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30 OCTOBER 1990 

TO HQ FROM WASH!NGTO 
POR ASST SEC .GALLAGHER: FROM BRENDAN SCANNELL

l. 

2. 

STATEMENT'B!l SPEAKER FOLEY ON ru BOMBING
I Only in exceptional circumstances has it become the tta.dition' of the Speaker of .the House of Reprasentatives to seek thefloor of_ the House to ma.ke a statement. On Satw:day, 27October, at the opening of business on the floor o f  the House,the ·first item !of whioh was the consideration of the 

• 
t . Immigration Bill,
1

speaker Foley stepped down from the Chairand asked for �• floor to make a statement on the IRAbombings of the 24 October.

The Spea.ker, we understand, consulted with CongressmanDoll.nelly ,. Chairman of the Friends a.nd Mr Bob Michel,• 
I Republic�n Leadertin the House before making the statement. The,Speaker, speaking on behalf of the Friends of Ireland

! 

(which he remarke he served.as Honor�ry Cnairman), condemnedthe IRA bombing and methods "unequivocally-. You Will recallI that the Speaker also d1anounced the IRA in simiJ.arcircumstances on 2, August for the murder of Ian Gow.

3. CoDllllent

The Speaker continues to follow Irish matters closely. He hadprivately been involved in the negotiations. in the last few
) 

days in securing Jn additional US $20 million for the IFI.( . The Speakf!r, by re�esting the House floor before a::i important
debate on Immigration which concerned Ir�land, also helped to
reinforce to House·melllbers his continuing interest in Irish
·affairs and the Friends of Ireland.

ENDS 
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MR. FOLEY, Mr. Speaker, I rise in both anguisb. and. 
outrage. '1'wo days ago, on Wednesday, octobar 24, 1990, the Irish 
Repw,1ie&n AJ:my (!RA) exceeded even its gory record of infamy 
when it took hostage at gunpoint three sepuat• catholic tamilies 
in Northern Ireland and forced a family melllber fr0lll each to 
become nm.an car bombs. Using terror tactics no doUllt learned 
from their Middle Eastern count�arts, the IRA threatened death 
for the remaining !uily membt!!rs to force those they had 
kidnapped to drive �losive-laden vehicles to military 
checkpoints where they were then detonated. 

• Ttta· ·tragic-· t:ol:-J:· o,r--thes•···at·taclta · WctS • 7 iiea:d and--3 �-M:ftded.
one of the dead and 21 ot the wounded. were simple l:Jystandei"s, as 
is so o!ten the case with !RA attac:Jcs. 'rhese innocents were added 
to a lone; and shameful list ot others who recently fell victi.ln to 
llUl slaughter - uong them a nun, 2 tourists, an �ant, a 
soldier's wife. The nA kills many more iluiocent pa11&ersby � 
it ever has members of the �ritisb army or security forc:es. 

A truly frighteninq aspect of these murders was that, 
although prominently raported, they have excited so little pw,lie 
condanation in this country. I fe� that the nu. haa succeeded, 
as have other terrori.st·qr0\1ps, in perpetrating so many gricly 
ati:ocitios that their eqreqious brutality seems to lll&nY Amoricans 
the c0llmlonplace and eJCpected in Northern :traland. Such numbness 
must, for humanity's saka, be overCOllle. As d�enders of the rule 
of law and cf hU?D.an dignity, we m.t;5t voice abhorrence for 
terrorist acts. We must dwell on their cruelty and on their 
ultimate futility. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe I speak today for myself and for the 

/
• bipartisan Friends of Ireland. The Friends of Ireland include
l.68 M�ers of the House dedicated to pr5?J!!9�.i.P.9'. . .l2.eace ,!-Dd···,. 
reconciliation in Ireland. r suve·as the honorary cna.1.rmari �f 
the Fr±ends ·along with· the �liean Lea-aer·, Mr. ·Mi'Cha'h- 'I'be··· 
!:tec:utive committee of the Friends is chaired .by Mr. Dcnnelly, 
and includes Mr. McDad•, Mr.Dwyer, Mr. Madigan, Mr, Williams and 
Mr. Lowery. 

All cf the Friends of 'Ireland, Democrats and Republicans 
alike, have an interest in Irish affairs. Many of us share Irish 
ancestry. But nona of us share any illusions a.bout the nature of 

l 
th� conflict in Ireland. We see no ro�ance in the tactics of the 
IRA, no glory in its pol.icy of assassination and massacre. IM 
atrocities do not support sectarian dialogue. IRA dest.'t'U�ion 
cannot bring unific::a.tion- That is why this latest, most cold 
blooded group of murders must�• condemned uneqaivocally. 

Mr, Speaker, the Ill. identified those it :forcod to transport 
its bombs as "eollq})orators." Their conneetion·to British forces 

©NAI/TSCH/2020/17 /36



IRE El!B/IVASH DC �0041004 

PAGE:.003 

seems to have been either nonexist.ent or remote, Th• point to be·taken from the IRA 1 a appalling rationalization is that.any person- Proteatant or catholic - is a potential victim. of its wide­ran;ing, indiscz-Wna.te violence. That violence, and the o:bscene
, 

indiffareace to life it em:bodies - must be constantly exposed, decried and renounced, And al.ways, such :b&r�iai must be rem•mbered for what it is - savagery that can only des-troy, neverrebuild, the !?.'.eland the IRA says it wants 't:o see, 

··- · ·•·· • ... . -
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