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l3 November, 1990.

Mr. Richard Fallon, 
Anglo-Irish Section, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

Department of Foreign Affairs. 

Dear Richard, 

I promised to write to you regarding the correspondence from 
Miss Lesley Coleman to Mr. Bernard Weatherill, MP, Speaker 
of the House of Commons. 

The position is that Miss Coleman wrote a similar letter to 
the Taoiseach, dated 20th September, and this letter was 
acknowledged on the 26th September 1990. Our office propose 
to take no further action in response to Miss Coleman's 
letter. 

However, for your information I spoke to Mick Doyle and also 
Mr. Micheal O'Cathail who was the Secretary to Mick Doyle's 
Zoo committee and I am satisfied from what they have told 
me, following consultations with Mr. Ron Willis the Curator 
of Animals at Dublin Zoo, that everything possible is being 
done to diagnose and treat Judy's problem. 

I hope that this is helpful to you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

0ifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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Mr. Bernard .Wetherill M.P.

The Speaker

Speaker's House

HOUSE OF COMMONS

Westminster 
London 
SW1A OAA 

20th September 1990 

Dear Mr. Speaker, 

4 Oakwood Court 
7 Avenue Road 
South Norwood 
London 
SE25 4EQ 

First of all please allow me to apologise for writing to you again

so soon but there is an important issue at stake which is causing 

me great concern and distress - Judy the African elephant at Dublin

Zoo. I would therefore be very grateful for your kind assistance 

if possible. 

Zoo Check, of which I am a supporter, have made many requests to

Dublin Zoo for a second opinion to be given on Judy but to date 

all these requests have been turned down. One reason given is

that they are waiting for results of tests - which have been 

carried out by them - before they consider outside help. 

ll 
For your information I have written to the Irish Taoiseach

Charles Haughey and also to Mr. Peter Wilson who is the Director

of Dublin Zoo because at the time of writing Judy has collapsed 

four times in the last three weeks and obviously she will be 

suffering already not only from grazes and bruising but more

importantly distress.

I wonder if it is at all possible for you to raise this matter

in the House, on my behalf, with your colleagues and let me 

know if there is anything you can do to bring pressure on Dublin

Zoo to grant the additional treatment for Judy which she 

desperately needs now before it is too late. 

I very much look forward to hearing from you in the near future

and to learning what action if any can be taken by the House. 

Thank you once again for making the time available to read my

letters and may I finish by saying again - ''Please do all you can

-- to help Judy''.

Yours sincerely

�b�le� 
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LONDAIN 

IRISH EMBASSY, __ LONDON 

b · November 1990 

Mr Richard Fallon 
Anglo-Irish Section 

17, GROSVENOR PLACE, 
SW1X 7HR 

Telephone: 01-235 2171 
TELEX: 916104 

Department of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2 

Dear Richard 

I enclose correspo·ndence received from the Office of the 
Speaker of the House of Commons, Mr Bernard Weatherill 
MP. The Ambassador has asked us to follow up and seek 
suitable material for reply. 

I would be grateful if you 
appropriate people. I see 
the Taoiseach's Department 
for reply. 

Yours sincerely 

Shane O'Neill 
Third Secretary 

©NAI/DFA/2021/44/150 
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{ME:!6arland:) lt • , , ,, ,,,. Wilsoni,. maintains,thatllenonnous mainJ 
after its completion It is,very important .tenance �costs have beedc required to 
that it be made public� ther:e is a great improve,the environment for the animals 
deal of public disquiet about conditions in the antiquated Victorian irlfta• 
in Dublirl.ZOO. . structure. I have seen very little sigp of 

The zoo .management is very much any improvements in the environmebt fot

award 0£ the,- public concern about the the animals. All the large animals are 
state of the :zoo, as are the Government. imprisoned in small enclosures which 
Many people who have no axe to grind have nothing to interest and occupy 
consioer the· place unsuitable for the them. The polar bears, for instance, exist 
housing of any animalsf.let alone·wild in a cramped environment, their water 
ones-. Many would. prefer to see the hole is usually very dirty -and they display 
institution closed down.rather- than have typical symptoms of stereotyped bebav­
wild animals kept in such conditions, far iour. On. topof this their breeding reoord 
removed . from their natural climate, bas been spectacularly unsuccessful and 
bereft of any of the normal conditions in the question. as to why breeding• is 
which tho animals would exist in the wild. attempted at aU., when a proper cubbing 
• Take-, for example, Judy. the--alepbant, den does not. exist, bas never. been

who mived in Dublin in 1980. Judy was answered properlyi by the ZOO' mano-
then five years old and was bought from agemcm .. ,. • : • 
Cbipperfield's. which, is . against inter- These are just some of the examples of 
national guidelines. Judy was a wild- the conditions in Dublin Zoo. Now that 
caught elephant and in her early years we are coming into the winter it is very 
she appeared· to be reasonably healthy bard to imagiJJc--animals living in- these 
and even travelled to Scotland to take conditidns, with sub-zero temperatures. 
part in a film. , It is particularly regrettable that the 

In 1985, Judy started to develop symp- public are not more aware of the prob­
toms of malaise and she bas fallen on a !ems of Dublin Zoo. People are now
number of occasions. As early as 1986 questioning whether it is morally justified 
it was suggested that David Taylor, the to keep animals behind bal'S. It can be 
intemationat zoo vet, should see Judy, argued that zoos are just animal prisons. 
but this was ruled out because of lack of Finally, I call on the Minister to publish 
finance. Eventually,, a couple of weeks this report which has been lying on her 
ago, finance was found to bring zoo vet desk for months,. t challenge her today to 
Andrew Greenwood over from London. confirm that no further public money will 
His diagnosis has not been made public. be advanced until this report is pu�lished. 
Dublin Zoo say that Judy shows no 
change in her condition but I heard other-
wise that she is deteriorating. .. 

Elephants should live for 55 to 60 years 
but tend to live much shorter periods 
in captivity1 34 years seems to be the 
average. Judy, however, i's only 15 years 
old and is very seriously ill. The con­
ditions in which she is kept are extremely 
poor,-wet concrete floors and cramped 
conditions'. Judy is also suffering from 
arthritis. Debbie, her companion, pur­
chased at the-same time from the same 
source bad to be put down last year. 
Dublin. Zoo's record with elephants is 
absolutely deplorable and they must pull 
out of keeping them ever again. 

The Director of the zoo, Mr. Peter 
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Minister for Education {Mrs. 
O'Rourke): Let me say clearly, for the 
record of this House, that I am respon­
sible for a number of matters but for Judy 
the elephant, I am not responsible. 

Mr. Garland: Who is? 

Mrs. O'Rourke: Would you allow me 
to continue please? You have had your 
say, and I want to have mine. The zoo is 
a private institution. It is owned by the 
Royal Zoological Society and, conse­
quently, does not come within my 
statutory remit. The reason I am 
responding today is that on two previous 
occasions lottery funding by way of 
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special subscription was channelled 
through the Department of Education, 
on the basis of attendance by young 
people af the zoo. No� at any time b_efore 
then did the zoo receive State fundmg. 

Yesterday. the Government com­
missioned a report on the zoo. A com­
mittee was set up which issued their 
findings. Those findings are n�w the_ sub­
ject of a discussion pape� which w,I\ go 
to Cabinet. On that basis the Cabinet 
will decide its recommendations, if any, 
bearing in mind that this is a pri_vate 
institution and. as the Deputy admitted 
this evening. that there are vast impli· 
cations as to whether there should be a 
zoo at all - that-was a clear point made 
by the Deputy. That remains for the 
people to decide. 

The zoo does not come under State 
remit but the Government. because of 
the public interest in th� subject. de�ded 
to set up a small committee, an eminent 
group. That committe_e issued a report 
which will be the subiect of a Govern• 
ment discussion. Therefore. I am pre­
cluded from making any announcement 
or issuing any report until the opportunity 
of that report arises. Meanwhile, the zoo 
authorities. in the person of the com­
mittee. have visited my Department 
regarding im!llediate finan�ia_l concerns 
- by immediate I me�n within the �ext
few weeks. Productive conversations
have been held between my Department.
the management and other Government
Departments. the outcome of which has
not yet heen decided. There�ore

_. 
I al!'

precluded from saying anything m thit
regard.

The Deputy has challenged me to say 
that no more money will be given to the 
zoo until the report is published. When 
we have concluded the discussions I have 
referred to I. will be reporting to the 
Government. I do not have overall 
responsibility for the Z<>? and I _cannot 
decide what the zoo will do with any 
particular animal within its remit. 

Mr. Garland: The Minister has not 
answered me in regard to the public 
money. Will more public money be made 
available to this institution? 

Mrs. O'Rourke: I have answered the 
Deputy. I do not have responsibility for 
public money. 

Mr. Garland: Who has responsibility 
for public money? 

Mrs. O'Rourke: It is a privately run 
institution. 

An Ceann Cornbairle: The Minister's 
, reply ended the discussion. 

./ 
--- ./ 

/ 
Foreign Affairs Matter. 

An Ceann Cornbairle: We now pr�
to hear a one minute statement from 
Deputy To!TI Kitt on a m�tter ap�ropriate 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. T. Kitt: The case of the Bir­
mingham Six m11:st be rai��d, if possible, 
every single day m the Dail between now 
and Christmas. The message from the 
Birmingham Six is a simple one: "Get _us
out before Christmas." I urge the Mm· 
ister for Foreign Affairs and indeed_ t_he 
Taoiseach to approach the new Bnt1sh 
Prime Minister. whoever that may be. 
immediately on his election and a�k him 
to involve himself urgently and directly 
in this case. He should ensure that the 
police report and the legal preparation 
for the planned appeal are completed 
before Christmas. 

The police team have �e� working on 
this case since March and 1t 1s now feared 
that the case will push on past Christmas. 
This would mean six innocent men spend­
ing their 17th Christmas i� priso�. away 

• from their families. The evidence 1s there 
to release them now. It is imperative that 
they should not be allowed spend any 
more time behind bars and away from 
their families. Let us not underestimate 
the major psychological consequences of 
allowing this to happen. 

Mr. Garland: Hear. hear. 

Minister of State at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs (Mr. Calleary): I thank 
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Physiothuapy Services 2432 

xists in the General Hospital in
�nd f�r patients in County Kerry. 
situation, as I understand it, is that
i the_re were ten physiotherapists
;ed m the General Hospital in 
. At present there are 7.5 persons 
: can be such, comprising six full:
nd three persons job-sharing. Of 
7.5 �ersons, two 3:l"e on maternity
one 1s on compassionate leave and
on sick leave. That leaves us with
,lement of 3.5 persons available to
: physiotherapy for the General
al in Tralee. 
Health Board, in defending this
m, say they have no choice but
Jorarily discontinue the outpatient 
. Using the expression "tem­
y disctinue" is stretching the 
1g of language because this is at
he third occasion in the last six
; that the service has been dis-
1ed and "temporarily" will now
to mean "permanently" because
cilities for outpatients' physio­
'{ have been closed more often than
1 the past 12 months. 
e of the consequences of this are
Jus. The doctors and consultants 
g patients are insisting that physio­
f is required to bring patients back 
I health. In some cases it is costing
partment of Health more money
,jde the treatment which is neces-
1d prescribed by the medical per-
In one case a patient, a teenage

,d to spend four weeks in a hospital
, because he was not able to avail
atient service in Tralee, thus cost­
health board many more hundreds
nds which would not have been
f outpatient service was available
ee. 
chis week the same suggescion has

nade by the medical personnel that
�r person seeking physiotherapy in
• outpatient service will have to go 
,pital in Dublin for four weeks to 
f inpatient physiotherapy in Dublin
s outpatient physiotherapy ser-
1 Tralee could suffice. Another
this week has informed me he has 
el to Dublin for three days per
hus incurring costs on the health
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board and on himself and his family. I
have heard of a number of cases during
the summer. A 70 year old patient who
suffered a stroke was striving valiantly to
attend the wedding of his only daughter
when the ser'(ice was stopped. These are
the human, n-agic cases, unfortunately,
but they are becoming the norm when it
comes to the requirements of the popu-

• lation in Kerry. A patient suffering from
multiple sclerosis who broke a limb
recently was told by his doctor he will be
confined to a chair unless he gets
adequate physiotherapy services as a 
matter of urgency. 

I would say to the Minister of State
that the situatiol'I. as it stands is in crisis.
There are 200 people waiting for physio­
therapy services in the county of Kerry
and as things stand at the moment the 
outlook is indeed very bleak. They need
the service, and I would ask the Minister
for Health to take a personal interest in
providing adequate staffing and resources 
so that a basic service can be offered. If
we cannot give the absolute, 100 per cent
Rolls Royce service that people are 
crying out for, let us at least try to meet
them halfway and give them some sem­
blance of an outpatient physiotherapy
service in the General Hospital in Tralee.

Minister of State at the Department of
Health (Mr. N. Treacy): I am pleased 
to have an opportunity to speak on this
matter for the second time this week. As 
I pointed out to Deputy Deenihan on
Tuesday last, 20 November, in reply to
his statement that night, the provision ot
physiotherapy services at Tralee General
Hospital is a matter, in the first instance,
for the Southern Health Board. 

Tralee General Hospital has a staff
complement of eight physiotherapists,
there were ten _posts there in 1986. 

One of the physiotherapists at that 
time opted to transfer, within the South­
ern Health Board system, to Killarney
and operate full time there, so the staff
complement serving the area has not 
been reduced except for one person who
opted for voluntary redundancy. 

There are at present six full time staff
and three other staff who are job sharing

providing physiotherapy services. 0 
these staff two members are on materni
leave, one member is on compassion 
leave and another member is on s 
leave. Due to this unavoidable co 
bination of circumstances, caused by t 
unavoidable temporary absence of th 
four staff, it bas been necessary to tem­
porarily suspend the physiotherapy out­
patient service. The Southern Health 
Board are making every effort to replace
the staff on leave on a daily basis but 
have not been successful as yet due to the
difficulty in recruiting replacement staff
for short periods. However, arrange-
ments for an emergency service have 
been made. 

The Southern Health Board are 
reviewing the situation with a view to 
restoring the service as quickly as possible
and the inpatient service is not affected.
I would like to take this opportunity to
emphasise once more that the difficulties
here are not due to any-financial restric­
tion. I am fully aware of the personal
interests of both Deputies Spring and
Deenihan on this matter. I have spoken
personally on the matter with Deputy
Deenihan and he agrees that there is a
major problem in recruiting physio­
therapists at the moment. I am sure
Deputy Spring is fully aware of it also. I 
can assure Deputy Spring and the House
that the Southern Health Board are 
making every effort to restore maximum
service immediately. 

ucation and Foreign Affairs Matt�

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Garland
gave me notice of his intention to raise
on the Adjournment the report compiled 
on Dublin Zoo, its publication and its 
recommendations. The Deputy has five 
minutes to represent his case and the
Minister five minutes to reply.

Mr. Garland: I wish to thank you, a 
Cheann Comhairle, for giving me the
opportunity of bringing up this very
important matter. This report, which was
prepared by the pubic inquiry board, has
still not been published many months
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SPEAKER'S HOUSE 

WESTMINSTER 

SWlA 0AA I I I
'.'Ii MrSpcaker ' .

16th October 1�

;/) 

\~��/; � � ,,(,, '/0v.r' � t,lY (' \It 1�
Dear Private Sec ary, • -� C ,___ 

I enclose a letter from one of Mr. Weatherill's 
constituents, Miss Lesley Coleman, of 4 Oakwood 
Court, 7 Avenue Road, South Norwood, London, SE25. 

It never ceases to amaze me,what people 
write to their M.P. about! You will see 
Miss Coleman is concerned about Judy, the African 
elephant at Dublin Zoo! Would it be possible, 
please, for you to pass this letter on to the 
relevant person, and let Mr. Weatherill have a 
suitable letter which may be sent on to Miss Coleman? 
Many thanks. 

Yours sincerely, 

'./�W�(� 
--

Secretary to Mr. Weatherill. 

The Private Secretary to 
H.E. Mr. Andrew O'Rourke, 
Ambassador, 
Irish Embassy, 
17 Grosvenor Place, 
London, SWlX 7HR. 
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