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Hume'• effort• to encourage Sinn F6in dialogue 

1. In order to give a new impetus to the internal Sinn Fein

debate, John Hume has had as an objective for some time to
convince the Secretary of State that he should - to quote

Hume's recent Sunday Independent article - "directly address

their own (i. e. Sinn Fein's) stated reasons for what they

call armed struggle and demonstrate that those reasons no

longer exist". Hume would, therefore, like to see the

Secretary of State take an early opportunity to put on the

record that the British have no longer any diplomatic,

security, military, economic or financial vested interest in 

stayin9 in Northern Ireland and that the issue of self­

determination is one on which the Irish people themselves

must seek to reach agreement.

2. Hume recently drafted a text (Annex l attached) which he has
passed to the NIO and asked that it be consid�red as a basis

for the suggested speech by the Secretary of State. He has

also handed over to the NIO a text which he has received

from a source who has sought t� interpret Sinn Fein thinking
on this issue and who is working with Hume in trying to

advance the dialogue within Sinn Fein (Annex 2).

3. The limited indication we have to date suggests that the

British remain very cautious and circumspect about the Hwne

approach.

�3...-z::-
Dermot Gallagher, 

28 May, 1990. 
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Sinn Fein and the Provisional J.RA have repeatedly stated that thej,r , ' 
objective is a united Ireland without a British presence, and have argued 
that it can only be achieved by• force. One of the reasons for this 

advanced by their spokesmen is that Britain has 110111e interest of her own 
in staying in Northern Ireland and is therefore engaged in SOIDP. way in 

defending those interests by force and by military strength. 

·Britain of course has an inte:est in Northern Ireland which 1s to respond
with wann goodwill and friendship to the needs of the people of Northern

Ireland as a/whole. (We respect and admire the contribution which they
have made to the Union in peace and war.) a.it let me be very clear!
In the second· half of the 20th Century, no matter what has been the position

in the past, the British Goverrnent has no political, military, strategic 2!:_
econanic interest in staying in Ireland or in the. exercise of authority
there that could transcend respect for the wishes of the majority in Northern

Ireland. If the people were freely to decide that they wished to unite
with the South ·then not -only would the British GoveMJDent not stand in the

way, they would facilitate and legislate for the change.

What that means in clear terms 1s that Irish unity 1s a mtter for Irish
people and for no one else. If those Irish people who want urity can per­

suade those who do not, Why should a_ British Government stand 1n the way?

That Deing the case, the question asked by most British people is, What

is the possible justification for the use of force in such circumstances?
I now ask the same question.

We also hear calls from time to time, calla for rourid-'table confer-en�
involving elected representatives of the Irish people, North, and South, .to
discuss the future and

1 

future relationships between the people of Ireland.
It seems to us • at the present time that agreement on such a cont·erence is

. extremely unli�ely, but if it were the British _Govenuent would not stand •
in the way. Indeed, we would give it our encouragement.

In the meantime and in the absence of �t on ·a11 tnese Etters,

the British Government continues and will continue to exercise its
responsibilities in Northern Ireland and to do our best to ensure peace,
stability and aome measure of economic prosperity there. • We would only
wish that all the people and parties there would -give 'us their tu.1.1 co­
operation in achieving these objectives.
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1111• l'r11vi,:i1111;il I.II./\ !my lhnl Hi,,y un, I 111,1 iriq 11 "War of lnllcpondence" 
I II wi11 l.l11• r1·1·1•du111 111 w•l l-rh•l1•r-mi1 1t1l.ior1 for tho pi,11111,· of lrclurnl. Thr.y mainlain thet: 
1111•1·" 11111"1, 111, 11:a:d 111 ,,,,..,.,.,uh, lh<' llril inh t:11vrrrn1M:11l In 1Jr.k11owlmh1r. such n freed0111 
1 11 "•;111!<1• ii ha:; a ",·ril1111i:il" !:r,lf-i1 1Li,1·r,!1l in,1·nmui11im1 in Norltmr11 lr,.clnnrl smd in 
1·x1•1..-1ni11q m1l.hnrily 1111'1'"· 

lhin i11li,rprrd·11 1 i1111 11f
0 

1111, 1101 ii i1:11J nil.11111 inn in N01·ti1r.rn Irr.lend is 
hn:a•d 1111 I 111· fol nn 111:n11n1pl i1111 I hat A1· i I a i11 '"'" rn-• inlur,,nl. of lmr own in remaining 
lhr•1·r- 111111 is,l.hr.rufnn:,,.11q:1111:cl, i11 ,:om11 way, in rli:frn11Ur111 I hmm inl.l'rr.nl:; hy force and 
11,ili l:11·y :: lr-rn1qlh. 

llril:ii11,11I 1·1111r:a,,ha:; "" i11l1•1·n::I 111 Nu1·lhcr11 lri,l:11111 whi1'11 i,: Lo respond 

"'"' '""'"' r1m11l-wi 11 :u11I l"rii:1111::hip Lu Liu, 11,,.,<1:: of lllfl J>Cfllll" or N11rllmrn Jrr!lonll as 
" 1·1h11l1•. (Wo rt:BJl1•,:I. 111111 aclmi .,., 1 111, eo1 1l.1·.ihuliun whirh lhcy have -tlr. to I.he Union 
i11 111•:w,. :11111 w:,r. l 11111 lt•I n11• 111, vr:ry 1·lrn1r! 111 l.lw., ws:rx,rl 1ml f of Uui 201.h century, 
1111 mall.r,r what tum lieen Liu, potiiU011 in lhe past,lhc llrHlah GovP.r1-.nt hos no politi-
1·:il ,mi I il11ry ,strnl.11qic,11r r,i,0111111d1: intcri,sl. in slayiru.i i11 Irelnncl ur in the exercise 

111" a11lh11rily ltllll'I! lhnl. ,·mild lr:irna:c111l l'C!lfllll't l'or Utt, wiuhr.,: of lhc IIHlJllrit.y in 
N11rll11:n1 lrcdaml. 

lhi', 11111 ii it:al arid :a,i:11rily "il.uul.ion,a,; il hus 1111w dcvr.h1ped in Northern 
l1·1•l11111l,in 1h11• lu 1hr, lri,:l11ricat,111,lilic11J,rnli11inrm w1nrl c11ltur11l diviniono which 
::,·11:il'al" lhc pnupln of llw Nalionalh,t tr1111il.io11 from lhn puople of lhn Unionist 
I nulll 1 1111 i11 lrnlnnd. lhr.,;i, divi:iions arc HI. the rout. or Um c:011fllct tlmre and not 
:111y ::i•ll'-111ll!l'l'"lucl,d11111i11i1111 111►li1·if!!; 111' lhll llri l  i!lh lalVl!l'flffl(!III . . ,. 

lhn 1:l!11lr11l imau: 111 1111, r:1111rtic:l,thnr1iful'e,is 1101 Lu p,,r::i11nrln the British 
t:11vt!1'111111•11I 1.o < .t,,.,i,h• 1111 lh" q11n,il.i1111 or·,wlf'-dctnl'•d1111U11n i11 lrnl11111 l h11L lo bridge 
ltu• divi:dnnH hclwcr.11 the pcnpli: or hnlh trudil ions IIK!rc in a way tlmt wilJ enable 
llu•m l.o dncic1c il, freely and <1,-,�rulicol ly, fur _llmmselvco. 

lhc rulilical c1111tl1m:ius and IHJl'Cement which would bridge lluise traditional 
divi,;j11m1 and so upco, the wuy lo a pcm:of'ul re=lution or the question of Irish eelf­
dt:ll!l'A1i11nlio11,can only be a.-t1 ic,vc,tl lh1·0111Jh the pruceeses or political debHte and 
dinluguc between the people of holh t1·udit.io11s. 

Should I huy, thruuqh l.hr, i r puJ 11.icnl rnprcocntulives ,agree to engage in 
such rliaJogue,the 131-iUsh Guver1W1cnt wouJrl do everything poasible to occol!lfflodate end 
racilitate it . It would, for exa,aple,p,:ovide the necesl>SrY fre111e-work end forum which 
could take the formof en on-·going Conference Of Convention ea.posed of the official 
repre!lentatives of the people of both traditions.It would confine ite bwn role in such 
11 dialogue to that of facilitator and so would not 9fricielly take pert in it or much 
less,seck,in any way,to dictate to it. 

This means that the l3r i Lish Goverrwent is prepared to withdraw from the 
central area of hietorical,pnlitical,rcli9ious and cultural conflict and from the 
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l11r11111 ur 11111 ii io-:ol dl'l,,,t., lllill w1111ld ,11,.,k 1 11 n,:udv,• ii ,,:11 1.10:11. 1111· pnrties 
111 lh,· 1·11111 I il'I ,1,":,1111,iy,1111, p1·11pl1• ur 1111, N:ol 1111,i.+i:ol l r:otlil i,11, u1ul lhu pc,oplu or the 

lh1i111 1i,:I I 1·;11J1I i,11,,,·11111,1 ,,i1 11:111••.J"ro,o,ly, i1 1d"J""11lw 1l ly :uuf ,Ji,nm:1·111 ic:al ly i11 lhu polit­
t,·nl d1alrn1u1., :011d aqrrn�111,11I -maki11q whid1 would hricl1Jl' lludr ,liviRLOIIU . 

• , !;hould lhiu ,li11lm1111• l'l!!lllll. i, .. IIIJl't!L•llll!rtlB,bunctl 011 I.Ju; 1:orommt or 

I lu• (It'll(' Ii, 111" I 111· I wu I rad tl iurn:,wh id 1 w1111ltl 1,,-i,Jqo, l.111, potl i I il.'11 I cl iv i-: irnlfl lwi·ween 

111 1•111 rnul clPfi111� Uu• funn:: 111' u,�w pnl it•i i·al ::I nw1111•pn whida would t.'nthrnlv. i11:,t.ilul.e 

i1111J u1·t1a11irn.• BUd1 atll'Pt!m.-111:1,ltw llt·1t.i::li c;uv,•1·111111.•111 wuultl rt!!opurul wtllt lh1• fll!t:1?ssary 
I "IJ i,: I al i 011. 

. ··- ··········-· ...... ;_:_ ... ·-
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