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POUT1CM DEVElOPMENT N N0R1lERN IRELAND

BROOK&· STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE OF COl■IONS

1. Mr Speaker, I am pleased to be able to Inform the HouH that. follow'"9
extensive discussions with the main conatltutlonal political pai1lee In Northern
Ireland - the Alliance Party of Northern Ireland, the Social Democratic and Labour
Party, the Ulster Democratic Unionist Party and the Ulater Unlonlat Part,-- ano
with the Irish Government. a basis for formal polltlcal talks now exlatL. I frankly
acknowledge to the House that this would not have been poaalble without..,_.
goodwill and determination of the Northern Ireland partlea and the he• MCt
constructive approach taken by the lrlah Government The stated poellfons of a/E:­
these parties are well known. Her Majesty's Government reafltm8 fta.poaitloB- ::...":'"
that Northern Ireland's present status aa a part of the United KJ� W.-nol f ,: •
change without the consent of a majority of ftl peopl« -:��..;:._ :; ,-: ·-:. _.-,,,. 

2. The endeavour on which we have all agreed to embark Is an amlatllu
We are setting out to achieve a new beginning for relatlonahfpe. wllHn- �
Ireland, within the Island of Ireland and between the peopfet of theN �:.;... .

... �,L... 

White a successful outcome cannot be guaranteed In advance, I am��'
that all the potential partldpanta ara commlttad to a forwant-looklng_ancl;. ·.-_
constructive approach. For their part. the two signatories of the Anglo-ktsh
A\'eement - the Brtt1ah and rrtah Governments - have made clear that they would'
be prepared to consider a new- and more broadly baaed agreement or structunt It
such an arrangement can be an1ved. at through direct dlSCUSlfon and negotiation
between al of the pa,tfN conc:eme4;

" ,1.itJ .-

3;. Tc. ...,.-.,; opportunitJ fw such a wldw pofltlcal dialogue the two­
Governments have-agreed not to hold a meeting_ of the Anglo-lrtsb Conference
between two pre-epecifl9d datN� All of the parties concerned will make use ot
this Interval for Intensive discussions-to seek the new and more bn>Jidlt based
agreement which l have Jutt describe«'

� Aa the Conference wllf not be meeting between the specified datet tha
Secretariat at Maryffeld will ac:cordlngfy not be required for that period to
dl8charge Its normal rol•of servtcfng Confenmce meetings provided for In Artlcf•
3 of the Agreement.,
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5. It Is accapted that dlacusaione nnm focus on three main relatlonahlpe: those
wlthln-Nodhem Ireland, Inducing the relatlonahtp between any new lnatttutlona
there and the Westminster Parliament; among the people of the Island of
Ireland; and between the two Governments. It la common ground between all
the parties that hope at achieving a new and more broadly baaed agreement
rests on finding a way to give adequate expression to the t9t&llty of the
relationships I have mentioned.

6. Talks will accordingly take place In three strands correapondlng respectively to
the three relationships. Some arrangement will be needed for llaJaon between the,
different strands of these complex dlacuaslone. All the Northern Ireland parties
wilt participate actively and directly In the North/South dlacuaalona. The Unlonlat
parties have made clear that they wish their participation In those talks to be
formally associated with my presence and that they will regard themselves as
members of the United Kingdom team. 0: -

7. It la accepted by all those Involved that. so aa to make fuD uae ot the lnteMII- -
between meetings of the Conference to achieve an overalt agreement aatlafactofy
to aN, It wlH be necessary to have launched alf three sets of dfecuaalona within
weeks of each other.

8. A first step towards getting related discussions under way In all three strands 
•Ill be the opening, aa soon as possible, of substantive talks between the partln
lrt Northern Ireland under my chairmanship. These will commence with a round of
bilateral meetings before �ng on, as soon as possible, Into pl_enary sessions.
It has been agreed by aR tfte'partlclpanta that before long, when, after
conaultatlort, l judge that an appropriate point has been reached, I will propose
formal'W,,ffiat_the other two strands should be launched. My judgement as to
timing wtit6e governed by the fact that all Involved have agreed that the three
sets of dlacuaalons will be under way within weeks of each other .

. ) 
9. The Internal talks, like the talks in the other strands, will follow a demanding
and Intensive schedule. In order to ensure a full airing of the issues, it will be
open to each at the parties to raise any aspect of these relationships Including
constitutional issues, or any other matter which It considers relevant. All
concerned have assured me that they
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will participate In good faith and wlN make every effort to achieve progress. 

10. It Is accepted by all the parties that nothing will be finally agreed In any

strand until everything Is agreed In the talks as a whole and that confidentiality will

be maintained thereunto. However, in the final analysis the outcome will need to

be acceptable to the people.
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Statem@pt by tha Gqyarqent 

on Ang1a::tri&h ¥@l.at;iow; 

na Govez:mnent ;u:e ert:r:emeJ.y pleased that a basis now exists for 

the launch of politic:a.l ta.l.ks toc\1Ssing on the totality of 

relation.sbips within a.nd between these islands. 

The commitment aJ:!.d �e:r:severance of all involved has kept the 

pz:oepeot of t·aJ.ks a.live over these past fourteen months. 'rhe 

Govexwnent pay t:r:ibute to the person al qualities of the Secretary 

of State for Northeni. Ireland, Mr. Brooke, and. also to the 

combination of realism and viaicn displaye4 by the political 

lea.da.rs in Northe.In Iz:e1.and. 

Without wishing to minimise the differences in positions, the 

Gove=en:t: bel.ieve the.:e is now a genuine sa:::ise o! coi:imon pu:pOSQ 

among all the pa..rtiai.pants. As the Secretary of State said. in 

the House o.f CommotIS today, we ara setting out to achieve a new 

be9inning for relationsbips within N'o:ther.i Ireland, witllin the 

island. of Ireland, and between the peoples of these islan�. 

This shared e.pp::eciat;ion of the nature and scope of the exercise 

und.oubtedl.y helps to 5tl:engthen the prospects of & positive 

outcome to ow; endeavouz:s. 
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Tb:oughout these past four.e•n months, the Gove=mant's conce= 

has been to establish the soundest possible basis tor talks and 

one wh.ieh would be conducive to a sueeess!u l outcome to the 

proeeaa. We sha1:ed the conviction that, w:iless th• structures 

were right, t he risk of f&ilw:a of the su?lstautive talks would be 

very high. rt is for this reason that the two covarrunQnts - and 

indeed tll the potential participants • have devoted so much ti�e 

and attention to seeking to put proper struct=ei. in place. 

'rhe Gove=ent are aeutaly coDSciow; that there is now a historic 

opportWlity for :both t:aditio:cs on this islan� Fol_lowing 

decades of mist:ust, agreement has been reached on the naad for 

wide-ranging dial:ogue, where the full. ran9"• of issues that di vid • 

and unite ou.r two communities can be exhaustively explored. With 

goodwill a:.d a. comtruct�v• approach all :::,u;id, there is 

potential. !o:r:• & q-.:.alit&tive leap fo::wa:d :.:c. our reh.t;:.onslli;,. 

Whatever the di!terencea in pe::spaetive, a.nd they undoul)te4l.y 

axist, all of u.s in Irela� shue the c:o=on objectives of peace, 

justice and prosperity for all our people. 

The Gover.merit look for..r&rd to a. sw:istant:.ve and vibrant dialogue 

wit!,. Nortb.er:i. politic:al l.eade:z:a, when we -.r..ll listen carefully to 

the views of all puticipa.nts while oont::.buti::lc; fully ou..-sel ves. 

Our unsitivity to Unionist conceru.s will go 1'..!.:d. in hand with a 
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to:th:ight expression of the val.uH and aspirations we sll.ue with 

�orthern uiiLtionalisti, We will seek to build for the futu.re 

while en.tw:i.�9' that we do not put at risk what has been achieved 

and sustained over recent yea.J:s. 

AJ:,ove all, i � is the Govermnent• s hope that this sense of a. new 

beg1.Illling wil!. help to signal the end of the strife that has 

bedevilled Northern Ireland for so long. With the political 

procesa now offe:iug- the opportunity of a new WiiLY to.rwa.rd, the 

futility and. irrelevance o! violence must increasingly ba 

apparent. -Tb.ose who continue to give their support to campaigns 

of violence thereby exclude themselves fro� this process; the 

pezmanent cessation of such sup�ort mWlt •=ely now be co:c.aidered 

by ell those who wish to pa.rtioipa.te i:i. the buildi.ig- o! a new, 

agreed J:rel.a.nd. 

Today's developments have brouqht ronewad hope to people 

throughout tb.is island. 'rhe Gova.=ent a.re embarking on this 

ambitious exercise ii:i a spirit of part:iership, fully sharing the 

det-=ina.tion of ·a.11 involved that our endeavours should prova 

worthy of ·the hopes invested in them.. 
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