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INTERVIEW WITH CARDIJJAL TOMA,$ Q FIAICH

RADIO YL§IEI, "StmDA! NXWSBRE,AIC" 

21 JAfflJARY 1990 

Int1ryiewer: Since his surprise elevation to the See of Arma.ah in 1977 

Cardinal O Fiaich, a native of Cullyhanna in South Armagh, has never atriven 

to dis&uise his strong nationaliat views. He forceably criticized the 

�overnment's handlin& of the hun&er strike at the atart of the '80'1 and has, 

on a number of occasions, questioned the British preaence in Northern Ireland 

in the long term, but, at the aame time, he haa repeatedly condemned 

violence. The former historian and President of St. Patrick's Colle&e, 

Maynooth has also been an ardent humanist promoting closer contact■ between 

the Catholic and Protestant Churches. Cardinal O Fiaich came into our 

atudios here in Broadcasting House for a wide-ranain& interview, his firat 

mwjnr bro1do!l.ot intowiow f•• •••• ,llllL lk•u1 ,-,.11,.�. IM w111,•1, 1,� ""�-�•�•• 

qu111'it1 nru, on mllI!Y i1;111uH includi� the politioa.l rututc £0.r l!lurtlu,rn Ireland 

nn� the image he has in aome Unionict qWlrtoro. I bagan, thoush, b,- aalci� 

the Cardinal for hie response to the ahootin& dead of the threa robbers in 

West Belfast last weekend. 

Cardinal Q Fiaich: Of course, when something like that happens we usually 

leave it to the local bi•hop, at leaat to make the first comment, becauae ha 

is usually much more knovled&eable of the facts than an outsidar. So for 

that reason I don't want to say much about it but I felt that what Biahop 

Cathal Daly requested wa• very, very lo&ical and was a natural kind of 

request to come from him because I think he made the point that it wae only 

an enquiry under an impartial and hi&hlY raapected peraon that vould have a 

chance at all of being accepted by many people in that area and I think that 

still holds. The actual circumstances of course of vhat happened I have got 

to &o simply on what appeared in the media and ao on and to me I felt Bishop 

Daly was juatified in referring to the incident as having an awful lot of 

ferocity about it, that is assuming that the medie were correct in statin& 

that the driver of the car vaa unarmed and undlaguised and he aee111s to have 

been the first person who was shot. Then the two other robbers, and of 

course one hae to emphasise that they were taking part in What wae a criminal 

offence, but the other two then (according again, aa I eay, simply to the 

media) had been seriously wounded at least and then one particular soldier 

seems to have come back and poured further bullets into the two men lyin& on 

the ground. Now a&ain that e111phaaisee I think the point made by Bishop 

Cathal Daly that there i• a certain amount of blurring in that kind of thing 
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between what one would expect from security forcea and what happen.a on the 

part of criminal &ans• or paramilitaries and you know I wouldn't like to aee 

what should be a very clear distinction ... I wouldn't like to see that 

blurred. 

Interviewer: But by calling into question the actione of the security forcea 

it mi&ht dem,:,1�•�rah inability mayt)e to fully appreciate the conditions the 

security forces find themaelves in in situationa like that. Maybe another 

example of your perceived failure anyway to fUlly take on board the feelin&• 

of other people in this case, the views of the majority of people in Northern 

Ireland, I auppoae might be your controversial remarb on Dublin Hospital 

Radio before Christmas when you said the British should say they are not 

&oing to atay here for all time. Thay should aet a data. Now did you 

anticipate then the furroe those remarks waa &oin& to atart. 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Ko, that was a &reat storm in a teacup really. ln my 

view it was much ado about nothin&, Can I aay a word on the baclcground to 

that progr&11111e, It was of course an internal houae radio. I am aura there 

weren't more than 300 people liatening, if that, maybe because it waa made at 

ni&ht; probably aome of the patients and some of the staff that would be all 

and of course when I accepted that I thou&ht I was sim�ly talking to a -.11 

&roup. It waa a chit-chat kind of a show. It was li1ht-hearted, a bit of 

music, mainly reminiscences, in fact nearly all of it football because the 

cOJIIPere was the son of a famous Cavan footballer 40 or 50 years a,o. And he 

threw an odd question about the Pope'a visit and about m:, achooling lona &&o 

and you .know travel■ abroad and he threw in one about Rons Ken& and it waa 

that one that led to the other question. I am not &oing to tell you Juet 

word for word what I said because I think What I aaid offended some people 

and I am not goin& to offend them today, 

Intarviewu;:: I suppose it follows on, thouch, from many remarks you have 

made over the years really concernin& the withdrawal of British troops from 

Northern Ireland - 'Brits out' to use the vmacular - and of course you have 

espoused all thin&• Irish from the lan&uaae to Gaelic sports which you are

very interested in as well. And some mi&ht say in aome reapecta you are 

guilty by association with those who believe in exactly the same thi�• that 

you believe in but are prepared to get them by mean.a of force. 
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Cardinal O Fiaich: Well I have never used the phraae by the way 'Brit• 

out'. Never-in my life, becauae I look upon that aa an a11reasive phrase and 

a provocative phrase and l wouldn't use it. In fact aa you kllov, on thi• 

occaaion, I didn't uae it even though aome of the paper• then uead it aa a 

headina. But, of course, I think nobody haa been as forceful ... perhapa 

they have bean in individual condemnations but as forceful year after year, 

year in year out in condemnation of violence u I have been and I don't aee 

therefore hov anyone could look upon my association with some of the thins• 

you mention a, �tinA 1u any way c0mnrnn1A1nt m� v1th r�t•rrt to my attitude 
towards force. 

Intcrvi1ver: In which caae your remark& are misinterpreted acrosa quite a 

broad $pactrum. I maan for e:xuple Archbishop lam••• (he ie your fellow 

primate in Arm.ash of course) he said that people in public poaitiona ahould 

"be very careful about what they say" referrina to that hoapital radio 

interview. The Unionist MP John Taylor eaid you had moved cloaer to Sinn 

Fein than ever before and even the SDLP indicated in the lriah Bew• that your 

comments were unhelpful. So how do you reapond to that fact that everyone 1a 

misconstruing your remarks? 

Cardinal 0 Fiaich: Well, no, I don't say everyone ... But I think you aee 

that a particular custom has come up in, let'• call it the media in general, 

in recent tiaea that somebody lllaltea a atatement or perhaps anawere a queation 

and I always t:ry to answer a question without fUdging the issue. I answer 

honestly if I am asked a question, I don't try to kick for touch or anything 

like that as you may have noticed; and for that reason if you, perhaps, give 

an anaver it can be just a ve:ry off-hand kind of answer, tvo second• on a 

pro1ra111111e running for half-an-hour or in that particular instance for an 

hour, but the custom which ha• come up, which I don't like, is that 

immediately this becomes known to some branch of the media they be1in to rins 

around to people they know will be critical of it. And they say, if it 

happened Dey'Hlf the other way ro1md, "what do you think of what the Cardinal 

said?" you know and you get instant comment and I don't really believe in 

inatant comment. And then the following day the news as it braalta ia not what 
the Cardinal says but is what other people have said about the Cardinal; ao 

and so raps Cardinal; or so and so slams Cardinal and that ia the new• from 

that on. I think if one makes an honest comment that ha should be allowed to 

have it published if it is going to be published and then get people to 
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comment on it if thay wish to coanent on it. But thh thin& of kind of 

trying to gat· an instant comment, it really ia tryiq to create neva instead 

of report news. 

Interyiewer: But on the other hand it can't be gainsaid that you do believe 

that the British should withdraw from Ireland. 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Yea, I believe that one day and I think it will become 

more and more clear when we are toaether in a united Europe after 1992. I 

think one day North and South will realiae that they have more in common for 

instance then they have with any other part of Burope outside thi• island and 

I will not aee it but I think one day l'lorth and South and Proteatanta and • 

Catholica will come toaethar in some form or other. I am not aayina it haa 

to be, as it were, the incorporation of one part of Ireland and another. I 

don't sea any reason why ve couldn't have some kind of federal relationship 

between them. But I think one day that, by force of circumatancea in Europa, 

they will be forced much cloaer to each other than they are today. 

Interyiewer: In believina that and yet havin& to distance yourself from 

thoaa who believe the aame thin&• and want to bring them about by force would 

you go as far say as Biahop Edward Daly and hia remarks after the bomb in 

Sion Mills when he branded the IRA and Sinn Fain ae &&n&atera and aaid they 

aulll•� Lh� nuble ideal of Irish na�ionaliam, How can you divide thaaa two 

when you are really after the same thin&? 

Cardinal O Finiah: Well probably the majority or Iriah peopl• would lik.e to 

see North and South linked to1ether in •om• way. So that if I'm after the 

•ame things there are millions of others after the same things, you know.

Int1rviewer: Would you call the IRA gansster•? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: I have already said that many of the outrages they have 

oommittcd are gaqater outrages. Ye1, I h•v• =d ot courae? have ••id I 

have used the word "sully" on occasion in fact. I don't think that the 

Bishop uaed • siqle adjective in his vary strons denounciation at the 

be&inning of the week. I don't believe he used• sinale adjective like 

"cruel", "ruthless", "heartless" and so on that I haven't used myself on 

several occasions. One thing perhaps that mi&htn't be noticeable is I 
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referred at the beainnins to the fact that we u•uall.y luave it to the 1ooal 

bishop. Now it just so happens th&t in the la•t two yeara or ao thin&• have 

been reasonably quiet around Annaah and therefore probably I haven't been aa 

much in the news with regard to denounciations of violence aa I had been 

earlier. But go back in the filea, say to the Darkley outrage or aomethins 

like that, and you will find it very hard to get anything which waa aa strong 

a denounciation. 

Interviewer: After the outraie of course there ia this diacuaaion always of 

who is to blame. Now you did make remark# in l)uieburs in l;ermany in 1987 and 

I believe you repeated them again after the outrase at Bnni•killsn and to 

quote you said "moat of the killinss in the past few yeara have been carried 

out by the IRA and most of the victims were Ulater Prote•tanta. These are 

the crim1s in which we C�tholie, and the community from which they opro.na 

must ask forgiveneaa from our Protestant brothers and aiaters". But I think 

maybe some Catholics say really it is unfair to blame all Catholic• for the 

IRA. Why ahould we talte the blame? Well, ahould they? 

Cardinal O Flaich: I think there ia quite a distinction between talr.ina the 

�1nmr. nn� nRt1nt fnratvan•••· I ucad that ph»aoo fe• 1k1 fl••• •l•• la r��� 

in Rnnf�kf11""1 nf��? tho tePri�l• outr2.410 thoro �wo �uara ••o 1aat BoYea�or 

and at that time I used it, if you like, in a more uact context than in the 

t3lk In Duisburg becau,e I aaid, 0£ cuuruu, thcra ia no�hlq a, good for 

healins wounds as mutual forsiveneas and since it is from the Catholic side 

of the fence that the outrase in Enniskillen hae spruna then it ia in fact 

the Catholics who muat now ask for forgiveneaa for the terrible crime that 

has been committed and tht hurt that has been inflicted on their Proteatant 

brothara and cictoro. I was thinkins of that mor•, if you like, in cha 

spiritual context. It waa at a church ceremony and so on that I used thoae 

words and I waa thinkin& of the tremendous openina that occurs when aomebody 

aaks forgiveness from somebody who haa been arieviously wrona1d. It ia a 

moat healins process and that is, aa it were, the context in which I waa 

referring. 

Interviewer: Now we have bemi. looking back quite a bit, Cardinal. Can we 

look forward maybe. We are in 1990, the be�inni� of the new decad�, -4 we 

are reminded constantly, and recently we had a apeech from the Secretary of 

State which seemed to hold out the posaibility of aome prosreee on the 

political front. How do you eee thinga here after 4 yeara now after the 

aignins of the An&lo-lriah Agreement. What is you prosnoaie for the '90's. 
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Cardinal O Fiaich: Well I was glad to read the Secretary of State's speech 

at the time.· I thought it offered at leaat a &limmer of hope for something 

takin& place because obviously it ia the type of apeech that might &ive the 

first little push towards what will ultimately be a round table conference of 

some kind getting all the political parties tocether. Of courae I would love 

to aee this happenina. I think that people should be talking rather than 

shouting at each other and obviously there will be difficultiea and it will 

be hard, particularly for some political leaders, to say "well oluy we are 

going to talk" but I believe that the capabilities of Ulster politicians are 

certainly able to find some means without loaa of principle and without in 

any way let's say a surrender of what they believe in their hearts. I 

believe it certainly should be possible for them to devise a mean.a of aettlna 

themselves tocether for at least talka. I don't know if thoae talks would 

produce anything. I wouldn't be so hopeful of them producina ■ome kind of 

what you might call a scheme for the government of Northern Ireland but at 

least it is far better to get talking. 

Interviewer: You talked about your own views being full blooded earlier on. 

there are plenty of full blooded unionist■ who still will have no truck with 

the Anglo-Irish Agreement. Do you think they will accept it in the long run? 

Cardinal o Fiaich: No, I don't know that and I am not succeeting they will. 

But what I mean is that I thillk it i■ not beyond their ability and the 

ability of various political leader■ on the nationalist aide to devise a 

means whereby they can talk without any reference to the Anclo-Irish 

Acreement at all. 

Intervin1r: Now going throU&h quite a few press cuttinas before I epoke to 

you I noticed in the Belfast Telegraph shortly after your elevation to the 

Archbiahop of Armagh in 1977 th�r. you said then that in tho long l'\m. i� is 

the people of the North who will be in charge. It doesn't matter what London 

or Dublin say. Basically it has to be aolved here. I wondered if that was 

still your position and if it was how does that square with your remark• down 

the years on British withdrawal. 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Well really I don't see any contradiction between the two 

because I am an Ulster man and I may only be ■lightly inside the border with 

Co. Louth and Co. Monaghan but I still am very proud to be an Ulster man and 

a Co, Arm&&h man and, therefore, no matter what my long tem viewpoint would 
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• 
be and, 'llh•t I think will likely h&ppen perhapa in the 21st century, I adll 

of course believe that as far aa we are concerned in thi• century and a• far 

as it• influence and what will happen later ia concerned that it must be the 

people of the North who will finally have their say and decide what atructure 

of government they art able to aell to a majority on both aidea of the fence. 

Interyiqsr: And in the long run a majority within lorthern Ireland vho 

would be able to decide for themselves what they want 

Cardinal o Fiaich: Of course, yes of course. 

Interviewer: Nov something that is seen by many people rightly or wrongly aa 

being extremely linked with politics ia the policina of Northern Ireland and 

the administration of Justice and we have got tha Stalker aff•ir back in the 

neva, the Steven■ leaks enquiry is continuing and a lot of preaaure i• 

building up for the releaae of the Bermingham Six after the releaae of the 

Guildford Four. Now, firstly, on the police, how do you aaae•• the RUC'a 

performance at the moment? 

Cardinal o Fiaich: Well their "acceptabilty", if I may use the word, in ths 

nationalist community - it aoea up and down all during the period When I have 

been in Armagh. 'When I came up fit-at of all 'fllY memory 1a that while they 

alwaya were more acceptable than the UDI, if I may put it that way, that they 

hadn't the full acceptability of the people of that time which waa a hangover 

frOlll 1'hat had happened in the earlier 1970'•• I came up here in 1977 and 

there waa still of courae the whole question ... , internment waa in the 

bacltgroimd. There waa atill a number of incident■, that thinga that had 

happened during the 1970'•• I think from the early 1980'• on that their 

acceptability beaan to increase particularly my memory is that one thing th&t 

helped them very much at that time was the arreata and trials of the Shankill 

group of paramilitarie1. But then aa aaainat that, from say 1982 was it?, 

they began to lose a little bit of that acceptability aaain, particularly, 

with regard to the allegations of a shoot-to-kill policy which concerned very 

much of course the Armagh area wh@n six men were shot at that tb1e. 1'ow 

whether it waa the police or a particular group of apeciall.y trained police 

or 1'hether it was the SAS and so on never seemed to -uae v;;1•y lilUO:,h bat··t1r1-· ----­

police were certainly involved and as you remember one or two or perhaps more 

were placed on trial at one time. Then we have the Stalker Report and ao on 
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and the maze into which it seemed to get ultilll&tely. It didn't improve the 

image of the �olice. But aaain I think from about 1985 perhapa on their very 

impartial policing of different July parade• and so on ... 

Interyi1wer: You are getti!li leaa complaint•? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Oh far leaa. Oh far, far leaa from that on. Except that 

of course during the last few months with the ameraance of thia question of 

the leaks and so on I think their acceptability has taken a tumble again. I 

h11vP tn bie bonaat md ltSY th11t. iut it hao lleet\ eeate.tl,- in • ii .. .,t. uv ..,..,1 

down and up and down in my dozen years here, 

Interviewer: What about the judiciary? How are they acquitting themaelva■ 

in your opinion? 

Cardinal Q Fiaich: Well I don't know if I have been following varioua caaea 

sufficiently closely but I am much more in touch with aoma of the caaea in 

Britain in recent times. You mentioned the ;uildford Four and I have had no 

doubt in 'll1Y mind for the last ten years that the ;uildford Four were 

innncient. Nov I waan't ac su fllit for many years with the Ber1dngb....., Six 

case as I was with the Guildford one but I am becoming more and more 

convinced now to be honest because of everything that haa happened let ua aay 

in the last year or so, ?ha fact that the Special Crimea Squad of the Weat 

Midlands Police has now bean put under su■penaion, that it was di■cloaad only 

a wealt or so ago that one of thea bad been asked to leave the force away back 

three or four yeara aao and even last weak a publican in the area came on the 

television and ■aid that ha waa goin, to give evidence in favour of one of 

the Bermingham Six and than he was dissuaded from doing so by the police. 

All that kind of thing and I have visited, actually in pri■on, I have visited 

one of the Bermingham Six and I vaa impreaaed by our conver■atlon. There la 

nothing completely convincina in what I have said but there ii a little 

collection of thinga buildin& up in ona'a mind and than I went over to the 

Old Balley during their appeal two years ago, in November of '87, and I eat 

in on the court case for two days. I was convinced at that time that the 

foren■ic evidence was of little value. What really had to be overturned if 

you like by the defenaa counsel at that time was the que■tion of whether or 

not they ware forced to make and aign confaaaiona and that of course ii the 

thina that should be examined. Now l think they deserve a re-examination, 
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Interviewer: Well what should the Goven1111ent be doing, or indeed the 

judiciary be-doing that they are not doing at the moment if you believe that 

these six men are still being locked up aa innocent•? 

Cardinal Q Fiaich: I think the eaaieat thing that the Government ahould do 

now ie to extend the inveatigation which ia already aoing on bringing you 

back to the l980'e that thia ahould be extended back to the 1970'• aa well 

because there are at least 4, possibly 5, of those now being investiaated for 

their actions in the 1980'8 who were already part of the 1nveati&ation team 

for the Bermingham Six in the 1970'8. I think certainly, in the case of 

those, investigation should go back to the 1970'•• 

Interviewer: Of course to use your proper title it 1• Cardinal Archbishop of 

Armagh and so as you are not maybe seen to be batting just for one aide what 

about the Armagh or UDR Four? Have you any thouahts on their case? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Yee. I have met one of th1111. I have visited the priaon 

in which he is. There is another of them Yho writes to me from time to 

time. In fact I have heard from hilll recently. I have tried to acquaint 

myself not only with the eaae but I have spoken to a lot of people around 

Armagh who knew them personally, aome of their own cleray for instance and so 

on and I am wondering that, this is only thinlcing out loud aa it were, I am 

wonderina if perhaps some distinction ahouldn't be made between what you 

mieht call the individual four membere. What really I should say perhaps is 

if I am convinced of courae at any time that these men, or one or two of 

them, ia innocent then I will have no hesitation in supporting a 

re-examination of their case, just as I have supported quite openly the cause 

of the Guildford and the Bermin&hl,m Six. I don't want to see anyone spending 

a single day in prison who is innocent and I think I have probably ahown 

sufficiently by my viaits to every prison in the North and a n-ber of 

prisons in the South and eome of the priaona in Britain that I am genuinel� 

interested in the cauae of the prieonera. When the Pope wa• in Ireland in 

fact, one of the thin&• he asked the Irish biehops to do especially was to 

aive special att�tlon to the care of prisoner• and particularly apecial 

attention to their relatives and friends who were suffering and I think, to 

be quite honest, I have tried to do that in the succeeding 10 years. 

I�lcrviewer: Lee us move along now to a completely different topic, 

education. Now there are bi& chanae• at the moment planned in the education 
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system. Indeed, the Minister Dr. Mawhinney haa cone ahead with the Bill 

which has become law and he has gone ahead really a&ainat the wiahea of the 

Catholic Church as outlined in a recent interview by Bishop Daly. Nov are 

you reaigned to thia situation in this new Education 8111 aapecially the 

provision that doesn't give Catholic school truateea a veto ovar tha tranafer 

of the control of the school to local parents. That now ia 1nacribed in law 

and there ie nothin& you can do about that? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: I didn't hear the interview you refer to, but I could 

imaaine what Bishop Daly would have said in it. By the way might I point out 

that this is tha firat meaaure as far aa I mow, certainly in recent yeara, 

goin& throU&h the Britiah Parliament. I know it ia only an Order. It didn't 

go through a• an Act but it Wft� r.h� first thin& on which the Britiah 

Parliament voted in Which every eincle Northern MP whether nationalist, 

Official Unionist, Democratic Unionist or anything alee all voted on the aama 

side and they all voted amona the "no'a". I think that ia worth pointin& 

out. In fact if you had read Hansard on the occaaion then at one stage Dr, 

Paisley said that "the Catholic Church nnd it io known that I - not a &reat 

admirer and so on, the Catholic Church haa worked very hard for ita achoola" 

he aaid and I don't sae why they should be discriminated about and I am very 

&rateful to Dr. Pai1ley for aayinc that. In fact in that statement he 1aaaed 

ao much on the side of what the bi1hopa were tryinc to achieve, waa it David 

Alton I think it waa in hie reply coming iD111ediately after Dr. Paisley, he 

aaid there seems to be new coalition emer&in& between the honourable 

aentleman and Cardinal O Fiach. 

Int1rviewer: But I suppose Dr. Mawhinney and indeed the aupportera of 

intecrated education would say there are extremists on both •idea. 

Cardinal O Fiaich: They probably would but at any rata when we i•1ued our 

criticism we iaeued a number of documents and ao on but the moat recent one 

at the time that it waa accepted bY the Briti1h Parliament ve concentrated 

mainly on two features. We pointed out that there were certain thinaa there 

we liked in the Bill as for instance the inclusion of reliaioua education aa 

part of the procramme. We pointed out that there were certain thing• we 

didn't like so much like open enrolement in all schools bacauae we felt thia 

mi&ht lead and wae very likely to lead to 1oma of the rather weaker achools 

aoing to the wall but we did concentrate on the one you mention and the other 

one, the one you mention beinc that according to the terms of the Order if a 
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majority of parents with regard to a particular achool, if they at any time 

wish to transfer the school from bein& a Catholic school to being a 

grant-maintained integrated school then they are entitlad to do ao because 

they are a majority but our point of course waa they are a majority at a 

particular time, that without any reference to the pariah community who built 

that school and probably built it at areet 1acrifices over a period of years 

through makin& the 50� contribution to it without Ut:f raference at all, let's 

say, to the situation of the school ... 

Interyicyar: I suppose your critics might ass,me it ia juat the Catholic 

Church in a rear auard action because it doean't like aeein& ita power beina 

chipped away. You don't see it like that? 

Cardinal o Fiaich: No, I don't at all, Al a matter of fact the two points 

we made were the one that we were discuaaina earlier in other word• the 

transfer of a school like that without any reference either to the trustees 

or to the local Catholic com1111mity who have built it and so on without any 

reference to what the other parent• who perhaps nut year mi&ht have a 

majority without any way of tranferrina back again. It only provides for 

transfer in nnt direction. Without any reference to ell thoae thin&• ekat a 

transient group of parents have the power to opt out of beina a Catholic 

school and into being an intearated school, 

Intaryiewet: So you are fightina the leaislation 1till then are you? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Well we are unhappy about it. I am not ••Yin& what we

are going to do next. We did get legal advice •• appeared on the papers of 

course that this could provs to be unconatitutional and that it teemed to be 

discrilDinatory but I will keep my cards cloae to 'l1f!I cheat today. 

Interviewer: Now we are conducting this interview ri&ht in the middle of 

Church Unity week and indeed you have choaen this time to aive thi• interview 

to the BBC. What h Church Ull.ll..:f weekt 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Well it ia an effort every year to pray and to, ae it 

were, bring people together for the cauaa of ultimate ,mity between all the 

Christian churches and it has been going on for many yeara even before the 

Catholic Ch1,1rch be&an t.n tllke pai:t in it. But for acvci:al years no" in th,e 
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North of Ireland we have uaed it for get-toaethera, for diacusaiona, for 

sermona, for ·exchange of pulpita and, for instance, already nov laat week it 

would be last Thuraday when it began, it aoea from 18th to 25th January, 

Int•ryiewer: I said it maybe in a aliahtly cynical way not vlahing to 

undermine what is going on in Church Unity week but bacauae we have ao many 

theme weelts these daya I wonder how you could mark thia one out and indeed 

whether it had any relevance to What ie going on at the coal face of life in 

Northern Ireland. 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Yea. I accept that of courae it will paaa without baina 

noticed by many people. I accept that. But it ia an effort to bring church 

men particularly and church ettandara cloaer toaathar. Aa I Juat look back 

last Thursday I had all the clera of Armaah who would accept invitationa to 

come to my houae and we had morning coffee and we talked over thing• and ao 

on. Than on Friday we opened a new centre for inter-church temperance 

movements and aet up a new one in an effort to combat abuae of alcohol in all 

the churches and we all have a problem in that, particularly with aome of our 

youna people. 

Int•ryiever: What about the role of the various Chriatian churchea in andina 

violence and breaking the political empaaae in Northern Ireland. Should the 

churches be more or less political? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: I think they should certainly not be more political. I 

believe that when any church and a political party become too cloaaly 

associated then I think it ia damaging to both aides. What I would like to 

aay ancl I tbli:.k LL"' uul,1 cules ot �h• churchea in tne whole matter of 

politics is to conatantly emphasise what you miaht call the virtues that 

bring people together 11kt charity and love and compaasion and patience and 

so on and to constantly oppose things like anger and hatred and revenge. I 

think if the Church does that it is doing a good job. 

Interview�: You have another 9 years to run, I aather. 75 ia the aort of 

aae when the Pope conaider retiring you. Have you any aoala for the nat 9 

yeara? 

r.,,rdin111 0 Fiaic:h: Well I thinlt u ee•t llack to V11u• ""' t,.,11,w ! think ra:, 

priority goal certainly still remain.a demonstration of peace in Northern 
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Ireland. llat io the one I want to see and I don't know whether I 111a 

entitled to appeal once more aa I have appealed ao often in the past to the 

IRA and to indeed to all paramilitary groups for Qod'a sake to atop the 

violence because not only is it getting us nowhere it is sinful, it is wrong 

and from the point of view of the objective it 1• counter-productive, because 

you cannot 1mite people with bombs and bullets, All you do is separate them 

still further. If you art asking for, aa it were, a liat of ambition• and 

hopea and co on I would like, for inatanct, I would like lu w•• the Pope 

returning to Ireland but this time coming to the North, well North and South. 

Interviewer: Do you think he actually will come to Northern Ireland? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: T t.hink if we have a peaceful eituation. I think he 

would love to come back to Ireland a1ain. He got a areat welcome the last 

time and I thinlt he would 1et an equally 1reat welcome in the North. 

Inttrviewer: So you think that if the Pope is aoina to come to Northern 

Ireland there ie a larae burden of responaibility on the Provisional IRA 

maybe to make it possible for him to come hara. 

Cardinal Q Fiais;h: Well, I don't want to see them•• it were atOPPina for 

that tfln"on, T vnnt tn ••• tham rtoppinn boon�oo.J!tho, ,key aea C1lq !a 

wrong. Then it would become a practical poaaibility after that. 

Interviewer: Finally, Cardinal, and without wiahina to appear too peraonal a

question of deception of how you are seen by those who maybe aren't of your 

religion and don't support your political ai11111, now without wishing to sound 

1mkinrt, thrnt1&h all the cutti1140 I h11vo •eall \:!\era l\aa !'.6�� � .,.....,1,.,,. vl 

phrases "turbulent prieat", "Sinn Fein Cardinal", "The IRA Cardinal from 

Croaamaglen" and indeed I have noticed a quote in the 'Iriah Times• it aaya 

"in the demonology of the extreme Protestant Unionist tradition the Cardinal 

comes pretty near the top", Why do they believe thia? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Well I don't know to what extent many of them believe it 

at all. I think coing back to a point I made earlier that Vhen you are &eked

to make an instant comment on some one particular thins you will make a 

comment of that kind. I was also described as an "evil prelate" as an 

"01re". I could give you a whole litany of them JIIYHlf but you have been 
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very accurate in what you have quoted. Side by aide with that I would claim 

that relationships between the clergy of the Catholic Church and the various 

Protestant churches have never been aa cloae and aa friendly aa they are at 

the moment and I am not wishin& to boast or anythina like that but I would 

claim that I have helped those friendship& alona very much. I have helped to 

build them up. Our church leadera now meet very recularly, every month or 

two, We visit two or three of the larceet cities and tovna throuahout the 

country in the year. We want to be seen to&ether, We want to be aeen able 

to work tocether and so on to cive good example to our cleraY and to the 

ordinary people. 

Interyiewer: How can you personally convince those Unionists aay who do eee 

you as the bogey man, the "Provo" Cardinal? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Well, I think my record over tha years should be 

sufficient for that. You know it ia very easy to tose out a term of that 

kind and it really means nothing in practice. But, I have hundreds of 

friend& amona the Northern Protestants, I invite many of th8111 torr:, houae 

from tillle to time. We usually have little aet-togethere of 30 or 40 

Protestants, 30 or 40 Catholics and so on and I have never experienced 

anythin& except the highest courteay. 

Interviewer: I wondered uyba if it was becauaa sometimes you expreaaad the 

personal feelinas you hold aa the "individual" Tomas O Fiaich aa oppoeed to 

those viavc which =ybc you should keep to yourself ir you uot lh11 Cardinal. 

Do you aee any atru&ale there between the two? 

Cardinal O Fiaich: Well I have always made it clear of courae anytime I 

expressed a view of that kind that this is ailllply my own personal view but it 

is not in any way a Church view. The Church haa no views on all of those 

political questions. The Catholic Church in Ireland can live with a 

monarchy, with a republic with any kind or form of covernment, with a united 

Ireland or with a divided Ireland. The Catholic Church is not in any way 

involved in that and the same thing goes for all over the world. And one 

point perhaps that would be worth malting is that many of my own people will 

disagree with my views on some queationa like that. I know that I have, for 

instance in the Catholic Church in the North of Ireland, I have Catholics who 

are Unionists and v� b.llve to try to be anewaring for them aa well for thoee 
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who mi�t be rep1,11:>lir:a11,a, ?011 know I think the Church has to be a aathttrttr 

together ratner than a cr:atterer and that ■omebody who i■ in a permanent 

position in the Churr:h therefore has to be open to the view• of all while, if 

he wishes, retaining his own personal views. 
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