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The Ca~e£on Heport 

1. His Excellency the Governor of Northern Ireland, actini:, on the aclhvice19069f 
the Government of Northern Ireland, I:tppointed a Commission on 3rd Mar~ . ~. 
"to hold an enquiry into and to report upon the course. o~_ ev7nts leadl.ng. to, and 
the immediate causes und nature of, the violence and Cl.Vl.~ disturbances ~n. 
Northern Ireland on and since 5th October 1968} and to asse~s t~e compo~l.tl.on, 
conduct and aL~s of those bodies involved in the current ~l.tatl.on and l.n any 
incidents c...rising out of it". 

2. The Commission consisted of The Honourable Lord Cameron D.S.C., Profe ssor 
Sir Henry Biggart C.B.E. and James Joseph Campbell Esq. M .~. 

3. Their Re~rt - referred to for convenience uS the Cameron Report - has nOH 
been received and published (Cmd. S3,z ). 

4. The Government wish at once to express their br~titude to Lord Cameron 
Sir Henl)' Bi&"art and I,; r. Campbell tor t heir \iork. 'l'hey <:..tJprecib.te in particula.r 
their care in inviting and examiniD6 such a large body of evidence, the pains 
which the:y have t aken, the time they h ... ve devoted, the Ciel-th of their sch;)larly 
c..nlilysis and the (;.espatch with which they have completed their heavy task und 
have drr..wn up their voluminous c.nd well documented ",eport. The Government feel 
sure that the c.Jmmunity at h.rbe I"Jill share in this public expression of thanks 
and appreciGtion to those three persons of the highest professional standing, 
inte~rity ~nrl in0.ependence. 

5. Fur·ther, t he Government commend the neport, taken as ~ v:hole, for wide
spreaCi public study and reflection. 

6. AS soon as Parliament resumes, a Notice of Motion will be tabled in the 
House of Commons by the Prime Minister in order that the F.eport and this 
accompanying Commentary may be debated. J~ similar Notice of I-.1otion will be 
tabled in the Senate by the Leader of the Sen~te. It is probable that the 
Government will ask the Hou~es of Farliament to consider the Cameron Report and 
this Commentur.y. The Repo r t is, in certain passages, openly critical of some 
actions by Government and of some mis takes and excesses by a few members of t :.1e 
Police forces : and the Government readily and fully recognize that there are 
pructical lessons to be learned from those finCi~s. Further, the Report 
renders a great service by putting on record and making available to world 
opinion the provocation offered to the Folice and the immense strain which 
sporadic clisturbances in diffe r ent parts of the country impose on a small 
folice Force, as the Royal Ulster Constubular.y is in relation ~o the tasks it 
faces. The Report also confirms publicly und independently the operation ViithL1. 
Northern Ireland of " •••• persons Vlhose immediate r..nd delibera.te intention it is 
to prepare, plan cnd provok~ violence reckless of the conse~uences to persons ~r 
pr.Jperty •••• " (paragraph 235). In commending the Heport f.Jr publ ic study and 
reflection, the Government attach only one conCition, namely th~t it should be 
taken bS a cJmposite whole. lihen this is done, a pattern emerges which the 
country has for long recognized as existin£ and as threatening civil end 
constituti~nal stability. It is a ~attern of some genuinely held grievances; ~f 
the f'ormut~on of well-meaning orgunisations to ventil.:...te those e,rievances but 
also of. the prompt exploitation of those organisations by ill-disposed persons 
~~r the~r ovm ends, not the ler..st of which is a systema.tic uttempt first to 
ul.scre~t and then to under~ine all constituted authority - the local authoritie~ 
the Poll.ce, the Ulster SpeCl.a1 ConstE.bulary and ultimately the f 'urliament and 
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Government of Northern Ireland - in n determination to uchieve either the 
merging of this state into the Irish Hepublic or the setting up of Co new Irish 
'Norkers' Republic. 

Economic and Social Development up to 1968 

7. .ht pa.rn.gro.ph 146 the Cl:UIleron Heport acknowl~dges the II rc.pid econ,~mic and 
soci ... l probress" made in Northern Irelanc.! up to "the Jiututln of 1968 .. lhat 
statement is borne out by the immense progru..'11mes that ha.d been carn.ed through 
in the fields of industric.l development; industrial training; housing. wuter 
supply, sewerage; roeds; schools, colleges ~1d Universities; a6ricultural 
services and educction, forestry, dr~inage; town und country plunning ; public 
transport; hospitals, health, welfure, child carc ; tourism, umongst mWlyothers; 
to which of' cvurse lilust be cddea. the comprehensive social security arrangement s 
in close parity with the arrangelilents in force in other parts of the United 
Idngdom. Those programmes Q.re fully documented in published li terez.ture. 

8. '1'his is not the place tv elaborL.te those well-knov.n achievements. The aim 
at this point is simply to plQ.ce them firmly on record, to endorse the finding 
of "rapid economic and social progress" in pc..rat,l'aph 146, and to draw uttention 
to the findings of the ecmeron Ueport in the socinll:y vital field of house
building. 

9. In Table s embodied in the Report the main statistics of house-building 
since the 193:;-45 ·;i[:.r I:.re set out. ~~ total of 161,000 dwellings have been built 
b:,- &11 [~gencie s since the War, one for ubout every nine persons or for ever::; t"N;)
and-a-hclf f/;Oili08, D,S E.Il addition to the country's existing stock of houses. 
This meuns that ':l'c.und two people in every five ""re living in mod.ern post-war 
houses or flats. 

10. j, second figure given in the Report relrdes to the number of post-wD.r 
houses buil t by public authorities for let ting: 103,000 (as dis tinct from the 
57,000 built by private enterprise mainly, but not wholly, f':>r owner-occupation). 
This means one house, built by public authorities since the [jar for lettinG t:.) 
persons in need, for every four families o r thereabouts in uddition to the 1939 
stock. 

11. Thirdly, the Report at purc::.graph 139 brings out the fact that in LondonderrJ 
"a vast progrrunme" haG.. been carried through in the South Ward. The figure given 
for the City of Londonderrs as u whole is over 4,000 houses built or being built 
by public authorities for letting, up to September 1968. 'l'his was above the 
average for Northern Irelunc. as ::... whole, high though th~t average was. 

Northern Irel~nd ~evelopment Programme 1970-Z2 

12. In May 1968 the Government invited Professor Sir Hobert l\:att hew of 
Edinburgh, Prof:s~or 'l'~m Nilson of Glasgovi una Professor Jack Farhnson formerly 
~f the '~ueen' s, Um.ver~~ty of ~elfast and f}-0V/ of Nottinghrun ~niversity to druVl u~ 
,~ ~ro?rw!l!lle of econ~m~c, phys~cul and soc~al measures for the period 1970-75. 
~~~s ~nvolved. a rev~ew of pro€;ress lilUe.e unCleI' the j~~tthew I-lan of 1963 QUd the 
\,~lson Econor.l~C Plcn of 1965, both of which had been ,-,ccepted and ucted upon b 
the Government of Northern Ireland. .j 

13. Intensive work wus started as soon us the Consul tunts were appointed. Much 
evidence from c.. vlide range of bodies has been receiveo. and stuw.ec:., c..nd. note has 
been taken of simil.:,r econ;jmic or physical plans for other regions in the British 
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Isles and abro&d. The report of the Consultnnts is now in the final sta~es of 
prepl:...rc..tion unO. ~s Que to be published before the end of the year. It mll 
propose measures for economic expansion in a great number of fielcs ~d for 
social improvement; it wilf : ~l$q .fb.ce the problems of manl-ower, emplo~ent and 
unemployment; and the rec~en.dc.tions will bo closely related to the f~ance.s 
likelY to be availc,ble. qne qf' tfle promising fec..tures is the way in wh~ch 
physical and economic strateg~e~ 'pte ' being blended into one consistent 
prog~amme for ~he deveiopl~~nt ,>ef the whole of Northern Ireland. 

14~ Just a~ the D~ve~p:p~en,~ ~' ~?grD.l!lllle builds o~ the prograIT'JIles of. the Pl:...st, it 
looks ahead to ''t.he need f01' s~rll~lar progrumme s ~n the years follOWl.ng ~Q75. 

,. • ~I .,' • • • 

15~ 'l'his ~:f06~~Jlle ;i.S :·' $i~t;l~d out here for r.1en~i0z:. becr..~s7 it ~~ ~~e 0 m~3t 
comprehens~ve p~Gce of work lon hand, and -:. prov~deu suff~cl.ent money l.S 
b.va.ilc.ble - i.s :J.i~el{ ~o -have the greatest iiUpi.ct on ' fnvestment~' 'e'oploYtlent ani 
location. M{ll1Y ' oth~r Inquiries ""nd studies -"have been ' commis 'sioned in recent 
ye~rs ~nd eminent persons fro~ outside Northern Irel~nd ap~ointed to conduct 
theItl . for example the Benson Report on the Haih.I:...Ys; the Loc:Cwood Heport on 
Vniversities bUd other aspects of Hi&her Educ~tion; the H[~l Working Party on 
Lmployment and Unemployr.J.ent; Buildng Design PL .... rtnership Reports for planning ill 
the Belfc.st Urban Area; R. Travers l\;orgc.n Reports for transportution in the 
Belfa.st Area, to mention, only some of the most outst~ding. 

16. In vie w of the work done by these and other Consultants of the highest 
stb.ndinb und in viGW of the gre~t ~mount of cv-oper~tion biven by ~uthorities. 
priv~te enter-prise .nd individual persons ... 11 over the country, the G·overnoent 
considc.r it right t !) ewph<.lsiso the strenuous, consistent and sustc..ined efforts 
r.w.de over r.:<.1lly yef:rs to improve c~ndi tions in Northern Ireland unO. to keep on 
improvinc, them. 

The Reforms of Nover.lber 1968 

17. The violence end civil ~isturba.nces which the Cameron Conunission were a.sked 
to examine started on 5th October 1968. On 22nd November 1968 the Government of 
Northern Ireland announced. C:. series of refonJs uS follows: 
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"l. Allocation of Houses: 

'l'he Government undertook to ensure that EIoll housing authorities 
placed need in the forefront in the allocuti ::m of houses b.nd , 
thct future housing ullocr..tions would be carried out on the basis 
of ~ re~dily-understood and published scheme. 

2. Investigation of Citizens' Grievances: 

The, Goven;ment e.B:eed to consider the need for effectiv e) machinery 
to ~nvestl.gute grl.evances in an objective way, and in the c.rea of 
Cent:-al Government a.ctivity, to introduce legislation to D.. 'ppcint 0. 

Po.r1~amentary COt'.missioner for Administrutbn. 

3. lmplementction of Londonderry l'.rea Plcn: 

The Governtlent announce a. that it would tuke all possible steps to 
ensure th£.t .. pro~pt and effective .:.ction v.t)uld be t ... ken to implement 
a.Plan, des~&nGu to tr~lsform the economic and social life of the 
Cl.ty, an~ .. t~ assist this objective by the appointment of a strong, 
well-~u~~f~ed and objective Development Commission. 



4. Reform of Local Governraent includi;\€ the li'ranchise: 

The G·overnment indic&te~ its firm intention to complete a 
comprehensive refaro und modernisation of the local government 
structure viithin a period of three yea.rs - that is, by the end of 
1971 - to review the franchise in the context of the orge:.nisution, 
financing Clr.d structure of the neVI loc[.l government bodies, and to 
abolish the company vote in loc[.l goven1illcnt. 

5. Specia.l Powers: 

The Government unnouncCQ that after discussions it hud agreed with 
the United King dom Government that .. 

(i) us soon ns the Northern Ireland Government considere~ 
this could. be ':one without undue haz.:;.rd. , such of the 
Special Powers as <.:.re in conflict 'IIi th internation&l 
oblit,c.;.tiuns -jiould, as in ti1e p.:.st , be withdrd.wn from 
current use ; but 

(ii) in the event of the Northern Irel~d Government considering 
it essentic.1 to re-activatc such )lowers, the Uniteu Kint,do:a 
Government waul .... enter the necessary derogiJ.tion." /f'rom the 
oblie,atLms ilJPOsed by the l.uropem CJnven tion of Huoan 
hibhtsJ 

Progress uchieved on those Refor.ns 

18.Ttie~g table summarises briefly the action taken since November 1968 t~ 
implement the reforms wmounced d.t that time end the progress m.:.:.de in 
implementing these proposals is then examine d in detdl in the following pages. 
There is also reference to additional steps t aken by the Government to meet 
~egitimute brievUllces, and to plan for the future economic and physic~ 
u6velopment of Nortnern Ireland. 
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CHECYJ:.IST 01' .t'.CTION 'r ;:.KEN ON RE~Oill~S 

Allocution of Hous~ 

Investi&ation of citizens' 
grievances 

j 

i .4 . . 
Guidance un the principles which should un.derll.s 
any housing al~ocation scheQe prepareu by . 
Ministry of De~elopment and issue~ to hou~~n& 
authorities togoth€.r 'I':ith a mocle1 alloc:;.tJ..qll 
sche~e incorporating thcs~ ~rinciples. 

Par1ic.m.entary G~mmission for Miministration 
a.ppointee: cJllCL at i:ork by 1st July 1969. 

In ~dditiv~ 1egisl~tion to appoint ~ con~ission 
to clec.l with citizens' grievances and to set U;? 

a Community Rel<"tivns Boa.ra to be introduced in 
the ~utuon vf 1969 

----~----------~----~------------------~ 
\ 

Implewentation of LondonderI~ 
J,rec. Plun 

LOCb.l Gove;rnl':l';;~-~.J_~ 
includ~ the fr81chise 

Special Powers 

~cation of Hou~ 

Londonderry Co:nmi.ssion estC-!.blishet. in February 
1969. UrbE.nt activn taken to J?rep~re .:.ud 
expelii"te tI. Q&.jor huus ing proe,r:.:.mme for 
Lon",onde rry 

l ~ction ahead of the cu-mouncec..;. timetable with 
the publication of the second white paper in 
July 1969 end with the decision to reforo the 
locul authority franchise on a one man vne vote 
basis announced in Eay 1969 

No action possible in t~e prev~i1ing 
circumstances, but a full investig~tivn cnrrieQ 
out into the possibility of vlithdraWhl of ce :t ,lin 
Speciul Fo\.ers when circUI-:;stWlces peI"Ulit 

19. The Government <.:.ecidecl th&t the best wo:y to ensure that all housing 
uuthorities l:I.llocated their houses fairly w;;.s to issue bui6.a.nc~ to the::1 setting 
out the principles \~ich should underlie any housint allocation scheme and to 
accompany this with '" model allocation scheme incorporatinl> these principles. 
The guidance <.l.nd mo del scheme VIc..S publisheJ. in find fom after . . onsic..erable 
research and consul to.tion with muny bodies in Northern Ire1<.:nd t:.r.d G·reat 
Britain. No other Government :i)epm-tment in the united hinbdora has issued such 
c1eta.ileJ. ",J.vie€; on dlo~tions to hOllsine, a.,uthorities. 

20. The !,;inistr'.{' s proposhls Viere pub1isheJ. in June 1969 and [;.lreaey the model 
schem{;l h.::.s been L1<lopted by the Northern Ireland Housing ?rust, the three 
Development Com:nissions end the majority of lOQw cuthorities. .!11 but n few ;)f 
the remc...ining loct.l cuth;)rities have put forwar0.. Qodifieo. versions of the model 
which are consistent with the principles set out by the Kinistry. lhose 
l~uthori ties who have not yet subr.li tted any proposc~ v;ill be having early 
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meetings to discuss the problem. The respons e from hous~~ au~ho:ities has 
therefore been excellent with to date over 9q% of uutho~t~es hav~~g. . 
decided either to [,dopt the Ministry's model as it stands or a mod~f~ed vers~on 
of it. 

21 There are of course considerable administrative problems involved in 
bringing the ne w machinery into oper&tion. This [.pplies parti~ularly to 
authorities with lL-l.rge wuiting lists where it will take some t~me before th~ . 
new arr&ngements ccn be fully implemented. In t~e ~eantime, ho~~n~ &ut~or~t~~s 
have been askeu by the I,jinister tu follow the pnnc~ples of the ,,, ~n~stry s 
scherJe. 

22. Once the legislation on citizens' grie7~ces has been en~ct~d, it ~~ll be 
open to emy housing upplicant who considers tha t r, housing author~ty' s . 
allocution sche~e has been ~Jministered in d bissed way, t~ exerc~se h~s rights 
under that legislation. 

Investigution of C:iJizens' CrI'ievances: 

23. The statement of 22nd November 1968 specificcJ.ly raentioned let,islation to 
Ci.ppoint 6. Parliamentary Coomissioner for ",Jrnil1istr",tivn to investigr..te CL.ses of 
alleeed mal~wninistration by Northern Ireland Government Departments. The . 
drafting of a Bill ~d the ~dninistrative problems involved in setting up the 
Office of the l-'arlic.::lentaF.f Commissioner were urgently pursued and the Bill was 
presenteL.. to the Northern Ireland f urliament in early l.:arch 1969. 

24. l\l"ter extens ive ciebde in the Northern Iroland Parliament, ROY6.l nssent to 
the Bill V;<..S E,iV8D on 27th June 1969. It car.1e int,:) force us the Parliamentary 
Commissi.)ne r r.ct 'Northern Ir€l~nd) 1969 on 1st July 1969. Sir !..dmu.'Yl.d 
Compton, l~.C.B., I; . B.E., Parlia!:lent a.ry CO::1missioner for Ldministruti':)n in the 
Westminster rarliament 2.greed to becoillo FurliCEenk:.ry COLlQissioner in Northern 
I rele.nd nnd his office in Bedford House, :::'''s1fas.:t, became fully ,opera tional vlhen the 
provisions of the .i"ct cwne into force. 

25. The Government's stCl.te:lent of 22nd Novc:lber 1568 which prOliliset': 
l ebi s1ution to estc..blish L~ Pe.rliaosntc:.Fj COr:lr:lissionel' Office in Northern Ire ' :.:n~ 
£.:.lso gave un undertaking thc::.t considera tion would be given t.J the naed for 
effective r':lachinery to investigLLte citizens' £,rievunces in un Objective way 
outside the ~reu of central governwent L.ctivity. 

26. The Pu.rliUlil"nkry COr.l3issioner J.ct (Northern Irel1.;.nd) 1965 WU.s \.c10sely 
lilodElled on the Vle sk,inster l ee;islc.tiun of 1967 v.nJ. conse~..:.uently (;.iJ. not Lpply 
to tne uctivities of locd or public <..:.uthorities. r:Iinisters h~ve not c':irect 
responsibility for the services of i.~lese b,)(:;'ie5 u.no. the Furli1.l.ment~ry Cori'.missL)lu.~ 
for l\dl:linistrdion Wo.s therefore not enuble u. by the lebis1ution to investigat~ 
their [!.ctivities except vmere conL..ucteu. on t:n ·.,gency b.::.sis for cr ntr-<. .. l 
governwent. 

27. un 15th ;,;u.y 1969 the [·riue h inis tor a1'4'1ounceLi. th~t the Gove rnL1ent's 
considerution of th<; nec~ for r.l<:.chinery to consid0r' brievU1ces outside the 
scope of the h.J.rliaDcnttlory CO;:~lissi'oner haLi. pr'o[)resseJ. f Lr enough for it to 
conclucle that the nee(.;. for such r.1.:..chinery haG. been estL.blisheJ. He therd'o:::,e 
~rOtliseQ thc.~ l egisl<..tion 0n this c,Juiplex subject woulQ be intrQc::.uce~ W1C p::.sseol 
~to " law uur~~ ~he :present session. He 1"roDiseu tha.t c. SystE.:D of investig&ti')ll 
v~oulG. be _ prov~de(c v.zluch woulc. cOUlplement the fcrliur.,cntur,y Coz;uuis sioner sys teu 
und •· .. o~~ cov:,r t1d~(tl~linistr[,tion (in b. broz.0. sense) by locul ",r public ,. 
Ci.uthor~t~es, ~nclucl~ng any foro .)f c.llege;;d iraproper bics or discrimin",ti~n on 
uny grounds by u. public bocJy or <.<.uthuri ty L~bains t ... citizen. 
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28. Work on the l:.rc:f'ting of the legisldion hns proceede-:" urgently but the 
necessary consultc.tion,.; on all the detb.ils uf the l)rOposals h .. ~ve not jet. been 
cOG1pletecl. Nevertheless the broo.(~ outlino of the propos ... ls ci1I"l now be 6~ven. 
It is proposeG. thnt the Bill v.ill be presented. c:.:.f'ter the end of the suwmer 
recess to provide £'-;)1' the ..:.ppointl:lent oJf [~ C()r.u:Ussioner end st<..ff wh;) Vlill ded.l 
\'Iith citizens 1;h0 clL..iriL t ·.) hev\;) suffered. grievc.l1ces. C::>mplaints will be 
receive ..... L;.irect bj the Cor ... -;lissioner c~nil ,';ill not be ch:..nn61le ... through MeG1bers 
of F[~rlit.or.1ent or loc ... l Councillors L:.nd lilderr,wrl . l'hc Corar."iissioner will not 
only investigu.te clleg;;..tions of r.lt.lu<l.!"ilinistl'8.ti·;m but in the Ci:.se of ;;,.ny 
cOILlplu.ints v,hich he fincls to be b€;nuine ~·.ill en~et.::.vour to u.chieve conciliL.tion 
by persu<.l.si.m. In ruos t C[~S6S this shoulll en,.blc any genuine brievLl1ces to be 
set LIed., but if need be re~,ress nay be suu[)ht in the County Courts. There will 
be sufebu ... ru.s u.gi:~inst frivoluus or vcx ..... tious conpl,;dnts so thc.t (.hese will not 
slow up the whole tl£,chinery anu so frustr"te the investi&u.ti,m <-.nd settleIilent 
of genuine bri~v~.nces. 

29. The Government <.:.ls ·,) believe thc.t u. v<~ucble part c ... n be plc.ye~ by i.J, 

COILlr.lUnity rtelations B :.)~ru u.n~ hE~ve u.lre[.(.y wm.;;unceQ that they will provide for 
its estu.blishment. l'his will be wne either in the legislc.ti.Jn to Jed with 
t,rievances or in e. sepu.ru.te Bill. Such Co Boo.rQ would hc.ve the priwi;,ry tu.sk of 
i u.provine, und restoring h<..n;·,onious COli1i.luni ty rela.tions, buth by its own efforts 
wd by co-oruinc.tin& [:JlJ. 2..ssisting the o.ctivi ties 'J£' other bo~ics with siILlilar 
1...ir:ls . J,ssist~.nce Vlould include finWlciu.1 help <...llG. the BOLru. VJoule:;. also be 
,-vailc.l.ble I'llI' consultation by the Co~issioner - who v;vuld hiI;lself by G. ;;lember 
of it - , ,Jl;:... ;1iCD08rS could be uske\.l. to rent:.cr hiw. c.irect u.ss istu.nce in indiviC.uL:.l 
cu.ses. 

30. Thec..ri6f J.escription of the prop()suls v/hich U.re being consid.cre14 shows 
whc.t the Dc,in -:"ifferences will be between the Pt.rli~mentL:.ry COQL1issir.mer 1,ct of 
1969 und the ne'li letSislc.tion. It will, howe.ver, be il!lport.1nt t;) ensure thc.t 
both systei.1S work closely together cnd the legisl c:tion will inclutle .provisions 
liesigneu to <.>chieve this end . PJr GXl.!:.1'ple., the PL:.rli[.ucntury Cor:.ois sione I' 
hirilself will be appointe ,. ex officio LS U iTleubcr of the new CQI;lmunity Relc:.tions 
Boerd. 

31. MeI:lbers of P~.rli&L1ent will hc.v€ no G.irect involver.1ent in the investige.t ~vn 
of in(livid.u<J.l ce.ses under the new lebish.tivn but both the neVi COILlr.lissioner .:\nl 
the ?oI:lI!lunity Relations Boc.r~ will be rey,uireJ to subr.1it wmud reports to 
l·i;orl~c.Ulent . 

~r.reler.lentwti.:m 'of L~clon<1erry l~reu Fli.ill 

32. In ord~r to set up the Lon • ..onderry ueveloprJent CJfL1oission, the Ne ', Towns 
}~meniliuent B~ll hcc.J. to be pn.sseu by Parlic.hHmt. The Bill Wb.S intro~<uceu on 4th 
uece~ber 1968 . 2IlU in the splice of only c week h[.~ passe~ throUGh ull its 
F~rl~Ju6nt(.;.ry st~'bes, reccivine:, Roy,~l .Hssont on 12th VCc6i,lber 19h8. 

33. On 5th }l'ebruc.ry 196~, the Lon,,-onc.en'y 1-ire : ~ vesignc.tion urJer (rbrthe m 
1relu.nd) 1969 yw.s D[,Lle uesignuting the ureu of' lL:.nJ cOL1~rising the C:lunty 
Borou{;;h of'. Lon..lonclerry ...nd the ituru.l vistrict '.:>f Lonl.l.onderrj cs i;,l1 u.re<'.. to be 
uevelope" ~n <.:.ccor(l.w:ce with the Nev·' 'l'OV'iUS l~Ct (Northern Irclc:.nJ.) 1965, tinll. on 
the SUllie u.£.i.~ the lon~,an~erry Develupr.ient Co:mis si~n Order ( Northe m I relu.nd) 
1965 VluS iilaue est[~bl~sh~ng the Couul1issi.m L.n~ .:..ppointing the Iiler:.bers of it. 

34. By the OJ,~~er, hr. BriM Lurion , ]:'. J, .1., vms L~ppointetl Chdrmt:n uf the 
CUfmssion WlC. j.jr. Stephen EcGon~le , Vice-Ch[~ir;;;[;.!l. Other lil6l11bers t!ppointell to 
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the Commission were - }.Ir. J.S. l\g;;.te. O.B.E., B.Sc., C.Eng., il .r,;.I.Mech.E., 
f '.l.Plant.E., H.B.I.!:.; I~ r. J.T. Euton, T.D ., J~P.; Dr. H. F. Keys, J.P. ; 
Mr . J.B. McGuckian, B.Sc .(Econ.); Col. L.D .R. She11nir, O.B.E., T.D., D.L.! . 
Ilir. '1'. Gulh .. gher end Mr. R.G. Toland, J.P. '£he first meet~ of th: Comm~ss~on 
Wb.S held on 7th l!'ebruo.ry 1969, in Lonc1onderry. On 3rJ. Lpr:;..l 1969, ~t took over 
the municipul functions of Londonderry Cuunty Borough tilld Londonderry Rural 
District Councils. The CI.)r.unission hus c':'P!JointeLl h r. G·.J. BryWl, C.j·~ .G., C.V.o., 
A B 1.' Ai C .::.s their General li: un,_ger. j.;;r. Bryun , who ut the tiLle of .. ."., .. , . 
uppointment Wl;J.S hec.cl of' the Isle of };i<:l!l Civil Service took up duty in m~d-M ... y 
1969. 

35. The t,reu over which the Co~~ission's responsibilities exten~ comprises 
some 2 200 acrf.S in the City of Lonu.onderry and 83,0(,0 c~cres in the foruer , . 
Lon~onderry rturul ~istrict (knOYID ~s Londonderl~ urb~ District w~th effect 
from 2nd .april 1969). '£he respective i"of>ul;;,ti:ms ht present c..re b.pJ?ro;dmc..tely 
56,000 t\Ilc;. 25,000 end by 1981 it is expecte J. .:;.h;,t the totw. i"opulr.tion of the 
combined t;.reti will be of the or<le r of 100,000. 

36. The J?rime tc..sk of the Comraissi.)n will continue to be the re.pid 
iruplementation of the Londonderry i .. re 2. :r-lan v/hich wa s prep::..red by the JEWles 
Munce Partnership c·.nd Vias genert:.lly we1coIae.l by the community in Lonuonderry 
when it was publishe~-" early in 1968. . 

37. The j-, r('E. l-Ln sets out two princip£.l tu.re;ets - the ~rov~s~on of 10,000 new 
houses (to .... c c.t current end future neecls) unc. 12,0\10 new jobs (6,000 in 
lllaIlufa.cturin(., il1G.us"tl"Y ~a 6,000 in service industry) by the ye a.r 1981. It 
t:.lso outli."'loS the ~rovision of Gll the uIaeni ti(;s, including roads, wc.ter c-nd. 
sewerage services, shopping, co~crcial, recre c.tional, open spa.ce , cultural end 
eclucationc.;,l f c'.ci1ities necessary for a moaern, thriving city unil surrounding 
area. 

38. This progrc..rn:ne will involve c:.. tot<.:.l cG<.pit8.l investment of £110 rJillion (dot 
tOGa.y's prices) in the Flan period, une.. fully £ 77 million of this is expected t .) 
be spent in the next seven ye urs . Thre e -y,u ... trte r s of the 1;0 tol cb.pit [1.1 inves tmeni; 
v.ill be in the public sector on houses, ro[..ds, f[cctories, schools, re
clevelopment ~rojects and other b~sic Services. 

39. Recognisin3 that housing :i s one of LonJ.onclerry's [.lost urbent and. pressing 
needs, the COI:llIlission has given a. top ,t'riority to this subject c:..ncl I::'.. crc..sh 
builcliIlf, progra-rnIne hes, in conjunction with the Northern Ireland Housing Trust 
been instituted to provide over 3,500 new hones - one-third of' the Are.::. Plu.n ' 
t a rbet - during the next four years. Close on 1,000 of these houses bre 
expected. to be cO:~1pleteG by the summer of next ye{;:.r. 

40. The first 350 houses c.re tilre t:.uy bein& built in the new resL.entiul nreu, 
plunneG. to c.cco;nmoG.C:.te 15,OOO-20,COO people, \,:hich is beinG d.evel. peG. at 
Ba.1~YCl.rnett-ShCUlt e.11ovl , north-west of the City, 'while the re-clevelopment 
proJects for SOl:1e of the older residenti~J. ure(...s of the City U.re being pusheC: 
cllea.d. 

41. ~.hi1e the j,iinistry of COfJmerCe will contir:ue to be res ')onsible for 
e~COUrf.,6ing neVi inC.ustriul develoPQent in the ['.ret., the Cor~ission will huve b 

v~t2..l role ~o _ pl ... ~y. in iIaprovint, and cleveloJ?ing the area.' s uttro.ctions us u Qo1jl)r 
centre for ~n<lustrJ.c·l expension. 

42. .H.lreaClyJ excellent pr-0€:,ress h'-!.s been [Jade in iI;lplementing th0 jobs t a rget 
set down in the ,, ~re[~ Flun for in the pt.st three ye ,~rs sUccessful negotiations 
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huve been completed with no fewer th&.n 12 new fin"Js u.'1G.. these, l>lus a. number of 
r.l!:l.jor expansion projects, incluuil'l£ t -/iO new tlOll-:-mul:.e fibre plents (.l.t D~ pont's 
Ma.yc:.own cor.1plex, will provide {:l, tot",l of 4,500 Jobs. Of these, 2~.300 . were 
ner'otid.ted in 1968 o.nd this Vic.S one-thirl. ;)f the tokJ, jobs negotJ.ute(! for the 
wh~le of Nvrther{l IrelanC!. in th;;..t yec.r. Rpproxir.H,;.tely one-thirc::. of' a.ll 
Int.ustriul Devel',)p~1ent expenui ture in 1967-68 'jIb S for the Londonderry ~re C' . • 
Few other to~ns L~ the Lnite~ Aing~ra ha.ve experienceJ ~ hieher r~te of 
<.!.ttraction of' ne '[: industry in L cOr.lpc..rc.ble pe riod. FJr too r:lany yeL.rs 
LonC"onderry has been over depcnC.ent on the shirt Llulluf',.;.cturing industry, but 
with these lutest :projects anc::. the fi:l.'LlS which have b.lrei.~dy estc.blishe.l 
fttctories in the [~reu. LonQonderry is well on the V/u;y to beCOI.1ing {:l, highly 
diversified. inL • .ustri:.u centre. 

4.3. ~'I lraos t one million squG.re feet of fi.:l.ctvr;>T spnea (t:..pc..rt from the 1u Font 
complex) has been or is being provided by the ;;'inistry of Commerco und sowe of 
this will be ",vailfl.ble in the for:-.l of' uuv;;;.nce factories at the Government 
in(;.ustriul estates c.:.t r~ayLlovm £illU. 3J?rinc;town. 1. w ... jor Govemr.lent Tr{;'.ining 
Centre, which is vitcl to the <'.reu.' S future in<lustrial u.evelopklent needs, is 
nov. fully operb.tionuJ. ,-, t ~.:[,yi:.o '\'m. 

44. The recent ('~isturb"-nccs in Lonu.unc:..-;;rry h[\ve cle2.rly m.::.(,e the tc:..sk of 
implewenting the 1.ree Plun r:lUch .. ,are c:.ifficult especi0.l1y in rel[..tion to the 
<.,ttr(.;.ction of new ind.ustricl invest:r.ent to the c rea. .t;ccordingly the eulploymen~ 
ti...rgets lL.i.~ d07X1 i.n the Plc.:n ,dll be har<ler to ':1.tto.in. However the Northern 
Irelund Govcrn;:J '.;nt t'.re :leternined th:...t the gre at r:lomentUI:l built up before the 
disturbl.:..nccs v,ill not be lust nne;. will hlong with the Lono.onderry CotU:lission 
press t...he4'~ urgently v;ith the t usk of' converting 0.ll imLLginative Plan into 
re ality. 

Ref'orra of Locu.l Government Incluc:.inL the ~Ir.:.n~i= 

45 The stutement of 22n(;. Nover.lber m.::.c..e it cleLr that the question of the 10c:::1. 
government frunchise \1b.S intir.u ... tely bound up ,lith the vmole process of local 
government reform which beg<:n in March 1966, y/hen the Northern Irelancl 
Government announceQ their intentions of openill6 c.iscussion on the re-shilpin~ ~f 
local government. Since I':2..rch 1966 , the reforr,1 uf local governoent, includi G 
the ~uestion of the locu.l government fr~nehiseJ h~s been expedite~ as follows: 

46. Firstly! ~cl.lks were initiu.teu. between Government and representL .. tives of the 
local ~uthor~t~es; und rese urch and studies were initiated by Government into 
the w~ny prob1ews involve~. 

47. On 20th, Deceober 1567, fvlloVline-, this prelit:in<..:ry stage, u White P b.per; 
1he Re-ShapJ.Ilg vi' 1.oc0.1 Government; stu.ter.:ent of "ilr.S (CmL. 517) WaS presented t ..) 
~i.1.rliament, ",ntt v:cs t:..ebatec" in tho House of Cor.u:-:ons on 21st Februa ry 1968. The 
l~ L1.J?er outl~ned ~n gcner~l tcn.:;s the Governr:lent' s prop-:.s eJ.s for.::. ,lew locru. 
fiovernoent systeJJ ['..l1 '~ invited discussion on then. 

~.8. Intensive dn(;. l~et (,;.ilel... negotiatiuns with the 10c,,"1 authorities followed tha 
VJ hite Paper; consult c:..tions also took f'lrc .. c€: Vlith DUlY other interests. 

49. 1/hile these ,:iscussions and nGgotiL.tions were under wuy, the Government 
announced the following decisions: 
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(1) to h~ve Q n~w local government system in operation by 1971 
(announced ~n the 22n~ Nover:lber 1968 t Government st~tement); 



( 2) to ~bolish the COOPL~y vote in 10c£Q governwent (unnounced in 
the 22110. Noveruber 1968, Governuent st.:.tement); 

to postpone the locLl governoent elections orCinu.rily due in 
1970 until 1971 (WIDuunce J. in May 1969); 

to il1tro{·.uce in tice for these elections universl.1 <.,QuIt 
f ,', yo h~ 1.' e "one ~., .yo on'" Vv- te" (GIlnounce d in 1,:U"\1 196q ). ru. .. c ... s e, •• , ,:.u..o.., v " , 

50. On 2nd July 1969, substantially eurlier then the promiseJ publication dute 
of the u.utuiUIl of 1969 ale, following a massive series of further c.iscussions 
nnd negotiations, t . seconC ~\'hite Pu.per: the .8.e-ShE.ping of Local Governr.lentj 
Ii'urther Proposf.ls (Cmc.. 530) was presented t;) PEorliaoent. This PC.per sets out 
in wore c.etc.il (inclucint a mup of the new ~~reas proposed) the Government's 
fin;) proposals for t:l. new 10c8.1 government systco. It emboc.ies the. unc.er
takings oentioned in the previous p~r&Brc.ph, e.s well e.s ml underkking tv 
[,ppoint GIl inCepenc.ent stc..tutory Commission to determine the elect.:>rcl 
divisions of the new local government Areas. Public hee.rings will be 
instituteC. wherever und whenever re,!uirec::. so thut proposals for electoral 
divisions and objections to them muy be openly c.iscusseC und reported. 

51. Further c.nC!. ouch more C!.etc.ileu. und specific c:.msultc.tions hc.ve .::..lree.Cly been 
started with the loc~ e.uthorities und other interests on the basis of this 
second V:fhite Pepcr. 'l'he ndvice given in the Comeron Report, paragraph 231, in 
fuvour cf the o&<ing of senior und principal appointments in loc~ government 
by some centr.::..l .:;.uthority or of the crec.tion of one unified public service to 
C!.ischc..rgs t!10 8x8 cutive functions of both central c.nd 10co1 government, raises n. 
special difficulty in thd, since 1966 the Government hc.ve been negotiating with 
local c.uthorities on the assuoption th.::.t they Vlould. continue to employ and 
~ischarge their own staff; an~ that there should merely be cQ~eQ ~ Interim 
Staff Commission to supervise the tr~nsfer of existin(;; staff from the old. to th.} 
new authorities. To ad.opt either of the tw.:> courses recommendeJ. in par~,grllph 231 
would mean 0. ra.Ll.i.cw. change in policy Dond would inevitc.bly entail c. serious 
alterction in the power c.nd stc.ndin6 of local Councils. The Government vdll 
ec.rnestly exc.cine the new situc.tion created by this - obviously cure fully 
considereel - :...d.vice unO. refer it specb.J.ly to one of the li orking P.:;.rties 
oentionecl in parngraph 61 below. 

52. On 3rci July 1969, the Government also published a Green Pecper which contuins 
p~posals fol:' Co new integrated structure for the Health and i'!elfare Services. 
Discussions with ::'.11 the interests concerned o.re tc.king place on the basis of 
this Paper. 

53. On 3rd July 1969, elsa, the Hinister of Eu.ucc.tion ~nounced. th£.t he was 
undertaking Co reviev: of the structure of the Eclucation and Public Library 
Services. Discussions .J.bout this h<..ve <..lre;;.Cy opened. The Govemment's time
t.:;.ble for 10c.:.1 government refonn remains firmly aimed :::ot the elccti::m of new 
l.rea Councils UnL~Gr c neVi structure in the autumn of 1971. 

54. '.the time-table requires thc.t the new local government nreas should be 
finally settle0. before the end of' 1969; that the electoral divisions of the new 
Areas shoulcl be dcte nninecl by early 1971; thc.t problems should be ex.::.mined 
urgently by Working Parties and m.::.jor 1egislo.tion enacted in time for the 1971 
target date. 
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Special Powers 

55. Although the withdrawal of such of the Special Powers as wer~ in conflict _'
with the United l'Cinf,dom's internati::mal obligations was proposed 1.n the statement. 
of 22nd November 1968 the Northern Ireland Government has felt unable in the 
situa.tion persistinL ~ince the:.t time to withdraw any of the provisions of the 
Special Fowers legislation. The soundness of' this attitude was endorsed by 
the United Y.int;dom Prime Minis ter when he stated 1 : 

"I believe that there would hc::.ve been a ready .md speeds response 
to our proposuls concerning the Speoial powers bot in j.pril and that 
they would he.va been considered by Capta.in O'Neill's Government but 
for the devash.ting explosions .::nd the damc.ge which they did to 
thousands of citizens who had their water and other essential services 
cut off. In those oircumstances, not u. Government in the world would 
have gone on with wha.t was proposed conoerning speoial powers until 
they were assured tha.t there would. be a period of laVI, order, peace, 
oalm and quiet". 

Joint Declar;ation of i:..Ufiust 1969 

56. Following a meeting at 10 DOYIDing street on 19th i.ue,ust 1969, a 
Leclaration 'was issued by the United Kingdom Government and the Northern 
Irelan& Gove:~ment in these terms: 

"1. ''::he United Kingdom Government re-t.l.ffinn that ~othing which has 
happened in recent weeks in Northern Irelancl derogates from the 
clear pledges mcde by successive United Kingdom Governments that 
Northern Ireland should not cease to be a part of the United Kingdom 
without the oonsent of the };eople of Northern Ireland or from the 
provision in Seotion 1 of the Ireland ;.ot 194~ thu.t in no event will 
Northern Ireland or GIly part thereof' cease to be part of the United 
Kintdom without the consent of the Parli[-tr:lent of Northern Ireland. 
The Border is not an issue. 

2. 'l'he United :tU-nedom Government c.gain affirm that responsibility 
for affairs in Northern Irel.::nd is entirely a m~tter of domestic 
jurisdiction. The United Kingdom Government will t~e full 
responsibility for asserting this principle in cll internutional 
relationships. 

3. The United l'J.ngdom Government have ultimate responsibility for the 
pr~tection of those who live in Northern Ireland when, as in the pc..st 
week, a breal:down of law and order has occurred. In this spirit the 
Vnited l\.i.ngc:.om Government respondeo. to the requests of the North~rn 
~reland Government for militar.'Y assistc.nce in Londonderry ,:,nd Belfast 
~ order ~o restore l3o\"J and order. They emphasise agdn that troops 
vTJ..ll be w1.thdrawn when law und order hc.s been restored. 

4. The Northe:n Ireland Government pa.ve been informeq. that troops 
h~ve been prov1.ded on a temporary basis in accordance with the United 
Kingdom's ultimate responsibility. In the context of the cO(llIJJitment 
of these troops, the Northern Ireland Government have re-affirmed 
their intention to take in~o the fullest account at all times the 

I House of Commons: Official Report." 22nd'" 1969 r:Lay , 
Column 667. 
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views of Her l~ajesty' s Government in the United h.int;dom, especially in 
relatbn to matters affectinb the st~tus of citizens of tha t part of the 
United iSngdom and their equal rights and l:-'l'otection under the law. 

5. rhe United Kine;dom Government h<...ve v;elcomed the decisions of the 
Northern Ireland Government in rele.tion to Local Government franchise, 
the revision of Local Government areas, the cllocation of houses, the 
creation of a Parliamenta~ Commissioner for hdministration in Northern 
Ireland anc3.. mL,chine~ to conside r citizens' grievances <...gainst other 
public authorities which the Prime }!.inister reported to the House _ of 
Commons at Westminster following his meeting with Northern Ireland 
Jdnisters on 11!ay 21 as demonstrating the determination of the Northern 
Irelanu Government that there shall be full e~uality of treatment for 
all citizens. Both Governments have agreed that it is vitul that the 
momentum of internal reform should be maintdned. 

6. The t wo Governments at their meeting at 10 Dovming street today have 
re-affirmed that in all legislation an~ executive decisions of 
Government every citizen of Northern Ireland is entitled to the S3me 

equality of treatment and freedom from discrimin~tion as obtains in the 
rest of the United Kin{.dom. irrespective of political views or religion. 
In their future meet inbs the two Governments will be guieced by these 
mutually accepted principles. 

7. ~:inc.lly, both Governments .:;.re determined to take all possible steps 
tj r 2store normality to the Northern Ireland community so that economic 
developmen-c can p~'oceed at the faster rate which is vital for social 
stability . " 

The Polic~ 

57. On 26th August 1969. the Government of Northern Ireland set up an ndvisory 
Board consisting of Baron Hunt, C.B.E., D.S.O., Sir James Robertson, C.B. E., 
Chief Constable of Glasgow and. tJr. Robert rf.ark, 'l .P.M., Deputy Commissioner of 
the London Metropolitan Police. Their Terms of Re ference (ire "to examine the 
recruitment, organisation, structure end composition of the Royal Ulster 
Constubul~r~ and the Ulster Special Constabulu~ ~d their respective functions; 
and to recommend, as necessc.ry, whc.t changes are required to proviae for the 
efficient enforcer:lent of law <:ond order in Northern Ireland". 'this Ldvisory 
Board started work immediately. 

The ~cG..rman Tribul1£+ of Inquir;y 

58. On 27th .c.ugust 1969, the Parliament of Northern Irelana c.dopted a. Notice of 
!.:otion put forward by the Prime Minister of Northern Ireland in the followine:; 
terms : 

"That ~t. is expedient that a. l'ribunal boo established for inquiring into 
a. deflnl.te rJC~t~e~ of. u rgent publi~ importance, the! is to say, the 
vlolen~e and. clvll dlstur~W1ce whlch occul'::ed ~t Lvc.rious places and 
at v~rlous tlmes fro~ j ,p,?l to l~ugus~ 19621 ane.. the responsibility for 
the acts then resultlng In loss of Ilfe , fersonal injury end damage to 
prope rtl ." 

The.l'ribU:lal was set up with wide powers under the 'l'ribunuls of Inquiry 
(Evldence) A~t ~921.and started work at once. The Chairmw is Mr. Justice 
Scc.~an~ u dlshngulshed English High Court Judge anc::. Chairma.n of the L~w 
Commlsslon; the other }.~effibers are !.!r. George L/;wer,y c..nd Mr. Williem Marshall. 
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Visit of the Home SecretaEY 

59. The British Home Secretary, the :at. Hon. James Callagh:m, !¥;:F.) paid a 
visit to Northern Irelanc, lasting from Wednesday, 27th, untl.l Fnday, 29th 
August 1969. In the course of carr:; ine. out a pr.rticulcrly strenuous programme 
~:'r. Callagh<m, and Lord ~tonham who accompanied him, met a great many people 
and he ard a wide r cnge of views. The observation Vii th which the Home 
Secretury opened his concluding conference vuth the ;re5s, radio and television 
may be usefully and properly ~uoted: 

"Let me first of' all say Co word about the background. I think the world 
should know that 95 per cent of' Northern Ireland is livin[ in peace and that 
the affairs of' the country are beint., conducted normally" • 

~he Northern Ireland Government vdsh to pay a most sincere tribute to the 
work and the achievements of the Home SecretaFJ and Lord Stonh~ and look 
forward to a further visit or visits. 'I'hey believe th/:.t much good hes clready 
resulted from the Home Secretary's endeavours Md they readily acknowledge the 
value of the help and support which he - [~nd the British Government - has given 
them. 

60. A communi~ue was issued by the Gove~nment of Northern Ireland on the 
evenine, of 29th ;'Llbust 1969 in the following terms: 
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"1. iJuring his visit to Belfc..st. the Home Secretary, 1/.1'. Jc..mes 
C 2.11~ghlln ::[>.s invited to ~ttend two meetings '-/ith the Northern Ireland 
C~binet> Qn 27th and 29th August ; ~t the second meeting the Home 
Secre t.J.ry VJas c..ccomp:.mied by the Minister of state, Home Office, 
Lord stonham. 

2. Her I::o.jesty' s Government in the United ld.ngclom have re-affirmed 
the pledges previously given that Northern Ireland vdll remuin a part 
of the United Kingdom as long as its Parliament ane. people so wish, 
~d hnve cssured the Northern Irelnnd Govel~ment th~t this position is 
unaffected by recent events. 

3. The Home Secretary noted two measures clready taken as being of 
p~rticular importance in the restoration of confidence: the establishment 
in pursuance of Resolutions by the Northern Ireland Parliament of a 
tribunal of intt.uiry under thE; chairmanship of l~ r. Justice ScarmW1 to 
inquire intI;) the recent grave disorders; and by the Northern Irele..nd 
Government of an Ldvisory Bo[.;.rd, under the chairmanship of lord Hunt, 
to exnmine tho recruitment, organisation, structure and cooposition 
of the h.U.C. and U.S.C. end their respective functions; and to 
rec"?~end, e,g necessaI:Y, -Nhat changes are required to provice for the 
eff~c~ent enforcement of law ~nd order in Northern Irelr.nd. The 
necessity for an early report was emphasised on both sides. 

4. The No r thern Ireland },:inisters reported to the Home Secretary on 
~he. progre~s being. malie ~i~h the ref~rms E'.lrec:.ct' ann~unced. 'rhey 
~form~d h~m tha~ ln add~tlon to leglsla tion already pes sed to 
est~bl~sh a Parl~amenta~ Commissioner in Northern Ireland, they intend 
t~ 1~t7oduce le~~slation to establish machinery for the investigation 
of c~t~z~nst grlevances against local authorities or other public 
.:luthor~t~es. This legislation would embody, as an ultimde sanction , 
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provision for remedies in the courts. 'rhey explaine d that the points 
scheme for the allocation of local £.uthority houses was noVi in operation 
in all local authority areus pendinG consiCi.eration by the 1.1inister of 
Development of the comments of particular authorities on the application 
of' such schemes in their arec.s . 'l'hereafter the 1!.inister WJuld approve 
permc.nent schemes only if they were based on this principle. 

Attention was drawn to the Northern Ireland Government's 'IVhite 
Paper on Re-Shaping of Local Government published in July which 
embodied firm proposals for the designation by an independent body of 
the electorcl. divisions within the new local government areas. The 
latter proposal Vlill be implemented by legisL,ticn this Session. 

The Home Secretary also noted the Northern Ireland Government's 
decision to introduce legisl~tion to s et up a Community Relations Board 
to promote good relations between all sections of the community. Half 
the members of the Bo£',rd would be Protestant end half Romnn Catholic. 

5. RecObnising as they do the need to maintcin the momentum of reform, 
Northern Irele,nd Ministers intend to c:msider the accelerated recall of 
Parliument to press on with me~sures #hich ~re now being prepared, with 
a view to their early enactment. 

6. lhe Northern Ireland lCinisters informed the Home Secretary that 
cpart i'n m four persons who were being chLrged with criminal offences all 
detl..inee s hi~d been releused. 

'The H(';~ile Secretary informed the Northern Ireland Cabinet thc.t the 
Vnited Kinsdom Government had ag reed to make a grnnt of £250,000 in order 
to relieve the present distress in Northern Ireland. It vlil l be used: 

(a) to relieve the immediate distress of individuals by 
providinL clothing, food, meCical care and essential 
fUl~iture (e.g. be ds , bedding and cooking utensils); 

(b) to spread. the money as far as pos sible t ·;) satisfy the 
most urgent needs; ~d 

( c) to provic..e a small cash grant whe r e provisi::m in kind 
is not appropriate. 

The grant will take the form of a contribution to the Ulster 
Innocent Victins Lppeal }'und. 

? In their discussions Hinisters he.d very much in mind the affirmation 
111 paragraph 6 of ~he joint Declaration made at D01~ing Str8~t on 19th 
l,ugust) Of. the ~nt~tlernent of every citizen of Northern Ireland to the 
~ame equal~ty of treE..tment and freedJm from discrimination at; obtc.ins 
~n ~h~ rest of the United Kingdom, irrespective of political views or 
rel~g~on. 

8. It has been ",greed that effective action in the fOllowing fields is 
fundamental to the creation of confidence:-

( i) 
\ E ,~.ua:ity o~ o.pp~rtunity f07' ~ll in .pu~lic employment , without 

regaJ. cl to :rel~g~ous or pol~t~cnl cons~derations. 
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(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

Pr~tection against the incitement of hatred against any citizen 
~n the grounds of religious belief. 

Guc.~ranteed fairness in the allocation of public D.uthori ty 
housing, with need, [,ssessed by objectiv e c r iteria , as the 
only relevcnt yardstick. 

Effective means not only for the investigation of grievances 
D.g~inst public bodies, but for their u~timate :edress if 
concilic.tiJn and other procedures a r e J.neffectl.ve. 

Proper F"t'resentation Olf minorities ~ to be assured at the 
elected levels of government by completely fair electoral l<:.ws, 
practices and bound~ries ~ ~d at nominated or appointed levels 
by a recognition that such mino r ities have a right to en 
effective voice in affairs. 

9. The Government of Northern Ireland have accordingly sought the co
operation of the Home Secret<:.ry in setting up JOL'1t Viorking Parties of 
officials of the two Govelnments to exgmine the extent to which the 
Government of Northern Ireland 's present practice or pledged commitments 
adequ~tely ensure 

(i) the fair allocation of houses by public authorities ; 

(ii) t he avoi 0..ance of f:illy discriminc.tion in any form of public 
employment; and 

(iii) t h e promotion of good comounity ralations by methods including 
the prohibition of incitement to religious h~ tred 

wei to report to the Government of Northern Ireland within a matter of 
weeks. 

10 . To mark the great importance he a ttaches to the promotion of good 
community relo.tions the Prime Minister of Northern Ireland h~s int:'.:;~+'eu his 
intention to designate a Minister with special responsibility for th.::.t 
subject. 

11. 1.t the request of the Northern Ireland Government a mission of 
representatives from United Kingd om Departments concerned with economic 
and social e.ffairs (including the 16nistry of 'fe chn::>logy, the Board of 
Trade and the Department of Economic 1.ffairs) will visit Northern Irel<:.nd 
at ~ very early date to assess the economic and industrial prospects in 
the light of' recent events. 

12. 'rhe Hame Secretary assured Northern Irelan .... Hiniste rs of the 
readiness of himself and his colleagues to help in ~y way possible in 
r.ny steps thc.t would l e ad to c. better life for the vlhole community in 
Northern Ireland , and to an eliminati')n of the root cc.uses of many of the 
grievances which have been expressed. 

13. The Home Secretary joined with the Northern Ireland Cabine t in 
.::.ppealing to ~ll citizens of Northern Ireland to use their influence to 
restore he rmony between ~ll sections of the community in the interests of 



the well-being and prosperity of the Province. The Home secret,a::r ?c..id 
that speeqy implementation of the reforms alre ady announ~ed ana ~ct~on 
following the future studies would go f e.r to reduce tens~on ~~d restore 
confidence and des~rved a co-ope rative respons e from all sect~ons of the 
community in Northern Ireland. 

14. The Home Secreta ry readily c..ccepte d the invi~ati~n of the Northern 
Ireland Cabinet to pay another visit to Belfast ~n m2d-October for 
discussion of the conclusions reached by the dorking pa:-ties and ~f the 
action to be taken as a resul t of the report of the ltdV2S0ry Bot.rn on 
th.e police." 

Workine: Parti~ 

61. In accordance with the decision recorded in thut communique, Working 
Parties consisting of officials of both Governments huve already been set up 
and are c.t work. 

Visit of United IS}-ngdom Officials 

62. .hrrangernents are in hand for a visit . or visits by officials of the. 
l,:inistry of Technology, the Board of 1'rade and the Department of Econom2c 
~ffairs tJ assess economic and indus trial p~spects in the light of recent 
events. 

Community Relations 

63. On 18th li.ugus t 1969 the Prime Minister of Northern Ireland cdle d a large 
body of people in v c.rious o.spects of public life tJ a Peace Conference c.t 
stormont Castle. Ls a result a Committee, under the Chainnanship of 
Mr. Stephen V;cGon~'.gle, c. leading Tracie Unionist, was set up .;.Ild is meeting 
fre.;tuently. 

64. The Prime Minister intends to designate a Minister for Community Rele.tions. 
'rhe precise nature and scope of his responsibilities will be unnounced to 
Parliament when it sits again. 

65. The Government look forward to a st ec..dy improveElent in c')mmunity relations. 
This cannot be achievt~ -i bJi Government acti:m c.lor.e,; the roWlY measures surrunarise 1 
in this Paper need to be complemented by the wise, courageous and persistent 
efforts of all responsible persons of every religious faith. bs opportunity 
offers, representation for minorities on statutory bo ards and advisory bodies 
~~ll be increased , but appointments vdll continue to be on ~ basis of merit, 
experience and sui to.bility, not primarily on a basis of' religion. 

The Baillie Repo~ 

66. The references c..t pc..ragraphs 177 end 230 of the C &~eron Report to a Report 
by County Inspector Baillie are references to an internel report within the 
Royal Ulster Constc.bulL'..ry. l'his Vias mt-de available in full to the Cruneron 
Commission; and County Inspector Baillie himself appeared ~s a witness. On 
3rd September 1969, the Inspector-Generc.l announced that he had preferred 
&isciplinary chnrges agc.inst sixteen members of the :B'orce. County Inspector 
Baillie had rec~mmended crimine1 proceedings agc.inst two folicemen but the 
LttOlney-General decided not t.l authorize such proceedings bec~use of the 
general amnesty which had been granted at the time irl question. The Government 
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regard this aspect of the matter is now closed so far as public action is 
concerned. 

Parliament 

67. Parlib.lIlent was recalled from Summer Recess on 'l'hursday, 14th 1.ugust 1969, 
&nd aguin on Yle dnes day ,27th ... ugust 1969. ll.lthough Parlic.ment stvnds 
adjourne!i until ?1id-october , the Government intend to recommend to the 
Speakers th~t bJth Houses be recalled on 30th September 1969, in order to 
debate the Cameron Report tog~ther with this Commenta~; and to pursue 
expediti~usly their continuing pr~gr&~e of reform including measures dealing 
with electoral la.w, werd boundaries ana. m<.chine~ for eX81I, ining and redressing 
citizens' grievances. 

68. The Government of Northern Ireland ha.ve summarized in this Paper the 
measures they have alrea~ taken tJ meet legitimate demcn~s and indicated 
some further lines of action . They have submitted their ovm e.ctions and those 
of the Police Forces to the fullest and most independent scrutiny . They 
have sought, obtained and welc~med assistance from Her l'iajesty' ~ Government 
in the United Kingdom. They have adopted a time -table th~t has been 
recognized in the Parliaments of \1 estminster and st-:>rmont to be reasonc..ble; 
end they hcve given eve~ evidence of their determinati~n to maintain the 
momentum Jf reform. 

69. They n,;) v. c..s l<: for the ac~.;ive support and co-operation of every member of 
the co~~unity ~nd f~r the rejection by every responsible body and eve~ 
responsible person of the hostile, revolutL)n<:.ry and subversive elements 
which have been seeKing to destroy the c~nstitutionul structure of the stcte _ 
as ha.s no VI been c..r,lply demonstrated by the Cameron Report. 
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