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In 1975 the European Parliament published as part of its

series of public information publications a study concerning

the impact on Ireland of Community membership. Material

for the various chapters was supplied by Departments; a

section on "Relations with Britain and Northern Ireland" was

prepared in this section. A copy of the relevant extract

from the published report is at X.

The Parliament secretariat are preparing a revised edition

which they hope will be released before the Europein

elections next month. On request a revised note for

the Northern Ireland section was given to Mr. Killeen (a former
official at Lenhster House) of the Parliament last September.

In the draft which we have now received from him for comment this
section has been expanded somewhat to include a potted history
of Northern Ireland (Tag Y). While it is not seriously
objectionable it naturally misses many o% :Sﬁ nuances

of our desired presentation. Rather than to remedy it -

given that we do not have editorial control - I suggest that
this section be trimmed drastically. I have prepared a

redraft in this sense as well as making certain minor amendments

to other sections of the text.

Submitted, please.
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P. Hennessy
| May, 1979'
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A Framework for North-South Co-operation

1. The instability which s been a continuing feature of
political life in Northern Ireland finds a reflection in

the area's pattern of economic development, particularly

in regions adjacent to the border. 1In an effort to bring
about an improvement of this situation both the British

and Irish_ Governments have taken a number of steps to promote
closééigé—gpefation over a wide range of economic matters.
The fact that both parts of the island are in the European
Community has facilitated this process and has contributed

to a heightened awareness both North and South of the
closeness of interests in relation to EEC policies in

such areas as agriculture, industry and competition. This is
particularly so in relation to regional policy and regional
development, for whose purposes the whole island is regarded

as anwmderdeveloped region.

2. Following a meeting in September 1977 between the Taoiseach
and the British Prime Minister a Steering Group was set up

to examine possible economic co-operation, particularly
between North and South. This Group recommended a Study of

the River Erne catchment area with particular reference to the
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development of tourism and to the improvement of land through
[

arterial drainage. This recommendation has been endorsed by
the Irish and British Governments and, with the full
involvement of the EEC, is now under way. It is expected that
the Consultants will complete their work before the end of
this year. Another cross-border Study presently under way

and which is again being partly financed from the Commission
budget, is a Study of herring stocks in the North-West Irish

Sea.

3. In December 1977 a Study on Cross-Border Communications

in the Derry-Donegal area was published. This Study, which had
been commissioned by the Irish and British Governments, was
partly financed by the Community. The Irish Government
completed the first stage of its examination of the proposals
in June 1978 and announced agreement in principle on a

programme of implementation covering the main proposals in the
consultants® recommendations. Work is now proceeding jip the Study

area on a number of projects on both sides of the border which




give effect to these recommendations, in many cases with

substantial EEC assistance. The Economic and Social Committee

which visited the area following the publication of the

Study has endorsed its findings and indicated its support for

the view that the EEC has a particular role to play in
promoting the economic development of the area.

4. The Council of Ministers decided in 1978 to commit 8 m.u.a.
for arterial drainage projects in Irish border regions. The
details of this scheme are at present being worked out by

the Commission in consultation with the two administrations.

5. This form of practical co-operation reflects the fact that
both parts of the island share the burden of difficulties
afflicting the Community's deprived regions, and mutual
interest dictates a shared solution of this burden. The
commitment of the Community as a whole to a greater European
union will undoubtedly contribute to a breaking down of
barriers between people in both parts of Ireland, all of whom

are now. in a special sense citizens of Europe.

6. The greatly improved performance of the Republic's
economy in recent years in which Community membership has
played no small part has of course made co-operation a more
attractive proposition. The fact that Ireland has now the
fastest growth rate of all member States and has been able
to contribute to the development of Community policies over
a wide range of areas in directions responsive to her basic
economic interests has been a powerful stimulant to fresh
consideration of the benefits of a coordinated approach.

7. With direct elections to the European Parliament in

June 1979, democratically elected members from both sides of
the border will share the same political forum. It is clear
that they will also share a common interest in many aspects

of Community activity which have a distinct relevance to the
whole island. The desirability of a co-operative approach to
the protection of these interests is unlikely to go unnoticed.
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8. It can be seen therefore that Ireland's membership of
the EEC has given a fillip to cross-border co-operation.

On a general level it has contributed to a marked degree of
economic convergence as between Northerm Ireland and the
Republic which has served to facilitate co-operation. More
particularly the Community has assisted in a very practical
way in the carrying out of joint projects of mutual interest
in areas along the border. On yet another level the directly
elected Parliament will provide new opportunities for even
closer co-operation on a wide range of matters of interest
to all of the people of the island.
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contribution to the work of that body.
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