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Notre Dame Award 

Acceptance Speech by John Hume 
April 25, 1996 

fat hl'r Malloy, thank you for what you have said. I am 
honored to be here this evening with my wife, Pat, to re­
cdve the honor of this very distinguished university, the 
Un iv{.'r5ity of Notre Dame du Lac. 

Hut I sc>e the honor conferred on me not as  a strictly per­
�onal honor but as a very powerful and :-troog expression 
of y(>m enormous interest and cnc(>uragement in the 
pcac� pro,ess that is at last happming in our off-shore is­
l and of t he  United States of Europf and of the Unit('d 
States of Ameri<a. And l hope that we are now in the fi. 
nal stages of a quarrel that has lasted for centurie:-. ft 
stMted in the �treets of my own city in 1 689 - The Siege 
of Derry . I t  i \  st i l l  ,t>lt>hratt>d - th.it battk - every yrar. 
We have long memories in Northern Ireland. One of our 
pol i t ical part ies' election slogan ,  every time it fights an 
ckrt ion, is  "Remember 1 690. " I hopt• we will have got to 
the stage wh�re we will begin to reall1,e that we arc now 
in the 1 990s and that we will be in the final stages of cen• 
tu ries of conflict - centuries of conflict which have ab­
�orbed the energie� of our peopk in destroying our land 
rather t han building our land, centuries which have ab­
S(•rhc<.l their energil.'s in spi l l ing t hc-ir blood rather than 
t heir sweat. And I hope that if we gl.'t them to spil l thei r 
sw�at rather than their blood, that the patriotism of the 
new crntury i n  I reland wil l  be bui lding our country and 
not de5troying i t .  

The last 25 years have been among the worst of those 
th ree- centuries of conflict. In Northern Ireland, which 
has a population of a mi l lion and a half people, the rea l 
resu l t  of our conflict - the terrible loss - has been 3, t 00 
tniman lives, and 38,000 people m<limed and in jur� for 
l ift' . That':- one out of SOS people _have lost their J ives, 
e>nc out of SO people have lost limbs or been seriously ln ­
j umJ . In  population terms, that i� t he equivalent ot  half 
a mi l l ion people dying in the- United State5. ft ls the 
t•qu i valent of 1 8.000 people dying in the state where WI.' 

now sit, the State of I ndiana. This lets you know how se­
rious that problem has been. 

Btit in addi tion to the kil l ing of human beings, i t  has 
h{.'t'n n{.'��sary to build in the city of Belfa�t - the forc­
rno�t church-going city in we�tem Europe on both �ide� 
of our d ivide - it ha� been necessary to build, even as 
the Berl i n  Wal l  fel l ,  not one. but 1 3  wal ls in the city of 
Uc l fast to sl.'parate and protect one �ect ion of Chri,;tian 
people from another. Whe� has the hasic hmdamerttal 
message ?f C� ristiani ty gone? l me;in, the real message 
o_f peace 111 this world, that Is, Love Thy Neighbor. A
simple �tatcmcnt ,  but when you th ink of it, i t  is the pow-
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edul message of peace. But where is it in  that dty? Thir­
tten walls to separate and protect one sect or our pt'opk 
from another. 

Those walls are an indictment of all of us be<:au�c t lwy 
$Cream a_t us, hut our own past atUtudes have built Hwm.  
But that is. a negative way of looking at them. A posi tiw 

· way of  looking at them is that they ar(' now a c-halhmgc­
to us all, and the chal lengt'. to both side<; of our qudtit'l h
to re-examine past attlh1des

!
;bc;.-ca\1sc If we arc cv('r going

to bring those walls down; both past attitudes frorn both
sections of our people have got to bi.' r{'-ex;im lncd . Ill"·
cause whim you study our conflict, or when you study
con flict anywhere in tht• world, you will find that the

· sarnc mindsets, t he same mentalities exist. The un ion ist
mindsets. The union ist people are largdy from th1: !'rot•
estant community. Thei r  objective is to protect thcit <.lif­
fercnce and their i<kntity and I have- no quarrel with t h.i t
because every society has its tlifferenccs and its diwrsi ty,
and unless you f('Spect that you will not have p!.'ace ,,11<1
stability.

. My quarrel with the unionist pcoplt> is not ahout their
objective. - It is about thcJ r. methods and their m i nds(·t,
because thdr methods have b�n that hct·au�c thty art· .i 

minority within Ireland a� a whole, the only way t hey
can protect themselves in Northern I reland is to hol<.l a l l
power in their own hands and exclude anyone who h not
one of them. That in practice meant t hat i f  you wcr<.· a
Catholic in Northern !!'('land, when they governed it a s  a
one-party state from 1920 until 1970. It meant you d idn ' t

_ get jobs and you didn't get housing and you didn't gd 
voting rights. When I was a young tC'achcr, I did not 
have a. vote becau�e I wai not a rate r,aycr. lh1t_ th<: mayor 
of the city had 43 vote� because he owned s<:v(>tl smal l  
companies as wel l as hb own vote and he got six vot<•s 
for each one of h ll- rnmpanks and on{· for himsdf. ·1 hat 
was the situation. And of course at th(' end of l hc dav, 
discrimination in  widespread t(>rms is bound to lead i < ,  
conflict. 

10  

S<> the challenge to  thc  un ionist pcopl<.: i s  to  rc-e.x;1 111i1H.' 
that mindset and to rcn,gniT.e that. ra ther t han the sicgt· 
mentality from which t hey stiffer, their re.:il rn i 11<.h{.'t 
�hould be �hat because of their· geography and their l l ltlll• 
bers, �lrice th(! problem cannqt be t�solved without t h.t•m, 
they should corn� to the table with the :-t r�•11gth of t htir 
own convktions and the strength of that geography .,nd 
numbers and reach agreement wi th the people with 
whom they share a piece of earth ,ailed l rdand. 
And in coming to that . I would hope th,H thl'y would
bring forward the posit ive elements of tht· ProH·stant tra •  

. dition . Because al l  we have �ecn to datl.' in thc-1r · 1x>l i t ,rs 
has been the negative tradition. Al l  thl'ir slogans ,H(' 

negative, "No surrender." "Not an i nch. '' "What we 
ha� we hold ."  "Vlst<:r say� rio. " I sai<I to Heverl·n<.l Ian 
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Pais ley on  tekvision recently, " l .tn ,  if you took the word 
no out of the English language, you would be sp�d1-
lns . '' 1 11 any case, thilt is my cha l lenge to them, because 
t he �iq.;c menta l i ty  has in  some degree dr ied up thC'ir crC'• 
a t iv i ty a:; a people. 

But kt us not forget that those of t he Protestant  tradition 
in Ire land. part icularly the Presbyterian tradition, were in 
1:ar l ier  centuries, l i'kt t ile Catholic popu lat ion, ,ubjected 
to .. cr ious religious intolerance by the t hen-established 
church in I re land. And they were driv1.:n out, and t hey 
came to this  land, to tile United �tates, and w�re heavi ly 
involved i n  t lw sh.1ping and foundation of the constitu­
tion of thi\ i;ountry. Indeed, the American Detlarat ion of 
l rnkpendencc w;is pri nted by John Dunlop from Strabane 
- in my p.trl iarntntary dlst r ict. And t lw old printing
pre\'>, fnr that man was tra ined as c1 printl'r, is s t i l l  there
on tl!at �trrrt. and I have often t hought  i f  it were in
l'!J i ladt•lrhia,  it would b<.> a national \h r inc. And the fl rst
�(•cn•t,iry of the Am<.>rkan Congress wa� a Presbyter ian
from tile upper land� in  County Derry. When you look
at yotir rnmtit ution and look at its fundamental Stiltc•
m(·nt, I oftrn feel that it is a mhtake thilt Amerka a l lows
i twlf  to he st·cn either as an economic or ;1 political power
in th i s  world rather t han a moral pow�r. because wben
th.it romt i tu tion was written, it wc1� wi it tcn to r<.'spect
peopi('\ of many t raditions and n.1t iorn who had been
driven out of t he i r  homelands by i o tokiance, poverty,
f,1 rni 11i;- and thl' l i ke. And the most fundamental message
of your nm�t i t ll t ion is written, if you look at it ,  on your
dwap(.•5t C<>in .  If your eyesight is not good enough to
read it thtrr, go tc> 1 he  gr,wc of Abraham Lincoln and
thc-n.: you wi l l  ,ee i t  wri t ten in  thn:t Lat i n  words, ''e
pluribus unum,'' " from many wt arc one. '' The essence
of un i ty  i� t i t (.' rrspcct, is the acC'<'ptanu: of diversity. And
th,1 I h thc message of pcilC<' to c-very n,unlry, particuldfly
rnuntr it's t hat have divided pcopk�.

Tli;rt i\ the ph i lo�ophy t hat Ird;ind i., .,crl•aming out for 
today. And I say to tilt Prote-.tant t r<1d i t ilm, bri ng for­
ward t h,1 \ ph i losophy now -- �spe,t for diversi ty. 

Tlwn th�re h the other mindset in I rd;ind ,  with which 
nwny of us were rrared and, ind<'CO. many I rish Ameri­
rilm J\ wel l :  t lw nat ionalist minclwt. Essent ially a territo• 
rial m ind.,c-t. This is our land, and y(>\l un ioniW,, because 
you iH<' .1 m inority, cannot stop us fmm uniting. They 
forget ,  t hey forg<"t ,  that mindsi;-t forgets, t hat it is pl:'ople 
wJ10 have righ ts, not t<• r r i tory. Without people, any plc,c 
of c>art l l ,  <1� I a lways say, is on ly a · junglt. And the on ly 
w1.·,1 i 1  h that th is  world hit> i s  human !wings. And i t  ls bu• 
m,1 1 1  l>c i n�s who create. And wh<: ll human being� arc di­
v ided. whethtr i t  i:-; in lrdaod, Cyprus, t h� former Yugo­
sl.1vi<1 , Sou th  Afrka, or anywhere, thry can only bi? 
brought together by agreement and not hy any form of 
cm-r1.: io11 or foro.'. . AnJ k i l l ing has no (ontribution to
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make to uniting people. It only drives them farther 
apart. It only deepens the divisions. deepens the pr<.-ju­
dices arid leads, of course, to retaliation and, as Mart in  
Luther King de$Cribed it, the  old doctrine of  "an eye for

an eye'' which leaves everyb?dY �lind. 

Our tradition in Ireland has to ieam that victorit's are not 
s<>lutlons In divided societies, but that agreement is the 
answer when you have a divided people. And, of course, 
th<.> challenge to the tw<> mindsets that I have been set­
t ing out both lead in the same direction, both looking for 
an agreement as to how we share a piece of earth to• 
gcther. And that would mean that the responsible gov­
ernment in that situation should also be doing every­
th ing in it� power to promote �uch an agreement, and us­
ing all Its re5ources to do so. At last, through the  current 
peace process, we have finally got the British governmi;-nt 
committed to working togNher with the Irish govern­
ment to, and I am quoting exactly from the Downing 
Street Declaration, "to encourage, facilitate and enable 
agreement among the people 9f Ireland, and to lcglslatc 
for whattver form that agreemerit takes. "  

I t  i s  easy, of course, t o  do a s  I have just been doing. 
pointing to the wrongs of the past. Looking to the futim: 
is a l i ttle more difficult, because then you h�v(' to exercise 
your mind to look at solutions and what those solut ions 
C'QU!d be. But in that, l have been very heavily inspired 
by my experience in Europe as a member of the European 
Parliament and before that, becaus� my original job wa-. 
teaching French and h istory, I was very interested and in­
volved in Europe for most of my life. And when you con ­
sider today, European union, and I know it is not 
thought about much in America; but Europ€an union is 
the result of the same lesson your founders learned - "c 
pluribus unum." Think back 50 years. A hundred and 
thirty-five million p�oplc lay dead across t11c European 
continent, for the second time i� a crntury. For centuri1.0� 

the peopks of Europe slaughtered one another by the 
millions. Who could have forc(·ast SO years ago today 
that w<:. would have European uni<m, the peoples of Eu• 
rope united iri one body? And the Germans arc still Ger­
mans, and the French are sttll French . How did they do 
it? Because European union is, in my opinion, the great­
est example In the history of the world of confl ict rC'solu •  
tion, ·and it Is the duty of everyone in the area of conflict 
to study how they did it .  And how did they do it? As in 
cVC'rything in l i fe, profundities and profound statements 
of principle are simplicities. They 1.h.�·ided the di ff�r<'n<·c 
wa� not a thr�at. Because all �onflict is about seeing dif• 
frr<'nce as a threat and trying to wipe out th� diffcrc•ncc 
or take revenge fur difference. And thc amwer to di ffer­
ence, as the founders of this state rcaliz\:d, is not to fight 
about it but to res�ct lt. Because when you think of i t ,  
th�re are -not two human beings in  thi!- room who arc the 
same. There arc not two human beings in  the ent i re hu-
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m;in race who are the same. Diffrtrnce is an .accident llf 
birth and it is with you all your Ilk. No one chose to be 
horn .  So whatt?vcr you are born, whatever race you are
born into, whatever nationality you arc born into, what­
('ver religion, it is an accident of birth that you· are borri 
into It, and the amwer is not to fight about it . The an­
swer i� to respect it and to build t<igether. 

Th<.> peoples of Europe learned that lesson and built insti­
tut ions in Europ<' . Now I am a memhet of one of them -
the Europe.in Parliament. Those inst itutions respected 
diff<'n•nces, gave no victory to anyone. But, but, hut . . . .  
the most important thing Is they al lowed all to work to· 
gcth<'r in their common interests, spi l ling their sweat and 
not thdr blood, working for their ba�ic right to existence, 
the right to l i fe and the right to a decent standard of l iv­
ing. t\nd by spi l l ing their sweat and not th�lr blood; by 
vvorking together and building t rust, the healing proce�.-. 
bl.'ban in Europe. breaking down the old prejudices, the 
harri('r'.- that had divided them for centuries. And the 
!wal ing process evolved into a new Europe bas�d on re­
sp<:ct for diversity, and i� sti l l  evolving. 

That is what we have to do on our small island. Build in• 
stitutions within t he North, between North and South, 
which respect our difkrences but which allow us to work
together in our comrnon interests, which are even more 
rnmiderabk today than in the past, because we are the 
off-�llorc island of the United Stat.:s of Europe now, and 
of the United States of America. Our economic interests 
arc common, because our young people stil l ,  from many 
p.i rts of our land, have to go to other lands to earn their
l iving .  Therefore, I th ink that we have to build those in­
stitut lom and, having done so, create the healing process 
of working together on the eC"onomk front, breaking 
down the barriers that divide U$, because the simplistic 
notions that have been always put forward in many ways, 
�ay an instant package wil l  solve our probJem,, unite Ire­
land next week and the problem is solved. That is �im­
plistic. That is emotional. 

Hut the reality i s  that the border l .n Ireland is not a iine 
on a map, i t  is in thf.' minds and hearts of people, and i t  is 
a border created by the prejudices of centuries. You don't 
ht.>al that in a week or a fortnight .  You need a hea ling 
pro�s�. And that is why we have to create the i nStitu• 
t iom that will aJlow for that heal ing process to take plac:e. 

So whrn we get to these talks on the 10th of June, which 
I hope that we will now, in spite 'of al l  the difficulties be­
ing put in our way by having ek'ctions that are unneces­
sary, l.'tcctcra, etcetera. I hope that when we get there, we 
wi l l  work to reach that agrec-mcnt .  And while we ate 
working to rea,h t hat pol itical agreement, which wil l  not 
be easy, we wi ll work too toward our common ground -
and I wil l rnme batk to that in .i moment t>ecau,e that is  
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Jtfote i think the Ir ish iti.·other lands have a role to 1:,lay.
Blit whatever agreerneht we leach at a pol iti<:al level, once . 
·we:hav't- reach<.>d it and our quarrel j5 stopf)(:d and Wt' 

· statt working together; then ·thc real heallng process wi l l  
begin and the new l reJand will evolve and in a gen('r;it ion
oi' twO. _we wil l  have an I reland built on respect for diver-
sity and on agreement afr>ol'lg our formerly divided
.people. : ·• · ·  · 

· 

OfcourM!;- in shaping that new Ireland, l ·believe that the
people of the I rish diaspora have a great role to play. The­
Irish are, as I often �ay, the most numerous wander ing

·· pcopl� in  the world. There are five mil lion people- who

live in Ireland; there are 42 million in this country of
Irish descent, according to the last census. But, of c(,ursc,

· . when the ancestors of that diaspora left Ireland, it w.1.-. a . 
•· dlffNt!i1t world, Many of them --' we just had a major t'X­
· lllb!Uon in my home dty last week - rnn1<' a hur1dr1'.ci
and fifty year� ago, fkcing famine, irt sai l ing sh ips ta king
weekflo get here, and many dledorl the way. Th<1t ',
why, b�forc they left, th� '' American wake" was hdd for
thcin; betaus� when they left, thei r famil ies knew tli<:y

' wo.tild n'evcr see them again; The.re ls a very tnoving .
graye�tori� \ri a churc:hyard near my home on which it
says, '1l'his ls the grave of Williatii Dougherty, set her<.' hy
his son who is gone to America,'' and the son is nanH•d . •

. And _then it says, "this stone must not he moved unt i l  I
· rettim.''. ln other words, it would he moved only to tmry •

him, but of course he never did ret\lTll .

In today's world, the Irish who came here from both  our
tradition�. Prot�stant and Catholic, have in  many in-

. .. stances moved to the top In tht' profcs�lom, in OllSifl('�<. 
arid lri pol itics. And becau� we are a ,maller world to­

, day, with telecommunication�, transport, and the l ike, 
th� tlrne has come that the Irish diaspora c:an give 1).1(:k 

_ · _and can help our �mall island, and one area of real help is 
otf the economic front, as both :sections of our pcopk 

.· w()'tk tc,\\iar<l common grdund. Jf, for ex.in1ple, th<.' •�Z
- . million,:pc�ple who WN� proud �.nough of thl'i r I rish de-,
· sc-�nt. t6_ insist in the- last cehsunhat they were Itish in 
.. ·.• America: If they sp('T1t br'lly $5 a we<.•k Ori c;onie pro<h•d
.. from Ireland, that would b� S 10 bill ion In one year and 
· the Irish economy wouid go through th� roof. Thal may .
s_oulid l ike a dream, but Iii today'� world it Is a<.:h i<:Vabk, 

. . because flier� is no part of l_reland that d_oes not havt a
· spl'C'lal li!ik  with som� part ?f the United St'1tcs.

Iri my city, Qerry, they say the·nJxt parish is Ho�ton.
And it is -true; Becat.isl.' You 'got oi'\ the sai l ing 5hip in I l l:,,' .

. city and sailed to Bosfori, Artd I 've set up �pecial l i n k�
· with Boston . We haw taketl our small companies over
th.er� lo market their products with tile hdp of the Irish 
i tf Boston. To date, we have got $42 mil l ion worth of or­
de� for those small companies, creating job:-;. If w<.· can .· 
oi'g,rni1-<- right across ttic- United Statl>s, di fferent  parts of 
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lr<>land linking up directly with the pMts of th� United 
Stilt�·s with whicll they have spE!cial relationship� and 
building trade partnerships directly - not by paying for­
tullt'S l>\lt by using dirl'tt personal nmt,Kt� - then to­
gc-tlwr we can build that new Ireland. 

/\n(l, of course', univC'rslties have a major tule to play in 
that effort. For one, by building �pcci.il links with uni­
vcrsit il'� back ir1 Ireland and giving hroader hori;wns to 
our young people through exchange programs of �taff 
and �todent�. But there' is an even more important job to
be t1onc. As we move into the next century, we are living 
through the gr<:atcst economic rcv0Jutio11 in the history 
of tht world. The last one was tilt: industrial revolution; 
now w(.' ate going through the technological, telecommu­
nications and transrort rcvolu-tion. As I �aid earlier, th€ 
only wealth of the world is human beings and their ere• 
.ttivity, and education is key to developing that creativity 
and dewloping the world. for thJt very reason, educa­
tion will become more and more important to the eco­
nomic future of our world, and so as we move into the 
m•xt century, f!ducaticm is going to have ;i very. very ma­
j(lf role-. 

I hopt a!�o. be-cause- tht: world now is a �mailer place, that 
the Irish 11;1tion - and l am going to fine! a different 
word for tt1at eventually - but let us say the definition of 
Irish iclt>ntity is no long!:'r rnnflned to those who live on 
th(' islancl itsclf. I.et us dev€lop for the next century a 
c:cmn·pt of lri:;hne�s that the Irish all owr the world �har" 
in a positive way, so that we can all come together. And 
you know H we do that, we can become the most power­
ful ptorle in the world, because we ,ire not only in 
America, we arc in Australia, we are in ArKcntlna, w<: ar<:

in France (the fir�t president of the republic: was Gem.'ral 
"MacMahonc," as they called him th(•re; we called him 
McMahon) and in New Zealand and <:vcrywhere. And if 
we develop t11.it concept for the next c<'ntury, or ccrtlfl­
catc5 of Irish identity, Jnd build on that to give back to 
thc old homeland, then I think the next c-entury will be 
� .rnd this is my drNrn - th(' first century in our 
i,;land'\ hi�tory in which wf' will hnv{' no blood on our 
streets and no emigration of our young to other lands to 
earn a living. 

Thank you. 
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Dedication of Craig House at the 
Environmental ·Research Center 
by Rev. Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C. 
July"ll, 1996 

Dr: George Craig 

About one year ago, on July 21, 1995, when the Officers' 
Group was at Land O'Lakes, UND.tRC faciliti�s her€ wrn� 
dedicated and blessed in memory of Jim Hank and in tht· 
presence of the Hank family, N.D. faculty and students. 
Father Hesburgh and Dr. George Craig_. 

About six months ago, George died while attending a 
profe5sional conference In Nevada. 

Because of his special profes5ional Interest In i\nd dedica­
tion to th€ type of research for which this beautiful prop· 
erty i5 especially apt and appropriate, George spent mud, 
time here each summer. 

Generations.of Notre Dame students discovered the same· 
cxcitemen.t for research that was· one of the driving force� 
of his own:distirtguished career. 

It is appropriate that we dedicate this faculty house, 
whe� George Craig spent many weeks each sumrner, in 
memory and honor of thls Notre Dame scholar. 

Blessing 
• 

Lord God, 

We praise you for the wonder of your creation and for the 
beauty which surrounds us at every turn. 

You make us. in your own likeness, as the crowning mo­
ment of your creative generosity. You give men and 
women the desire to know you through the tx-autiful 
works of your hand, and you give us the intelligence we 
need to. discover truth and tx-auty in our world. 

Today we ��tcate this faculty house in hono.r and 
rnemofy of Or: George Craig: . 

We remember hi.s family, .and we pray for their continu...-cl 
_ consolatlort; . 

May future g�nerations of Notre Dame scholars be in­
spired by the woi-k of George Craig, and carry out their 
own work with dedication and enthusiasm. 

We make 1hls prayer through the interc�ssloo of Mary, 
Notre Qarn�,-nie Mother of Cod �hd our patroness, and 
in the oarne of Jesus Christ, 0.ur Lord, who live� and 
reigns with. you an-d the Holy $pfrit, One God, forever -
a-ncl �ver. ·· · 

· · 
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