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MESSAGE FROM SENATOR EDWARD M. KENNICY 
ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY O!' 

TH! SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC ANO LASOUR PARTY 
NOVEMBER 16-17, 1990 

It is an honor for me to join in this w■ll•deserv■d tribute 
to tha Social Democratic and Labor Party on your 20th 
anniversary. 

Throughout the pa1t two decade■ of civil ■trife and turmoil 
in Northern Ireland, the SDLP has dedicated and rededicated 
itself to ending the violence and achieving a peaceful, just and 
lasting settlement of the conflict. 

The success of your P�ty is a r■l'!larkable tribute to· the 
enduring vi1ion of John Hwne, Seamus Mallon, Eddie McGrady and 
your other Party leaders, your dedicated Party member■, and th• 
long-suffering people of Northern Ireland who have consistently 
1upported your path toward peace and voted againet reeort to 
violence. 

Time and aqain over the paat twenty yeara, the SDLP haa 
demonstrated the wiadom and importance of progres■ through 
negotiations and institution-building. You have been at th• 
forefron� of every siqnificant initiative to end the festering 
diviaions between the two,communitie1 in Northam Ireland, 

Throuqhout th■ae tu.rbulent yeara, the Party haa never lcet 
faith in the belief that a negotiated settlement is the only 
realistic hop• for peace, and that old antagonlama cannot be 
••ttled by violence and t■rroriem. The SOLP'I SUCCQl8 i■
inspirinq proof, in our own day and generation, of the value of
the anci■nt prove=b that it ie better to light a candle than to
curse the darknees.

At a time when the old order is ending and a new order is 
being born in so many other nations pf Europe, it is my hope and 
prayer that peace &nd reconciliation will come to Northern 
Ireland and the Irish n•tion too, and that the qreat qoale of the 
SOLP will finally be achieved. 
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