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1 Martin Williams has given us a briefing on today s
meeting. (You will have seen the statement issued
afterwards, which had been shown to SF and with which
they had no difficulty.) What he told us was based on a

fleeting conversation with the Secretary of State, who
had to leave Northern Ireland shortly afterwards.

oF There had been problems in setting up the meeting, which
had been set up at short notice. There was no publicity
surrounding the arrival and departure of Adams and
McGuinness, which Williams interpreted as showing that SF
were not using the meeting for publicity purposes. e
lasted zbout one and a half hours.

e Williams described the meeting in positive terms ( the
most useful we ve had ) and as having been worth doing.
The Sinn Fein side put forward a constructive proposal.
He was unable to say what it was, pleading the brevity of
his conversation with the SoS. The proposal was couched
in deliberately broad terms. SF said that they accepted
that their weapons at some stage would have to be taken
to one place and destroyed and that this would have to be
subject to verification. However, they saw no particular
merit in the international commission idea. The SoS s
response to the SF proposal was that he would consider it
and talk to others

4. Williams was unable to say to what extent the SF proposal
was teased out at the meeting. He saw it as encouraging
that SF had spoken so openly as they had about
decommissioning and effective verification.

SE According to Williams, SF felt vulnerable and that their
credibility was at stake.

© NA|/TAO|S/2021/O97/01



5] S8Lm 739 0)(0] 1 Wl

)
N

-t S
Sinn Féin

...news release/nuacht riiteas...

For immediate releaze
27 July 1995

SINN FEIN CONFIRMS MEETING WITH BRITTSH GOVERNMENT

Sinn Fein President, Gerry Adams and Ard Chombhairle member, Martin
McGuinness met with British Ministers, Patrick Mayvhew and Michael
Ancram today in Belfast. The meeting lasted one and a half hours.
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QOVERNMENT 3TATEMENT

The Secretary of State for Norrthern Ireland, Sir Patric¢k Mayhew
CC MP, accompanied by Michael Ancram MF, held & meeting with M
Adams and Mr McoQuainnese of Sinn Fein tiis morning.

Srocess Ln -he Light of racent 2vant3. Discuasions ccvered

puzce

wide range of iasues.

o

Both w.des agreed the meating had baen constructive and agraadi to
reflacst on wnethar further such meetings might be appropria:e.

© NAI/TAQOIS/2021/097/01

ey T T Y O O ¥ N




	2021_97_1
	Binder13.ocr.r
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0032
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0033
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0034


