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T1-1r EH,c">/\C>CA�i MONITORING C<.>MF'ANY 
---- ••-----+--·�-- - ------. 

t::(l�OADCAST Ri::PORT 

INT[I\VILW: SIR PATRICK MAVHtW 
Pt0';4rAIWM) TOo!c'-f . 

!:111\icm BBC RAOIO 4 
D8t(I 01.02.95 
Tin·1,, 08:10 

JOHN HUMPHRYS: Pr6seriter � ' 

--·· · · ·· ··-·

When the tRA announced 'their ceasefire rHiflflY $1� months
,.,.ago, thgrn wero w,gnv. who. said tt th�

time that that was tho easy bit. The real problems would coma wtwn th� go�ernments ln London 
'; ' · ·- ' .. .. ,.  . 

and OtJulin sot abovt putting flesh on the bo�ei- of B IW1g:term 1tQrternent_ •✓,v.hicti would have to 
'·. ... 

satisfy both Unionl$ts and Nationalists. Wc!II, that':s. btgi_n('.lit::'g to hopr,en �rnd it is provino diffic.uJt. 
A docL1ment which Tl'I, Times has got hold. of sp�aks ,M a 'joint north•sout� authority with .r�al 
executive powtirs' lnc,loding the ri'1tl\ to deal directly �Ith, Brussels. On this P{O�raml"l'.'le an hour 
ago, David Tri�ble bf the Ulster Unionists said that_if t�t\�what Is being considered, his party\�1i1

take no further part ln the. PHCe procof\�. He -�iso. watne� the party's MPs at Westl'l�irister would 
\, ,. . .. . : . .., . . 

no longer be able t6 support the Govottl!n()nt. Well, wlth m'e is the Northern ll�elAr)d Sttcretaty, Sir 
II 

., • • /
I 

•• \'.:.•, 
'• • ! 

Patrick Mayhew. · · · 

Sir Patrick, good morning,_ 

Sir PATRiCK MAYHEW: Secretary of �tate_.for .... NOJJhern Ireland
, 

,l, •t•• , . � • • 

Good morning. 

JOHN HUMPHRYS: 

Is the document authentfc? 

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW:

I recognise some language from a ne�◊11atlng doe.ument which is not a.greed: vy})at I don't 
. . . -: ·'-�,I(.''.',, •' 

recognise andhe conclusions that the newspal)e.{drawi. ·r=or txemple, The 7j'm�s lcJdt its story 
• I • • • • 

with \h<' wi;rds 'th8t 'the British and Irish governm&nts.·h•v• draw11 up a document that bring, tl'lt
pror.pcct of � united lr<Sland closer than it has been ;t any time sinte partit.ipr1 in 1 ��O', Thet't

\ . ,, 

absolvte rubbish. It_ hasn't brou�ht It one inch clo�or. That ·_Question is governed bv tho Downing 

Stre�t Declaration of a ye,r ego end consent of the p.eoplo living in Northwi;i l,r.el,rnd, is what Is 

, 
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THr. e,�(.)Al)CAST MONIT(')f";!)NG COMPANY nnOA(')C/\ST REPOHT 
- ··- ..... , ... .-_ ..... , ...... ·--- .................. __ .... . 

INTERVIEW: SIR PATRICK MA. YHEW 

l•row••rn••·: TOC>A Y 
Slbllt>" 8&C P.Al>IO 4 
t>u1,· 01,0?.9S 

li,11i:i 08; 10 

goinA to <fotMinino whcthor people swv within the'-1�1) or jpin VP with a lJ('ltC!C. lre!and, So thnl's . !: !., .. ,.\/ 

absolutely wrong. --�, 

JOHN HUMPHRYS: 

But forr,iet Th�· Times' own interpretation, look at what Th�. Times says is/p ��-� document -�i��t. 
you say, you ,ecognlse. 

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW: 

I recognise 1snguage plucked from a document wJ:iieh goes over 23 pages<-�M ,something Ilk� 56 
' •,· . ..  : 

clause� or par&graphs in its last negotiatinr,i draft. J3ut -1',)'l. i-lmply not going,•.¥> get inro discussion 
of what II tlraft document vet to l>o agruod says or.m•Y. say or does not say. It'$ absolutely . . . 

:'··· . 
impossible in a very difficult, very dt!licate and pretty clan,gerovs nGgoti�tion W> havo fhis kind of 

• : • '• .I • •'1 

thing suddenly leako(j �ncl then be asked to �AV, wo,11, is �.e.t right Jrld is that riQht? It's a balan.ced
and careful and delicate document that w_�'re 1rylng to. put togothtr a.r� 1; d I like ,o have an
onr>Ntunitv to explain what It'$ all about. We, the two,oo-v.�rnments, aro doiqg this btcauu party 
lc�dtrs asked us to sGt out whait the governnwn�' sh,r.e� understandinQ or b�ttorn liM might be, 

.',:,. '• > • .. ,. '. �- • 

in order th(lt we might be able to help them get that ro1,1n� 1PO table again. They sat round the tablo. ' ··. � ' , ' 

fN &bout six months in 199?., We think that's terribly l,"'i;,ortam bee a us� .. we think that far and 
tw�y the bast means of helpino tho people of �orthern lr,�l��d gat rid of this ·ohr,onic instability that 
has plJQutd their lives is for th& P8rtl()s to get round 1ha tablo etnd talk-cl'i'id wotk out I joint 
compromise solution, f settlement. Now we are ••iming to help them do tlla.t by wh,t's corn• to 

. . �:� � ··.· 

be c!,\llod t1 'iramework document'. Thot can't be lmP.O.se9, wt'vtt said that �O tlmos. It vvill b•. 
offettti to the parties, Is what wlll hAPP<H1. The p•rties :(v".JII, wo trust, i;;lt do1Nn and �t ltHt discuss,. ,_; 

.
the ideas; then we hope they'll cornc to an igree,:nent. Tbot agreement will then hov.o to be put . 

. 
' '· 1,, ' . . 

in a referendum to the people. So the notion that this Is ,s_q�,thing being im�osod, this is some now 
' ' 

. .  . . .,._ 
joint doclaratlon or, let atone Anglo·lrish 3Qr♦E>l'M"t, ls.,��t>lute ·rubbish. 

2 
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r:H�OADCAST REro-�. 
Tu. 0171•247 1106 FAX: 01·11.3-,71;,103 

,IN1LIW1tW: SIR PATRICK MAYHEW 

·r,1·,?ri:ili·.-,1,,c, · f
> TOO_>,,Y ..

St•.ir.on RB�f\AblO 4 
D1•\o • 01,02.ss 
'fiM� 08) ,o

JOHN HUMPl;IRYS: . . .. 

Bu\ you would ,accept th�t wh�t is contained in the docurnent is fundamcntc1lly cSifflmmt to so� 
, :i; ::�!'�-�-·. . '·"

t , . ...  , 1 . • •�· 

·of the thi11QS t�.�t had blten talked about i" the p�st? 
y 

. . 

Sir PATRIQK MAYijEW: . 
' . .  -�. ,;·, 

No. I don't think 1 do. 
·. '·,,, 

,· 

JOHN HUMP�RYS: 
Well, ttw U!J�or Unionist� w�ry, very clearly do, You tioard D�vid Trimble on this p<ogrammo. H&

•: ,• ' 
I, 

said, 'As 1,ras w<!'ro concerned, \l�lr..ls tho "uthtntie document. It reprosents th� position of 
•• • I 

where th�· documel;lt i$ at th8 rnorna11t and It I�· a �all-out.' , ,. ..l . '·. : 

Sir PlTRICK MAYHEW: ,, '·I '·{· 

Wall now, look; th� fuss Is �bout $0 for 3S I-have heard, the fuss is about what .ta said to,be in 
. )·· ;, 

. 
"·�: 

t1aln for nQrth-�uth institutions. working b•��H.n north and south. iM 1',inlst�r of .s,t,te, Michae{
Ancram,ln Clu.estion Tima a fortnight sop, or the_reebouts, said what we are propo�I.�;\ wlll lnch,1d-e
provision for a north-south body with. executive power but look to see v�here \t, dorlvos Its 
authority, look to see to whom it will be accountable and that is the point. 1 mean .. , 

JOl◄N HUMPHRYS: ' �-

Well,. it will be ac00.untebte to a Northtrn Ireland Autmbly.. . . 
��! ·,. . 

Sir PATRifK MA�HEf( 
Woll, c.iin I jUM • ves oenainly. Now can. I Just s�y this ...

,•, (. ·?·

JOHN HUMPH.RYS: � 
But - but, but, �ut - lt"�lll bo able to report directly, be able to deal diro0tlv wilh �us�ols 81)d 
accorolr,u to Mr, irlmble·'.ihis mornlnQ th� Northern lrclend A�sembly must tak� part, not may takt ., ·'· 
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Tr-;r- BROAC}<,;A�T MONl''rC.>RING COMFl'ANY
'�-----------···•---·· '. . ---···· ·· ···· " 

p:irti llVt mvst t�l<�_part: but>nn r.nn imcrvc'�e, Dublir, ct'n go to you in Lof'"tdon anq say,. we'm no� 
·• -· .•. I "· · . • 

s,1tl,tfi�d with v'Jhat�·s h:lppP11i1111 hero, <1�d therefore Dublh, will hvld tl:lti whip band, 
, 

• I ·, .��r •� • t, • . . . , :_; 

Sir PATR�.fK MAJHEW: 

. You'r<-! trying ... 

: i' 
JO.HN H�.M.f�RY;S: 

That is his lnilrpretetion. � ·, "· . . . 

sir PATArck ·MAYHEW:

... you're t(ylng_ tC> �et l"f'.I� to get into a discussion of detalls of Jn extremely length\', cielicate and 
.. :�{: :;;: ;;\_ ' 

.4 . \' ' 

balanced �egoti,etlntl document whi<:h '1s· �Ot �g_reed between iht P•rtits and I'm. simply not ,;oil"lg 
•· f,• ', ' I 

to do thJt. ,,. 

JOHN HUMJ;>HRYS: 
. :,· .:�� _:'.,· 

WeU; can 1:., · · 

Sir PATRICK MA¥HEW; . . 
--�:· .. 

I'd just'tike .... 

JOHN HU�P�Y�? 
If I may just follow UP. that small point ... 

_: . .,., . -:-

Sir PATRtCK MA'.'(H�W: 
-·� .. · '1· .\• 

... l'djust lik'lno ny.thl� ... 
. ..- :1'" .. ,. 

JOH� HU,IVl��RY:�: 
Welt, g·o aheatt 

: . . ' 
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. .. ______ .. -- •·•·-· ---····· ·- .. -.._..__ ... �• ,,. •-"· . --•-----•·•-•-_......., 
TLI.. 0171-247 1 lf'IE: FAX: 01'11-377 610� 

IN'frJWltW; SIR PA1i\10K MAYHEW 
f>11,(liifmrnu. �- TOb.AY 
SH111ol'I BBC, ��010 4 

r;u•.\, :o, .0,-,9S 
·1 ,...,� oa :1�� 

Sir PATRICK MA'(H.EW: 
. ' ·--r-

... b�cnusc it's}uitc i,orlant, the cor,tc:xt is all lmoortant. I'm going to il:!s� rc"'!.i�d�you t woll, .. 
pcrh_pps it_ won•� be rc!I,ilndinQ you, of COllt'S(l you won't helve had It In mind 

JOHN HUMPHRYS: 
., ' ·;-

. 

Go on. 

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW:
·\ l� . 

. . but 1 SJ'>Oko to ,ho Of.ango l<.>cige in Comber in August and I said It is quite a difftrent n1attcr to. '·· ' 

exM�lne, a� we dld)n�\he 1991 talk�, w•iiys in which, without lrnpin'1inQ on sove(ei�nty, ,scmt 
nort�-solith body tha_t would enable C6rrn"rH)n cause to be made in are,s of cornrnon interest to th.e 
general good of both parts of tho l�l�rrd of Ireland. Then I went on to s�v • Mr Trin,ble was quo1&d

., '::· . ·• 

in the press In July as S!lYlng, and I quoted - If executive functions are confined to purely p(actical;i 
.,•,. • I I . . . 

11ti11gs whith •.re genulf'lely beneficial 10 both1sidBs, thet'& fine. So ,here ,s no mystery abovt this 
I • ':, 

• .; < � 

iciN that in a smal!),sl�_n_d like Northern Ireland th3t it may mako t:ense in c.crtairi areas to .makt-
· .• • ,. . ., '1.·,. 

. 

cornrnon cau�e.where there's common interest. The question Is whtthcn you.oo about that and you
l f •. 

propose to do that In a, way which iQ?pinges on sovereignty or Qives Joint authority over Northern
: ..... ,. �. -

Ireland to the Irish Government and with the British . . • ., �!- . 

JOHN HUMPAFIYS: 
�ut thEI r<:i:Jllty I$, es fa� 11� • this is. torribly Important - as far as you're. concorntci and tht. 

Gov�rnrnent ision�erned, M( Trimble and his party, many in his party rega,d thi$ a�:a n!l•out • 
.i"l ' . � ,. . 

'completely u��cceptab_le' were tho words that he used this morning. If 4t is cndQfied by tht,1 . . . ,i,, . . 
:.·. ,, 

Government, he said, 'We will not ab_le to proceed to the inter-party talks' • in other words, tht. 
. · .. - . . . �

whole peace process is derailed. More importantly perhaps, from a political point c,f vitw in ont 
·, 

. ' . 

sonse for Mr Major, 'We would no longor bt tble � support this Governme(l_t'.
,:\ .. 

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/21 

6 



FROM 
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·-- -····-..... - ·  .. . -----·-· .... ____ ... 

P. 6

TLl . OJ 71 •247 I 166 F'AX.: 0171 -377 6103 -·•"'•-•••--N•-•• , .... 

INTE�VJCW; sm PATAICK �-YHtW1-'roQhlrn,nu ': l<>OAr-:r.: 
Steto9h : !BC K�o,o 4 
oeu, oi '.o,:�s Tim,i. 08:1 o::� 

',I} 

Sir PA lRl�K Mf\YHE�:
Well.' you're pu�_ti11� �II '$i this in kcrn�� of 11:lc; linderstanding whlch YOtJ clttim ex_ists bet weeo th.eNorthNn rr,�tand.,, 

J.OHN HUMP�RXS:
No, no, I'm n.ot:ma�ing any claims, Sir Patrick. What I'm dolr1p is I'm ropqrting DavJd Trln)ple'i. ' . . 

... 
intt1rprotation of this documont. .. 

. .... 

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW: 
Yes, woll, I under•�nd,'1,t .. , 

f 

JOH� HUMP�RYS: 
Y Pu tell mri that ho ilCCOPts It, but whnt. he saJ.d very• cleilrly on this programn:,.c thi�. rnor,iitig Is that•,' ·.'. 

' � :' 
• , '•· :' ',<,' ' 

he doesn't. 

Sir PATRICK MAYHEW: ·, ·.; ... . � � Well, what r am lookl(lgt for is " littlP. steadiness, a little cairn. The people of Northern Ireland,
' , ' 

' diSP<H clttly w,nt the our��nt p&ace to continue, thay want to see a settlement. My judge":l•nt Is.that they want to see th�ir politicians talking. They support · I get this over aM over again: tneysupport the process which is going on, the discussions that are going, on between the 1rlsh� .. 1,1 

•• 

Government Md the Britlth Government .. What I think they will be dismave.d �Y is r�_�dom ,,,kingof a kind which has beer1 h

described On your programme this morning as a 'bJ1tlo o( tho leakg' � one 
," <· '.' ' 

'. --� .•.• ' day it's this, one day it's'the next• because It is calculated to stir up anxieties·which are never t,r;,
·,· . ',' 

' .  ... ' 
below the surfaee, to s�ir' up fears, to stir vp exeit•bllity, and it is not a way in which you can do.

. � ,. 
. business. No,yv-wh,t I w,nt, Juit to �mpt,asise la wh&t tht Prime Mlnitt9r hts snid time{ and �gain:this '1, no1 pt��_oted -, o b� :Jmuo••d , it can't be lmp0sed. This io • omtthlno ,whl<>h I, not oointi to

. 

·\ 

be proposed to give �vthority ovor North9rn lrtt,nd to 1ho lri&h Gov&rnmtnt ... . . .� 

6 
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INll'.t1V1EW: OIR PATRl�K MAVHEW 

Pr<>1l'ii1\·,rno . :'• i'ooA\.
S1111,,·,n BBC R1ADIO 4 
Dnt� 01 .o}..g� 
1,n111 08:\0 · ,.·. 

JOHN HUfVIPHRY.S: 

02.01.1995 10:31 P. 7

: ._. . . .... . l ,;,.
Ah well, you see, he s�i�. Mr Majo1 �llld.Jhere ate no propo!.als, There are 09i110 \0 b! hO i,ropo��-!S

. .;·· '')� 
. .... 

in this doeunient for Joint authority, ·. '• '}· 

Sir PAf�l-�K MA¥�W: 
·;· 

No. he didn't.,, 

JOHN HUMP�RYS:, - . ;� . . . 

Well, this envistt,gc� � joint eiuthority. 
. _. : :•;·'. :. � 

Sir P�TRICK MAYHi;W: 
., -� ,.._:. 

No, no, that is;.not �"- &ccurate quotation. What he has said is that there i!; 1,0 p(oposal that the 
., < ·,. .• .. 

'-ltt ... ···� :' _,. 

hish ,Government slia9�have joint aut.horitv with the 8ritish Government oveir f}.!Mt�,rr lreltind. . : � ·,: ·:· ., . •:, 

J.OHN HUMt>MRYS:

Oh w0!1, that's.-.a di�t!.9ctlon without.�, difference!
; .. 

Sir P.ATAICK MAYH�W� 
. .·. 

. 
1:; 

No, lndeod lt's'n<>t• It i� t very lrnport�(1t dl&tlnction because, as t'v& said bofoto, I s.alo In A�gust 
what I've just iimlnde� vou of. Mich�et Ahcram said In the House of Commons the other day that __ , 

I . :'. I., 

lt 

we wlll be pr�posing_ ln this document • I don't know whether it will bo agreed : we will bt 
j. ' '•, . . ' 

proposi,,o ·arrat1gtm11'1J� whorebv common cause can be made, north ;and ,outh, where It make&
. • C' I, ' • • ' • 

�ense. Heaven's. sake; that's been d�ne since 1952 in something callod the F�yle Fisheries 
. . . . -�{. 

.• . ' . . •'' 

Authority which the .Stormont regime put up. I mean, of oourM It makes sense. The way you've·: �·· . {r ;, .. , •... . 
got ... what met1err; is �ether it impi�g�s upon sovereignty. Don't tell rne ttiat �he StormoM r,oim� 

.�. : � '• ' ,4 

intoncJ<?d to give lrel&l?,:9, the Republic of lr•land. A6m(I say over Northe-rn Ireland genertally or to 
impinge upon the ���oi.elgntv of the.United Kingdom in Northern Ireland. Of course 'It didn't, So I'm• I t4� ': . I I 

calling for a littl� calm 0nd l'n'I c�lllng for_ people to recall what the Prime Minis1er has said time anQ 
\; .. .. 
' 

< 

7 
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BROADCAST Rl:.P<'.'>F-''• 
·--·--- · ·----

INTE_IMEW: �•R P�TRl,?K �vutw 
fro11rhmrno : 100� : 
Stut,o,, : uc t\Abto 4 
Doi!> o, .ol'9s 
Tir,,t, 08:kf, 

tir-no aoair\, 81'ldJ'm .ca_,�Q 1.1pon po�plc.- to romornb�r that tho�<: imi prvpQ$�1� to. be of.)�red �o the .. 
parties. · M more. Thi.s.·i�n•t a Downing Street D<:�lorotion which is set. ki stone the moment .. . 

' :\. ·. . ,. 
,; -'I anything is signed. It's going to bri offered to the p:,rtins. Thoy C�h �ccept it they can rt,Joct it, 

.· ''4 ., � -g . . 

thry cain adap(h, b�1t af least we hopo th�y will sit down arid discuss tht 1de<1�; that.are in _it. I • 
f. . • ;; •· ' • . 

. --� \ ;, 
. .• ' 

don·t think. thcit' s vo_ry much to ask arid ,in tho r'r'lt,trntime I do think It is rMton.:lble to as'k for b little
oalrn �nd l�t �j-�;)it and ·see what is yoing to be off Neid, If indeed we can •. �.Qit>o what to offer ,t,

,,, .· .. ' 

all. 

JOHN HUMPHRYS: 
• •  • 

I 
n 

Sir Patrick,. thark you V�ty 11wch. 
,, • : • � 

•I : • 
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