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PRIENDS OF IRELAND.
UNITED STATES SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
MARCH 17, 1990

As Triends of Irelend in the United States Congress, we join
today with people of Irish heritage everywhere on this first St.
Patrick’s Day of the new decade to honor ITeland and to suppert
the cause of peace, reconciljation, and justice for Nozthern
Ireland.

Again this year, in the strongest posasible terms, we condemn
the violence and bloodshed in Northern Ireland. Absolutely and
unaquivoca11¥, we abhor all attempts to achieve political goals
in Northezrn lIreland through a campaign of hate and terror. we
ogpoae all thoee in Ireland, the United States, or anywhere in
the world who lend support to this terrozism, and we call on them
to cease any political or financial suppozt for violence.

We are troubled at this time by two developments in the past
year that are serious getbacks for the cause of reconciliation in
Norxthern Ireland.

ggfgé, while we wel¢ome the 3ritish Government's
acknowledgement of the gross miscarriage of justice in the case
of the Gulldford Four, we continue to be deeply conceraed by the
lack of relief in the Birmingham Six case. Inevitably, the
circumstances of the Guildford Pour case call into question the
convictions of the Bizmingham Six, who were sentenced to life
{mprisonment for the 1974 domdings of two pubs in Birmingham,
England. We urge the Sritish Government to support the fullest
poseible review of this case and wa take particular notice of the
recent resolutions intzoduced in both the House and Senate
calling for a review of the Birmingham Six case.

, we are concerned over reports of collusion hetween
Sritish security forces and extremist gl:amil&tary groupa in
Northern Ireland. Reports of such collusion only serve to deepen
the mistzust in Northexn Ireland. The allegations that Mritish
socurity officers have provided information about the identities
end activities of Nationalists in Northern lreland are extxzomely
troubling. We urge the British Governtent to get to the pottom
of these allegations immediately, to make the findings of the
investigation public, and to prosecute any officers responsible
for such reprehensible activities.

We welcome the succesasful recent effoxts of the Irish
Government in reviving the cconomy and in achieving a -ate of
sconomic growth of 3 to 4 percent a year, one of the highest
rates of growth among the nations La the Ruropean Community. We
hope that this progress will soon be reflected in a significent
decline in unemployment.
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For too long, migunts from Ireland havo cndu:ed unmcuutyf
additional hardships because of the {njustices in U.S. :
{mmigration laws. Wa|applaud the success ©f the Donnelly viln ¥
program and its contr:bution towazrd reducing these injust:.ou £n
recent years.

We. commend Preudcnt Bush and his administration foz: tho.i.r
continuing’ support for the efforts of Irelend and Great Britain
to work together to address the social, economic, politiéal“and = =
security problams of Northern Ireland, and we stand ready. to’ vo:k'
with the Achn:.ninrar.ion to achieve these gcals. !

We continue to auppozt the work of both the Irish and B:Lt.iuhv
Goveryments thzough the framework of the Anglo-Irish Agreement to "
promote peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland. We' :mun &
c¢ommitted to the beliaf that the selutien to the preblems of -
Nozthern Izeland will be found in & context which involves
improved zelations between the two cammunities in the Nozth,
between all the poop‘ln ‘sharing the island of Ireland, ahd betmn
Ireland and Great B:Ltain. '

We commend the work of the International Fund for I:olandr
established in a bflateral agreement between Great Britain and
Ireland {n 1986, to pramore coopsration in economic and social
development projects: 4in areas most atfected by tho contlicn: Ln
Noxrthern Izxeiand. o

We axe oncou:agcd. ‘by the luccou ‘'of the Mund in p:o\ridinc
assistance for more than 1,200 projects and helpiag to Jenerate .
over 8,000 permanent tnn-tim jobs, half in the past yeaxr. We
commend the Fund's.shift in focus in 1968 toward assisting ~
disadvantaged areas énd: helping local groups in depressed
communities to re\r:.ve ‘their local ecenomies. In our view, . -
economic development is an essential part of the’ rcconemu.ton :
proceas in Northern Ireland, and we urge the Pund ‘to oxpcnd thon I
{mportant efforts.

We continue to Bé:conceérned about the di.spc:t
unempleyment rates bétween the two cepmunities in ort.h-zn
Ireland.. We note the recent ensotxent by the British Pazrliement
of a new Fair Employment Act, and we are hopeful that. it will Dbe”
vigozrously implemented to reduce discrimination aqlinlt the '
Nationalist ninority ’£n Northern Izeland.

Pinally, we zenew' ouy comiuunt to the gou of ::Lsh uni.ty- :
We encourage the laaders of both the two great traditions in°
Northern Izeland, as" ycll as the ¥ritish and Irish Gov‘mentl
to became pert of the: sweeping process of global :-concll.itiion
so that the spizic o: zoconci!ution may come  to all of Irolmd
too.
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FRIENDS OF IRELAND EXECUTIVE COMMITTES

SENATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Zdward M. Kennedy Brian J. Donnelly

Daniel Patrick Moynihan Edward R. Madigan

Christopher J. Dodd Bill Lowery

Claiborre Pell Joseph M, Mchade
Bernard J. Dwyer
Pat Williams
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