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Mr, De�nct Gall�Jh�,. 
Assistant Secretnr� 
Anglo-Irish Section 
Department Qf Fore,i,:n Affuirs, 
Dublin, 

Dellr Dermot, 

{. 

Sir Sinian Stepnen ha� �ske� me to pass on the following 
letter• (original■ in nc:heiiuleJ, tQ �fr, Gerard Collin" r,o: 
�inister for Forci�n Aftairs, 

The P. S included in r.he .Joint .Letter to our �1111ister and the 
;seerei:sr:v nf St.a.t,e prnc·c >•d .. d my briefin!I uf Sir '.\ini1tn on the 

V 
basis Qf what Anne An,:t, r11on tolu me, He' r11malns, as ''"'"'-'1, 
tota.11�· will.in« to cnmµl�· 1;·1tti nn�- timt•frnme <-meqqng in' his 

_designated role aa 1�h1.1h"n"'11 ,,r th..- secon,J stl'a1H1 1·.n1k,., 

G•orgc Thompson ha� nat,rally bee,n in cuntact en4uirini about 
his poRiticn, t wo .. 1,1 l'IP!.><'l'CLate ur\(e,titb· an)· >(Utdance :vuu 
can lli"e me on hi1o r11lto i11 the interim ue,twe"n now and 
September. 

Heg,.rds. 

Yours sincl're.1,;v, 

• .. Ql�t�
Martin Burke, 
Ambassador, 
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THE RT HUN SU< NlN1A1' STl::.!'H.t:.N 

. ..• AK, OCMO, ocvo, Kaa 

4th July, UU 

Mr, Gerard Collin•, T,O,, 
Mini•t•r for Foreiqn Affair■, 

062733741➔ 

OffLa• gf �h• Mi�i•�•r tor roraign Affair•, 
CUBLIN 2, 
iULAND 

353 1 754505;� 2 

4 n-ca1ury Plaee, 

Melbourne, VIC, 3002 
Phone: 655 26-46 
Phone: 655 2''3 
Fu: 6,o 9073 

Thank you for yotr letter of 211t June, which I received at 
th• ■ame time a■ I did the joint letter from you and Peter 
Brook• of 2l■t Jtne, You will no doubt be receiving my reply 
to the latter at the ••m• time a■ you receive thi■, 

I regard it a great honour that your Government ■houl� invite 
ma to chair Strar.d Two ot the round-table talk•. I have told 
Mr. Gallagher the.t the propoHd term■ ot appointment, u 
di1cu■■ed with me,, ar• entirely 1ati■fa0tory, 

I thank the Taoi1:each for hi■ good wishes and join him in 
hoping that thi■ a■■ignment may·prove to be ■ucce■■ful in it• 
outcome. 

Sincerely 

P,S, The pout■cript to my reply to the joint letter i■, 
of cou::••, equally aplicable to thia letter, 

,, 
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THE RT HON SIR NINIAN STEPHF.N
. • AK, OCMO, ac:vo, K88

4th July, 1991 

To: The secreta:y of State for 
Northern Ir,land 

and The Mini1t,r for Foreign Affairs, 

G•ntlemen, 

062733741➔ 
353 1 754505;� 3 

• ne11ury Place,
Melbourne, VIC, 3002
Phone: 6$$ 26'6 
Phone: 6'J 2'JJ
Pu: 6'09073

·- 1!-�lf'7. ,4,-a::..;, •• 'I'han.lc you for yoL.r joint letter of :al•t June, which w111 
handed to me in t.he courae of my 111eetinq in Melbourne with 
senio-' otficiala, Mr, Chilcot and Mr, Galla9hez·, 

May I 11ay, at tho out■et, how honoured I am to be a1Jced by 
your Government■ to chair the Strand Two TalJc1. Al a reault 
of the very helpi!ul d1■0u11ion1 held with MeHrs. ChUcot and 
Gallagher, I now better under1tand the proce1s propo1ed and 
my intended role in that proce11. 

I have read the l�rocedural Guidelin-■ for the Chairman of 
Strand Two, toqe·�her with the document on Secretarial 
arranqement1. T:,ey appear to call for no comment from me 
other than to ••·r that I 1ee no difficulty in operating in 
accordance with ·cheir tenor. 

Al you will have heard, Mr, George Thompaon, seconded from 
Au1tralia'1 Department of Prime Miniater and Cabinet, will 
act a• my Privett Secretary. 

I appreciate how difficult it is to provide any preciaa 
comaencement aate, let alone predict tho duration, of my 
involv ... nt •• Chairman. That ahould not, howaver, oooaaion 
any Cl1ff1ouley, Th• ·Au•t�•lJ.anlaovernm•nt." hae"ac;Jreed·•:-.�•--· 
tuporarily to �•lea•• me from my dutie1 •• Alak>a1■ador •• and 
when required and I can mak• 1ati1factory 11rran9ament■ 10 far 
•• concern my other co111111itment■, Accordingly, I will be
available on 1hcrt notice,

My pre1ent undez1tanding 11 that, although it 1■ ■till 
conceivable that I might be required for a 1hort time towards 
the end of July, it i1 • good deal more likely that it will 
not be until abc,ut the ■econd w .. lt of September that I will 
be needed, al■o that it will be desirable that I ■hould 
arrive in the U,X. a full week before strand Two di1ou■1ion1 
begin, 
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I hav• diacuaa•d matter• of remuneration, accommodation, 
travel, eecurity and the like with Meaar■, Chilcot and 
Gallagher and all thut hH bHn propo■ed by them 1• entirely 
eati■factory, 

t very much look forfard both to meeting you and to taking 
·part in thi• hiatori:_proc•••.that you have ••t in train •

.. • , I II W,:t'Wwf'II<;,.

sincerely, 

P,S, I have, overnight, heard the new• of the ondin9 of th• 
Strand on• tal)a, I hav• al■o received a copy ot the 
Secretary of State•• Statement in the Hou••• 

This outcome m\.et be an acute di■appoint111ent to those 
who have workecl ■o hard to achieve th• progr••• mad• ■o 
far and who, ol! cour••• hoped that progreu would mature 
into la■t1nq auhievement. 

Should IU, •rook•'• hope that tal'k■ can be re■U111•d in 
the future b• :�eali■ed, :i:, of cour■e, ■tand ready-.,�o be 
of-auch

J.
■enic•t u 1 mi9ht

._
be�thou9ht uHful. Howev'er, I 

a a ha tltutu�•�•.1,m&y.�n•c•Hi tat•
"-� �f_t• 

n1'8flll��--that1i h1 therto�.;,: 
aon�lated1"'tin'-•nYlfe••n't'$the1paatttortnight'h•• 
pftYided IN with fa■cinatinq, if a■ yet ■upert101a1, • 
inalqht into t�• probl■m• of Northern Ireland. 

Copy to th• Rt, Hon. Peter Brooke 

Copy to Mr. Gerard Collin■ 'I'D 
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