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Personal Me■ saqe from the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J, Haughey, 1---1/' to the Australian Prime Minister, Mr. Bob Hawke ./'· 

When I spoke to you a few days ago, neither of us could have 
anticipated the atrocity that would so suddenly and cruelly end 
the lives of two young Australians. My deepest sympathy, and 

that of my Government, goes out to you and to the families of 
the young men. 

My colleague, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, has already made 
clear the utter abhorrence of the Irish Government and people of 

this senseless act of violence. This message is simply to convey 
to you how deeply and personally I share your &aQRees at this 

�-�, � 

©NAI/TSCH/2020/17 /5 



XEROX TELECOPIER 295: 29- 5-90:11:54 AM: 062733741 + 
764606; # 1 

754505:11 1 

SENT BY: ;RISH EMBASSY �BERRA:29- 5-90 
9:56PM �; ___ _ 

FAX HO. _____ _ 

DATE 29- Mey 1990

TO _An:;:::.&Ll�o�•�I�r�i�s�h�/�P�t�e�s�s-

FOR A$5 Sec GaJl•sJ;i�Dick O Brien 

FROM Ray Bas sett in absence of Amba� in Indonesia 

TOTAL HUMBER OF PAIHS (INCLUDING THIS COVI�
_. 
SHUT) l/

MESSAGE: 

Australian Reaction to the Killings in Holland 

As could be e:cpected tlw!re was a major reaction in this 
country to th: events in the Netherlands. Australia has 
in th• main b,en untouched by terrorism which made the 
impact of the killiniS much greater. The Embassy and the 
Semi States i1 Sydney received a large number of telephone 
calls and some fax mesSaies about the incident, While all 
wished to express concern about the murders none were 

H particularly aggressive. Because of the constant flow 
U of calls I kept the Embassy open over lunchtime to deal 

with the calls. 

The Embassy Faxed a copy of the Minister's statement to 
the Prime Minister' s Office, the Foreign Minister's Office 
and the opposition spokesman on Foreiin Affairs Senator 
Hill. I spoke to officals in all� offices. The Prime 
Minister Mr rawke who is recovering from an operation 
in Sydney wa� interviewed on radio about the killinis . 
He mentioned the Minister's statement durini that interview,
I am attachir.g the transcript which I got from the P .M. 's 
Office. In 1be Senate, which is sitting at present the 
matter was ri.ised at question time. The acting spokesman 

for Foreigh ,,£fairs, the Industry Minister Senator Button 

used the Min:.ster's statement also. I have also attached 
a copy of thu "blacks". 

, 

The story ma,lc front page news in all the main Australian 

newspapers_./. The reports are mainly factual in nature. I am "t- ,•:•; ;:;{''' :p�m : Y;T ::•�•!� l,

�v

! , 
L; ,J-1'7 � 

.}o -r,<fo 1'� 11fr©NAI/TSCH/2020/17/5 l � 



XEROX TELEC0PIER 295; 29- 5-90;11:54 AM; 

SE�T BY:JRISH EMBASSY CANBERRA;29- 5-90 

062733741 + 

062733741➔ 

754505; f 2 

754505;11 2 

• 

, Ji:::t-.(._ \,. 

PRIME MINISTER 

TRANSCRIPT Oll' CNTUVIEW W.TK W�WICJC HUTLBR, 'l'HB WOlllLD 
'l'OPAY, ABC RAI>CO, l9 MAY 1990 

E • 0 E - PROOr ONLY 

81U'l'tD: Prima Ministw, you've epokan to Don Gdmee, 
the Auetraliari AmbaHador, thh morning. Whit'• the 
lat .. t inforl!Ult:Lon7 

PM: lifuwiok, there i• no new infoniation that I c:an g:S.Ve 
yc,u •• a neult ot epeakin; to.the Ambaaaador. He 
0ontirmed wha�,, in a ••n••• wa al2:'N'1Y knew and •••u:ed 
m• that all cc,n•ula:r; •••1atance haa ba•n an(! will 
continue to t>t, provided in thia matter. TheJ' ••ai•ted :l.n 
the %'eturn of Stephen Malro•••• w:Lfe and the �on of 
the let• Nick spanoa to London, ao I aaaured hia that 
that ahould continua to be dona. Ka alao aaeUZ"ed ma that 
the Dutch authoritiaa.ware v:f.go1:oualy inv•et:L;at:Ln; tba 
tra;adiae and• 

BIU'l'LD: Do chay hav• any laada? 

PMs Not �t: he wa• e.bl• to convay to-• �ut I do vant 
to the tek• t� opponun:f.ty, wanricJc, on ywr pzogrea of, 
of conveying of cour•• my dMpaat ay11path7 to tha 
fllllliU.H of Stephen Mel:tOH and Nick IIP�•• I belieYII 
that all. A\latraliama will COl)demn in the, vith .. , in th• 
atrongeet po■ai�l• terms, the, tha abaol�tely cowardly 
murder■ ot thH• two young innocent Austreliana. Tbe 
blOOdy campaign by the IRA aga:f.net innooant people 
whether they are 8ritiah oiti•� or not :La, u far •• mr 
Government ie conc•rn.d, oon4emned without qual1f1oat:f.on 
eno you have the tw1-ta4 101110 ua-4 � an %RA aupportu 
thi• moi:ning that mbtak•• hal)pen in war. Well that 
10;:1.o out• nc, ice with me and �Y Government or, I 
bal;l.e'", Witl• the Au•t�eliaz\ people. 

BEUTLEJh w.:.1, you' r• obvioualy r•fudng to &auu• 
MCOen::Lgan, ·:ha Pr••ident of the ;:roup called the 
Connolly Soe:Lety in Au■tralia, who ••id on AM thi• 
moll:'ning that th• deatha ware the latest in a ••ri .. of 
tra;adi•• an•! that Au■traliane ahould focua on tha root 
eau■e of the problu which waa tho lriti•h pn•� in 
Northern %reLand. You •imply r•j•ot that do yc,ut 

PM1 I n;J•ct the propo•ition thais there .t.• an:r 
juat1fioaticn, axcu•e or axplenetion in the tra;io death 
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0f theaa two innocent rouno A\letralian. to be derived 
from that sort of twietad logio, 'l'here i• nothing 'that 
can ba eaid it. justitioation of what'• happened, or 
explanation.,. That •ort of, that eort of twiated logic 
will, as I sar, cut no ica with anyone in thi• counti-y, 

BEUTLER: But ian 1 t ha right to tha extent that the 
death■ won't 11top uM:il there•• • •olution to tba pl'OJ:>1M 
in Northern Ii�aland? 

PHI Wan,iclc, that depends up0n whathar the IRA i■ 
d•t•r111ined that it 18 going at will and according to it■ 
discretion to ■pray bullet■ around that are going to kill 
iMoc�t paop:La. That'■ a, a dacis1on which they have to 
ma)ce, 

BIUTI.EJ\: WaU, the IRA ha■ apologiaad for thia attack. 
Do•• that •atlafy you? 

PHI It'• a gc-aat comfort, a■ Stephen Helroaa•• -.other 
■aid thia mor�1ng, it'• too late and in that ■en•• it'•
niaaninglaH,

■IUTJ:.U: What rapreaantation■ will you make or have you
made already to the sritiah Covarnnient and the %ri1h
Government on this matter?

PMi I haven't made any repre■antation■ to the lritieh or 
tha Iri■h eo-.,arnment, 'rha Po■it1on of my ao�t in 
regards to tha ■itu•ticn in Northern ?s:elllftd hM bean 
mada con■iattntly clear and, m•r % ••Y, it'• in line wtth
that of the Irish Govart\lllent wh oh ha■, I MU' fZ'OII t!\e 
media thi• 111e:r:ning, hH bean axp�H■ad by the, by,the 
MLn1•ter for the Xri■h Oovarnmant, they have c:Oft4amnad, 

J
. llnqualitiabl1·, what'■ been 4ona and � only way in wht0h 

ther•' • goin-c· to ba a r••oll.ltion of tha, ot the 
(7 d1ffarancH j n Northern Ireland i■ by negotiation■ and 

.,("- diacu-■iont. 'l'h&t'• tha v1ev of tha I&'hh �ant, 
it'• th• vie,, ot my Oova:rnD1ant and than can be no 
jll•tU1Caticr,, in any way, tor what ha■ happened to thela 
iMOi;,ent ycu:,g Australian■. And in taot thi■ aol't of 
warpad logic, this ia a, a miatu. of war, add■ ina\alt: to 
• mortal injury, 

!ISUTt.b: Mr Hawka, thank■ vary 111uch, 

and• 
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SJ:NA'l'OR Hlt.L 

Mr P:r:Hident, 

My qua■tion i• dir•1etad to Senato: Button, the Leader of the 
Qovarnmant in the sanat■, 

I H� in the liqht. of th■ horriUc lcill.1.n;■ of two 1Mooent 
Auat:i:alian■ in tha Nathedand■, apparently by the IRA, what 
effort■ do-■ tha Au:1tralian GOv■rnment 11alca to an,ur• that t!undl 
aren't tran,ferred erom Au■tral1a to aupport tha IRA'• ter=ri■t 
acti.viti11, and i11 particular, fUJ\d1 that hav• attraotad • 
taxation advantaqa, and ■aoondly bearing in mind MIO'■ teoantl� 
publi1had warninq, on tha potantial for tarror1■t activity 1n 
Au■tralia, 1• tha Government :i:eviawin; procadurH fo: vi■a 
application■ and the appeal meehani■iu that follow? 

SSNATOI\ BU'l"l'ON 

Hz: Jlreddant 

I can't anawer th• ,pacific part, ot that qua■tioa in nlat1on 
to tran■fer of fur.de or viH application,, % '• 1ure :t would ba 
able to p:ovida an an1war at laaat to tha ••cond part a1 100n at 
po■1ibla, but I an not in a po■ition to do ■o at the pn11nt 
ts.ma, 

Miqht I ■ay that the Prima Min11te: thi1110rninq r•furad to the 
c�pai;n by the IRA again1t iMocent peopl•, wheth1: thay an 
Bdtilh c:itban, c,r not, and condamned it without: qual1f1oat1on, 
H• want on to aay ·:hat the po1it1on of thil aove:r:munt 1n n■peat 
ot the ■itu•Uon .Ln Northern Ireland hu bHn mad• con1i1tentl7 
clear, it i■ in fact in line with that of the %ri1h Govll'nllltnt 
and the Iriah Go\'UMIOnt itHlf hat cond8111Md unqualiUuly 
what•• l::IHn dona, and auqqHtad that they only w•"f in which there 
ii ;oing to l::le a neolution of the diffe:a:anc11 in 10�1:n 
I;ol&l\d 1a by na�,'Otiation■ and diacunion, That'• tha viw ot 
the Iriah Qov■::'Ull•nt and of cou:i:H it■ the view of thie 
Govarnment, 'l'h• fact that Govarnmant• hold that view doHn't in 
any Yay laHan th1• tragedy that ha■ occurad in Holland in :.■peat 
of tha two Austr1lian■ who w•r� killed and tho•e other• who "r• 
injured, •• I underatand it, not ■ariou■ly, so there ha• been 
from thi• Govorn:�ant a condemnation of what ha■ recently talcan 
p1a01, and I ill•,• a ehared viawwith the Irieh GOvtrniunt about 
t�• viol.one• au,,ci&ted with the North•� Iralan4 q\la■tLon over 
tom• till■, 
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