

has assented to this, with of course the knowledge and agreement of both 

Governmen ts. 

A considerablo number of persons suspected oi subversive activities are 

being held by the :~olice for interrogation. 

We have gratefully accepted an offer from the Home Secretary to make 

available to the R. U.C. the 8ervices of two very senior and expe rienced 

police 0 fi'ic ers hom Great Bri ta.:in, Vlho will be available for liaison and 

oonsultation as required. They are expeoted to arrive this evening. 

The Cabinet have decided to set up a Public Information Centre under the 

direction of the Minister of Finanoe, to k ;. ep the public informed and counter 

malicious rumour. Bulletins will be issued r.t regular intervals through the 

Press and broadcasting media. Further deta.ils of this vall be given shortly. 

We ask all sensible people to keep off the streets. It is intolerable 

that the 'WOrk of the forces of law and order s hould be impeded, as it vna at 

tilnes last night, by irresponsible sight-soers. l-arents should make sure 

that their children, out of natural curiosity, do not expose thems~lveB to 
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I am in no doubt that Ulster faces today the most serious and malevolent 

threl'tt in its history. We will resist it by every means in our power. 

If every responsi ble p erson keeps off the s ~roets ~d lets us isolate and 

deal ... -r:i'th the r aal t r ouble-makers, the job 'Nill be greatly simplified. But 

let me make this cl ')a.r. 'i'he United KinSdor:l o,l1d ~!o!"them Ireland Governments 

8 tand to~e~er in t he ir complete de tonnine. tion th[~ t \ie will not be forced out 

of thepni ted Kingdom a gains t our ;vill. In the Inst resort our enemies fac~ 

not only the determination of Ulster but the might of Britain. All they can 

hope to achieve is a tragic end unnecessary l oss of life, and the gravest 

demlogc to all our people, Prote stant and Rom cn Co, tholic alike. 
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