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Hume’'s efforts to encourage Sinn Féin dialogue

In order to give a new impetus to the internal Sinn Féin
debate, John Hume has had as an objective for some time to
convince the Secretary of State that he should - to quote
Hume’' s recent Sunday Independent article - "directly address

their own (i.e. Sinn Fein’'s) stated reasons for what they
call armed struggle and demonstrate that those reasons no
longer exist". Hume would, therefore, like to see the
Secretary of State take an early opportunity to put on the
record that the British have no longer any diplomatic,
security, military, economic or financial vested interest in
staying in Northern Ireland and that the issue of self-
determination is one on which the Irish people themselves
must seek to reach agreement.

Hume recently drafted a text (Annex 1 attach233 which he has
passed to the NIO and asked that it be considéred as a basis
for the suggested speecﬁ by the Secretary of State. He has
also handed over to the NIO a text which he has received
from a source who has sought to- interpret Sinn Fein thinking
on this issue and who is working with Hume in trying to

advance the dialogue within Sinn Fein (Annex 2).

The limited indication we have to date suggests that the
British remain very cautious and circumspect about the Hume
approach.

e
Dermot Gallagher,
28 May, 1990.
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Sinn Fein and the Provisional iRA have repeatedly stated that t.he:lzr
objective is a united Ireland without a B;'itish presence, and have argued
that it can only be achieved by force. Onhe of the reasons for this
advanced by their spokesmen is that Britain has some interest of her own
in staying in Northern Ireland and is therefore engaged in some way in
defending those interests by force and by military strength.

Britain of course has an interest in Northern Ireland which is to respond
with warm goodwill and friendship to the needs of the people of Northern
Ireland as a_‘whole. (We respect and admire the contribution which they

have made to the Union in peace and war.) But let me be very clear!

In the second half of the 20th Century, no matter what has been the position
in the past, the British Government has no political, military, strategic or
economic interest in staying in Ireland or in the exercise of authority
there that could transcend respect for the wishes of the majority in Northern
Ireland. If the people were freely to decide that they wished to unite

with the South then not only would the British Gowermment not stand in the
way, they would facilitate and legislate for the change.

What that weans in clear terms is that Irish unity is a matter for Irish
péople and for no one else. If those Irish people who want unity can per-
suade those who do not, Why should a British Govervment stand in the way?
That peing the case, the question asked by most British people is, What
is the possible justification for the use of force in such circumstances?
I now ask the same question.

We also hear calls from time to time, calls for round-table conferences
involving elected representatives of the Irish people, North, and South, .to
discuss the future and future relationships between the people of Ireland.
It seems to us at the ipresent’. time that asreabent on such a conterence is
extremely unlikely, but if it were the British Goverrment would mot stand
in the way. Indeed, we would give it our encouragement.

In the meantime and in the absence of agreement on all these matters,
the British Government contirmues and will continue to exercise its
responsibilities in Northern Ireland and to do our best to ensure peace,
stability and some measure of ernnamic prosperity there. We would only
wish that all the people and parties there would -give ‘us their fuil co-
operation in achieving these objectives.
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W Provisional | .GA say thal Yey are Lightiog o "War of Independence®
lo win L fevedon al sell=deteminalion For the people of Lrelond.They maintain thet
foree most be ased tn peesaade the British Goveriweol to acknowledge such a freedom
biseamnse il‘ has o “cotoniat” seli-interest in,remaining in Northern lreland and in
t‘“'l‘(‘l!ii‘llil aulhorily therve, :

This dalerpretal ion ol fhe politicul giluplion in Northern [reland is
Lased on the Calse assamplion that Beitain s some interest of bher own in remaining
Lhere and is, Lherefove endgaged, io some way, in delending those interests hy force and
wililary sleeuglh.

Writainyob conete has sue anlerest o Noclheea Teeliol which is Lo respond
webh warm gomd-wil | and Cricendship Lo the needs ol the people of Northern Jreland as
o vbmle. (We respect aml adnive 1he conteibhution which Lhey have made to Lhe Union
peace ad waes) Bl el e he very eleae! lo Ll seeod tind € of the 200h century,
na maller what has been Lhe posilion in Lhe past,lhe #ritish Goverymenl has no politi-
calami lilary,strateqic,or economie interesl in staying in Ireland or in the exercise
al cdhirily theee Thal cowld transcend respect for Lhe wishes of the majurity in
Noelhern L relband.

The: palitical nd secorily silualion,as il has now developed in Northern
Lee lind, it Lo Phe hiztorical,polilical,religious sexd cnlturnl divisions which
separiale the peouple of the Noationalist tradilion from the people of the Unionist
Leadiban in Treland. Jhese divisions are at the root of Lhe conflict there and not
any self-olerested,dominion policies ol The Brilish Goveromend.. -

the cent eal issue m the conflict, Lherefore,is wot Lo perseade the Brilish

-‘ Gavernment Lo decide an the gaeslion of "sell-delermination in lrebmnd bul Lo bridge
Ihe divisitons belween the people ol bolh Lradilions Lhere in o way thal will enable
[hem Lo decide il, freely and democraticolly, for themselves.

Ihe polilical consensus and ngreement which would bridge these traditional
divisiong ond 80 vpen the wiy o o peacelul resalution of the question of icish eelf-
delerminalion,can onl)} be achicved lhrough the proceases of political debste and
dialogue between Lhe people ot hoth Lraditions.

Should {hey, through Lheir political representntives,ageee to engage in
such dialogue,the Britisly Guvermment would do everything poesible to vccommodate end
facilitate it. It would, for example,provide Lhe necessary freme-work end forum which
could teke the formof en on-going Conference or Convention composed of the official
repreSentatives of the people of both traditions.It would confine ite 6wn role in such
8 dialogue to that of facilitator and so would not officially take pert in it or much
less,seek,in any way,to dictate to it.

This means that the British Government is prepared to withdraw from the

central area of historical,pnlitical,religious and cultural conflict and from the
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taram of polal veal debate thal would seck Lo vesolve il so Lhal The parties
Lo Ul cont Licl ey, Lhie prople of U Nalaasrtisl Leadilaon and Lhe people of the
o st Leadelbion,eanbd cogage Ceee by, independent Ly and democeal ically in Lhe polit-

eal dvadogue and agrecment -mak g which would bridge their divisions

" Showdd Lhis dislogue resull in agreements,based on Lhe consent of
g :

Lhe people ul The twa bradrbions,which would bheidge Lhe potitical divisions between
Lhew anad detie Lhe torms af pew poliltieal steactmees which would ombodvainst ilule
) organise gueh agreeementa, Lhe Reatish Governmenl would regpored wailh Lhe ecessary

Tegiestaliion,
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