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JOHN HUMPHRYS: Présenter

When the IRA announted their ceasefire neafly six monthsg,age, there were uny. who. said 8t the
time that that was the easy bit. The real proﬁlemt would come when the Qoggrnments In London
and Dubilin sat about putting flesh on the bbnes bt 8 long-term agreement whict: would have t0
satisfy both Unionists and Nationalists. Wetll, that's beginning to happen and it is proving difficult.
A document which The Times has got hold of speaks of a ‘joint north-south authority with real
gxecutive powérs including the right 1o deal diractly wl'm Brussels. On this programme an hour
ago, David Trimble 6f the Wister Unionists sald that if th{t 8, what Is being considered, his party \Wil
take no further part in the psace process. Hc“alsoﬁwamerd the party's MPs at Westmingter would
no longer be able to support the Government. Wsll, w'i;h'qr{i‘e Is the Northern Ireland Sogretaty, Sir
Patiick Mayhew. )

Sir Patrick, good mornihg,

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW Secretary of Stato for Northern Ireland
Good morning.

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

Is the document authentic?

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW:

| recognise some language from a negotiating documem which is not weeo what | don't
recognise are the conclusuons that the newspaoor draws For example, The T'Jmnc lcads its story
with the words that 1he British and Irish govemmants havo drawn up 8 document that brings the
prospect of 8 united Ireland closer than it has bedn at any tima sinte partition in 1920 Thﬂ 3
absolute rubbish. It hasn't brought it ong inch clodor, That questnon is govérned by tho Downmg
Street Declaration of a8 year ago &nd consent of the Deqpl'e living in Northorg Iretand, is what is
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going 1o determino whethor people stay within the’ Uryon or join up with a Ynited Iretand, So that's

e;.
absolutely wrong.

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

But forqet The Times' own interpretatien, look at what The Times says is.jn the document -49&_\.
you say, you recognise.

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW:

I recognise language plucked from a document whith goes over 23 pages,and something like 6
clauses or paragraphs in its last negotiating draft. But 'm, slmply not going w get into discussion
of what o draft document yet to be agreed says or.may, say or does NOt say. it's absolutely
impossible in a very difficult, very delicate and pretty dangerous nogotiaﬁpn E;u havo this kind of
thing suddenly feaked and then be asked to gav, woll, is that right and is thet right? it’s a balanced
and ;:areful and delicete document that we‘re trylng to. put together and I/d, like 10 have an
opportunity to explain what 1t's all about, We. tha two governments, are doing this because party
lcaders asked us to set oyt what the governmenu; ghared understanding or, bouom lino might be,
in order that we might be able to help them get that round the table again. They sat round the table
for about six months in 1892, We think that’ s terribly jngportant because we think that far and
sway the best means of helping the peaple of Northarn lrgland get rid of this ohtonic instability that
has plaguad thelr lives is for the partios to get round the table and talk -atd work out a joint
compromisé solution, & settlement. Now we éré‘biming to help them do .t'b_a;g by what's coma to
be called » ‘framework document’. That con’t be imposed, we've sald ma_tlr_s_o tumes. It will be
offered 10 the parties, is what will happen. The parties will, we trust, sit down and ot least discuss
the ;deas- then we hope thoy’!l come to an sgreement. That agreement v&i‘tl xf\en have to be put
in a referendum to the people. So the notion that thts ls sonnthmg being ;oneed, zh.s is some now
joint daclaration or, let alone Anglo-irish agroemeﬂt, is absolute rubbish,
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JOHN HUMPHRYS:

But you would acce-pt that what is contamed tn the document is fundamOn(aHv different to some
of the things mat had been talked about in the past?

Sir PATRIGK MAYHEW:
No. | don't thmk I do.

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

Well, the Ulstor Unionists very, very clearly do, You hoard David Trimble on this programmeo. He
said, 'As m as we're concerned, his Is tho authont-c document. It represents the posmon of
wherb the documem as at the moment and it is a soli-out.’

sir PATRICK MAVHe-w:

Well now, Iook, tho fuss is about, o far 83 |.have heard, the fuss is about what, la said to.be in
wain for north- somh institutions, working betwaen north and south. The ministor of stpte, Michasei
Ancram In Question Tima a fortnight 890, of thereabouts, said what we are p:oposlng will lnciudo
provision for a north-south body with executive power but look to see vihere it, derlvos Ite
authority, look t_o seée to whom it will be accountable and that is the point. | mean..,

-

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

Well, it will be acoountable to a Northern Ireland Assembly.

Sir PATRlCK MAYHEW
Wall, can l 108! - ves cottamly Now can | just say this..

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

But - but, but, but - it"Mn bo able to report directly, be able to deal directly with Brussols and
according to Mrf‘l‘rh‘nble"t"his morning tha Northern Ireland Assembly must take part. not may take
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part; but must take part; bubﬁn can mtervcne. Dublin can go to you in London and say,. we're nol
satisfied with what 'S hapm ning here, and therefbre Dublin will hpld e whm hand

Sir PATRIGK MAYHEW:
You're trying...

JORN HUMFHRYS
That Is his lntgrpretauon

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW

Lyou're tryino to get me 1o getinto a dascussuon of detalls of an extremely Iengthv delicate and
balanced negouminu documem which s not agreed between the parties and |'m-simoly not gomg
10 do that.

JOHN HUMPHRYS:
Wel, can |...

Sir PATRIEK MAYHEW:
’djusttike...

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

1 | may just follow up that small point...

Sir PATRICK MA!HEW
1'd just like to sav :his

JOHN HUMPHRYS
well, go ahead

© NAI/TAOI1S/2021/097/21




02.01.1995 10:380

T HROAD(‘ ARST MONITORING COMPANY

gl = - A e ———

' ILL. V171-247 1166 FAX: @171 'q77 6102

INTCRVIEW; BIR PATRIOK MAYHEW

Bregrimmny b TODAY
S1a1oA : BBCRADIO 4
Doty TR0 }| .0,9.095
Timo | ; 08:1'0*

<

Sir PATRIGK MAYHEW-

..because it's quite :mporlant the context is all Important. I'm going 10 just rcmmd wou z well,
pcrhaps it won t be rcrpmdmg you, of cours¢ you won't have had it in mind

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

Go on.

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW

Sbut snoko to the Orange Lodge in Comber in August and | sald it is quite a different matter to
exarqine, as we did‘,l_n,‘the 1997 talks, ways in which, without impinging on sovereignty, some
north-south body that would enable common cause to be made in areas of common intarest to the
general good of both parts of the island of Iretand. Then | went on 0 $8y - Mr Trimble was quoted
in the press tn July as égying, and | quoted - If executive functions are confined 10 purely prgctical;
things which are géﬁulnely beneficial to béth sides, that’'s finn. So there is no mystery about thls
idea that in a small nslénd like Northern Ireland that it rnay mako gense in certain areas 10 make
common cause where there s common interest. The question is whether you go about that and you
propose 10 4o that In a, way which impinges on soveraignty or gives Juint authority over Northern
Ireland to the Irish QSO\}érnment and with the British.

JOHN HUMPRRYS:

But the reality s, 88 fa; as - this is terribly Important - as far as you're c0ncorn0d and the
Government is t:oncemed Mr Trimbie and his party, many in his party regard this as 9 soll-out .
compietely unecceptab!e were the words that he used this morning. If it is ondorsecl by the,
Governmem, he said, 'We will not able to proceed to the inter-party talks’ - in other !/vords, tho
whole peace process is deralled More importantly perhaps, from a polmea\ point of view in ono
sonse for Mr Major, 'We would no longar be able 0 support this Governmepy'.
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Sir PATRICK MAYHE&N

Well, you're puttmg all Of this in teuns of the understanding which you elaim exists between the
Northern Irf-ldnd "

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

No, no, I'm not.making any claims, Sir Patrick. What I'm dolny is I'm oporting David Trimble's
interpretation of 1his dogument.

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW:
Yes, wall, 1 unders,tand"’hat...

JOHN HUMPHRYS

You tell me that he accopts i, but what he said very clearly on this programme this morning l§_thaz<.
he doesn‘t. 1E

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW:

Well, what | am sofoking‘\for i a little steadiness, a little calm. The people of Northern Ireland,
desporately want the eurfent beace to continue, thay want to see a settlement. My judgement is.
that they want to see their politicians talking. They support - | get this over ang over again : they
support the process which is going on, the discussions that are going, on between the Irigh
Government and the British Government. What I think they will be dismayed by is random legkmg
of a kind which has been Yescribed on your programme this morning a5 a 'battle of the legks’ - .one
day it's this, one dav it! s the next - because It is calculated to stir up anxuetaes which arg never far,
below the surface, to stur up fears, to stir yp excitability, and it is not a way in which you can do
business, Now what I want, Just to emphasige I8 what the Prime Minigter has said time and agam
this Is not proposed 10 be imposed - it can‘t be Imposed. This is gomething which is not geing to
be proposed to give authority ovor Northern Ireland to tho Irish Government. .. .
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JOHN HUMPHRYS:

Ah well, you ste, he smd Mr Majos Raid, there are no proposals, There are geing 10 be no proposais
in th:s doCument for joim suthority,

Sir PATRIGK MAYHEW:
No, he didn't... :

JOHN HUMPRRYS:

Well, this envisages a joint authority,

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW'

No., no, that |s,not an accurate quotauon. What he has said is that there is no Dtobosal that the
frish Governmem shaljﬂhave joint authority with the British Government over Northpm Ireland.

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

Oh wall, that's & digtinction without a difference!

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW

No, indeed It's’ ot It n; ® very important distinction because. as i've sald bafore, | sald in August
what I've just reminded you of. Mlchael Ahcram sald in the House of Commons the other day that.
wé wlll be proposmg ln this doc:ument - 1 don’t know whether it will be .1greed we will be
proposum arraﬂoom!dm whereby common cause can be made, north and south, where it makes
sense. Heaven' s sakei that's been done since 1952 in something called the Foyle F»shenas
Authority whlc‘h the Stormont regime put up. | mean, of course it makes sense. The wey you' ve
Qor.. . what maners is M\ether itimpinges upon sovereignty. Don’t tell me that the Stormom rognme
intended to g:ve Irelaqd the Republic of lraland. some say over Northern lreland generally or to
impinge upon the sovomlgnty of the. Unlted Kingdom in Northern iretand. Of caurse it didn’t. So I'm
caliing for a hme calm and I'm calling for people to recall what the Prime Minister has said time and

¢
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time again, and l m call@ng uPON people to remember that these are propesals 10.be offered 10 the .
parues, N more. Thns SNt a Downma Street Declgration which is set. in qtone the moment.
anything ns signed it's gomg to be offered to the parties. They ¢an accept it mey can rolect it
they can adapt |t but at least we hope they w||I sit down and discuss the (geas; that, 810 in lt l
don’t think that s very much to ask and in the rneant.me | do think it is reasonable to ask for 8 httto

oalm angd let uS wait and see what is going to be offcred, If indeed we can agiee what to offer at
all. ‘ i

JOHN HUMPHRYS:

Sir Patrick, thank you ve'ry much.

be Sve a0
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