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__Information Service

4 September 1953
US CONGRESSIONAL VISIT: 80S LUNCREON

The Sacretary of State, Rt Hon Peter Brooke MP, today hoeted-a
luncheen at Hilllborough Castle for membars of a Us Congrassional
delegation who are visiting Northern Irelanq,

Welcoming the delegation, led by the Hon Thomas Foley, Speaker of
the U8 Houee of Ropresontativoa, the Secretary of gtate said the
viait would not only contribute to Jreatar Amervrican understanding eof
the Northern Ireland situation but would atrengthen tha linka forged
between the Prevince and the UsaA cver many generations.

Referring to the recent Stormont talks, Mr Brooke told the
delegation that the conclueion of the talks on 3 July was not the
end of the story, 'Ne said: "There is unfinimhed bueiness to
transact. We have a valuable bagis for further dialogue and 1} an
deternined to explera with the others concerned the acope for
buildiag upen it."

Ooutlining the Security situaticn, the Secretary of state said recant
events in Newry ana tne outrage so Clearly expreesed by the pecple
of the Cooley area at the murder of Thomas Oliver, showed that
PIRA’s hypecrisy deceived no sne. He said: "qhe overvhelming
majority of People here reject viclence and went Justice dispensed
falrly ana impartially, and not by kangaroco courta. Thie gives me
great hope for the future; and deternination to do all I ean to vork
for that future to be peaceful, Prosperous and juat."
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Referring to last night’s firebomb attacks on six atores in the
Belfast araea, %ha Saecretary of 8State told the American visitors that
ehe IRA wae conducting “a campaign of job dastruction®.

"Initial repcrts indicate that a large number of jobs may have been
last and that the damage will cost hundreds of thousands o¢ pounda
to repair," said Mr Brooka.

"Organisaticna like the Irish Naticnal Caucus in the US are
advocating the MacBride Principles end urging a boycott of Ford oars
with the declared aim of achiaving Fair Employment in Northarn
Iraland. It {s a great irony that they do not commant on ths
Provisional IRA - wno are hell hent on destraying jobs. This can
only be seen as an attack on wnarking paopla, both Catholic and
Proteetant."

The Becrotary of 3tate also told Speaker Foley that he was disguated
by the latest sectarian murder ¢f a young Catholic, Mr Seamus
Sullivan, by loyalists in Belfaat yestaerday eveniny. This was juat
killing for the 9ake of it and is abhorred by virtually the entire
community,

"All decant pecple muat speak cut to ahow the killars on both aides
that they have rothing to offer the ordinary pesople and they have no
placa {n a decant society. They should be ostrocised."

S
Referring to the International Fund for Ireland, My Brooke saeidi
"The Fund hae bhecome a moet signirficant catalyat for econemic and
social change in Northarn Ilreland. It has fostered & sense of
confidenca and mutual understanding in communitiee where little or
none may have existed before. I am very pleasad to have the
opportunity today to thank you 2ll personally for your continuing
intereat and strong support for the Fund,"

Mr Brooke added: "Not only does the Fund provide aignificant
[inancial suppert, it also sends the important aignal, to those
working on individual projects at grass roota level, that their
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efforts do not go unnoticed but are recognised and valued in the
wider world - partiocularly {n the United Statss where there are
pecple in high places whe do care, and who want, even at a distance,

to be part of the process of healing.

"Tha unwavering commitment of the Friends of Ireland, and
particularly of you, Mr Spaaker, both to the Fund and to the pursuit
of non=violent democratic politiea in Northern Ireland, is very much
appreviated by 2ll of us engaged in werking towards a more peaceful

and prosperousa future.®
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