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With permission, I should like to �eke a statemant about the 
�eport of an enquiry conOucted in North

j
rn Ireland by �r John 

Stevens, Deputy Chief Constable of Camb idgeshire. Mr Stevens was 
appointed on 14 September 1989 by the C, ief Constable 'of ·the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary to conduct an inquiity into allegat!ions of 
collusion between members of the securit� forces in Northern Ireland 
and 1,oyalist paramilitaries, end to make recommendatio,ns. He 
presented his report to the ChiP.f �nn1<t-ai:,1. on , AJ>d:1' 199v oric:1, 

subsequently, �as prepared a summary of his findings and 
recommendations, That summary, together with a copy of the complete 
report, was made available to me earlier this week. The Chief 
Constable has made the summary report publicly evai leb:J.e ea-rlier 
today. Copies have been placed in the L�brarv of this Hn"""" ""a 
that of another place,

.2 .  Mr t..�avAn"' t"!r,Y\.1,,�l.:•cl • rnov,: t-.,-,e,.,..,.,.at,h •nd. -:t.••-c•.,•v.l.••>;,1 r:-;,uJu.1-=� 

in whi�h. �g h9 hi��o1f � ► r��n�� - �- � •• -� .11 �L.1,My �QCC1�c� Lui� 

co-operation at  every level frnm both th RUC and Army. In 
connection with his enquiry, 94 persons 1ave been arrested, of whom 
59 h�VP �i�h�r hoon 

criminol offences. 
.c.J..Lb !i.u.«..i...Q..Q. •11.10 •�• 

Th,-, 111>1jo>ri ty c,f thQc � oacoo 0>re CO'\rored by l!11= 
Ll. .... -0._..1..,. i... •·•'Y•'-"l"�"' cvi: me 't.O comment turther 

3. Mr Speaker, the report from Mr Ste•ens was addressed to the
Chier constable. Many of 1ts conclusion1 and recommendations are
p rimar ily co� 111,11 tu con:;10er. utners a. e for the Army authorities
in Northern Ireland. or my Rt Hon FriQnd tho Socrotery of SLoL� rvL
Defence,

4. Mr Stevens found that the passing c f information ;'to
to a

( 
paramilitaries Oid take place; but that 1 his was restricted 
small numbor of individuals and was neitler widespread inor
institutionalised., Moreover, he has reccgnised that sbeps taken by
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the police and the Army both before and since September 1989 have 
already significantly reduceO the risk cf repetition. No document 
so far traced to the possession of Loyalist paramilit•rles bore a 
recent date. Mr Stevens recognises that there must be some tension 
between the need to disseminate information for operational purposes 
and the need effectively to safeguard that information. He finds, 
nevertheless, that there were deficiencies in procedur�s for 
identifying and accounting for documents containing se�sitive 
information. Far too much material was •irculating at any one time; 
and the easy avallability of photocopier� further extended the risk 
of unlawful Oissemination. Accordingly, the report co�tains a 
number of detailed recommendations aimed at further improving the 
arrangements for the dissemination and c ntrol of all .ensitive 
information; already some of these have ieen ann nthPr• •r0 k�,�-
-·--.-•-·"-.. '"u. , ... ;:,�t<veans notes that the bsence of adequate control 
procedures at the material time severely hampered the efforts of his 
enquiry to discover the origins of OocumEnts and to trace persons 
who might have been criminally reaponsib e for passing :them on: and 
that, for related reasons, it cannot be • ssumed that a :document with 
a pijrticular provenance was leaked directly from the organisation 
which produced it. 

5. As Mr Stevens' own summary makes clear, any evide�ce or
allegotion of criminal conduct was rigoroJsly followed �p. No
c.haroR� h :. vpi, hoc::u'\, 1. -. .:...a. ���a, ,.. ... t �••z 111�111Ut,t1: 0[ -cne RUC. Mc Stevens

( 

concluded that there had been criminal misbehaviour by� few 
individu,., -·-'-·-� ~' �he Ulster Defence teaime t. Thil; is a matter 
of great regret to me as I know it is to .he great majority of those 
honourable and courageous men and women w10 are the backbone of a 
very fine Regiment; and I therefore welcone Mr Stevens•·equally firm 
conclusion that it would be wholly wrong o believe that a 
si9nificant proportion 9f member� of thfl DnR WRrP involved with 
paramilitaries. The House will know that steps have already been 
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taken to tighten up procedure for screering potential members of the 
Regiment. Mr Stevens h11s mede recommencl at ions for. fur,ther 
improvements to the arrangements in this area.

6, I see nothing in the findings of t�e Stevens enquiry to lessen 
my conviction that the UDR plays a vital and valued part in the l -Army's support for the police-led enti-tprrorist effort:. I am

l convinced that the Regiment is fundament lly sound; I am fully aware
of the great efforts that continue to be mado by the Regiment
steadily to improve its effectiveness an; professionalism, and I
nave no doubt that the overwhelming majo ity of its members
impartially serve the whole community in Northern Ireland. I remind
the House that, in that service, over 18( serving and over 40 former
members of the Regiment have ��en kill�� in N0rthnrn lP•l•�d 1" �h�
past �u years; only 2 days ago 11 member1 of the UDR were decorated
or were mentioned in Pespatches.

7. Mr Stevens also makes proposals relating to the t�chnical and
scientific support services available to �he RUC's anti-terrorist
work, identifying in particular scene of crime examinat�ons,
fingerprint analysis and the scientific ekamination ot possible
e�hibits, The need for improvements in m�ny of these a�eas had
already been recognised by the Chief Cons able; and Mr �tevens'
recommendations in these fields will now ,e for the Chief Constable
to take forward, I stand ready to respon5 as sympathetically as I
can to any specific recommendations which the Chief Con$table may
wish to put to me,

9. Mr Speaker, painful though its find ngs in some r6spects may
be, the Stevens' report is a most valuabl◄ document. Iti has
highlighted shortcomingo and deficiencies in several important
areas. Action by the police and the Army to remedy many of the
deficiencies to which Mr Stevens has drawr attention has already
been taken or is now in hand; and immediate consideration will now
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be given to his detailed recommendations for further improvements.ram sure that the whole House.�hares m� gratitude to the Chief constable of the RUC for initiating this inquiry and to Mr Stevens for the exemplary care and vigour with Which he has ca�ried it out. It will contribute to increasing the ski�l end dedication with whichthe Security Forces carry out their vita task of comb�tting and aeteating terrorism in Northern Ireland �herever it is to be found,l hope the whole House will jo1n me in p ying tribute to the skilled, courageous and impartial way in which they carry it out.
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