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Subject; Article in Belfast Telegraph ot 28/12/90 by Peter Brooke 

Attached is text of article by Mr. Brooke as carried on editorial 
page of todaya Belfast Telegraph together with text of 
accompanying editorial, 
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-�Both">Governments·--,must aim-· I

to. re�ch:·a situ-ation where each 
is. r�Fl_dy to· go the extra mile . 
and : be willing- ,_ -to· review 
accepted wisdom' - -

_, 

Bdful TeJecra.ia. Friu.J, December ZS 1991 
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NEA.Rl Y a year 110 I spoke in Bangor selling 
out my views on the nee� for poht1cal progress 
in Nonhem Ireland. ' 
• The ye�r h;u �e.n a considerable amount _o( 
activity on the pol111ta1 front. I have talked w11h 
che leaders ol the oon$1itucional political parties 
io Nonhcm lrelanc.l, and wich representatives o f

l!lc 1-rish Ciovemment. • Media· � lla< 
blown hot and cold: "breakdown,", narrowly 
averted, were followed by "b!e�kthroughs" that 
unac:countably failed to matenahse. 

So this is a good. time to •�plain 11ihy the past 
year hu seen real advances on Che polirical 
rront. Aller 20 years 10 which che pnlitical 
proceu in Northern Ireland sums to have 
moved in spasms people have 101 u,ied to the 
"nine day wonder ,yndrome"; politics make the 
headlines for a fu, weeks or n1on1hs, anLI lhon 
disappear for the. nen three or four years. No 
last in� prasreu can be made In thar WIiy, so I 
consaously �•1 out Al the beginning of this yur 
to ••aid this. 

It would h•ve been ideal ii we had been able 
to reach aarccment on everything within a few 
months. Failin1 1h11 the best approach was to 
settle down 10 slow, pain113kin1 _re10lullo!' of 
difficulties. So I make no apolo11es for d1sal?" 
pointina everyone by omiuing to pull a rabbit 
out of 1lte hat. This procass will take u long as II 
takes, 

A year ago 10me said proaress on the pelitical 
front could not be made and 10 should not be 
tried. Thi, time was "nor ri&ht". The various 
p:inies had mutually c1ctu,ive agenda,, aer••· 
ment would be imp>Uible berwcen rhcm. Yet 
the areas or common ground •mon¥ the part1t, 
were clear to anyone who looked 

• Unthinkable
And evenu dunns subsequent month• have 

shown that the outlook wu not H bleak H some 
p,ople had (eared. Thi< year ha<, �niched �p 
some soiirl •chlevemenls on the pohtrCJtl front in 
Northern Ireland. 

..
. 
A YCilr i1en fnr ''"""'"· it ,uould ... , •• lu .... 

/ 

u·nthinkoble to mOAt thll the panics would be discuss1n11 the possihility of talks dealing wirh relationships berwecn both parts of 1he commu• nily in l\lorthem Ireland and relationshiP< be· rwcen both pans of Ireland. Thot is one or rhe dividend., of 1990- people Are 1aikin1. 
l'olirkal development has been moved finnly 

tn the top nf everyone', agenda, The ••changes 
over the past year have provided that means. 
and the parties have dcmon1lrated considuabie 
flcX.ibility and commitment to them. I believe 
thal the political leaders were nor just "going 
throueh the motions". 

I believe thot they were respondine 10 a 
ueepty.tclt need among their electors, The 
people of Nonhem Ireland have had enough. 
They want a polili�J s1rucrurc to which all can 
give their commitmcn1 and suppor1, �nd ,n 
which all can h�ve a say In decision-making. The 
pany leedc11, I believe, were respondin� to that 
sennmenr, and were light to do)(). 
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By the Rt. Hon. 
Peter Brooke, 
Secretary . of State 
for Northern Ireland 
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llie �cond dividend i1 r6c•scopc for move­
ment, and the leaders have selUd 11. It can only 
be 1ood for Nonhem Ireland that thei,e 
exchanaes hive Involved all the main constitu• 
donal pulldal panies, Tba1 lltows Willingness 
on the pan of an coneemed to play a lull role ia 
ch1nln1 Northern lreiand"s pttll over the co111• 
tn1_year1. r welcome that WiWnp,eu. 

Too many people In Nonhern Ireland prefer 
to opt out ol anything 10 do with poUtics. Tbc 
reuons are understandable. but w,11 do Nonll­
e"! Ireland no sand in the ions term. 

Responsive 
Su the third dividend is to hold nut the hope 

to people in both parts of the i:ommun,ty tliat 

l 
better and more responsive political 1tnicturc. 
are a real poulbllity; And 1h1t more people may 
be cncouraaed to consider playing a pater 
pan, 1akin1 srearer . control over - and 
answerabllity for - their own affaars. 

TIie fourtli dividend? Politicians - not ter­
rorists ..,.. have set the agenda. Sinn Fein have 
tried to adopt the language of ucommodabon, 
but that doe1n't wuh. 'Tlley say they wish to talk 
without pre<endilions when thay have imposed 
the biucst prc-<e>ndition of all, that th•t mu�t 
be allowed 10 set uide democracy, ud replace 1t 
with µnanemm. . , This year's cvenu have .. felocussed public 
auentlon and debate back whare II belonp on 10 
the constitutional poliricians who represent the 
't'.MI 11\IIOrilY nf l'll'.O�lt.. in Nnnht.i'n Irr.Jani!, 
That 11 where the emphasis beionas and where 1t 
should slay, 

H 
The.filth dividend has been the prolong!'d and 

intensive dilcussions that I have had with the 
ltish Government on the issue of political 
dcveto11men1. lt has been the moat considered 
discUS1ton of this issue in many yean. 
• Legitimate

As co-sianatory ol the An&Jo-lrish AJree­
mcnt, the Irish Government has comm11ted itself 
10 the objtctivcs ol the A1reem1n1 - peace, 
stability, and reconciliation - and will have an 

l 
important role 1n any fu1ure overall talks. �oth 
Oovemments have, throueh these d1scuss1ons. 
been able to establish I real aense of construe• 
rive movement towards a common aoal. 

This son of creative dialogue, conducted wi!b 
clarity and maturity. i1 something that wtll • 
produce lonc•tenn bene�ts. �oth Govemmen!' 
must aim 10 reach a s11uatton where each 1s 
ready 10 go the extr� mile and be wiilina to 
review a=pted wisdom, 

We musl both be prepared to step outside the \\ 
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The :way ahecld- ■ 

/
confines of dogmatic positions and io �arch for 

•11 \\new mechanism, and llructuras to reconcile the 
l legitimate interesll and upir11tions of all people 

,;;j"- In Ireland: structures which will balance 
• cherished ideals with practical realities. 

So the main ettect of this yoar hu nnt hecn to 
produel: 1 simple answer 10 a difficult question, 
bul rather ro enoouraa, new thinkina about key 
issues, rc•analyiis of llOll1lons and soals, and re­
cvalu■tion of the •·■lidity of tradlt10nal alms In 
1he conten of lhe 199()s, 

For old orthodoxies to break down, ofren all 
1h11 is needed is ;o, people 10 start questtonina 
1hclr relevance. This, above all, is wha1 has 
characterised the past year. The inter-play of 
differing views on key luues hH &one some way 
towards encouraain1 the un-freezfng of pos11ion1 
and the cousideration or ideH r��t might 
prcviou$ly hau been ruled our. 

I believe 1hr. the eonchulon 1h1t mosr readers 
will have drawii .J!Y now is 1hat ii is no !oncer 

enoup on ;Jar lidt t� say "what we have, we 
hold' • end l11ve ii at that. 

A rhririna, vigorous f'Olirical life, on which 
1he whole fabric of socicrv depends, ,s a process 
of give and take, In, which long-term bentfils 
have to bt balanced against short-term gains. 

It means a willlngncu 10 try and undemand 
opposina views, even if it is impouible 10 aaree 
wi1h them, and a commitment to try 10 work· out 
an accomrnodation which will mean no-one 
winnina ail. but which will abo safeguard a1ainst 
anyone losln& ,.U. 

I believe this past year has shown lhat the 
political partie■ in Northern Ireland are wiUin1 to work towards such an occommodatlon, and 
•m confident that this will continue o;cr the 
next few months and that ii will be encouraged 
by both Governments. The time ls ri&ht for such 
•n endeavour, and the rime is now. 

By the Rt. Hon. 

Peter Brooke, 
. 5ecr.elao' of Slate 
for Northern Ireland 

Belfast Tele11:rapb, Friday, December 281990 
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