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/ HOUSE OF COMMONS 

. LONDON, S W :;: , 

TH:::tEE EYE-\'lITN1~SSES REPORT ON' LOJmmmBfu'1Y . :· 

At the request of the North0~~ :rel~nu Civil 

:1i~htG Asslociation we attended the march in the city 

o~ Londondcrry on 5th October. At the outCGt we 

~ ~ould ctress that we took no part in the demonstration 

ot~er than actine as observers. We positioned ourselves 

/ "'';::~OUGilOut at ;/. poini"d where we could most readily watch 

the c'ourse of events. Vie can , only describe "vlhat we saw, 

w~ich was as follows: 

. , 
T~le demonstrators assembled from about 3.20 p . m. 

oi."'.vrards at the ,open space beside the railway station 

.?.t the vra terside in Londonderry . They formed up and 

They marched ·alone; J)'J.2ce Street 

towards C~nigavon Bridge. As to the cOIDnosition of ~he . . -
march, we can say that the march was extremely orde,rly 

in its early staees, with ~ substantial number of stewards, 

~ainly provided by the Derry City Labour Pa~ty. The 

J 

' - ' 

C:lief Steward was Mr. Ivan Cooper, Secretary of the Derry ' ,, ' -f 

City Labour Party. The marchers were five ' 0: six abreast, 

.~nd about one in ten carried a placard of a~=0 so~t or 

other. 

, 
.lullong those prominent on the march we~e senior 

representatives of the Northern Ireland' Labour P~rty, 

~ncluding the Chairman, Mr.' Paddy Devlin. ( " __ lere were 

, ' d;-._ .. --.--.-__ • _____ ~ ___ __ _ ... ______ d _ 

0 . ' " • 

: ... 
' . . .. 

, - , 
" 

. . " 

~NI HA/32/2/30 



HOUSE OF COMMONS 
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2) THREE EYE-WITNESSES REPOl1T ON LONDONDBRRY. 

Republicans, the most notable of whom \.,ras ~1r . Kevin 

A~new of Maghara, a solicitor and Republican 

:politician. There were also Nationulists, in purticular 

Ur . McAteer, the Leader of . the Nationalist Opposition 

at Stormont, and there were members of the Republican 

Labour Party, in particular Mr . Gerr~ )itt, M.P. for 

Belfast i·lest. In addition to these, there were 

representatives of the Libcral Party from Belfast, and 

of the Eelfast Trades Council • 

. 'It was a non-sectarian procession consistin~ of 

people of all religions 'and of none and 6eemin~ly . e:very 

shade of opinion in Ireland was represented, with the 

exception of the Unionist Pa~ty. ' (We strongly suegost 

you consult the photo~ravhs taken oy press representatives 

".,rho \'Iere present which will illustrate the nature of the 

people on the march). In general, although judecment 

of numbers is never easy, we v/ould . say there were a~ound 
. 

three th.ousand people present and, in the main, they Were 

elderly and middle-aged people. There was no particular 

predomin~nce of students or young people. 

The march proceed~d alohg Duke Street. There is 

a photoera~h in the Irish Times of the 6th October which 

shows thc position quite clearly. At the end of Duke 
. 

I 

Street, ·near· tho junction. with Craigavon Bridge, . the R.U ~C. 

had ; .posi tioned two large tenders to bloclc tho road ' and there 
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3) " TIIR3E EYE-\'lITHESS:SS rut:PORT ON LONDONDERRY 

were threo lineD o~ polioeman pODi~ionea in ~ront , ot 

At the very front of the march were Mr. 

:':cA teer, Kr. Devlin, Mr. ?i tt aT'l.d Mr. Cooper. 

The marchers approached the police and when they 

'vIere 'about a yard froni the police ranks tmd obviously 

slowinG up, the police opened up a passaGe into which 

.f" \'/ere pulled Mr. Devlin and Mr. Pitt. :rtr. Pitt was 

struck twice with a baton and' Mr. Devlin was struck twice 

as well. They were then ta1cen away, Mr. Pitt to have 

t hree stitches inserted in a head wound. 

. 
Meanwhile, police with sticks came in from both flanks 

~d beean to bela~our the leading marchers and to seize 

t heir banners and placards. There was some scufflin~ at 

this point an'd the police across the roadway ,drew thei~ 

ba tons 'and forced the crowd back a short distance. 

Physical contact between the police and the crowd stopped 

after several minutes. 

Duke street is a narrow street of shops, "in the 

~ain commercial or industrial properties' with housing above. 

Some minutes after the above action, some dozens of 

policemen were positioned across the road behind the 

~arch~rs" about 100 yards frbm the head of th~ marqh, 

the r eby effectively preventing a retreat and resulting in 

~~ople wh~ hud nothing to do with the march being trapped 

i nside - ,people shopping or people normally resident in 
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4) THRBE EYE-WITNESSES REPORT ON LONDmmERRY. 

the stroet, for example. 

~ilc incident involving Mr. Devlin and Mr. Pitt 

took place at 4.03. From this point, until 4.34, 

the cro\.,rd settled dO\,ffi in Dulce Street and there \'las 

a series of . speeches including one from Mr. McAteer, 

one from .Miss Betty Sinclair, Chairman of th6 ' Belfast 

Trades Council, . and one from Mr. Ivan Cooper, N.I.L.P., 

local Secretcry, urging restraint on the crowd. The 

/ mood of the crowd was one Qf shock at the violence 
'r.,; ~ 

'~anded out to Mr. Fitt and Mr. Devlin but, at this stage, 

it was not ~~ ugly mood and the stewards and .others were 

urging the crowd to stay calm'and to continue. with the 

T\,IO of our number were in a position inside the 

police. cordon to see very clearly what was happening at 

this stage. At 4.34 the police on the Craigavon Bridge 

side of the street moved in closer to the crowd and' the 

~econd bQton-~harge took place. We should say at this 

stage that in our view about ten or twelve members of th~ 

crowd threw their placards .at the police and we did see 

one policeman's hat eo up in the air and some quite serious 

fiGhting .br'eak out. 

The police then ~hareed :the crowd, using the~r 

batons vigorously and indiscriminately. At the saI:l,e time 
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5) TIIIillE EYE-WITNESSES REPORT ON LONDONDER...11Y. 

t he police at ' the bottom of. the street moved up to 

separate the crowd so that instead of the crowd beinG 

s andwiched between the police they were now hemmed in 

on the pavements and in the shops on either side of the 

roadway. 

At 4.37 two water-c8.nnon vehicles appeared on the 

roadway, which had been cleared, and began to hose 

bystanders on either side o~ the street in order to clea= 

them from the pavements. At the same time the police 

continued to use their batons on the people (demonstrators, 

spectators and residents) who'were on. the pavements, in 

the shops,. and in entrance passaGes. 

At t his point we should perhaps place on detailed 

record some of the thines which ~/e saw - for example, the 

incident at 4.03 when the march met the police for the firs~ 

i 
. '. 

time. liTr. Ryan saw the police use -their batons on Mr. :ii'i~t · 

and r;lr. Devlin after they had been seized and althouGh they 
" 

hnd offered no physical resistance. . He also saw one 

policeman brinG his baton upwards to the tes~icles of a 

youne person. in the ·crowd. (\'Ie "/~re unable, reeretta'oly, 

to get any ~umbers of the police' as, with few exceptions, 

they were not displaying them.) 

In the · second baton-charge at 4.34, another police~an 

was seen by l,!r. · Ryan to strike a man in the testicles \-lith 
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G) 1'EPcEE EY-~-',"/ITNESSES l"llPOnr.r ON" LONDOND3m\y. 

0. buton. The r.mn wus o.lready blecdin~ from head 

\'I 0 \'u1 a. s • He ir..mea.iately collal)sed and was carted off. 

rie also saw a woman 'around 60 who was hysterical on 

the pavement after havinG ?een hosed down by the cannon. 

l\. policeman approached her, removed her spectacles with 

one hand and hit her over the head with his baton with 

the other. 

Shortly after the above incident, all three .of us 

entered a cafe at 75 Duke Street which had bcen converted 

into a sort of casualty-ward. In the back room of this 

cafe \'las a young person in his. mid-twenties who was . . , 
bleedinG profusely from i~lries to his head and shoulders 

and who was covered in blood. He was lying on the floor 

since it \'las felt unwise to move him. The ~afe-owner had 

telel)honed for an ambulance which· came through the police 

nne:! took him away. 

ReGarding the use of the water-cannonf .which were 
" 

used quite indiscriminately aGainot all and sundry, we 

witnessed one incident' where the jet was ~imed thrOUGh the 

open window of a house on the fi~st floor, apparently at 

0. televi~ion.camera. After the ccimeraman had been removed 

by it, the c~~on was played .there for enough seconds to 

do daInal;;e tq. the property. (This property was alIilos t 

opposi te 75 Duke street.). \'Ie also saw young children W1l0 
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T!IlU-:E EYE-I'lIT:r..-r:::SSES Iilll'ORT ON LOlmOlU)ERRY. 

",ere aoalcing \Vet and obviously ahocked and hysterical 

\'I~O hOod 30100 been hosed wi til '~hc cannon. 

Tile police used considerable violence in clearing the 

paveJl1ents and we stress that in the main \ve saw very little 

evidence of retaliation from any member of the crowd, · 

althouGh there was a bit of scufflinG as . people tried 

to eet away from the clubs and the water. 

street, by and large, hadboen cleared. 

By 4.57 .the 

The police had 

emptied the shops on either side of the people who 'had t~ken 

refuge there and the traffic . was flowin~ again on Craigavon 

Bridge. 

There we'!:? many people who told us of incidents v..:..:', 

for example, a child washed out of her mother's arJl1s by 

I 

" . 

the police hoses. \'1e did not see this ourselves and therefore 

cannot corroborate these allegation~. We . did, however, . 

see children who were pressed up against walls by the force 

of the water and we also saw young children, eirls of about 

13, helpine other even smaller children ",ho Wore 'in a shocked 

and hysterical state. 

Mr . Ryan went to Altnagelven Hospital in Londonderry 

iJ'i1Dediately afterwards . in order to find out something of the 

extent of the casualties. He was unable to. get a list of 
.. 

the casualties suffered but \ve feel it may still be possible 

I . 
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8) THH23 EYE-\'/ITNESSES IlliPOHT ON 10NDOND::~nRY 

to get such a list of the injuries recorded. 

\'!i1ils t f.1r. Ryan was a"laY at the hospital, Mr. 

8:..'ld i'.:rs. Kerr crossed the Craigavon :Bridge and walked 

to\'/ards the Diamond" the principal town sq,uare, where 

further disturbances had been reported. A large crowd 

was present there, apparently angry at reports of the 

, . 
' . ' . .,,-' 

" 

, events across the bridge, an~ sporadic clashes were 
, 1 

occurrine between the police and the crowd, ~ith the police 

using batons and makine a number of arrests. The action 

spilled out of the square and down O):'le of the side streets,' 

which resulted in a number of shops having their display 
'. 

windows broken. 

", . 
A li'ttle "/hile later, £.1rs. Kerr talked to a considerable 

number of people who had been 'vIi tnesses of this part of 

the action and who were ,clearly incensed with the police. 

One shopkeeper who had lost his window' explained that police 

had rushed into his shop batonning people insioe ana 
' . 

that stones were then thrown from outside by local people 

trying to retaliate at the police. 

One young woman showed Mrs. ,Kerr a badly bruised 

shoulder a.'1~ people gathered around sayine that IIi t ,,'as 

Xo. 81 who did it" and asking her to "make it known at 

Westminster." 
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i::s·tr~ctionsfor '~hCill to be collected and stuclied . 

~:fe \'rould respectfully sUGcest -to the Home Secretary 

t hat he lis ten cal~efully ·~o the Bnc GOuncl recordil1C 

experienced, ~articul~rly by woncn who were sruldwichcd 

- in the activity in Duke street . 

'~:cun::;e:cil)t of their t~iJtimol1Y in.i;.:;h·~ be u::::cfal . 

oJ: the inciJents herc <.leccribcll "rere \"itnc:;;.;ccl : ) j' ;~ .~ 

trouble to elimi~~~o from this brief statement anythin~ 

O-'';l1er .than those incidents abou'~ which 'de C C.l;' 

ccrto.inty. We shall of couroe be pleased to au~lify 
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