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• 
Immediate 

19 November 1991 

FAX 

To BQ Prom London 

Por James F&rre11 Prom Brendan McMahon 

Subject: Thames Television Report on the 

Brixton Prison H£AP•• 

In summary, the report screened this evening make• the 

following allegations: 

Staffordshire Special Branch recruited an officer in the 

prison service suggesting to him that he seek a transfer 

to Brixton - the main remand prison for IRA prisoners, 

His task was to befriend such pri•oners and gather what 

intelligence he could from them. The prison officer in 

que•tion wa• a former member of the SAS and had an 

understanding of Irish affairs as his mother was Irish 

and he had been in Ireland on numerous occasion•. 

The officer accordingly befriended Quinliven and MacAuley 

and discussed with them the possibility of escape. This 

included recounting to the pri•oners the detail of an 

earlier attempted escape by a London criminal which had 

taken place after Sunday morning religious service. The 

allegation is that Staffordshire Special Branch were 

considering staging such an "escape" with a view to 

getting their hands on other active IRA members outside 

the prison who might become involved in such a plot. 

However, the plot became too complicated when the 

prisoners began to seriously threaten the Prison Officer 

and his family with the objective of obtaining a pistol. 

It was at this point that Scotland Yard became aware of 

the plot when the Staffordshire Special Branch requested 

them to provide special protection for their informant. 

©NAI/D FA/2021/45/208 



At this point the plot was apparently knocked on the 

head; the prison Governor (Withers) informed; the prison 

officer disciplined and transferred to a prison in the 

North of England. 

Four months later both men escaped utilising the plan 

discussed earlier with the prison officer/informant. 

P.02 

While the programme do•• not allege that Special Branch 

masterminded the escape, it do•• paint a vary bizarre picture, 

including the allegation of pose:i.ble criminal activity on the 

part of the Special Branch. At the very least, the report 

raises a number of very embarrassing questions • moat notably 

for the Home Secretary. You will recall that Baker was 

subjected to severe criticism after the escape tor ducking any 

responsibility and effectively blaming the Governor (Withers) 

and a Home Office official (Babier). Subsequent investigations 

have exonerated all officials involved with the exception of 

Withare, where the Home Office said that had he·not retired 

shortly after the escape (as planned - he was 65) he would 

have been dieciplined. 

It remain• to be seen how accurate the report turns out to be. 

However, attached is the text of a Labour Party statement 

issued today calling for a statement from the Home Secretary, 

I understand that the Home Secretary will make a statement on 

the matter at 3,30 p.m. tomorrow. If there is any truth in the 

allegation, it will prove a major embarrassment for Baker and 

could conceivably threaten his political career. 
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carry .:incermun MP l(11,l,lrr.t}1rfd 

HOUSE OF COMMONS
L.ONOON SWU OAA

071-219 .$037 

PRlSS RELEASE

Tuesday November 19th For Immediat@ release

LABOUR DEMANOS STATEMENT ON SRIXTON ESCAPE

Mr. Barry Sheerman M,P., Shadow Homa Office Minister, today(November 19th) demanded a statement from Home Secretary,Kenneth Baker, on the escape from Brixton Prison of 2 IRAsuspeets on July 7th. 

P.03 

Mr. Shearman said ' Homa Office sources are now confirmin� allegatio�� in the Thomes Report programme to be broadcast thisevening, I understand that this alleges that a prison officerwho was working secretly for Staffordshire Police Special Branch gave tha IRA suspects the escape plan, He appears to have �old the authorit1ea about his work in February, yet themen escaped using tha plan in July. 
' The escape raises enormous i11ues about the accountability ofsurveillance work, and the competence of the Home Office. If reports of the programme are accurate then it is a catalogue ofappalling blundars, The Home Secretary mu•t make a statementto the House on this matter,' 

ENOS 

For further information please contact Barry Sheerman �.P.on071 219 S037. 
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