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tROM JAMES �EE FOR COI RADIO TECHNICAL SERVICES 

TRANSCRIPT OP JOUiT PllBSS CONFERENCE 

GIVEN BY TliE PRIME MINISTER, MR. JOHN MAJOR, 

AND THB I Rl SH PP.I ME Kl NI STER. MR. HAUGHEY, 

IN DUBLIN 

ON 1fEDNBSDAY, 4 DBCEMBE� 1991 

TRANSClUtT B - (CON'l'lNUEO PROM TRANSCRIPT A) 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWB� (CONTD) 

(NO'l'B: 60MB QUESTIONS INAUDIBLE) 

QUESTION: 

You aay that you are rejecting any kind ot horse-trading; you 

alao say you want to see further movement be.to.re t:h•. treaty is • 

accepta�le to you. Doea that mean that you are now l••• 

optillli■tic of a settlement? 

PRIME MI NI STBP.: 

It was always going to be the case from t°h�· v�i:y �egii:ining that 

many of the things that I hope will form ·part ot the final 

settlement at Maaatrioht would not be agreed Jtitil .the Heads of 

Government got round the table. Until everything is agreed, a 

great deal will not be agreed. 'l'hat has alwa�s been the 

position. 
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'Nhat I said a moment ago about horse-trading 1• that it is a very 

simplittic way to conduct negotiations to say: •If you happen to 

make a concession her•, there must be a corresponding concession 

there!• That is not the way to conduct extremely complex 

negotiations of this sort where national interest• are at ,take 

across a whole range of issue,. 

We must take the negotiation• in the round. W• aust look at th•• 

and then we must �ak• a decision when the ne9otiation.s are 

completed as to whether the whole package collectively it in the 

interest• of Europe and in the interests of the United lin�doa. 

Let me make on• further point: there is no single country in the 

European Community who at the end of Tuesday if we reach an 

agreement will be absolutely satisfied with every aspect of that 

agreement. All of them will not l)Q. All of them will hav. 

something in that agreement that they for preference would not 

have had and we will all have to aake adju,tments1 1• the balance 

of the package right and i• it a package that we can go back and 

present to our individiaul domestic parlia�entt as a package we 

should sign up to? That 11 what we have to consider, looking at 

the whole thing collectively. 

QUESTION: 

Are you more or less optimistic that that can be achieved? 
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PR.I ME MI NI ST6�: 

I don't know yet whether it can be achieved. I have 1et out what 

I �lieve needs to be done in the House of Colllll(ona. Aa to whether 

it can be achieved, I will know that when w. hav. t.he discusaiona 

at Maaatricht - I can't make judgements of that in advance. 

What I have said consistently 1• that it i1 in the intareat• of 

!urope to get an agNement. That i1 not jiat •1 view; that 1• 

the view of every Minister who will actuallf be at.the Maa■trioht 

With that collective will, I would h@e we·oan nach 

agreement. 

MR. HAOOHBY: 

I can confira that the PriM Minister in ay eo�veil,ation with bia 

11 quite clear • that he wants an a9ree111ant in Maas.trioht and 10 d.o 

I - there is no doubt about that. 

QUSSTION: 

Could I ask you a question based on the eolllll1unique? Since 

believing things to be full of sweetneu and iig.ht, what did you 

disagree about? 

PR.IMS MINISTSll: 

That ia a new definition of optillliallll 
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M�. HAUGHEY: 

Unfortunately, Pri=e Minister, this ■an was heA with u• in Dublin 

for a long time and then he went over to London and he learned 

these bad habits. 

We don't a9ree on ev•rythiog. lfe have different priori tie• go.1;ii9 

to Maa1tricht naturally. We in Ireland, a a.all pui;heral 

country, have our own priorities and the thin99' t!ia:t ,,. will � 

looking for but, as the Prime Miniater pointed.O\lt, when agreeaent

is reached, as we· hope it will be, there will be thin9s that� 

will not be all that enamoured about but by ana l�J:'9'• ,re hope that 

the overall balance of the agreeaent will be 1:1) •�•�yl)ody-'s 

advantage. 

QUESTION: 

Do you agree on defence and the 1ooial charter? 

MR. HAUGHEY: 

Not fully, not totally. 

PRIMB MINI STER: 

There are very substantial areas of agreement.in:both those areas

but I don't think when one runs down the O<>mmunity that you find 

any two countries who would wholly and absolu�ely agree on each 

part of every aspect of that. '!'here is a b�a4 measure of 

agreement and of objective in many of those�•• but it would� 

very difficult to say one agreed with every dot and eomrna and I 
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think that is true even of those countries who traditionally hav• 

b•en closer together on individual iaauea. 

QOESTION: 

Mr. Haughey, did you get a legal binding co=nu.tment by the richer 

countries to increase the structural funds tor poorer countries 

fro• Mr. Maj or? 

PIUMB MINI$'l'lll: 

It 16 not in •Y gift .. 

MR. HAOGH£Y: 

It 1a not in hh gift. 

QUESTION: 

... the richer countries are opposed to binding iegal agree=ents:to 

increase structural funds ... you are all in favo�r 9f political 

statements .... 

MR. HAUGHEY: 

The shorthand we use there is •economic and social ooheaion• and 

10 far we have been able to have inserted in the treaty language a 

number of important principles which acknowledge the importance of 

economic and social cohesion and that cert.Jin stepa must be taken 

in regard to  it. 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/93/30 



Jt--11° It, :, LC.C. P.07 

• 
TR.ANSCRlPT 8 - PM/MR. HAUGHEY - JOINT PC - DUBLIN - 4 DBC 91 

- 6 -

In the Maaatricht discussions and negotiationa, '1o19 .will be looking 

for fir1ner guarantees as to the future of the iaplementation of 

the principles of economic and social cohesion but just as 

everything else, there is still a great deal of negotiation to 

take place. 

QUESTION: 

What was Mr. Major's view on the eoinaitment to binding ..... 

MR. HAUGHEY: 

Well I will answer for him. on that one. 

PlU MB MI N1 STER: 

I lllight say a word inyaelf too! 

MR. HAUGHEY: 

Because he kno'W11 that this is a matter of great importance and 

significance to Ireland, he will be as favourably· disposed as 

possible! (lau9hter) 

PRI MB MI NI STBR.: 

Perhaps I might add a word to that (laughter) We need to exalnine 

the details of what it means, how it would work and what can be 

done. I am perfectly content for us to look at the general 

principle of cohesion - I think it is quite wise for \IS to do so -

and I am perfectly content for us to agree at the Sununi t the areas 

that we should actually look at but these are decisions that will 
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•£feet not just beneficiary countriea, not juat the rel•tively 

rich countriea, but all the countries of the Collllllunity. 

We do actually need some solid facts, some Ioli� research, aome 

•olid background. We need to know what it affeota and how it 

affecta and in what time-scale and to what degree. -Kone of that 

is yet clear and it is for that reason that you can't .. ke binding_ 

agreement•. 

What I am perfectly prepared to say i• that I undeJ:Stand the 

concern that is felt in Ireland about that. I unders tand that 

very clearly and othor countries have the aaae feeling and I think 

it is right for u. to exanune the utter and make it clear that ,,. 

will examine it but we cannot reach conclusions on it until that 

examination is over, not in advance of that e.xamination. 

If one wants to get the wrong answer not juat for one country but 

for every country, then you start aaking oollU!litments Without 

having examined what those commitments might mean and for that 

reason 1 think we have to take this meaaure in detail when we have 

that information before us and when we have to discuss all the 

financial pera pecti ves, 

QUESTION: 

can I ask you please for your comments on the latest Frencn
proposal on thia that if there isn't agreement by 1996, then the
whole thing will go to majority voting by 1998?

©NAI/TSCH/2021/93/30 



' • . ... . 

-'!...:..: .. :· � . .. � . . . • • 

. 

PH/HJL HAUCH�y - JOI N'l' PC - OOStI N - 4 OEC 91- 8 -

PR! HB HI NI S'l'IR.:

I haven't •••n th• text ot enything the F••noh .. y have ••Oduoo4, 
A ••• •r•P<>•al •• on• •r •tber •••••• •t th• troa•y •••rge, ou• of
•••ry IS ••••••• •• •h• moment <rem ••••••••• •• ••••r. I h••••••
••en 1t. 

But noth.ing can •h•••• th• P04it1•n thot l •••• ••• •u• betoro on
•••••at• ••d ••••••ry Uni•n ••d th•· io th• P001ti•n ·h•• •he 
8ri•1•b Cov•rn.•nt ••• th, Britioh Parli••••• Will want to •••14• 
upen •• ••• timo Stage 3 loom, ••• he abl• •• 4•oid• •• •••• 
•itbout •o-••••t at that tin•. Tha• •••no .. n, .. •o know -
j••• •••• but ••••••r we go in•o ••• .. 3 •• •••• ••• ... •• •••
coauu taenta can change that. 

At t•rs• bluah, the rrench P<•P•••! ia not •••••••• .. , l •••• •o•
•Y••lt •••ainod •t, bu• •• any•••••• •••• •• poop1, ••••••• •hoy
wou14 90 forward by qualified .. jo•1ty vote, •• qu•l1'1o4 ••j•r•ty.

•o•• c•u14 •••• ••• ••••••• P•rli••••• •nd tbo ••••••• ••••rnoont 
in•• •••••"'• •nd ••••tary •ni•n W>l••• ••• >r•tiab Co•ernoent •nd
the Br1tiah Parlia�ent vished to 90 into it.

HR. HAOGHEY:

Our •••iti•n 1, •••t •• a•• diff•ran• from Gr••• Bri•un in •••• 
regar4 ••• •9Lin, •••• io beca••• •• • •••ll .. •••••••l ••••try w,
have • di.ft'erent set of Priorities. '•••ur •t ••••o"1e ••• ••••••ry ""'•• boeauo• •• be!ievo tha• it

We are Wholeheartedly in 1• '• th•s vay that •• can beot •••ura •ur econo"1c fu•ur•.
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We have be•n negotiating for 12 month• on the detail• of economic 

and monetary union and so far w• don't feel that at the end of th• 

day� will have any particular difficulty with what will emerge. 

QUESTION: 

In view of the recent ..... in London, will you us• that time 

...... to aasess the success or oth•rwise of ·Mr. B�ook••• 

initiative and decide on whether or not ...... . 

MR. HAUGH£Y1 

The Brooke initiative or the Brooke talk• are ongoing and of 

course the� will be intergoverrunental eonferenoes·to a••••• 

progreas in that r•gard. Our bilateral, twice-annual meeting• 

will be of a much wider 1co�; they will natui.illf r.v.iew 

progress made in regard to Secretary Brooke'• iiU.ti_�tive or any 

other matters in Northern Ireland but they w111· alao range over 

the totality of relationships between the two countries, 

QUESTION: 

Will you have to ......... from both govern111ent� working to 

prepare for that fiHt bilateral meeting? 

MR. HAUGHEY: 

That 1• the normal proees1, yes. 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/93/30 



1-. ,c-
. . ... 

P.11
TRANSCJUPT a - PM/Ma. !{AUCHEY - JOINT PC - OOBLIN • 4 0EC 91

- 10 • 

QUESTION: 

Can the Buropean Co=uru.ty tackle the problem of Northern Ireland.?
Ooea it have the scope for that? RecenUy, the European Office
in Brussels referred to ......... .

� HAOGHBY1 

I wouldn' t see the Colllllluni ty becollling involved in Anyth1n9 pux-.J.y
political but I do see the whole evolution of the Co11111un.it7 aa
havin9 an enonioua ia,pact on the affair• ot Norl:hern. Irelan4 and indeed the whole island of Ireland. In partioular,.the adffnt 9f the ain9le market, for 1n.tance, 11 bo\lnd to ha�• .major benet.t.cial_repercuaaione on the posaibilitiee for econoato··. cooperatio�
between the two parta of r reland and I al10 belleb that ••· Buroi,.moves closer to Nal union - to econolllic, monetary and politicalunion - that that general movement will ha-V:. a ·ben•ticial effecton the COlll■unity Nlationship, in Jforthern Inlan4. If all the

people in Burope, particularly the nation, of Burope·who in th•
past have been eneaiea and gone to war with each other, can now•ink their difference• in a new exciting and forward-looking European union, •urely that mu,t have a message tor all the peoplein Ireland and particularly in Northern Ireland.?

QUESTION: 
( 

(inaudible) 

PRIME MINISTER:
No. 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/93/30 . ·-----·-
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QUESTION: 

Taoia•ach, one question. How is it eompatibl• that )'OU aH a•lting 

in Maastrieht for moN political union but you are not prepared to 

accept that the BC be involved in political involvement in the 

ease of Northern Irel and? 

Mlt. KAUGHBY: 

I wa• asked about the Burop(lan Comaunity g-ettiJl,f involv•d 

political ly in Northern Ireland. 

poasibility of that no more than the community rill be 1nvolve4 in 

p olitical affain in D\lblin. 

PU ME NI WI S'l'BR: 

Co111a1on fonig-n policy 1• for the eo-unity to ooll•oti-vely wi• ita 

w•ight externally - that is what it does very aucce1sfully. 

JO.. HAUGHBYt 

I don't aee what th• contradiction is. 

QUESTION: 

You stressed the iaportanee of dialogue and ........ in Northern 

Ireland. I• it in any way a »easag-e also .......... . 

PR? ME MI NI STER.: 

The prospect of getting together and talking about.the 

difficulties that peopl� face seems to •• the only rational way to 

move towards areas of agreement. I believe in that prospect. :t 
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vant to reach agreement and I think • prop•r dial09Ue which 

•nables a bett•r unders1tandin9 of the podt:ion• of people vho aay

be quite sharply opposed on ,ome things is the only eredibl• and 

rational way to proceed so I do want to see •ucb a dial09"le. 

brought together partiH to talk - I think it ia Yholly adairal>le 

- and t think that principle ii on• that l>&an �ry wi�

application. 

QO.SSTIONt 

Th• O.puty of the ..... Peter Robinson said N04Ul.t.l:y that the 

Union no 1onger exi•ted in any recognisable fora an� t�t Britain 

was in fact •lowly puahing Morthern Ireland out of the Union. 

Would the Prime Mini•t•r like to co1U1ent on that? 

PlU MB MI NI S'l'BR: 

I 414n' t see the comment and I didn't •e• the cont:ext in whioh the 

comment was aade but the British position hu b�en perfectly clear 

for many years and it hasn't changed. 

QUBSTION: 

Prime Mini•ter, can I a,k you a question about·•eourity? 'l'he 

communiquG talks al>Qut the two governments building on a high 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/93/30 
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level of security cooperatio� One of your MPs, i•n Hinds, in 

Dublin with the British-Iri1h Parliamentary �ro\lp, did expres1 

ros•rvations about cross-border security and 1uggo1ted that 

failures on the southern side were costin9 live• in the north. 

What have you 9ot to say about that? 

PRIME MINIS'l'llli 

Tber• is 9004 cooperation between the security fo.rQN and I 

welcome that but \fe do know that the terrorists do·try and exploit 

the border - we have seen that over �any yea:n - and.what ·�e want 

to see is whether aore can be do11e to deny th .. that resouroe i:;ut 

I do not belieYe t·hat elaborat1n9 upon that would � at all 

useful. 

QUESTION: 

Mr. Major, the Unionists argue that you 1'111 have � Nst&.rt th.ae 

talks fro• 1cratch. Do you think that you alioul.4 go back to 

the drawin9 board? What is your attitude to ft? 

PlU MB MI NY STER: 

My attitude is that I wish to see the talks restarted. I ·want to 

see Strand 1 restarted. That is what we are working for. 

sonner we can get that done the better and I think often it 1s· 

better to stick to those propositiorui and =•k• sure we get the 

talks started. That i1 the moat'iaportant t}U.ng for us - by •us• 

I mean the Britilh Government, the Irish Govern�ent • and for all 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/93/30 
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th• co�munitie& in Northern Irelan4 and that ii the 41rect1on in

-which we are working.

QU'6ST10N: 

(inaudil>l• but would Mr. Major consider personally asldng the

political parties in Northern IrelaM to co•• and••• hi� if tn•r•

wer• a 1>realtdown of th• talks so that tli•? 001111'. J:)e "'tarted) 

Plll ME MI N1 S'l'B:R: 

1 think everybodY )tnO'WS - and U th•Y didn't kn'ov -th•Y have 

certainly )tno,rn fro11· what "• have put in th• c�unJ.que and what 1

bav• eai4 tod•Y - tb&t we actually want tho•• ta1k9 to reco-•nce. 

'l'bat !• a 9eneral • .. ••CJ•·

( END OF TRANSCIU P'l' I AND BND OF lfHOLB 1'RANSClll PT) 
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