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In London,the Northern Ireland Office said today’'s ruling was "moat worrying®.

vVary aisturped TNAT UWen Cuii'vil lus beel dllused LU wahe Woe ©f tho polivical
offenca exception.Coming 80 soon on the heels of a similar ruling in the case
of Finnucane,this 1s a most worrying decision. We cannot sccept that aots of

terrorism,which put peopleés’ lives,be they membars of the seourity foroes or

the general public.,at risk,arw in any way political. Those who perpatrate thes
callous and evil deeds should be brought to justice.Ws shall be studying the
judgments closaely.as® soon as we traeceive thesm,in order to see how aitustions

such as this can be avoided in future".

A Downing Straeat opokoesmen aaiA tha Prime Miniatwi ‘s offica had "nothing to

add" to tha Northern Ireland Office atatemant.
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