
Ir • .John fa eting ~ith Lord Stonh at 10 e Office 
o July, 1269 

r . North of the Home Office ' phoned me at 1 . 00 p . m. on Friday, 
18th July, to tell me that. r • .John Burne, M. P . , had asked the Home 
Secretary to receive him for the purpo e of di cus -lng a pro osa1 
that a United tions Pe ce-Keep1ng ~orce shoul be st tioned 1n 
orthern Ireland . The II ) ecret ry had decided th t r . Uurae 

soul be received by Lord tonha. 

I protested about this. pointing out that while the Leader of 
the Official Opposition had been received by Home Office inisters 
1n the past to discuss Northern Ireland's internal flair it vas 
entirely wrong that a priv te ember should be eard on a topiC 
vhich was so clearly related to the Northern Ireland Government's 
responsibility for la\ and order . Mr . North vas obv iou ly unha py 
about the deci ion and hinted that I a rely echOing the views 
which had been expl e sed to the Home ""ccretary by hi official 
advisers. r . Callag an had, howevc , taken he v!e v t at as 
John liume had e 10 trated hi ability exerci e n influence 
over events in North rn Ireland an h d hown rally 
constructive purpose in' very confu~ed nd di ficult situ tion it 
vould be wrong not to ee hi ; in eference to the dvice of his 
officials he voul not ee r . Hume hi elf but would Ie e thi to 
Lord Stonham. I asked hether a Similar privilege as to be iven 
to other Opposition embers n ntioned the rivalry betveen the 
variou Oppo ition groups which could 11 lead to r . Austin Currie 
and other seeking the sam facility to di cu~ 'transferred' 

tter • 

Other pOints ade to w. North 1n the course of thi ~ demarche 
\"Jere: -
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(a) tr. Hume had always been given unlimi t ed access to 
Northern Ireland inisters, includi ng the Prime inl ter 
who had seen him on matters of c on intere t ny tl es . 

hy hould he be encour ged by United ingd lnister 
to by- as the pro er orthern Ireland chan el? 

(b) To meet r. Hurne ln thl way eim ly encouraged the 
bellef held In some quarters that the Stormont Government 
was a ere puppet of Ve st inster with the Clvil Rights 
people ulling the strings . 

(c) The orthern Ireland Government (and the Unlonl t . p . 
at est in ter) could not accept a ituation in which 

embers of Opposition Parties at Stor ont had the right 
of udlence wi th Briti h ~ inl.ters on tt r within the 

/ Torthern Ireland 



r_ 

Northern Ireland sphere of responsibility. 

(d) To go on this way 0 ld to undermine th authority and 
standing of the Northern Irelan Parliru ent and 
Government. 

r. North suggest d that I houl put my views to 5i Philip Allen. 
the Per nent Under ecretary of State . I did 0 at once. lie too 
gave the i pres~ion of being embarrassed by the deci ion ta en and 
di not conceal his vie that our objections were perfectly valid; 
h hoped, however, that the fact that Lord tonha'Tl wa receiving 
r. Hum and not th Ito e Secretary mi ht sotten the ffront to 

Northern Ireland . To thIs latter point I had to retort that the 
stature of the Home Office inieter re lly de little difference, 
the principle a th me . 

Subsequently I retailed the sit at ion to th ... Mi is er of 110 
Aff iI', ho took an equally critical vi w of t 
action. 

Home Secretary' 

On Saturday orning t orthern Ireland B •• C. n W8 

announce that j • J wa eting Lo d Stan am 0 give him a 
first.-hand account of condition in Londonderry nd the asures 
~hich should be taken to restore the situation to normal. This 
1 a different version of the purpose of the eeting to that given 
to the Ho te Office but it is just as da ging ince the l asures tl 

referred to c n only ste from the Northern Ireland Government 's 
po vel' • 
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