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JOINT UNIONIST POSITION PAPER
(Tuesday 21st May 199])

1. We are concerned to see some constructive progress in the Thlks process. We
arc already participating in Strand 1 and we see no justiﬁzble—i:?eglmcm-(o the
comawmecinet uf plevasies n s shmd, Wo wa luwevar scleal of e wigen
to resolve, in the margins of the Conference, the outstanding issues which wi
clear the way for Stnnr’ 2 leading on to Strand 3.

2. There should be no doubt as to our determination to complete the process in
each of its strands as evidenced by our endarsement of the 26th March 1991
statement.

3. In particular while we did not accept the principle of the intment of an
independent Chairman, if the clarifications con%mdng bis identity and operations
were reasonable and in view of the underptanding that all the parties would need to
be conteat with a particular nominee octore me (wo governmeats would procead to
make the intment, we would be willing to work under him. We also
undcratand that the ﬁdoimmcm of an independent Chairman does not mean that the
issues in Strand 2 w be open to intermational adjudication.

4. We consider it important to determine the terms of reference for the
independent Chairman and the standing ordera by which he will regulate mectings
in Strand 2. We do not expect these to be bulky, complsx or controversial.

5. In terms of venue the difficulty has béen considerably narrowed. We agree that
the opening &Ie mecting of Strand 2 would be held io London and the bulk of o
substantive discussions in Northern Ireland before a plenary meeting in Dublin.
We anticipate that both the London and Dublin meetings will have weighty

which may cause them to last for longer than one day. It only remains

Secretary of State to reach ment with all ting on a
precise location for those meetings of Strand 2 which it }ias been should take
place within Northern Ireland.

6. The Secretary of State has outlined how the partici ati%‘them Ireland
parties will relate to the Strand 3 discussiona (see Annex Ay. have noted these
arrangements «nd are willlng to work them. In addition we have made clear our
wish to have the opportunity afforded by the last plenary meeting in Strand 2 to put
to the two governments our views on issues we believe they should address in
Strand 3. We also undentand that gmaus in Strand 3 discussions may
necessitate further meetings of Strand 1 or Strand 2 as appropriate.

7. We will deal expeditiously with the outstanding issues on reeeig of Is or

\, if it is bhelpful we are to make further suggestions : oregver,

, ~ as conslderable ume already passed and as we would have hoped to have
concluded Strands 1 and 2 by the end of June, we are willl%lo Intenaify the talks
process in an effort to mect the common commitment to the 26 March time-scale.

i
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We cannot bind ourselves to work within the Anglo Jrish Agreament teting and conditions
designed by Mr. Collins and Mr. Brooke at their London meeting oh Priday Iast, and In
the 0oursa of thelr further ¢onsullations on Monday end Tussday.

We intend to adhere strictly to the recorded principles agreed with him duting the 12
months up to Faster Jast and the basis of his Invitation 10 us to atend these talks, and the
record of understandings arcived at,

We also informed the $.08. that we would not comply with (oday's dcadline but would
participate {n a plenary session on Monday 20th May 1991 and on future occasions where
we congider our parifcipation to be in the interests of Ulster as an intagrs) pant of the
United Kingdom.
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In our joint statement of 20 April we explained the impossibility
of establishing a normal relationship with any Irish Government
while the Republic's Constitution retains its illegal claim to
the territory of Northern Ireland and that this was a barrier to
stage 2 of the talks being held on this island. As Her Majesty's
Government and all Unionists rightly refuse to recognise that
claim we will be seeking to persuade the Dublin Government to
move quickly on the matter when we come to stage 2. Such a
movement indicating a willingness to withdraw the claim would
transform attitudes to those secondary issues flowing from that
claim which have occupied us all during the past weeks.
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s w % JOINT UNIONIST LEADERS

The present talks process did not come about by good fortune, but mther al

started by us over three years ago with the then Secretary of State, Tom King.

the point, only to establish that we wish the taiks to succeed. Moreover, it

desite of the community that success should greet our efforts, We have been

that, thus far, Mr Brooke has been unable to obtain agreement among the paxties as to'a
venue for Strand 2 of the negotiations (dealirg with the relationship between any new
Northemn Ireland admmistration and the blic of Ireland).

Our minds have been exercised by the dilemma and while we believe that the gverwhalty-
ing burden of historical precedence and logistical suitability weighs in favour of meetlagin
Londan for Strand 2, we have been willing to consider, and have lked with Mr-Brocke
about, other options.

With parties maintaining confidentiality there has been limited information available m«'&:

blic so we feel it is useful to review the situation, The position of the on:
ocation when the talks would enter the seoond strand was well known. The SDLP wané
the talks in the island of Ireland, at Dublin or Armagh, while Unionists belisved that thsy
should be held in London.

As testimony of our reasonable approach: we placed before the Secretary of State a ie-
quence of alternatives:- f

1. London.
2, Elsewhere in Great Britain,

3, London for Strand 2, with all but the final stages of Strand 3 (which deals with e
relationship between the United Kingdum and the Republic of Ireland) in Dublin;

A neptral venue outside the two islands.
The opening meeting of Strand 2 §n London; moving to & neutral location for

the
substantive negotiations; concluding in Dublin with a_transitional meting from
Strand 2 to Strand 3 and thereafter altemating between London and Dublin.

This latest sal, we felt, went even further than the suggestion by Aechbishop C
Daly end rgé:cp&d our preparédness 10 go the extra mile, = 7 lﬂlll

W cannot continue upon an imbalanced and continuous process of compromiss - to do.3o0
would be to capitulate and that we will not do.

While we will continue to seek a reasonable accommodaton, the community will um
stand that we cannot indefinitely be expecied to alter our position in the abseace of a reed-
procal measure of flexibility by others. i

Released Friday 10 May 1991,
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- To The Secretary Of Stata For Northern Ircland
~RTT —Stada s Ko Mr. Peter Brboke MP

A From The Unlonist Leaders
Mr. James Molyneaux MP - Leader Ulster Unionist Party -
Dr. 1an R. K. Palsley MP. MEP « | eader Utster Democratlc
Unlonist Party

Your lettar i written as if the decislons tken at the meedng with the Prime Minlgter had not
been arrived at

At the end of that meeting we resd to the Prime Minister and all present, the enclosed
slmrl‘neén and there was no o{ajecdon raised that there was anything insccutnte in lt about owr
conclusions,

Note carofully parsgraphs two and three of this document which are totally In keeping with
our cormmunication %ou yesterday.

We sccepted the Prime Minlsier's assurance Mat we would not be asked to agree the
procedures on Sprands two and theee urdll we had clarificaton on:-

() The so-<allcd (ndependent Chaliman,

and,
(i) The Iccaton of the procoscd venue in Northorn lreland.

So far, these clarifications have not been forthcoming.

We accepted ths assusance of the Prime Minlsterthat the independent Chairman would not
be appointed without the consent of all concermed. Both éou and the Prime Minisier
acknowledged that It would be ‘madness' to appoint such a Chalrmen on any other badit.
Why 13 this now completely dropped from yous undersanding of the meeting?

We also accepted the Prime Minister's agsurance thit clardficadon of,

(i) Theidentty of the Chalrman,

(if) The Standing Orders under which he would preside,

(iit) His power to hold meetings, thels composttion and locations '

would be forthcofning before we would be expected 10 reSpona. S0 far, that clasification
has not been forthcoming, either. T this because of Mr. Collins' Par Rast Tour?

Further. we accepted the Prime Minlster's assurance 1hat clanification would be given to us

of the 1ocation of thase mectngs of Strand two to be held In Northern Sieland. We wcic net
evpecied 40 agree until we had this information and congidercd it Once again, no such
clarification has been recelved by o

us.

On Qur part, we strepSed thet we did not sccept the principle of the appointment of an
independent Chalrman stoall, but If the clarificadons concerning his operations were
reasonable, then lo view of the Prime Minister's assurafce about the manner of his
nps;aimunt, we would be prepared 40 work Undet him,

¢ also ntimated to the Prims Minisier that the matter of memng‘s on Strand two In

Norfiem treland had been accapted by us In a proposal submitted 1O you ndak
e tfRrm that all the assurances we gave 10hé Prime Minlster will be fully and faithfully
adhered to and we expect that you will cerry out fully and faithfully the assurances that he
gAve [ us, .

We await the clarifications protrised.

1n heeplng with our assurances we will be auendln’ the plenary meeting on Monday 20

Moy at Stosinont at 10:30 am (0 continue Strand one of the talks on the Basis agreed with the
Prime Mindster, '




S[a{"nenl 18 May, 1991

The talks wers oost helpful and encoursging and the Prime Ministes showed his dedicaton
i 1ot thot had Arisen.
the word basis used {n paragraph two of what had been
cedures Strands two and three And Dot to the basls
we intend pressing 00 with Stzand One.
§trands two and , We futimated that we
fnecded Lthe matters O d the locations In Northern {reland fully
clarified before we €O ement. .
We obtained assurances that an independent Chatrman « Whatever his nadonality - would
t;xol‘ 10{‘\'11\ a internationa) adjudicatlon on, for cxample, the Irsh tegritorial clalm t0 Northern
clan
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JOINT STATEMENT TO THE MEDIA BY UNIONIST LEADERS.
MR, MOLYNEAUX AND DR. PAISLEY. FRIDAY. 26 APRIL, 1991

"Let it ba understood that there is a basic Unionist principle
which we are not prepared to breach. Dublin claims, in its
Constitution, territorial jurisdiction over Northern Ireland. As
long as this is 8o it is absolutely impoasible to have a normal
relationship with the Republic such as would exist between two
countries which make no territorial claim against each other.
That is why talks between the Unionigt MPs of Northern Ireland
and the Government of the Republic have not and cannot take
place.

We could negotiate with the Dublin administration only either as
a Northern Ireland Government which we are not, or, as part of a
United Kingdom team as we will be if the second phase of these
talks takes place, Further, it must be emphasiged that we will
ba members of the United Kingdom team but not members of Her
Majesty's Government Delegation with whose views we may or may
not identify., 1In other words we will not bs putting the
Government's view but rather that of a majority of the Ulster
paople,

Normal relationships between the two parts of Ireland can come
about only if Dublin gives up its claim to territorial
juriadiction and rescinds Articles 2 and 3 of its Consatitution.
Oonly then can true neighbourliness but not Union come about."
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@ Joint Statement by the Unlonist leaders. Rt Hon James
Molynesux MP and Dr lan Palgsiey MP MEP,

We were both assured by the Secretary of State that there would be one
more meeting of the Anglo Irish Conference at which the dates of the
breaks between the meetinge would announced so that the talks couid
take place. ¢

We are very perturbed that instead of one meeting of the Anglo lrish
Conference being planned two such meetings are now going to take place
and that the talks wlill not proceed until after the first week of May.

Once again Dublin has sought to block the way and impede progress.

The statements made by a Fianna Fail backbencher at the weekend that
Articles 2 &3 of the lrish Constitution would not be changed as a resuit of
the talks further Illustrates the attitude Dubiin I8 adopting. Unless the
constitutional clalm of Dublin over Northern I[reland as expressed In
Articles 2 &3 Is doleted there can be no proper basis for real peace on this
Island.

As any talks with Dublin to undo the Anglo Irish Agreement affect all the
constitutional parties In the Irish Republic we suggest that all those
parties might be represented at the second part of the talks aimed at
considering an alternative to and replacement of the Agreement. Some of
these pariies might in the future be serving In4 Dublin government, and as
all the main constitutional parties in Northern Ireland will be at the talks,
surely for a real sattlement to come about their voices should also be
heard. The time has surely come when the Republic must face up to the
encouragement that Artlicles 2 &3 have and are giving to terrorism.

We have made It clear today to the Northern lreland Office that we resent
the visit of Mr Collins to Stormont tomorrow to launch another vile attack
on the UDR. This Is simply adding insuit to injury. He accepts the
protection of the Regiment to get him safely to Stormont and then kicks
them in the teeth when he gets there. Such lying atlacks bode no good for
the success of serious negotiations. Tomorfow we hope that the Sec Of
State will be able to announce at long last the dates of the break in
conference meetings so that the talks can proceed within the terms
agreed with us.
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