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(Tuesday 21st May 1991) 

1, We are concerned to seo some conatructive proaren in the �oc:eu. We
arc already partici�na in Strand 1 and we ace no justifiable i ment to the 
i:ummcnu::mc:m uf 1,.1L::1uu-lc.� In Ihm 11l11111J. Vm 11111 liuwr.na s.1, ur the m_p:111:1 
to reaolve, in the maraw of the Conference, the ouutanding isauc, which will 
clear the way for Strand 2 leadin, on to Strand 3. 

2. There ahould be no doubt u to our determination to complete the � in
each of ita strands u evidenced by our endonement of the 26th Mitch 1991
sta11emont.

3. In �cular while w. did not accq,t the pri� of the �tmeni of an
independent Chairman, if the clariftcadona conc:emin1 bit identi� and oocntiona
were reasonable and in view of the undetJtandin1 that all the putiea wouta need to
be cooteot with a particular nominee oct� me two pemmeota would � to
·mm tne appointment, wo would be willin1 to work under him, 'We alao
undcntand tliit the IIJPC?intmcnt of an I� Chairman does not mean that the
iuuea in Strand 2 wowd be open to international adjudication.

4. 'We conaidet it important to determine the tenna of reference for the
independent Chairman ano the standin& ordcn by which be will replat.c mcctinp
in Strand 2. We do not eq,ect theao ,o-be bulky, cornpa.x 01 controversial.

S. In terms of venue the difficul� hu been considerably narrowed. 'We ap-ee that
the openin1 olenary mcctin1_ of strand 2 would be held 10 London and the bulk of

, substantive cltscua1lo111 in Nonbem Ireland before • �nary meetins in Dublin. • 
We anticipate that both the London ancJ Dublin mectinp will have weipty 
� wllich may cau,e them to lut for lonpr than one da)'.. It only remafoa 
for the Secretary ol State to reach qrccment with all P.rtfcip■dns putlea on a 
preciae location for thole meetin11 of Strand 2 which it ,ltia been agreed ahowd tab 
place within Northern Ireland. 

6. The Secretary -of State hu outlined how the participatin1 Northern Ireland
panics will �late to the Strand 3 diacuaaiona (see Annell A). We have noted theao
arranaementa .nd uo willln1 to work them. Jn addition we have made clear our
wish lo have the opportunity afforded by the lutple� meedns in Strand 2 to pit
to the two govcm.mcnu our view• on l11uea we believe they should addreaa in
Strand 3. We alao Ul1dentand that l)l'Olfelt in Strand 3 diacu11iona may 
neceaaltat.e further meeting• of Strand 1 or Strand 2 u appropriate. 

J ,· 
7. We will deal expeditiou1l y with the ouutandi.ns iaauea on receipt of pt'Ope)lala or

\ if it i, �ful we are oreoucd to make further augc,dooa ounelvea. - Moreover,
- u cooalderable dme hai already puled and u we would havo b� to have' condudcd Stranda 1 and 2 by the end of 1une, we are wllllf!I. to lnterwfy the ta1b 

proceu in an etron to meet the common commitment to the 26 � dmc-tcale. 
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STAT.EMEN'Ll).YlOlNI.JlNIQ.WS]�J�O.ERS 

15th MAY 1221 

IMMBPJATE 

'-"" cannot bind 011u11lvet to work within the An&lo Jrith Agtr4menl[tenns and conditions
deataned by Mr, Ce11li11• p.nd Mr. Brooke at their London mectlna on Friday Jut, and ln
the oouua of their funher 11011sult111lo111 on Monday and 1,1111day. 

\

We Intend to 11tlh11re 1\rlctly to the rccotded principles a&recd wltl) him dud11g the 12
months up to P.al!er last Md the basis or his Invitation to ut to aMnd these i.lk&, and the
record o( \111derstutdlngt arriv� al. 

Wo altc, Informed the S.O.S. that w� would not comply with lodky'a deadline t>ul would
participate In a plenary session on Monday 20th May 1991 and on future oceaJlon1 where 
w, consldef our participation to be Jn the l11tamt1 of Uhter u an lntaal'IJ part of the 
United Klnadom. 
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JOINT STATEMENT ISSUED BY PB, IAN PAISLEY AND JAMES MOLYNEAUX. 

11 MAY. 1991 

In our joint statement of 20 April we explained the impossibility 

of establishing a normal relationship with any Irish Government 

while the Republic's Constitution retains its illegal claim to 

the territory of Northern Ireland and that this was a barrier to 

stage 2 of the talks being held on this island. Aa Her Majesty's 

Government and all Unioni�ta rightly refuse to recognise that 

claim we will be seeking to persuade the Dublin Government to 

move quickly on the rnatt•r when we come to stage 2. such a 

movement indicating a willingness to withdraw the claim would 

transform attitudes to those secondary issues flowing from that 

claim which have occupied us all during the past weeks. 

r 

• 
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VUh �� STATEMENT FROM
vtt 4mE JOINT UNIONIST LEADERS

The preaent tallu process did not come about by &ood fortune, but rathtr 110111 a roalle
atarted by ua ov�r three years a10 wlth the then Secretary of State, Tom Kina. Wt m•
the point, only to establish that we wish the taro to succeed. • Moreover, 11-11 clearly •
desire of the community that success should urcet our efforts. we have been �
1h11, thus far, Mr Brooke has been unable; to 1>btain agreement amon, the pat1iel u io,,a
venuo for Strand 2 of ihe 'legotlationa (deallna with the relatiomblp between any nft
Northern Ireland admmutration and the Republic of Ireland). . : , .. 
Our minds )lave been exercised by the d�ma and while we believe that the overwheb­
in& burden ot historlcal precedence and lo&istical 1uitab!lfty weighs m favour of m�
London for Strand 2, we have been willu, to conalder, and have talbd wlth Mr B .. about, other option,. , ,-. 
With parties maintaining confidentiality there hu been limited infurmadon availablo:3,· ..public so we feel It is useful to review tl;!e si.tuation. The P.Osition of the pal1ia on·· 
location when the talks would enter the second strand wu well known. The 1'DLP 
the talkl in the island of Ireland, at Dublin or Arrna,h, while Unioruats believed that tllj;)>
should be hdd in London. • 

• 
I 

As testimony of our reasonable approach: we placed before the Secretary of Slate a • 
quence of altamatives:- • • • •

l. 

2. 

3.

4,

5, 

London.
Elsewhere in Great Britain.
Lon�on for Strand 2, with all but �e final stages of Strand 3 (whi� deal, with to
relationship between the United �id()m and the Republic of Ireland) in DublhlJ. .. 
A ne11tral venue outside the two lsl�d�. 
The opening meeting of Strand 2 Jn t.ondon; movina to a neutral location tor:�
aubstantive neaotiatlons; concludih& in Dublin with a transitional INllltin1 ft(lin 
Stran,d 2 to Strand 3 and thereafter ;afi:ernadna between London and Dublin. , 

i 
. 

This latest ptoposal, we felt, went even �"r than tho sugeation by Archbilhop C�
Daly and reflected our prcpare<incss to 10 Iha extra mU.. 

� cannot ec:>ntinue upon an imbalanced a,nd 1:ontinuoua procea1 of compromiaa • to dc>'JO 
would be to �apitulate and that we will nof do. , ,l' :. 
While we will continue to seek a rea10nable accommodation, the community will�atand that we cannot indefinitely be expected 10 alter our J)Osltion in the abseftce ot a • .
procal measj1re of flexibility by others. ! • . . • 

Releued Friday 10 May 1991.
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• Ta 'The S1cretar7 Ot Stnto For Northern lre\1md

-A�,T -St-� Mr.Peter Hr�okeMP •• 

-9,'-,•' p g. Frotn 1'he Unlohlst Leaders

Mr. James Molyr,e11ux MP. Leader Ulster Unionist Party·

Dr, Ian R, K. Paisley MP. MEP • J.eader Ulster l>emocratlc

Unionist l1arty 

Your lett6r i, "'-rinel\ OJ if \he decl$1on, l&lcen at the mntillA with the Prime Mln1'tt.r h�t1 not

betn arrived at. 
At the end ot I.hat meedn& w• read tc, the Pr\mc Mlnlttet and all present, lh• enclos�d

�1n1r.mcnt and there was no objection rah,cd 1h11 the� wu anylhinl ln1cc;u1111e In h 11bo11t o�

conclus:ion1. 
Note caz,,rully pangrtphs two 111d �e of this d1.�umem which are totally \tl t.eeplnJ whh

(lllf commu11kalion to you yesterdmy. 
We accepted th• Prlme Mlntsttr'I auurar.ce th3t we \\•ould not be a!ked to agi-et the

procedu�s on Strtndl two and three un\U Wt hld cllrlfl�ation on:• 
(1) Tbe S<KallcJ lndcp,;:nllent Cha.lrma.n, 
1.nd, 
(Ii) Tho tcoeatlort of lh� proposed vcr,ue in Northom 1.rclo.n�.
So (l\r, theSe clarifications have not been for1hcomln1. 
We accepted lhe uswwce of du: Prime Minister-that !he independent Chairman woultl 1101 

be arpoin1cd 'l'llthout c�e con$cnt of 111 eonctmcd. Both you and the Prime Mlnlst,er

�i;.knowtc.d1cd \hat It would be 'madness' 10 a.ppoint 1u1.h I Ct,lllnnan on AI\Y o\hcr bn�,�­

\Vhy Is this now complc1ety dropped rmm your 11ndc11t.t.ndlng or the mcct.lllg1 

Wt also accepted the Prime Minis1er'1 a&surt111ce thllt cli!rlflcatlon of,· 
(i) The ldcntlly ot tht Cha!nnUI, 
(II� The SundJn1 Orden undtr which he would prtslde, 
(iit)Hl• power to hold nieetlnas, their composition and locations, 
would be fonhcomln9 beR>re we �ould lie t11S)ectcd 10 refpond. So far, -that clruiOcatiun

h� not been tot1hcomlna. eit�r:n lh!s btcau� oft-fr. Collins' Far last Tour? 

furlhcr, we accepted Ille Prime Minluer't auur111ce \hat ctarlflcation would be alvcn to us

. of the tocatton otmosc mcctlnas of Strand N'0 to be held In Nonhcm:th=land. Wo wc,c not

t\lpt.c:ted -u:, 11ree 11ntll we had this tnformltlon and considcre.d II. One• aaoln, 110 ,uch

cti\litlcntlon has been n:.celved by us. 
•• 

On our part, we strctlcd that We did not �ept the prln�lpte of the appointment of an

Independent Chairman at-all, but tr the clarifications coneernlna hi, optratlonl were 

reuonablc, then la view ot tlte Prime Mlnl�·• assurarace about the manner of his

1ppotnumnt. we �ould be pn:pued10 work under him, 
w, also Intimated to the Pnm• Mlnialer1hat-the rnamr or meetln&s on Str111d two In

Notihem treland l\ad been �•pbsd by 111 ln a r.pl$1 111bmitn:d 10 yc,11 last MondAy. 

We affirm that all lht assurances wt 11v1 I01h4 Prime Mlnbttr wU\ be fully 11\d faltlir11Uy

.ulhered to and w, expect that you wlll carry out fully and faithfu1ty the ass\lfMCU that ho

g11vc 1t> UI, 
We a.wait lhe clarif\catlona prom,ed. 
In kec_plns with our asa\irancu we wll\ be avendlop the plcnciry niei:tlna on Monday 20

MB)' at Stonnoot at 10:30 am 10 continue Strand one o the 11llt.s on lhe basis aareed with lh•

Prime Mlnlster. 
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Stat�rnenl 15 May, 1991

The ialk, we� lJIOSt helpful 11\d enco-.ni\ng 1\1111 the PnlM },Uniatet 1howed his dedlc..tdl'JI\

10 1&k1 ume to dw with the difficultie& lhot hid llrlsen. 

Wo were 5\ad to have �1anncd that lh• wc,1rd t>Hll used In pataat9ph two of what had been

called II\ ultlmat1un rercited to 1ho procedure, Strand• 1wo 11nd wee -.nd not to tl\t t>&SI•

upol\ which Str•nd one was b•lng held. 

As we 111ndc clear befon comln, hert loda)', we Intend prcu\ng on with Sttand one. 

In rc1ard to tlle other n,1tten co"'eini11& Strands lwo and lhttO, w, h1\lmat� \hat we

needed lhe fl\&ttet, of an 'independent C'11llrtt1:1.n' and \he toeadortl \n Nonhei1' tretan4 fully

· c,arined bef<R we could have ruu astelfftCn\. 

We obtained ,uurancu that an lndeptndcl\l Cb&lmttll\ , whatever )111 nadoi1�Hly • 'fiould

1101 raslllt IA \ntcmatl� adjudlcat.lon et\, ror cuniple, the lrlsh \ttntorlal c\llll\ 10 Noruiem

lrcl&nd. 

©" 
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JOINT STATEMENT TO THE MEPIA BY UNIONIST LEADERS. 

MR. MOLYNEAUX AND PB, PAISLEY. FRIQAY. 2§ APRIL. 1991 

"Let it be understood that there is a basic Unionist principle 

which we are not prepared to breach, Du})lin claima, in ita 

constitution, territorial jurisdiction over Northern Ireland. As 

long as this is so it is absolutely impossible to have a normal 

relationship with the Republic such as would exist between two 

countries which make no territorial claim against each other. 

That is wny talka between the Unionist MPs of Northern Ireland 

and the Government ot the Republic have not and cannot take 

place, 

We could negotiate with the Dublin adminiatration only either a■ 

a Northern Ireland Government which we are not, or, aa part of a 

United Kingdom team as we will be if the second phase of the■e 

talks takes place. Further, it must be emphasised that we will 

be members of tho United Kingdom team but not member• ot Har 

Majesty's Government Delegation with whoae views we may or may 

not identify, In other words we will not ba putting the 

Government's view but rather that of a majority of the Ulster 

people. 

Normal relationahips between the two part■ of Ireland can come 

about only if Dublin giv•s up it■ claim to territorial 

jurisdiction and rescinds Articles 2 and 3 or its Conatitution. 

only then can true neighbourliness but not Union come about." 
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Joint 9tat•�•nt by the Unlonlat leaders. 
Molyne,ux MP and Dr Ian Palaley MP MEP. 

ii980 P01 

(ON F. s,t-/Z04 
Rt Hon Jam•• 

Wt were both aseurtd by the Secretary of State that there would be one 
more meeting of tht Anglo Irish Conference at which the dates of the 
breaks between the meeting, would announced so that the talks could 
take place. 

We are very perturbed that instead of one meeting of the Anglo Irish 
Conference being planned two such meeting, are now going to take place 
and that the talks will not proceed 1.mtil after the first week of May. 
Once again Dublin has sought to block the way and Impede progress. 

The statement• made by a Fianna Fail backbencher at the weekend that 
Articles 2 &3 of the Irish Constitution would not be changed as a result of 
the talks further Illustrates the attitude Dublin la adopting. Unless the 
constitutional clalm of Dublin over Northern Ireland as expressed In 
Articles 2 &3 Is deleted there can be no proper basis for real peace on this 
Island. 

As any talks with Dublin to undo the Anglo Irish Agreement affect all the 
constitutional parties In the I rish Republic we suggest that all those 
parties might be represented at the second part of the talks aimed at 
considering an alternative to and replacement of the Agreement. Some of 
these parties might in the future be serving In,+ Dublin government, and as 
all the main constitlJtlonaf parties in Northern Ireland will be at the talks, 
surely for a real settlement to come about their voices sholJlcl also be 
heard. The time has surely come when the Republic must face up to the 
encouragement that Articles 2 &3 have and are giving to terrorism. 

We have made It clear today to the Northern Ireland Office that we reaent 
tr.e visit of Mr Collins to Stormont tomorrow to launch another vile attack 
on the UDR. This It simply adding insult -to injury. He accepts the 
proteotion of the Regiment to get him safely to Stormont and then kicks 
them In the teeth when he gets there. Such lying attacks bode no good for 
the success of serious negotiations. Tomorrow we hope that the Sec Of 
State will be able to announce at long last the dates of the break in 
conference meetings so that the talks can proceed within the terms 
agreed with us. 

©NAI/DFA/2021/45/292 
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