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The Prime Minister stressed the need for the Northern 
Ireland Government to have freedom to reply and to reply 
quickly to any speech or attack on Northern Ireland emanating 
trom the Government in the Irish Republico If this were not 
done fit would open ,the door to right wing elements, who would 
foment trouble, and 'the Government would tend to lose ground 
among its own supporters. 

The Home Secretary indicated that th~ difficulty arose out 
of the fact that the United Kingdom Government was responsible 
for foreign affairs. Delicate negotiations and lobbying at the 
United Nations could easily be upset by an ill-considered speech. 
This was no reflection on the Northern Ireland Prime Minister's 
most recent speech on the subject which was unexceptionable, 
but Ministers at Westminster were subject to re'striction when 
they spoke about foreign affairs and the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Secretary was anxious that Northern Ireland Ministers adopt the 
same practice in relation to the Irish Republic. Prior clearance 
with the FOreign and Commonwealth Office could easily be arranged 
through ~r. Oliver Wright. It was appreciated that difficulties 
arose about replies to questions and restraint and self-discipline 
were required in that context. 

The Prime Minister asked his colleagues to ensure that any . 

speeches relating to the Irish Republic were cleared with the 
Cabinet Offices, who in turn would it need be clear them with 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Oftice through the agency or 
Mr. Oliver Wright. 
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