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TO• Anglo Iri•h Division 
FORI David Donoghue 

FROM1 Embassy, London 
FROMI. o•Neill 

stu,,.nt on ArJRY CUtf 

You will have already receiv.d th• relevant aection of King•• speech. Th• 
vast majority of the time wa■ taken up by aritiah MPs. However, the 
following point■ arose: 

Seamµ■ Mallon ■aid that many in Northern Ireland would wiah to give
King•• ■tat-nt a fair wind, waa �ing aware however of th• paradox 
of diapenaing with ■o- 40,000 profesaional aoldi•r• and yet 
maintaining a part-time militia •l••nt in the new Royal Iriah 
Reg1-nt? Anyone who knew their Irish hiatory would know that auch 
militia• alwaya end up a■ an embarra■sing failure. xinq ■aid that 
Mallon ahould recogni■e that it was an ilnaginative propoaal. It wa■ 
not originated by hilll but came to him from the army ■taff and h• wa■ 
very encouraqed by th• ■upport it had received from all side■ of the 
House. 

Ren Maqinpi• ■aid that hi■ party ■hared with a number of ••nior and 
di,tingui■h•d officer■ the concern at auch a draatic cutback in the 
■trength of the army, M regard■ the UDR, he ■aid that !ting would
know that any ■uoh change■ are traditionally viewed with au■picion in
Northern Ir■land. That ■aid, h�ver, it would be with pride that
member• of the UDR wculd take their place in a "Royal• regiment. Be 
believed that it wa■ ■omething that the brave men and -n of the
UD� fully de■erv•d and had earned by their ■ervice over the pa•t 20
year■• Be a■ked King to reaa■ur• him - a■ the secretary of state for
Northern Ireland had - that there would be no tampering with the
part•time element and that they would be uaed for•• long•• required
to aupport the RUC in the fight again■t terrorism. Ung raplied that

. it wa■ a very imaginative and con■tF, - ve approach, It would be 
very much in the interest of the oar••� development of tho•• in the 
UD� to have the opportunity of aerving out■ide of Northern Ireland. 
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In addition, the t10R would be �le to draw on the experience of the 
officer■ currently ■erving in the Royal Iri■h Ranger■• Be ■aid that 
M&ginnia would know that there hat been a move toward■ more full-time 
member■ in the UDR. 'l'h• COvernJNnt would certainly wi■h however to 

111&intain a very ■ignificant part-time elU1ent and there would be no 
ohange in that. Ian Paitl•y que■tioned how the UDR could be brought 
more fully into the army by the amalgamation ■ince the Act which ••t 
them up ■pecifie■ that -1,er■ of the UDR are member■ of the Crown 

Fore••• wa■ Xing aware of the deep outrage, concern and anger in 
Northern Ireland and among 111>R -mber■ and their familie■, e■pecially 

when 240 had been killed by the IKA? Wa■ today'• deciaion a result 

of the viciou■ Calllpgain launched again■t the UDR by Dublin? wa■ 

Dublin con1ulted, wa■ it rai■ed through the conference, waa it part 

of the Anglo Iri■h Agreement? !UM refuted the latter ■uggeetion■ 

and ■aid that it wa■ an U'1IIY decision made by tho■e legitiJu.tely 

concerned with army affair■• He a■ked P&ialey to look objectively at 
the deci■ion and said that Pai■ley would know hi■ support and concern 
for the Province. It wa■ not an underhand or ••ditiou■ 1110ve. He 
bowed to none in hi■ admiration for the courage of the UDR - the 

ca■ualty figures were well known to him. Be firmly believed that the 
deci■ion wa■ in the intere■t of tho■e who serve both in the UDR and 
the 1t0yal Irish Ranger■• There wa■ no hidden agenda. 

23 July 1991 
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