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Personal Message from the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughe 27/)
to the Australian Prime Minister, Mr. Bob Hawke .

when I spoke to you a few days ago, neither of us could have
anticipated the atrocity that would so suddenly and cruelly end
the lives of two young Australians. My deepest sympathy, and
that of my Government, goes out to you and to the families of
the young men.

My colleague, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, has already made
clear the utter abhorrence of the Irish Government and people of
this senseless act of violence. This message is simply to convey

to you how deeply and personally I share your sadness at this
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MESSAGE:

Australian Reaction to the Killings in Holland

As could be eipected there was a major reaction in this
country to th: events in the Netherlands. Australia has
in the main b:en untouched by terrorism which made the
impact of the killings much greater. The Embassy and the
Semi States ia Sydney received a large number of telephone
calls and soms fax messages about the incident. While all
wished to express concern about the murders none were
particularly aggressive. Because of the constant flow

of calls 1 kept the Embassy open over lunchtime to deal
with the calls.

The Embassy Faxed a copy of the Minister's statement to
the Prime Minister's Office, the Foreign Minister's Office
and the opposition spokesman on Foreign Affairs Senator
Hill. 1 spoke to officals in all 3 offices. The Prime
Minister Mr tawke who is recovering from an operation

in Sydney was interviewed on radic about the killings.

He mentioned the Minister's statement during that interview.
I am attachirﬁ the transcript which I got from the P.M.'s
Office. In the Senate, which is sitting at present the
matter was r«ised at question time. The acting spokesman
for Foreigh affairs, the Industry Minister Senator Button
used the Min.ster's statement also. I have also attached
a copy of the "blacks".

The story malde front page news in all the main Australian

newspapers. . The reports are mainly factual in nature. I am
also attnchiwg copies of them for your information,

Y, b
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PRIME MINISTER

TRANSCRIPT OF (NTERVIEW WITKR WARWICK BEUTLER, THE WORLD
TODAY, ABC RAD(O, 29 MAY 1990

E & O E - PROOT ONLY

BEUTLER: Prims Minister, you've epocken to Don Grimes,
the Auetralian Ambassador, this mozfiing. Whet's the
letest informatien?

PM: Warwiok, there is no nev information that I can give
you es a regult of speaking to the Ambassador. He
confizmed what, in a senss, we alreddy knew and assured
me that all ccnsulax assistance has been and will
continus to bu provided in this matter. They essisted in
the return of Stephan Malrose's wife and the companion of
the lete Nick Spanos to London, so I assured him that
that should continua to be done. He also assuxed me that
the Dutch authoritias were vigorously inveetigating the
tragedies end -

BEUTLER: Do they have any leeds?

PM3 Not that he was sble to convey t0 me, but I do want
to the take taa opportunity, Warwick, on your program of,
of conveying sf course my déepest pathy to ths
families of Stephen Melrose and Nick Spends. I beslieve
that all Australiens will condemn in the, with @e, in the
strongest possidble terms, the, the absolutely cowardly
muzders of these two young innocent Austrelians. The
bloody campaign by the IRA againsgt innocent pacple
whether they are British oitisens or not ie, 8s far es my
Governaent it concerned, condemned without qualifioation
and you have the twisted logic used by an IRA supposter
this morning that mistakes happen in war. Well that
logio Guts nao ice with me end my Goveramant op, I
balieve, with the Auetrelian psople.

BEUTLER: We.l, you're obviously refexring to Sesmus
McGerrigan, ‘'he President of the group called the
Connolly Sccilety in Australia, who said on AM thie
morning that the deathe wszre the latest in a series of
tragedies ani that Australians should focus on the root
cauge of the problem which was tha Britigh presence in
Northern Ireland. You simply rejeot that do you?

PM: I raeject the proposition that there is eny
justifioation, excuse or explsnation in the tragio death
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of these two innocent young Australiens to be derived
from that sort of twisted logioc. There is nothing that
can be said ir justifioation of what's happensd, or
explanation ... That sort of, thet sort of twisted logic
will, as I s3y, cut no ice with enyone in this countzy.

BEUTLER: But isn't he right to tha extent that the

deaths won't 1;top until there's & solution to tha pProblem
in Northern Ireland?

PMt Warwick, that depends upon whether the IRA is
datermined that it is going at will and according to its
digcretion to spray bullets around that are going to kill

12:ocent peop..a. That's a, a decision which they have to
make.

BEUTLER: Well, the IRA has spologised for this attack.
Does that sestlsfy you?

PM: It's a great comfort, as Stephen Melrose's mother
said this moraing, it's too late and in that sense it's
meaningless.

BEUTLER: What representations will you make or have you
mede slready to the British Government and the Irish
Government on this matter?

PM: I haven't made any representations to the Pritigh or
the Irish Government. The position of Governzant in
Tegerds to the situation in Northern Iraland hes baan
made conaistently clear and, may I ssy, it's in line with
that of the Irish Governmant whioh has, I heer frea the
media this sxrning, has baen axpressed by the, by ths
Minister for the Irish Government, thay hsve candammed,
unqualifiably, what's been done and the only way in whi
there's going to be & resolution of the, of tha
diffarencses in Northern Ireland is by negotietions snd
discussions. That's the view of tha Irish Government,
it's tha viev of my Government and there can be no
justificatiorn, in any way, for what has heppened t0 these
innocent young Australians. And in faot this soxrt of

warpad 1ogic, this is a, a mistake of war, adds insult to
a mortel injury.

BEBUTLER:; Mr Hewke, thanks very much,
ends
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. SENATOR HILL

Mr President,

My question is diructed to Senator Butten, the Leader of the
Government in the Sanate.

I ask in the light of the horrific killings of two innooent
Australians in the Netherlands, apparently by the IRA, what
efforts does the Australian Governmant make to ensure that funds
aren’'t transferred from Australia to support the IRA’s terrorist
activities, and i1 particular, funds that have attracted a
taxation advantage, and seoondly bearing {n mind ASIO’s zeCently
published wcznlngl on the potential for terrorist activity in
Australia, is the Government 2eviewing procedures £for vise
applications and the appeal mechanisms that follow?

SENATOR BUTTON
Mr President

I can’t answer th¢ specific parts of that question in relation
to transfer of furds or visa applications, 1'm surs I would be
able to provide an answer at least to the aacond part as soon as
possible, but I an not in a position to do so at the present
time.

Might I say that the Prime Minister this morning referred to the
campaign by the IRA against innocent people, whether thsy are
Bzitish citizens cr not, and condemned it without qualification.
He went on to say :hat the position of this Government in respeot
of the situation (n Northern Ireland has been made consistently
clear, it is in fact in line with that of the Irish Goveznment
and the Irish Government iteelf has condamned unqualifiably
what’s been done, and suggested that thog only way in which there
is going to be a resolution of the diffezences in MNoxthezn
Ireland is by ne¢otiations and discussion. That's the view of
the Irish Goverwent and of course its the view of this
Goverament. The fact that Governments hold that view doesn’t in
any way lessen th) tragedy that has occured in Holland in zespect
of the two Australians who ward killed and those others who were
injured, as I understand it, not seriously, s0 there has been
from this Govermrent a condemnation of what has recently taken
place, and I guers a sharad view with the Irish Government about
the violence assnciated with the Northern Ireland question over
some tima,
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